1 : THE 1 
PRESENT ST 2 


EXPLAINING 3 A 


The INTERESTS, — ; 
| Political and Commercial 


V E W 8 
Of 1 its Several Po 0 ERS, 


| COMPREHENDING e 
A Clear and Conciſe Hiſtory of each CounTRaY, .- 
ſo far as is neceſſary to ſhew the Nature of their 


ELGIN CONeTITUTIONS 


I ons in the je MUSEUM, and iow, 6 " ef 
the Defire of ſome confiderable Perſons, reviſed and 
compleated 2 the ſame AuTHOR. 


SE | | -- _ — — ALY" MA” 49 — 
| DUBLIN: 
xd by Gzonou Faul x MI in Efſex-ſtreet, 
MDCC L. | | 
8 % * Rt 
TIE 


Fs 


Jo 21812 Irunitnon-s im 11 18 box 10 1asitaos 


360w ,nonn>A to jos bas -2a5gilys/f 03 


git IS C7 


13 1 1 C A Th 
ke. i, A. 

, | © 
doudw dona Dai ods a 31 5 
OJ ovig 07 bolsolq 28w zHafdeT 511 We Sx 
-qs u nai mioVY eich 10 sd 8 
-20 381 aue. Tat 511 aft Dann 


1051519 23) fi 7 „ gniefildoq das 

02 m99} igen aide Jo gainoinam 21d od mH 
bas Sn „ to chanel 159019 od? wn 
WiodiJ 3s 0d eh bas 19be2f ad: Hod oel 
wt. Nee ace 134 Juothiiw  begoong'08 
Hofdus od oi uns! mii To 225nrmmeohs ld ni 
1290819 gaid mon 18 0! a aousrbiino9 1bav 


yagi wrt) bovisangs vie d yam 1 ,coig23[A 
2dr ni 2 Soi 2s Slidw ava qt 28nid T 
ys 02 yiRtoaon cc yam 11 doidw to id 
idm 20a. yam Ad ods 35d) aarctrorno? 


s wihons 2ivp ©. afoRY 2:42 yileer a 
"qa" 114909; YUSWES 35603 Sulu dT + 


8 it was the 3 
the Publick was pleaſed to give to 

a Part of this Work when it ap- 
peared in the Mus zum, that oc- 
cafioned the rendering it complete, 
and publiſhing it in its 2 
Form, the bare mentioning of this might ſeem to 
anſwer the proper Intention of a Preface, and 
leave both the Reader and the Author at Liberty 
to proceed without any farther Ceremony. But 
in Performances of this Nature, where the Subject 
under Conſideration is ſo far from being either 
conſtant or fixed, that it is in a continual State of 
Alteration, it may be eaſily conceived that many 
Things happen, even while the Piece is in the 
Preſs, of which it may become neceſſary to ſay 
ſomething, that the Publick may not attribute 
to Neger and Want of Attention, what 
were really the Effects of quite another Cauſe. 
The — that naturally occur in attempt- 
| a 2 ing 


L 
ing a Taſk like this, may give Occaſion to Faults 
enough to exerciſe the Indu 98 of the Peruler, 
without relying. upon bis enderneſs ercule 
ſuch as "are involunta and una toldaß 5 and for 
Which 1 e is Hable . 0A Ari 
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Conſe equences © * A War e 
ny 10 appear improper ; but if 'we con at 
even at preſent we ave only the 8 0 9 Bk 
Weather, and that it is not at all i 150 
Sky may be again overcaſt, they wi 
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Cauſe” to be- dif pleaſed with Wh is faid * 

Subject, fince hey all, the Iſſue 0 ihe 55 
t. 


be only retarded, and "there i is no abſut, 


in 

ale ng, that as the Humours are Fur a va 

| they may ſtill ferment, if any Con, ere 

able Alteration ſhonld happen in the poli acct Ch. 
it in a 
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mate of thoſe Countries. We mi 
been in a Condition to have made a cle: der Ws 
ment on theſe Matters, if the e 
had taken place as was expected; but 


not, Things {till remain in great Per 55 
Time alone will ſhew_ Whether our 5 t 
reference. to what may happen among the N = b 
Powets, be well or 1 8 founded. 1 IY Owever t 
is certain that hitherto there mos ae Fr 8 
2 nh, in, the leaſt ; contradidts CEL We e 10 
aid do i 
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| en life n_fince 1 Concluſiar ion of 1 the 
Peek a EE Chapelle ; and tho! there are great 
Expecta 12 0 "of 1 Fa ane 
like to h. appen in ire, yet there is 
TX Pee et of het Fe sg wht RY 
= ventured. tc adyance ; neither is yy" the, leaſt 
Sign; : at reſent, that our Con Qtures, 0 the re- 
917 Ye 1 5 and. increa abe the In Aide 05 
the S0 ria, were too ſangui nd the 
Tl e lels Reaſon i to e a 
rind, if the Reports that are at preſen 
avs : of bh 1 ſpeedily | upon, the Car X 
55 J f the Romans, thould. b 
1 5 . e 9 Thi indeed would be 4 
gre. Poke ined, and afford very reaſong le 
ae from the Unanimity requiſite to to 
accom n Reign of this Nature, thoſe Feuds 
17 OP which fo long troubled hel Peac 
f the 'Germanick Body, are at laſt ha ly E- 
ting uhed, © and, all Parte brought to ſee t wo eir 
par e Vie IeWs may be beſt attained by a mutual 
ebe in Tuch Meaſ ures as are neceflary for, 


a pable Good. 27 
9 have left that Part of the Work whi h has, 
relpett A. > France without Alteration, , not on bv; 
cauſe it had already received the Approbation 
the übte but chiefly on account of its being 
written during the Wal "when it 2 5 not "be; 
taken” amiſs that the HII iſto ory of that e 
examined i Freedom. What w 200 added. 
is from the beſt Authorities we "cute" poli hy ob- 
tain, and we have choſe rather to be filent 9 er- 
tain " Points, than to handle them i improperl ly, 95. 
run the 14247 of predicting what may never 
| 3 come 
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11 
come to 3 The Reader will not therefore taks 
it amils, that ſome Things are left very much to 
. ſince at the ſame Time the Means 
judging are put into his Hands; ſo that he ca-. 
ky fail of perceiving Whatever human Porefight 


Can reach; tho“ many Reaſons, which will 3 17 : , 


decui to him, prevented! us ſometimes: from being 
very explicit. We might indeed have mentioned 
the Affair of Tobago, but looking upon it as a Con- 
ſequence of the War that could not fail of being 
ſet tight upon our Repreſentations, we did not 
dine t neceſſary, and we find this Sentiment juſ- 
tified by the Event. 9010 0 DS 3316 'f ell 1810 
nd may poſlſibly be thought: ſome Omiſſion in 
Reference to the Affairs of Spain, tliat we baue 
ſaid nothing of ſome late Diſturbances in Auer iua; 
but tlie Truth is, that what has been hithertd fe- 
cbivecd upon that Subject in Europt, orf at leaſt 
vrhat has reached us, is ſo confuſed and indiſtinct, 
Ithat -wethought it might be more pardonable to 
paſs it by, than to advance any Thing on the Au- 
thority of ſuch Relations, as might be conttadict- 
ed before what we borrowed from them œuld 
. poſſiblyobe made publick; and the Uncettainty 
in which »we- {Ul remain upon this Head, gives 
us no great Cauſe to fear that our Qturion Sill 
-ſubje&t''us> to Cenſure. But as whatever Dolibts 
there may be, in reference to the Nature of theſe 
Commotions, yet with reſpect to the / realityclof 
the Facts, therc᷑ is none at all; andlas i s very Jike- 
ly, that the Court of Madrid Has at ahl 
Juncture ſome Views in Eurupe, which!-it may 
not be very eaſy for her to carry into Execution; 
this will afford * \Brettfh Miniſter ur Oppor- 
20 N 


tunity 


W 
tonity of quickening his Negbelations, and of 
concliuding a Treaty upon ſo much better Terms, 
as there is nothing more certain, than that the 
Amity of Great Britain cannot be a Thing indif- 
ferent to the Court of 6 Stain, with te ſpect either 
to the Affairs of Europe, ot the Meſt. Indiçg i. 
It was forefeen by all the intelligent People in 
different Parts of Europe, at the very Time af 
tho Conc luſion of the laſt Peace, that it won lde be 
very far from proving abſolutely definitive with 
Reſpe& to NTaiy, and that the ſettling the Royal 
Infant Don Philip, would be productive of freſh 
Deſigns, inſtead of putting an End to the Cons 
cern that had been expreſſed, for i procuring ibim 
an independent Sovereignty ſuitable to his Birth, 
and to the Pretenſions of the Queen Nowhger 
of Spain, in Tah; and it has ſince appeared; that 
theſe Apprehenſions were far from being ill- 
grounded. Vet how the Deſire of promoting 
his Intereſt will operate; whether in the waycot 
Negociation, or by having Recourſe again to Arms, 
is Matter far from Certainty at preſent, and yet 
4 Thing of very great Importance, in reſpecti to 
vrhich, if ſome of our Conjectures ſnould fail. 
yet thiere it but too much Reaſon to believe, that 
vrhat v have offered upon that intricate: Subject, 
will (hot be thought impertinent, or of little Uſe 
for many Vears to come. It muſt be owned, 
that canvaſſing old Titles, and ſearching into the 
Riſe of plauſible Pretenſions, is not very pleaſant 
either to the Writer, or the Reader; but who 
can help this, if it be neceſſary, on Who can dehy 
that it / i expedient, when the current Tran- 
ſactions of Eurape are not to be underftded; with- 
ib: " + out 
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T viii! 
out ſuch Diſcuſſions the true F ce of 
which, isi ſeldom diſcerned, | before they are in- 
ſiſted upon, <4 thoſe! who have concerted the 
Means of making ſuch obſcure Claims a colour 
for gratifying. theiel: Ambition, and then 

expteſſes a Willingneſs to know what 
otherwiſe they would Sane nan _— 
their Attention. 
It — 5 he that Chapter 
of thin Work more compleat, if the Affairs of the 
Urited Provinces: had been entirely ſettled,” their 
Finances perfectly regulated, and the 
Tranquility fixed on a ſolid Bafis, which we have 
Reaſon to hope will ſnortly be brought about; 
but had we waited till every Artiole could have 
been drawn to a proper Concluſion, it is bery 
tful when this Work eould have been pub- 
hiſhed! As it is, we have Reaſon to believe that we 
have treſpaſſed in ſome Meaſure upon the World's 
Patience, and therefore rather choſe to do all ve 
could, than protract any longer, from the vain 
Hopes of doing all that we might wiſh. It is 
certain, that after the Concluſion of the Treaty of 
Sewiile, an Opinion very ſtrongly prevailed, that 
the Peace of Europe was effectually eſtabliſhed; 
yet it Was not long, before the Lovers of Tran 
quility found their Expectations deftated. What 
has been may be; it does not indeed follow that 
it muſt be, and yet there is now a pretty ſtrong 
Appearance, that either new Negociations muſt 
be conducted to a happy Iſſue, or freſh; Diſputes 
break out before any laſting Quiet can be obtain- 
ed. It was therefore neceſſary that the Cauſes 


of all this Murmuring and Commotion * 
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be explained; and this we have abeared) to the 


utmoſt. Time will ſhew with what Effect. 
i That-a Work of this Kind was very far from 
being unneceſſary, will appear ſufficiently to all 
who have peruſed and conſidered the Treatiſes of 
the ſame Nature, formerly written by the Duke of 
Roban, Mr. Bethel, ' Baron Puffendorff, and the 
Works of ſuch as have republiſhed, continued, or 
augmented theſe: Pieces in Holland: and we hope 
it will ſufficiently: appear, that We have made is 
proper Uſe of their Performances, without tran- 
them, which to ſay the Truth, was-ims 
poſſible, conkdering that the followi Sheets have 
been dran up upon quite another Plan „without 
any Biaſs in Favour of a particular Syſtem; or the 
leaſt View of recommending it to the Favour of 
any Party, the Satisfaction of the Publicx 
our i {ole Aim, as the Protection of the Publickiis 
that. upon Which we only depend. This perhaps 
might have been in ſome Meaſure beſpoken bfi 
a large Diſplay of Authorities, and the Facts 
contained; therein might have been ſupported hy 
[Train of Citations; but as we have dealt 
very little in ſecret Hiſtory, and have founded moſt 
of our Obſervations upon Tranſactions of publick# 
Nototiety, this, whatever it might have appeared, 
would in reality have ſerved rather for ſhew, than 
for Uſe, and therefore was omitted, to ſave thel 
=—_— as much Trouble and Erpece as paſs 

Qi MOtKKIDO%Y) 3:3 M 92 
-Afteriprofeling a Deſire Wadi wach — 
lely cbe Reader's Iime in peruſing this Nr. 
would be prepoſterous to tire him with à lo 
* therefore let us conclude with th 
Reflec- 
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Reflection, that it is from Events, and the pub- 
lick Occurrences that ſhall hereafter happen, the 


Value of à Thing of this Kind muſt be known; 

for it is not arguing right or wrong in the Opinion 
of any Set of Men whatever, which can give ei. 
ther Merit or Reputation to a Book that pretends 
to _ the — _ of — Ke 


think — 0 * 
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Facts, and how far 15. has perfomed this, can 1 1 
appear from Facts only; 12 as in Law, ſo in i ; 
Politicks, the Worth of an Opinion does not con- Wl 
fiſt in its being happily expreſſed, or handſo — 
ly maintained, either by logical Deductions, or 
Authorities learnedly quoted, but in its Confor- 
mity to Truth. If it fails in this, the Lawyer is 
miſtaken, and the Politician deceived, let the Parts 
of the one, or the Abilities of the other, be what 
they will; and tho' in theſe Caſes it is a great 
Hazard that a Man runs, yet there is this Com- 
fort attends it, that there is a certain Criterion 
which decides, with regard to the n; of 


* Notions, beyond e te. « Ji N 


* 
| 21019v.1 oil 21 1 3603 01129019. 
i if . ĩð eee 26.3 
(1] 710187 L ISTIEITOE edt 360) — — » 3! 
— — — 2 Vr — — ny 
1 HA — 2 III DA 41 Srl 160 1 Lil i 15 10 2 * 


01 io cit uo) TO If | QI nine for. 21 11 101 
VISA HM to 192 vas 10 


| cf 
5851016 18605 4 « TE nn 1110 0 1191 1 190 


(11 ——_ 1q91 « 


*. 


Pk 530017 T2 4 


þ [ : | | Ot > 5 
r e (lan 1 


RODUGTION."' „„ 


rrotbnsrl 10 IT? 7 1600's f 1 OL 1 
Holo Donn yi 
1 ig pot _— 

Sn at in Ho 


u. Bala Privil of _— oy 5 ſs of / every 
1 Goperninent,, | 1 19.211 8 


— 


Ser 3d 0 10 ,900 31 Io 
wy | cen II. 1 5 
18910 J . . . vos 
HS nur dus of Europe in e init b1gxgtt 
46. 42 

Dili 8 H A P. III. (1 itch v7 


The preſent State and ene Dtters/ts of the Riſſan a 1 * 
and ſuccinctly repreſented. 


CHEAP. IV: 
The preſent State, modern Hiſtory, Conſtitution, Interęſtt, and 
political Vi * ews of the Crotun of Sweden. 42 
. 


The, Revolutions that have happened in Denmark, the modern 
Hiſtory, the preſent Conſtitution, political Interefts, and particu- 
lar Views of that Crown. 66 


CHAP. 


CONTENTS. 


_—_ 


CE 8. Nr WI. 


A fuccintt Account of . 2 u, political nn and 
* eee Grown dae mri, de 1 W Q Bm) =P 


Aan 


3 H A P. k VIII. ri Ni ndnd 


2 comprehonded a clear the conciſe. decor of the. Riſe 4 
OY 822855 of the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, the 5 wy 
: poſition it has met with frow that of Bourbon, and the pr.. 
ſent State of the firfl-mentioned Houſe. 144 18 


C H A F. IX. n * ay 
» wha. © 

The genuin: Conſtitution, real Power, af 8 nterefts of 
the Germanick Hoah, 222 lated, from the beſt and mot 
authentick Writings f their own _ _—— 
* ' 3886 een ww 


 aicdln A % Shanks 4 * | 61 
| CHAT. x. TT. 


A fuccinit View of the Hiftory of the French Nation, fince they 
been governed by the Houſe of Bourbon, explaining the 

. Miterations that have been made in the ray of ther, Cane 
tut ian, the Progreſs of their Bower, the Vi 1ews 1 the reign- 
Mr . ler e fung. F 


ip i 
d TID Jans IN 


von! 0 HAP. XI. oe i das 


ory of Spa "wo under the ; M28 2 ble 7 7 
1 15 ; 1 Spa ws of that Crown into the 7 Bourbon ; 
"the Toke of this Alteration, in regard to the Syſtem of 
Europe, and the preſent State Masa ims of Government, true In- 
terg W and _ Connections 3 that _ 0 I 
None ber eic N n ee ava Ad ) 


* 2 E FJ 
s 4 * 1 ® 
An i 28430 ad 


% * « AS UA 
* 1 Is $7 # n 4 *$*&, a> + +» « $a ® , 
0 4 * 


208 : Wo 1 o 18 * 


* 


CONTENTS, 


GHAP. XII 
genus, Situation, preſent rg 
951 D "ay CIA 7 e Tho 2 1 
the Aece ly N wat 
en the * 4 i Portugueſe 25 
| Eaſt-ladies pan their Naval | Power in in Europe, i N. 
CHAP. XIII. oa 


« n 


4 uccintt Deſcription of Italy, gy Pu 7 FR " Pune 
7% , thar — Revenues . and Trade. og Nature of the 
allance in that Country, whettce'it has been & — in Dodo - 


nd, why thoſe Powers of Europe inte mſctves ſo much 
r itt Pr ien, which art” mot e ad by any 
| 3 DD Gu. g 12 — * CHU 7 
50 SECT. 1. ewu nrg 
rh men: iter, lie! Td, nd Comin 7h 
v. { Forte * of Sicily and Sardinia. 83 as af 
| Er. „ ee 2 
The Preent State of the, Dominion of the Hſe of date 
in Italy. 40¹ 
SEC T. » III. nn : 5 1 — >. 


44% * «SA er 


A cenciſe  Actount of the c Duchy of To: | 
is which it i poſſeſſed by his pr N e, 

* Rank he holds t — among 2 Italian Princes, the Ad. 

vantages derived from thence to the Auſtrian Dominions; 

and the Reaſons which particularly intereſt the Martime 

Powers m +: apt to this Sovereignty, and the Preſervatim 


it n AA. 7 & it i now in, and in wg Conditidn 
BEA” oooh = — 1 2 
Tk $ E 0 r. TV. 8 wn. FI ' 2dow? 
ba ww + War. 
4 17 Account 0 f the Family Pha L — Joltica Intereſts 
of h his eren Highneſs the Duke of Modena, 4 12 


SECT. 


CONTENT'S, 
S EC T. V. 


The Pawer of thi Pipe conſidered as the Head of 2 e 
bold>Gommiunion birth Rome; hit Author i eur as.a 

4 Nrincr, the Nature and axims 70 his Government, 

he at Interift A the Seer ff Rome with, Nerd ts the 
Princes tid States of Chriſtendom; and the particular” Inttreffi bf 
#he — See, in Reference to the Pra A0 BA in taly, m- 
cluding alſo an Account of all the N Dominions of the Pope, 
1 Tituation, Extent, Revenues,” &c, 419 


4 At 


EET Ts 3 15 AO NAA 


The Dominians and Pretenſſont of the Houſe of Bourbon in Ital 
e ont 6 In 


8 E dT. * 1 22008 
2 ſuccinct Account of the preſent Eflabliſhment of the — 4 
Infant Den Philip in Italy, including 1 off a: claar 
ciſe Deduction of the Pratenſons 0 — „ 2 Dowa, 
Spain, and her Deſcendants, as Heirs © Fuse ſes, PIN 
neſe "and. Medici, with other Pain? 25 great Ganſe 
towards obtaining a clear Notion of the preſent Dif iburin 

and rea} "State of "the Ballance of Italy, as hank as the” Means 


* it may be afturbed. | to ee 
| a. 4.82.4009 
* * | mean 4.1 50 
| 8 E C T.. vn. err if 110 


iger Je mark } 


The * a, and political Intros 7 the a "of 


5 TINT: 3 5 noite Nilgn7 4449 
EY bo ,nogtleA4 no endguodT 

| ITY MMA ov 5610 abe 300118 

wo 1 SBC Te, vin. N 
gods ant 
The, eraſed. a and VET Ines „ 36h Republic "if 
Genoa, 1 | $3119 V9C 3 Fo rg, 


— A C N 
4 


„sto. * iN 


8 E Cc T. IX, DAMS * no. 1 ee 
4 farbe kaun „ th 815 baum, their Ale and Subs 
jects. Leu 0 =: > 459 


3 & ; 
nth 9 * 


CHAP. 


Naval 


N 


Powers of Europe. 


1 1 11 3 


C HAP. 
Account of te Riſe, Prreſi, 


A fuccing 
Repu lick. of) the United Provinces, 
"Suceeſs of i its Subjects in Commerce, and 


oe 01 


CONTENTS. 


"XIV; 


and. EAablihment of the 
the Sources: of the-diaging 
and the quick, Growth. of thar 


I Power, .the Nature of their domęſtiet Government: truly 
ftated,. and their Intergſis with e zo * reſt of the Powers 
of Europe ee conſidered. 


"EUR $i ori 
| of the true Intereft of Great Britain, with roſea to the 4 


* 5 N 
, * 


* 
5 N 


eo . \ ee W's 


7120 


dad ene 


* 


1 1 
TE 5.3% _— ITS bo 


7 * * 77 
e 1 


N N Wn. * r 8. d, 
Univerſal in 

7 Vols. Fol. (hieb max 
and in Nine with Maps, 
Cuts, Notes, Chronological 

and other Tables, 


(neatly, bougd) ns + 
Ditto in 20 Volumes, Octavo, 
bound * 14 * > 


s 10 
The Works of J. SWIFT, 
D. D. D. S. P. D. in 8 Vols, 
Octavo, neatly bound 2 0 
Ditto in Twelves, neatly bound 1 1 


— — $ Dictionary, 2 Vols. 


& 9 


. Nn 11 0 
Vale Letters A. URS. 


The Wer = Evening Tales, 
containing Seventeen * 
ful Novels. 2 2 


Meffieurs Port-Royal's Greek. 
all the Univerſities in Eu- 
POPE's Works, Three 3 11 


_ Twelves, 

Tale of a Tub, with Cuts, 2 2 
The Hiſtory of Peter I. Emperor 
of Ruſſia, . By John Mottley, 


© (\ * 


ST TIETILEN? \ F 4 .4 > 


9 


* 


Lord Orrery” 


the Engliſh Nation, Twelves o 2 2 


Shakeſpesr's Works, 3 Vols, 


Thoughts on Religion, and _ 
various Subject:, by M. * 
chal, Octavo. ; | * 4 1 
The Pantheon. oO 2 


Grammar, recommended by 


o 6 6 


BOOKS printed and ſold by GORE FAULKNER, 
in Eſex-ſtreet, Dublin, 


& 6 & 


Ela; Embelliſhed RA Ne 


Frontiſpieces,an accurate = 5; 
of the Rafſian Empire, a 
en other C e bt 42 
reſenting a Pre 0 
| City or Mo cow, a 12 n 
City of Peterſhwrghj the Fer- 
2 Hoe rnd Cater dif- 
ſerent Habits and 
the ſeveral Waden . SA * 
that Empire, &c. 3 Va. a 9 9 
s State- Letters, re - 
lating to the Civil Wars of 
Ireland, Two Vols. 0 10 N 
Baron Polnitz's Travels and 
Memoirs, five Vols. 20 14 o 
Pamela, or Virtue rewarded, 4 
Vols, o 10 10 


=_ wrong, 2 Pope, 
eobald, Sir Thomas * 
mer, and Mr. Warburton 18 Jo 
Matho ; or, the — 

Puerilis, two Vols, 1 
Echard's Gazetteer; or, the 
Newſman's Interpreter © 3 6 
A compleat Syſtem of experien- 


ced Improyements ts made o 

Sheep, Graſs Lambs, 

Hou e-Lambs, &c. 0 N 5 
The Sat'res of Juvenal. Tran- 


ſlated into Engliſh Proſe, with 
explanatory Notes, relating to 


4 


| I, 
the Laws and Cuſtoms of 2 
Greeks and. Romans, for 
Uſe of young Gentlemen nd 

Ladies 0 3 

The Compleat Family Piece, 
with Directions for Hunting, 
Hawking, Fiſhing, Fowling, 
Conſerves, Confectionary, 
Cookery ,Phyfick andSurgery © 

FamiliarLetters upon moſt Oc- 
eafions, By the Author 5 
Pamela 2 

Life of Marianne. By the * 
lebrated Marevaux, 3 Vols, 
bound in two o 

Fables for the Fair Sex o 

An Apology for the Life of Col- 
ley Cibber, Comedian, with 
anHiftorical View of the Stage 


_ 


during his own Time 0 2» 


The Memorable Things of So- 
crates, written by Xenophon. 
In fire Books, Tranſlated. 
into Engliſh, ' To which is 

efixed, the Life of Socrates, 
om the F rench of Monſieur 
Charpentier, a Member of the 
French Academy, And the 
Life of Xenophon, collected 
from ſeveral Authors, with 
an Agcount of his Writings © 
Hiſtory of England and Ireland, 
þ #. ay of Queſtion and _—_ 


Rollin's Method of Teaching 97 
Studying the Belles ag 
4 Vols. O It 

The Life of Mr, | a ame 
Cibber 

Uncertainty of the Signs of 
Death 

Graltherus and Griſe'da 2 

Chaucer's Tal-s, 2 Vole. © 

Heads of Self-Examination for 1 
King 

An Apology for the Conduct of 
Mrs. Terefia Conſtantia Phi- 
lips, 3 Vols, 0 

Prior's Hiſtory of his ,n Times, 

. with ſeveral Poems and Pieces 
in Proſe, 2 Vols, 

Weſton's Sermons, 2 Vols. 

Lives of the Admirals and other 
eminent Britiſh Sailors, 4 
Vols. On 

Truth in a Maak © 

' Military Memoirs and Maxime 

of Marſhal Turenne 


0 © 
ou O » UM dv 


„ 


BOOKS, Gr. 


-» ses 0 © 


nw 


I, w 4 
An Eſſay on the Cauſe and De. ' 
cline of Foreign Trade, By 
Sir Matthew Decker - 0 2 2 
Pharſamond 3; or, the New 
Knight Errant, Kc. 2 Vols, 
Twelves © 4 4 
Free and Candid Diſquifitions o 3 3 
Clariſſa; or, Memoirs of the 
Life of a young Lady, &c. 75 
Vols, Twelve 
An Eſſay on the Nature of he 
Prieſthood, By the Rt. Rev. 
Dr. Story, Biſhop of Kilmore o x 1 
The PRECEPTOR. Contain- 
ing, a general Courſe of Edu - 
cation, wherein the firſt Prin- 
ciples of polite Learning are 
laid down, in a Way moſt ſuit- 
able for trying the Genius, and 
the Inſtruction of 
all Perſons. In twelve Parts. 
Uluſtrated with Maps, and « 
great Number of other uſeful 
Plates, engraved by the beſt 
Hands, 2 Vols. Wes F 
Ditte, with the Maps coloured © 1109¹ 
A new Memorandum Bock 
- conſiſting of fifty-two double 
Pages, one for every Week 
in the Year : So contrived as 
to be uſeful and copvenient 
for all Sorts of People, parti 
cularly with regard to Mele 
Expences, Engagements, and 


occafional Business, band © 1 4 
1 s Geographical Gram - 
© 3 0 
Mead on the Small Pox "0 9% 
Select Trials at the Old Bailey in 
London, 4 Vols. o 88 
Pope's Eſſay on Man 9 2 1 
Polite Converſation 2 
Directions to Servanta o 2 1 
Madam Dacier's Homer, g vols. © 13 0 
Jecob's Law Tables © 2 y 
Lives of the Poets, 2 Vols, © 4 
Berwick's Life o 3 3 
The Aſcent of Cyrus $35 
Life of King David o 5 5 
Le Blanc's Letters, 2 Volk. © $ $ 
The Capacity and Extent.of the 
Human Underſtanding, exem 
plified in the — 
Caſe of Automathes o 4 3 
The Batchelor of Salamancha, 
2 Vols. By Mr. Le Sage, Au- 
thor of Gil -Blaſs and the Devil 
upon two Sticks 0 414 


od . tr lt ũ TS" 


„ r hn "6 2% 4 4 


p iy. 2 


THE 


£ * N 0 
. hy. ” 3 
* * = 7 
| : d. i ' 1 * 
5 * . - wits 
o * * 1 
' | — - 175 
= 


OF 


EUR O PE. 


=" 1 > 
- . 0 
a a : * 
* * - _ 
. 


INTRODUCTION. 

HERE is nothing clearer to ſuch, as have taken the 
Pains to make themſelves Maſters of the Hiſtory of 
Learning, than that every Age hath its peculiar Taſte'; 

perhaps à Writer, like Montaigne, would call it Humour; 
from whence it follows, that Authors who are the Objects of 
Admiration in one Age, become the 'Ridicule of the next. 
In that which preceded the preſent, SysTEMSs were in great 
Eſteem, and nothing recommended a Writer more, than his 
being very copious, and very methodical. From this Spirit 
proceeded voluminous Sy/fems of Hiſtory, Law, Phyſick, Ma- 
thematicks, and Divinity; but the very Learning which this 
kind of Writing furniſhed,” being ſufficient to diſcover its Im- 
perfections, and to enable the Read:r to ſee: that it was con- 
trived rather to circumſcribe, than to extend his Views; it is 
no Wonder that it grew into Diſcredit, or that after being 
thoroughly and warmly expoſed, People ran by Degrees into 
the oppoſite Extream, were for baniſhing all Syſtems, and for 
contracting Science as much as poſſible, ſo as to bring the 
Elements and firſt Principles of Knowlege into a narrow 
| B Compaſs 


* 


421 
Compaſs, by which the Folios of the laſt Age were in the Be. 
ginning of this reduced into Duadecimos. 

It hath been ſince found, that this way of Writing hath alſo 
its Inconveniencies, that ſuch Abridgements were not always 
made with that exquiſite Judgment, that is requiſite to render 
them uſeful ; that ſome Things falſe or uncertain were retained, 
and others of great Weight and Importance were omitted; 
which obliged ſuch as were deſirous of being thoroughly Maſters 
of a Subject, to have Recourſe to thoſe larger Works, that 
had been ſo much decry'd, in order to extract from them ſuch 


Paſſages as were truly valuable, and ſerved to explain and elu- 


cidate thoſe Principles of Learning that were obſcure, and 


great Induſtry, and who'had much Time upon their Hands, 
began to collect and range theſe Paſſages in a new Order; and 
from hence aroſe the modern Invention of Dic TIoNARIEs, I 
mean not ſuch as explain Words, but Things, which are now 
become very numerous, Theſe, without doubt, are very con- 
venient Tools in the Hands of able Workmen ; but there is 
one kind of SCIENCE which is very important, indeed abſo- 
lutely neceſſary towards forming the Mind of an accompliſhed 
Gentleman, in which neither the Compendium nor the Dictionary 
can be of any Uſe at all. | 

The kind of SCIENCE I mean, is PoLiTiCcKks ; by which 
J underſtand a comprehenſive Knowlege of the fundamental 
Maxims of Policy, grounded upon the actual and real Intereſts 
of the ſeveral Governments of EUROPE, and this is not only a 
polite as well as uſeful kind of Learning, the Study of which 
may be therefore recommended without Pedantry, but is in 
Reality a Point of great Conſequence ; becauſe without this 
Knowlege it will be a Thing very difficult, if not impracticable, 
for a young Gentleman to qualify himſelf for the Service of 
his Country ; in the preſent Times more eſpecially, when to 
be able to have a thorough Notion of the Intereſis of Great- 
Britain, it is not barely expedient, but abſolutely neceſſary 
to have a clear Inſight into the Concerns of all the European 


Powers. 
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unintelligible without them. For the facilitating this, Men of 


C3 


characteriſticks of the Bx1T1sH PEOPLE, as long as th 

continue a PEOPLE. While they are in this State, they m 

be reſpected, courted, and applied to upon many Occaſions 
by Foreigners; and therefore it muſt be as I have ſtated it, 
abſolutely neceſſary that at leaſt ſuch as manage their Affairs, 
and while we continue to enjoy our Liberties, this will take in 
a very large Number ; ſhould be thoroughly converſant with 
Foreign Intereſts, that from thence on certain Occaſions, they 
may have a right Notion of their own. Without this they 
will be liable not only to be outwitted by their Enemies, but 
to be the Dupes alſo of their Allies ; they may be drawn into 


W Quarrels in which they have no Concern; and where they have 


a Concern they may very poſlibly miſtake it, and engage very 


Z WE improperly, if not on the wrong Side. 


= One might eaſily illuſtrate this by many Examples; but 
W perhaps this would be an invidious Taſk, becauſe it would 


engage a Man either to eſpouſe, or to oppoſe the eſtabliſhed 


Doarines of Parties, which is not only contrary to my own 

Inclination, but to the very Deſign of this Work, in which L 
hope there will appear no Leaning or ſmalleſt Biaſs of that 
kind; for ſuch Doctrines are of the Nature, of Syſtems in Phy- 
ſick, and Philoſophy, they ſerve to eſtabliſh a popular Reputa- 
tion upon the Ruins of Juſtice and Truth. The great Buſineſs 
in this Caſe, is to diſtinguiſh where Right lieth, and then to 
erabrace it, let it lie where it will. The latter is not without 
its Difficulties ; but the former is embarr with them in a 
much greater Degree; for to acquire juſt Sentiments of the 
political Views, and real Intereſts of foreign Nations, is no 
eaſy Matter, nor are the Helps to it readily found. 

It may be expected that the Foundation of this fort of Know- 
lege, ought to be laid from the Peruſal of Books relating to the 
Conſtitutions, Laws, and Government of the reſpeQive Coun- 
tries, not without an Inſight alfo into their Antiquities. But if 
we conſider firſt how laborious as well as how tedious an Un- 
dertaking this would be; and next how very little thoſe Men 
are, generally ſpeaking, ſkilled in the political Intereſts of their 
reſpective Countries, who are beſt verſed in their Laws and Con- 
ſtitutions, or deepeſt read in their Records and Antiquities, we 
ſhall very eaſily diſcern, that as this Method would be in a great 
Meaſure impracticable; fo allowing it to be ever ſo eaſy, it would 
neverthelefs be very wide of anſwering the Purpoſe, Yet 1 
am very far from aſſerting, that it ought to be totally diſre- 
garded ; ſo far from it, that if a Man bath Leiſure, Opportu- 
nity, and Abilities, to look into theſe Things, he will hardly 
have Occaſion to complain that his Time hath been miſ-ſpent, 


2 or 
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or that Nations are ſo much altered in a long Courſe of Ages 
as to become quite a different fort of People; for in genera] 
I believe the contrary of this will be found true, and that the 
Climate, the Soil, the Cuſtoms, and Examples of their An- 
ceſtors, have very ſtrong Effects upon moſt Nations; but this 
is a Philoſophical Refinement upon Pdliticks, which it re- 
vired a very nice Judgment to apply, although it may be 
— nk very happily applied even in Reſpect to modern 
TranſaQtions, as well in the Cabinet as in the Field. 

Reading the general Hiſtories of all Nations, but more eſpe- 
cially thoſe that are moſt in Eſteem, is a readier, an eaſier, 
and a better Help than the former; but this muſt be uſed with 
Caution. It will ſerve to give us tolerable Notions of great 
Events, diſtinguiſhed Characters, important Revolutions, and 
their Conſequences. But we muſt always remember, that the 
Hiſtorian hath a natural, and perhaps a laudable Partiality for 
his Country ; and that to be clearly Maſter of the Truth, one 
ought to compare his Accounts with thoſe that are given by 
the Writers of other Nations, which is likewiſe a Work of 


much Labour and Fatigue. We ſhould likewiſe reflect, that 


in general Hiſtories the Compaſs, with Reſpect to Time and 
Facts, is ſo large, that the Springs and Motives, which is 
what a Politician chiefly looketh for, are ſeldom ſet down; 
and that where they are, it requireth much Skill and great 
Circumſpection to diſcern whether they are whiolly, or even 
how far they may be depended upon. Yet this Way hath its 
Uſes; and there is in Reality no better Method of forming 2 
right Idea of the Spirit, Genins, and Temper of a Nation, 
than by peruſing their Hiſtories ; for by knowing what a Nation 
hath done or ſuffered, when that cometh to be the Point under 
Conſideration, we may beſt judge what they can atchieve, or 

to what Degree they will bear. | 
The private Memoirs of able Stateſmen and illuſtrious Cap- 
tains is another Source from whence this Sort of Knowlege, in 
the Opinion of moſt People, is likely to be drawn; yet here 
again great Penetration is requiſite, and much Caution is to be 
uſed. For theſe People being ſo deeply engaged in Affairs 
- themſelves, endeavour for the moſt Part to repreſent Things 
as much as poſſible in a Light the moſt favourable for their own 
Reputation ; and if, upon particular Occaſions, they give us 
evident Marks of their Sincerity, we cannot conclude from 
thence that they are always conducted by the ſame Spirit; 
for ſometimes theſe very Strokes are intended to ſurprize our 
Confidence, and to engage us in an implicit Belief of all 
they ſay. Beſides, even theſe great Men, being but m mh 
| able 
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liable to be deceived, and conſequently may deceive us, with- 
out deſigning it, which maketh it neceſſary for us to get the beſt 
Light we can as to the Temper, Views, and particular Foibles 
of ſuch Writers. For want of being acquainted- with which, 
we may be carried mto a wrong Road, and bewildered at the 
very Time when we imagined we were near our Journey's 
End. It is however right to make uſe of this Sort of Reading, 
provided we are very attentive, reflect upon what we read, 
and ſet up a Reſolution not to be borne down by the Credit 
of our Author; ſince in reading the Memoirs, as well as in 
perſonally converſing with great Men, we are naturally apt to 
receive Impreſſions from them, which we cannot eaſily ſhake 
off; and the greater their Abilities, the greater our Danger is 
i this Reſpe&, an Aſcendency once eſtabliſhed being very 
hardly if ever ſhaken off, by the Underſtanding. 

| The Peruſal of Polemical Writings upon Points of high Con- 
ſequence, is another, and indeed a very conſiderable Help, 
more eſpecially if the Controverſy be between Nations; for 
then not only the ableſt Writers are uſually employed on both 
Sides, but we are pretty ſure of having the Truth in ſome 
Meaſure ſtruck out between them. Thus in the Writings of 
| SELDEN and GROTIUs, we ſee almoſt all that can be ſaid 
upon that famous Queſtion of th: Dominion of the Sea; in the 
Pieces, publiſhed upon the late French King's claiming, in Right 
of his Wife, the moſt valuable Provinces in the Low-Countries, 
and the Anſwers to them, the Doctrine as to Sucseſſions and 
Renunciations is fully explained ; and the Paper-War between 
the late CZAR and his Rival CHARLEs XII. let us into many 
Secrets that otherwiſe would never have been known. All 
Collections therefore of this Kind, are highly valuable; and 
provided we can but preſerve aſteady Attention, and are ſecure 
of our own Impartiality, we have a very fair Opportunity of 
reaping much Improvement by this Sort of Study. In Do- 
meſtick Diſputes between Factions it is quite otherwiſe ; for 
very often the Caſe is miſrepreſented alike by both Parties; and 
though we are ever ſo well verſed in the Controverſy, it is a very 
great Chance, whether we ever get Sight of the Truth, at leaſt 
if we have not a Hint of it ſome other Way. 

GAZETTES and NEws-PAPERS, in reſpect to the Story of 
preſent Times, are not to be neglected; it is true they are but 
indifferent Evidence, but generally ſpeaking they are all the 
Evidence we have, and with much Attention and a reaſonable 
Degree of Sagacity, we may diſcover Truth from Falſhood, 
even in them. Indeed it is chiefly with regard to the Uſes that 
are to be made of theſe, that the enſuing Work was compoſed ; - 
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for by having a general Knowlege of the Syſtem of Affairs in 
Europe, and of the political Views and Intereſts of the particular 
Kingdoms and States therein, we — be enabled to make a 
right Application of that Kind of Reading, and to form a juſt 
Notion of what is paſſing in the World, notwithſtanding the 
Diſguiſes under which Facts appear in ſome Papers; and the 
Incorrectneis with which, for want of having proper Lights, 
they are related in others. Almoſt every Country in Europe 
hath its GAZETTE, or Paper by Authority, in which we are 
ſure to find every thing ſet forth with ſuch Colourings as may 


| beſt ſuit it to the Intereſts of that Power from which the Paper 


deriveth its Authority. The PARIS GAZETTE, for Inſtance, 
hath been very well characterized by a Writer of that Nation, 
in theſe Words, that it is the beſt written, and the leaſt read of 
any in Europe. The Language is very correct and pure, the 
Facts are well told, and ranged in their proper Order ; but we 
may be ſure that nothing findeth a Place there injurious to the 
Intereſt, or repugnant to theSentiments of the French Miniſtry, 
We may ſometimes learn from it Things of Conſequence with 
regard to other Countries ; but as to thoſe of France, nothing 
appeareth but the direct News of the Court, without either 
Reaſoning or Reflection. The latter Part of this Character 
belongeth to moſt other GazETTEs by Authority; that is to 
ſay, we can depend upon nothing in them but the Date and 
the Fact, nor upon the Circumſtances of the latter, if they 
are of any Importance; but by the Compariſon of theſe Ga- 
ZETTES with each other, and a due Attention to the Partiality 
of each, we may, generally ſpeaking, collect the Truth. In 
reſpect to other Papers of Intelligence, a very ſhort Acquaint- 
ance with them will let us into the Character, Spirit, and 
Views of their Writers ; and from thence we are to judge of 
the Credit due to their reſpective Relations. 

To facilitate this critical Kind of Reading, by which alone 
we can be enabled to judge of what paſſes in our own Times, 
and what Alterations happen in the Power, the Influence, the 
Connections, the Intereſts, and the Views of the ſeveral 
STATES of EUROPE, we muſt conſtantly keep in Mind the 
general Scheme, and the particular Plan before mentioned. 
To furniſh the Reader with which, is the ſimple and ſole 


Deſign of the following Sheets, in which they are as fairly 


and as ſuccinctly ſet down as poſſible. One muſt however 
allow, that general Collections of Treaties, a Tincture of the 
Law of Nations, whick may be collected from GRoTivs and 
PUFFENDORF, and a general Notion of the Geography and 
Hiſtory of Countries, are alſo neceſſary ; but theſe making al- 
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ways a Part of polite Education, which is a Structure we ſup- 
ofe already raiſed, and by no Means undertake to lay within 
2 narrow a Compaſs; what we have to offer is acceſſory only; 
and this it was neceſſary to premiſe, that Things might not 
be taken in a wrong Light, or more be expeRed from the 
following Treatiſe than it was ever intended 'to contain, It 
is infinitely better to keep our Promiſes within Bounds, and to 


perform them ſtrictly, than to endeavour to raiſe vaſt Ex- 


Ws pcctations in the Reader; and then fruſtrate thoſe very Ex- 


pectations we have been at ſo much Pains to raiſe. Arts like 
theſe are ſometimes uſed, in order to make Way for Sequels or 


ſecond Parts, which js not atYll in our Intention, as they flow 
from the Vanity of a Writer, whoſe Affection for his own 


KAbilities magnifieth to himſelf alone, the Merits of his Per- 

formance; and of this too it is hoped, that nothing will appear 
in this Treatiſe, ſince we are equally ſenſible of this Difhculty 
of the Taſk, and of our own Deficiencies ; but to break the 


Ice, and to give an Opening to what may be made uſeful and 
valuable, ought to ſtand us in ſome Stead with the Publick, and 
to defend from Cenſure what was never meant to acquire Ap- 
plauſe. The being ſerviceable to Mankind giveth infinitely 
— Satisfaction to an honeſt Mind than either Admiration or 
Praiſe. 

To ſet this Matter in a ſtill clearer Light, it may not be amiſs 
however to obſerve, that there is a wide Difference between a 
Geographical Deſcription, or an Hiſtorical Account of a Country, 
and a political View of its State and Intereſts. The latter cannot 
indeed be known, without having ſome Idea of the former ; but 
this may be brought within much narrower Limits than is com- 
monly imagin'd. The Manner at preſent in uſe for conveying the 
Principles of theſe Sciences, is much more expanded, and con- 


ſequently more tedious and troubleſome than is neceſſary ; and 


may very well be reckoned one of the chief Cauſes, why fo few 
apply themſelves to the Study of them with that Steadineſs and 
Attention, which is requiſite to become Maſters of what is pra- 
cticable and uſefel; that is, what every Day's Occaſions call for, 
and which may be as ſpeedily applied. But it is one Thing to 
endeavour the ſettling theſe Matters in ſuch a Light as is requiſite 
for thoſe who are wholly unacquainted with them, and quite 
another to range the Hea requilte to ſuch a political Introduttion 
in their natural Order, ſo as to refreſh the Memories of ſuch as 
are already acquainted with them, and enable the Reader to 
connect Events with each other, and with the general Syſtem 
of Things, in the gradual Progreſs of his own Inquiries and 
curſory Obſervations. on the Courſe. of publick Affairs. 
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In order to make the general Order of this Diſcourſe evident, 
as well as the Dependence of its Parts upon each other, it is 
requiſite that we ſhould acquaint our Readers with the Method 
that is obſerved therein. In the firſt Place then, we take No. 
tice of thoſe principal and leading Parts in PoLicy, which 
are, as it were, the Keys by which Men of Penetration un- 
lock the Cabinets of Princes, diſcover the true Maxims of their 
Politicks, and through the Varniſh of outward Colouring 
pierce into their moſt ſecret Reſolutions, and diſtinguiſh their ail 
pretended from their real Views. We proceed next to the 
general State of EUROPE, and give, as near as we can, a clear 
and conciſe Detail of the relative Force of its ſeveral Parts, of 
the Ties by which ſome of theſe are united one to another, of 
the complicated Powers ariſing from thence, with the Propor- 
tion between them, and whatever elſe regards the Title of 
the Chapter, and extendeth to the Powers of Europe, colle. 
Etively conſidered. The Way being thus paved for ſetting 
out the preſent State and particular Intereſts of its {ſeveral 
Powers reſpectively, we begin with the Northern Potentates, 
and proceeding in the plaineſt and moſt natural Manner po. 
ſible, we ſpeak of each Kingdom and State, its Forces, Intereſt, 
and Maxims, as they ſtood upon the Concluſion of the late 
Treaty, by which the Peace of EURoPE hath been ſo far re- 
ſtored, as to enable the judicious Reader to gain a rational Pro. 
ſpe& of what may enſue during the remaining Part of the pre- 
ſent Century. ; 


' CHAP. I. 
Of the Univerſal Principles of Pol Ic, or general 
Intereſts of every GOVERNMENT. 


JT” is a juſt and ſenſible Remark of a great Spaniſb Writer, 
1 that as the Motives of Submiſſion are the ſame in all So- 
ce cieties whatever, ſo from thence certain Principles ariſe, 
© from the various Combinations of which, according to the 
Nature of Times and Temper of Men, different Syſtems 
* of Rule, and various Methods of adminiſtring theſe Syſtems, 
be become neceſlary, or at leaſt expedient.” If, therefore, 
we are well acquainted with theſe, and accuſtom ourſelves 
to reflect on the Manner in which they have been or may be 
combined, what at firſt Sight, for want of this Conſideration 

= appeareth 
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appeareth myſterious and inexplicable, becometh by Degrees 
familiar and intelligible. It is the Notion that the governing 
Part of any Community hath of this kind of Science, that in 
one Senſe is properly ſtiled INTEREST, and in this Senſe it 
is that an illuſtrious and able French Politician ſayeth truly, 
and with great Spirit, that Kings govern Nations, and Intereſt 
governs Kings: Les Princes commandent aux Peuples, & Þ Intergt 

commande aux Princes. 5 
According to the Form of Government that prevails, this 
Maxim is to be underſtood. In abſolute Governments, if the 
Monarch hath real Abilities, his Senſe of publick Affairs is the 
ntereſt of the Body Politick, of which he is the Head; and 
he wanteth Abilities, it is, generally ſpeaking, the Senti- 


4 F ment of his prime Miniſter that occupies that Place. In li- 


£ ited Governments, Intereft dependeth upon the Notions of 


thoſe, who according to the Conſtitution are veſted with ſu- 


preme Power; and in ſuch Governments their Notions may be 
very eaſily known, becauſe their firſt Maxim is, that what is 
for the general Benefit ſhould be generally underſtood, In 
Ariſtocratie States, or Commonwealths governed by the Nobi- 
lity, their Senſe of Things is looked upon as the Publick In- 
tereſt. In free States again, where the People, or all who have 
a certain Degree of Property, are conſidered as the ſupreme 
Power, the Genius of the Nation, by which I mean their ge- 
neral Temper and Diſpoſition, is the Index that pointeth out 
their Intergſti. The firſt Thing therefore that is requiſite to be 
underſtood in practical Politicks, is the true State of the Go- 
vernment ſubſiſting in any Country. I ſay the true State; for 
the exterior and nominal Conſtitution is to be found in every 
Compendium of Geography or Hiſtory. But if an arbitrary 
Monarch confideth in a Funto, his Government is, in effect, 
an Ariſtocracy. If a limited Prince either governeth, or is go- 
verned by the Heads of a Party, the Conſtitution becometh 
from that Moment an Oligarchy ; and this is alſo the Condition 
of a popular State, where by any ſudden Revolution, or by the 
gradual working of a deep-laid Intrigue, the like Change is 
brought about, - 
But this is to be conſidered only as the accidental Intereſt of 
any Country whatever; for beſides this, there is a real Intereſt 
which ariſeth from the Principles before mentioned; and the wiſe 
or weak, the good or ill, the ſteady or fluctuating Adminiſtra- 
tion in every Government, is owing to the Harmony or the 
Oppoſition between its actual and its real Intereſts. The for- 
mer we have ſhewn is no otherwiſe to be diſcovered than by 
Information, as to the Hands in which Power is intruſted ; 


and 
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and this may be derived either from Intelligence from thoſe who 
have lived long under, or had an Opportunity to be well ac- 

uainted with, any Government; or it may be the Fruit of Ob. 
Crt For if we conſider the Conduct of any Nation, in 
reſpect to a few capital Points, and compare it with the real 
\ Intereſt of that Nation, we ſhall very ſpeedily, and with very 
great Certainty, diſcern the true Spirit of its Government. 


And this in moſt Caſes will be found the ſafeſt Way of judging, | 


or at leaſt it will enable us to correct the other Mode of Infor- 
mation, by ſhewing us what Fart of our Intelligence is worthy 
of Credit, and what ovght to be rejected, let it come from what 
Authority it will, We know this is an infallible Maxim, Ye 
ſhall juige by their Fruits. 

But we come now to the great Point of all, which is that of 
ſeparating and diſtinguiſhing the Principles upon which the real 
Intereſts of all Nations are founded; and this, as in the other 
Art of decyphering, depends upon -five great Points, which 
may be metaphorically ſtiled Political Vowels. Of each of 
theſe in their Order we will ſpeak as ſuccinctly as poſſible, be- 
cauſe we are aware, that to ſome Readers this Part of the 
Work may feem tedious, which is common to the elementary 
Parts of all Sciences; and yet without due Attention to them, 
no Branch of Learning can be fully or thoroughly underſtood. 
To theſe there is a frequent Neceſſity of having recourſe ; 
and.no Man is ever Maſter of any Kind of Study, till he feels 
the Advantage and is fully ſatisfied as to the Uſe of its funda- 
mental Principles. For then, to reſume the former Com- 
pariſon, he firſt ſpells with little Trouble, and at length 
reads fluently and without Heſitation, what one would have 
fhonght him an Oedipus, who ſhould have been able to un- 
riddle. 

The firſt Principle tending to demonſtrate the real Intereſt 
of a People, is their RE IIGION; for that will always have its 
Weight. It is true, that the Reality and Importance of this 
appeared ſtronger in the laſt Age than in the preſent, when 
E there was à ſincerer Senſe of it in moſt Countries; 
but it is ſtill of Conſequence enough to maintain its Poſt. For 
how moderate ſoever Men may be in their Profeſſions, how 
lukewarm ſoever in their Practices, yet either from Principle, 
from worldly Motives, or fram Cuſtom, they will have a Rea- 
dineſs to unite with ſuch as declare themſelves of the ſame 
Belief, and an Eagerneſs in oppoſing thoſe who differ from 
them, In ſhort, Infidel, Bigot, and Heretick, remain till 


Terms of Enmity ; and tho“ they have not the ſame Strength 
TM | W 
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as heretofore, each of them has yet ics Meaulny, and carries 
a large Proportion of Reſentment with it. : 

Next to Religion the natural Grow:ds of Friendſhip, Alli- 
ances, or Amity, is a leading Principle. In Monarchies this 
ſometimes ariſes from Nations being gaverned by the ſame Fa- 
mily. As for Inſtance, France, Spain, and Naples; we have 
ſeen, and in all Probability we ſhall ſee, that this has a great 
Effect; and that the Meaſures of the Head of the Houſe will 
be, generally ſpeaking, acquieſced in by all its Branches, 
Sometimes it ariſes from Intermarriages ; but very little Streſs 
W is to be laid upon this, where the Prices are equal, but a very 
great Weight where it is otherwiſe. For a great King, or his 
Heir apparent, marrying a Princeſs, Daughter to an inferior 

Prince, attaches the latter to his Intereſt : And this without 
Doubt was the Motive of a late Match that need not be men- 
tioned. Sometimes it proceeds from an Identity of Intereſts, 
as between the Maritime Powers, whom Reſpect to mutual 
Safety keeps cloſely united. At other Times it ariſes from ha- 
ving like Views; which was formerly the Caſe between Swe 
den and France, and has been of late that of France and another 
Power, as in Reaſon it ought to be between the Empreſs Queen 
and the King of Sardinia. There is allo a Kind of Connection 
that ſprings from the Similarity of Goverament; whence we 
ſometimes hear of the common Cauſe of Kings, and the joint 
Intereſt of Republicks ; but this ſerves rather for a Colour 
than a Principle, | | * 
The third general Head is that of Situation. Our own is a 
pregnant Inſtance of this ; a great Part of our Politicks are, or 
at leaſt ought to be, dictated to us from our Poſition as an and, 
which makes a martial Spirit univerſally diffuſed amongſt our 
People, and a great maritime Force, or natural Strength; as 
Commerce, not Conqueſt, is our true Principle of Acquiſition. 
As to the Effects of Situation upon the Continent, they will be 
naturally explained in that Part of the following Work, where 
we ſpeak of the Balances of Power, I mean of the inferior Ba- 
lances which ariſe chiefly from Vicinity, and that Neceſſity 
Which weaker Neighbours feel of living in Union, to prevent 

their being oppreſſed or ſwallowed up by ſome ſuperior Power, 
that can be only kept in awe by ſuch an Union. 

The relative State of a Nation is the fourth Principle, by 
which is meant its being in a better or a worſe Condition than 
formerly. For if any People are fluſhed with Succeſs in War, 
in Commerce, or from the Change of their Government to a 
milder from a ſeverer form; their Courage naturally riſes, 
their Reſolutions are quicker taken, and executed with unuſual 

| Vigour, 
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vigour. On the other hand, if People are dejected by frequent 
Loſſes, torn by inteſtine Factions, or any other way internally 


diſtreſſed, their Deliberations are confuſed, their Reſolutions 


flow, and an apparent Languor is viſible, whenever they at- 


tempt to carry their Reſolutions into Execution. | 
he loft Principle in general Politicks, is that of Claims or 
Pretenſſons; for there is always a Diffidence, or an Incompa- 
tibility of Intereſts, between ſuch Powers as have Pretenſions 
upon each other; of which, in the Courſe of the laſt and pre- 
fent Age, we have ſeen ſo many flagrant Inſtances, that to 
Inſiſt upon it would be needleſs. It ſhall ſuffice therefore to 
obſerve, that where theſe ſeem to be got over, and a tempora- 
xy Conjunction is brought about, it is always weak and un- 
found; and, like all unnatural Motions, however violent, is 
never laſting. The Alliance between the Courts of Vienna and 
Aadrid, is a modern as well as memorable Proof of it: Zu- 
rope was ſcarce alarmed. by their Conjunction, before its Fears 

wer quieted by their Separation. is 
It requires great Force of Mind, much Application, and a 
great Compaſs of Knowledge, to apply theſe general Principles 
to each particular State. A ſuperior Genius, capable of this in 
its utmoſt extent, and with the higheſt Degree of Perfection, 


** 


becomes a conſummate Stateſman; one fit not to aſſiſt only, but 


to direct the greateſt Monarch. And therefore the Emperor 
CHARLES V. who was at once the wiſeſt and moſt fortunate 
Prince of the Age in which he lived, had Reaſon to fay to his 
Son PH1L1P II. when he introduced to him his Secretary Eraſo, 
the Day after he had reſigned to him ſo many Kingdoms, and 


recommended him to his Service; “The Preſent I make you 


* now, is greater than that which I made you yeſterday ; 
Quanto os bi dado efte dia, mo es tanto que daros gte 


&«. criado. 
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CHAP. II. 


A Fiew of the preſent State of EuRoPs in 
general. 


Tur Europe is, beyond all Compariſon, the moſt hap- 

py and valuable Quarter of the Globe, is a Thing ſo 

much taken for granted, that perhaps few would think a — 
muc 
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much in the wrong who ſhould conceive himſelf under no Ob- 

ligation to prove it; but I muſt confeſs this has never been 
my Sentiment; ſince, in order to judge right, I am perſua- 
ded that in Politicks as well as Philoſophy we ſhould not ad- 
mit any thing till it is proved, becauſe there is no man 

with the ſmalleſt Degree of Certainty where we are not ſatisfie 
that bur Principles are ſound. In the firſt Place then, theſe 
high Prerogatives are not derived to Europe from its Size, ſince 
it is the leaſt of all the four Parts into which the Globe is di- 
vided ; and as it may be of ſome Uſe to know the * 
and becauſe I do not remember to have ſeen them ſet down 
any where with tolerable Exactneſs, I think it may not be a- 


miss to give them here. 


If we ſuppoſe the whole habitable World to be divided in- 
to three hundred Parts, Europe will contain of thefe twenty» 

eren, 4fa one hundred and one, Africa eighty-two, and 4. 

EF rice ninety. In reſpect to People, though ſhe certainly ex- 
cells Africa and America, yet ſhe falls very far ſhort of Aſia, 
if we may depend upon the Accounts that have been given us 
by the beſt and moſt judicious Travellers. In reſpett to Rich- 
es, her Gold and Silver Mines are not to be compared with 
thoſe in the other Quarters of the World; ſhe has few or no 
precious Stones, ſtrictly ſpeaking, found in any of the Coun- 
tries which ſhe contains; and as to Spices and Perfumes, we 
know very well from whence they are brought. 

At firſt Sight theſe Remarks may ſeem to deſtroy the com- 
mon Opinion, but when more cloſely examined they will be 
found to confirm it; for when we ſay one Country is greater, 
more powerful, and more conſiderable than another, we mean 
that ft is ſo in reſpect to the Condition of its Inhabitants, and 
in this Senſe we may very ſafely affirm it of Europe. 

For with regard to Territory, if we conſider what the Spa- 
niards, the Engliſh, the Portugueze, the French, and the Dutch, 
poſſeſs in other Parts of the World, we may venture to aſſert, 
that it is equal, if not ſuperior to 4/ra — if it contains not 
ſo many People within its own Bounds, yet it may be truly 
ſaid to command more. As to Riches, it is notorious that 
the European Nations enjoy, in Conſequence of their Trade, all 
that Nature has beſtowed upon the other Parts of the World. 
Thus we ſee that without any Prepoſſeſſion in Favour of that 
Part of the Globe in which we are ſeated, we have good Cauſe 
to maintain that it ſurpaſſes all the reſt ; and that we may with 
Reaſon admit for Truth what Cuſtom has taught us to believe, 
that Europe is indeed the happieſt, the moſt powerful, and in 


reſpect 


| 
8 
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ture RefleCtion, I am apt to believe that the People of this 


(14) 4 
reſpect of Arts, Arms, and Trade, by very far the moſt con- 
ſiderable Portion of the Globe. | 1. 

After ſettling this Point, it is natural to deſcend to thoſe 
general Heads, whence the Grandeur, and which is of no leſs 
Conſequence, the Stability of the Governments of Europe, a- 
riſe, and on which the Power and Safety of its ſeveral Parts 
depend; which that we may not multiply ſuch Articles beyond 
what is neceſſary, we ſhall confine to three Heads, viz, Reli- 
gion, Trade, and the Union of political Intereſts ; and when 
we have treated particularly of theſe, the general State of 
Europe may be thoroughly and perfectly underſtood, and a 
right Judgment formed of the Views and Force of the ſeveral 
Parties therein, and of the Nature of thoſe Controverſies which 
from time to time ariſe amongſt them, and which as Expe- 
rience will ſhew, may be calily referred to one or other of 
theſe Subjects, | BE 

To begin then with Religion: Tho! it is true that there are 
ſome Pagans in the Swediſh and Muſcovite Lapland, a vaſt Mul- 
titude of Fews ſcattered almoſt through every Coũntry, and 
that the Mahenimedan Religion has the Sanction of public Au- 
thority in the Grand Seignior's Dominions ; yet the prevail- 
ing Religion is Chriſtianity, divided indeed into a great Num- 
ber of Sects, but falling under the three following capital Di- 
ſtinctions; viz. Chriſtians of the Cree Church, Chriſtians in 
Communion with the Church of Rome, and Proteſtants. I 
muſt confeſs it has always appeared to me in the Light of the 
moſt difficult Taſk, to ſettle the Weight and Proportion of 
theſe different Intereſts; and yet this is a Point that ought 
not to be hurried over, becauſe the ſupporting, promoting, 
and extending their ſeveral religious Syſtems, makes a great 
Part of the Buſineſs, and is a principal Part in the Policy of 
moſt of the European Powers; and without a competent Un- 
derſtanding of the Queſtion I propos'd, as to the Strength or 
Weight of each Party, the State of Europe can never be tho- 
roughly or juſtly underſtood, and therefore how thorny or 
perplexed ſoever this Point may be, it is incumbent on me to 
diſculs it. | 

As to the Chriſtians of the Gree& Church, they have for 
their Head whoever wears the imperial Diadem of Ruſſia: The 
Princes of Moldavia and Mallachia are alſo of this Religion, 
and ſo are the greateſt Part of the Chriſtians ſubje& to the 
Grand Seignior, beſides Multitudes that are ſcattered through 
Hungary, Poland, Tranſyluania, and ſome Parts of Germany. 
On the whole, after the ſtrifeſt Computation, and moſt ma- 
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Perſuaſion are at leaſt equal in Number to the Papiſts. If any 
one ſhould object that there are many great Kingdoms, the In- 
habitants of which are in Communion with the Church of 
Rome : J muſt reply, that the Extent of their Dominions tak 
together, is not more than half of the Territories poſſeſſed by 
the Czarina in Europe only; and though it be true, that thoſe 
are thinly inhabited, and that her Ryffan Majeſty's Subjects are 
of all Religions, yet ſurely the Greek Chriſtians under the Yoke 
of the Turk, if they were removed into her Countries, would 
go near to render her Empire as populous as any of the King- 
doms governed by Popiſh Princes. | 

I might add ſome other Conſiderations upon this Subject, 
ſuch as, that we are leſs acquainted with the Countries inhabit« 
ed by the Chriſtians of the Greet Church, than with thoſe in- 
habited by Papiſts, which may render us leſs eapable Judges of 
this Queſtion. But the Reaſon of the Thing when ſtrifly 
conſidered, will overcome all theſe Prejudices, and bring over 
every competent Judge to my Opinion. The Importance of 
this Enquiry will be the better underſtood, if we reflect a little 
on the Diſputes that ſo frequently happen between the Ruſſians 
and Turks, The former are certainly by much the moſt dan- 
gerous Enemies that the Ottoman Empire hath to fear, becauſe 
the beſt Part of its Chriſtian Subjects are naturally inclined to 
the Ruſſians, whereas they are much better 1 to live un- 
der the Power of the Turks than to fall under that of the Au- 

firians, merely becauſe the latter are Papiſts, which implies a 
Diſpoſition to perſecute, which can only be reſtrained by the 

Vicinity of ſo formidable a Power as the Turi; but when the 

domeſtic Affairs of the Muſcovites are once ſettled, and the 

Houſe of Fb//tein in peaceable Poſſeſſion of the imperial Throne, 

and of that of Sweden, it is very eaſy to diſcern that the firſt 

fair Opportunity that offers will endanger the Fall of the Turk- 

i/þ Empire, or at leaſt the Loſs of her Dominions in Europe, 

chiefly from the Crown of Ruſſia's being conſider'd as the Rem- 

nant of the old Conſtantinopolitan Empire, and the ancient and 
natural Head of the Greek Church. | 

We come now to examine the Strength and Power of the 

Romaniſts, which is certainly very great, and the common 
Opinion is, that it daily gains — If there be any Truth 
in this, it muſt be principally owing to their having a viſible 
Head, I mean the Pope, clothed with that ſort of Authority 
which is fitteſt to ſupport and extend the Tenets of Religion. 
The Reformation, though it has much weakened the ſpiritual 
Power and temporal Strength of the Holy Father, has, not- 
withſtanding, furniſhed him with many Adyantages of another 

| kin 
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kind, or rather the Policy of the Church of Rome; hath turne2 
the Views of Proteſtants to her Advantage, by affecting a pa- 
ternal Care for the Princes and States of her Communion, aſ- 
ſiſting the Authority of the State in Times of Peace, and in- 


terpoſing her Authority as a common Mediator in caſe War 


breaks out amongſt them. This is certainly a Benefit to them 


and from their being convinced of this, ſprings the Reſpect 


paid to his Holineſs by the wiſeſt Adminiſtrations in all Popiſh 
Countries, | EY | . 

It is from the ſame Principles that the Propagation of the 
Popiſh Religion is look'd on by them as the higheſt Point of 
Policy, from which they are ſure never to depart ; and there- 
fore we need not wonder that they have made, and are like to 
make, very conſiderable Acquiſitions. It may be look'd up- 


on as a Thing certain, that notwithſtanding all the Endeavours 2 


that have been uſed, during the laſt two Centuries, to weak- 
en the Proteſtant Intereſt, it is ſtill very conſiderable, very 


able to ſupport itſelf againſt the Force at leaſt, if not the | 
Frauds of all its Enemies; neither, after all, is it ſo much 


weaken'd as ſome out of Fear, and others from worſe Inten- 


tions, have aſſerted; for we are to conſider, that the Coun- |} 


tries in which the Reformed Religion is profeſs'd, are moſt of 
them very populous, carry on a great Trade, and have many 


Colonies, by which Means they propogate their religious Sen- 


timents almoſt without attending to it. | 

We muſt confeſs however, that the Want of a Head, the dif. 
claiming the Doctrine of Perſecution, and the maintaining the 
oppoſite Sentiment of the Right of private Judgment, are great 
Diſadvantages to the Proteſtant Cauſe confider'd in a political 
Light. We are the more ſenſible of this of late Years, becauſe 
the Zeal and Spirit which formerly appeared in ſeveral Princes 
and States for the Support and Encouragement of Religion, is in 
a manner loſt from the prevailing of a Spirit of Licentiouſneſs, 
not more dangerous to the Concerns of the Church than of the 
State, which, by degrees, may revive the old Spirit; eſpecially 
as the Encroachments of Popery become more and more viſible, 


The famous Guftavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, owed all his 
Power and Grandeur to his aſſuming the Character of Protector 


of the Proteſtant Intereſt in Germany; and when he comes tho- 
roughly to conſider his Situation, there is great Reaſon to be- 
lieve that the preſent King of Pruſſia will fix alſo on that Cha- 
racter at laſt, as the moſt proper to preſerve the Dominions and 
Power he has already obtained, as well -as to extend them; 
and while the Proteſtant Intereſt is effectually ſecured in Ce- 
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many, it is certain that it never can decline in other Parts 
of Ba. We ſhall next er ter into a ſhort Compariſon of 
the Weight of theſe two Intereſts, and then proceed to another 
Subject. 1 , 2 0 = 
In'computing the Strength of the Papi, it is uſual, and 
indeed proper, to reckon the Emperor firſt, becauſe he pre- 
cedeth all the Princes of that Communion, and addeth ſome- 
what, to the Credit of this Religion by his Authority in Germany: 
Yet having few or no Subjects as a Monarch, he ought not to 
be conſidered as having, in this Reſpect, any. Weight compare - 
able-to the lofty Title of Emperor of Germany, and King of 
che Romans. The next Popiſh Power is France, then Spain, 
nana next Portugal. Although the King of Poland's Dominions 
re more extended than Spain and Portugal taken together. 
A fter them follow the King of Sardinia, the Pope, the Princes 
nud States of al, with ſuch of the Swiſs Cantons as are Pa- 
piſts; and this bringeth us back again to Germany, where we 
iind all the Dominions of the Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, 
together with the Electors Bavarian and Palatine, beſides the 
Spiritual Electors, and other Princes and States of the ſame 
Communion. ' e ESE | R. of 
Of the Proteſtant Powers We are without doubt the moſt 
conſiderable. Next follow Sweden, Denmark and Pruffia, the 
United Provinces, the Stoiſ Cantons and their Confederates ; 
then the Subjects of the Elector of Saxony, although their Prince 
be a Papi, the Elector of Hanover, the Duke of Courland, and 
all the leſſer Princes and States of Germany of our Communion. 
According to the neareſt Computation that can be made with 
reſpect to Territory in Germany, the Proportion between Papi/?s 
and Proteflants may be as Ten to Eight, but in point of Num- 
ber of onghon I apprehend the Proteſtants are at leaſt equal; 


0% hw oe» vv 0 


2 O 


and out the reſt of Europe, I conceive the Proportion 
in Point of Territory to be as Eight to Seven; but as to Peo- 
ple, I think there is good Reaſon to believe that the Proteſtants 
are rather more numerous than the Papiſts, becauſe the Pro- 
teſtant Countries are inconteſtably much fuller of People. 

In the North, for Example, though Poland be very populous, 
yet it is certain that one half of the People are not Papifts, and 
at leaſt one third of them Proteſtants, whereas in Storden and 
Denmark there are few or no Papiſts ; in Germany again all the 
great trading Cities, though crouded with Inhabitants, are Pro- 
teſtants. In Jah indeed the Papiſts are in a manner without 
Mixture ; but this is ballanced by the Number of People in 
| Great Britain. In order to cut the Matter ſhort, and to ſet 
- this Point in the cleareſt Light poſſible, I ſhall here * 
Tp | 7 
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the Reader with a very curious Table, which will ſerve to re- 

late his Judgment not only with Reſpect to this, but with 
gard to many other Subjects of Importance. 5 


The Proportion of the ſeveral Powers in Europe fo 

| | Great Britain. | 
Ruſſia | r Portugal © o, 36 
Germany 3, 33 Spaniſh Netherlands, o, 18 
Sweden 3, 63 United Provmces „ 11 


' Poland 3, 39 Switzerlind ©, 17 
France 1 &* Denmark ' 1, 49 
Spain 1, 81 _ 7 4040: 11 108 

© Turkey. 3, 18 | | p 8 


In order to explain this, I need only ſay, that the Propor 
tion between Ruſſia and Great Britain is as 10---13, to 1; that 
is, Ruſſia is ten times as large as Great Britain, and 13 Parts of 
200 more; and at the ſame time it pointeth out the compara- 
tive Strength of Britam, to. other Nations, it alſo ſhews the 
Proportions of all theſe Countries to each other; 3 
The next Thing to be conſidered-is the Trade of Europe, 
which hath undergone in the Courle of Ages very great Altera- 
tions. Upon the Fall of the Roman Empire it ſeemed to be in 
ſome Meaſure eee but very ſoon revived again amo 
the Saxons, who when they became Maſters of this Iſlan 
eſtabliſhed a vaſt maritime Power here, which however did 
not continue very Jong, the Danes n Maſters 
of this Country by their great Superiority in this Reſpect. 
After ſome Ages, Commerce and Maritime Power retited 
Southward, and were, in a manner, who fled by the 
Lalian States, particularly the Yenetians. and the Geneeſe, who 
had ſhared between them the Traffick of the Eaſt, - which 
enabled them to draw the Wealth of all other Nations to 
themſelves. 4] 1 1% 

But in the thirteenth Century ſeveral free Cities in Germany 
began to league ther for the Support and Maintenance of 
their Trade, and ſoon made their Confederacy known to the 
World, by the Title of the Hanſeatic League: But as their 
Trade brought them in immenſe Wealth and Power, ſo this 
rendered them haughty and infolent, which, by. Degrees, 
brought on their Ruin, to which, however, other 1 
2 — ances 
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ſtances contribut or in * fifteenth, Century hs ee 
erfected a new Tus to. the Za Indies by. th 9787 

„ and about th ſame time the 553 the Cipe' ered 7437 

rica, which threw. 13 Trade of Europe and its chief Naval 

ower into the Hands of theſe Nations, who, If they had known 

ow: to cultiyate it with Skill, and to uſe it with Moderation, 
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= is even at this JunCfure, or was at feaſt be ore 

ing out of the laſt War, in a better Condition then ever. 
that.the Maritime Afﬀairs of Europe have in this laſt Mos 
ſuffered a very great Change, though very probably they may 
ſuffer before its Period till a greater. 

The like Attention to Commerce and Maritime Power hath, 
within theſe. fifty Years, appeared in almoſt every other Nation 
in . The Swedes and Danes have ſet up Eaft India Com- 

C.2 - panies ; 
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es; the Ruſſians have opened a new and advantageous 


Traffick, as well on the Caſpian as on the Black Sea. The 


Houſe of Auſiria ſhewed a great Deſire of reviving the antient 
Commerce of the Low Countries, and when that was found 
impracticable, made ſome excellent Regulations at Trigſe and 


Fiume. The Genceſe have within theſe few Years erected .. 
Company of Aſſurance, on purpoſe to encourage their Subjects 


to venture upon long Voyages, and, if poſſible, to recover 
their old Reputation as a Maritime Power. Nay, even the 
Spaniards themſelves, who in this Reſpe& have flept far ſuch 
a Number of Years, have at laſt opened their Eyes, erected 
ſome, and have under Conſideration the erecting ſeveral other 


Companies, for the Encouragement and Extenſion of Trade 


through their European and American Dominions. 
We may, I think, ſafely infer from theſe Inſtances, that 
the Navigation and Shipping of the Europeans in 1 are, 
within the laſt fifty Years greatly increaſed; and as a farther 
Proof of this, we need only conſider. the numerous Fleets and 
eat Embarkations of different Powers, ſuch as the | 
weden, and Danes in the North, the Invaſion of Si: and 
Africa by the Spaniard, and many others. Sir Walter Raleigh 
made a very ingenious Calculation of the Maritime Power of 
Europe in his Time, and Sir William Petty, from better Lights, 


gave us another Calculation, which hath been conſidered as 


the Standard ever ſince... He thought the Durch had about 
900,000 Ton ih Shipping, Great Britam 500,008, Stveden, 
Denmark, and the trading Towns in Germany 250,000, Por- 
tugal and Italy 250,000' likewiſe, and France about 100,000. 
Bur fince that Time, Things have altered very much} both 


with Reſpect to us and other Powers, inſomuch that I am fully 
perſuaded, that our Shipping was, before the breaking out of 
the laſt War, at leaſt double to what it might be at the Con- 
cluſion of the Peace of Utrecht. It is, I muſt freely acktiow- 
lege, a very difficult thing to pretend to give, with any Degree 


of Exactneſs, the preſent en of Maritime Power; 
e 


however, until a better can be formed, I flatter myſelf the 
een N myſel ks 


_ Hollowing Table may have its Uſes. ' 
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0 The trading Cities and Sea Ports of Germam and 


| Foe yt cont 
If the Shipping of Europe be divided into Twenty 
Parts, then 5 


Great Britain, &c. bath s 0 
ö a ons” a” t 
The Subjects of the Northern Crowns = 2 


{83 


the Auſtrian Netherlands . 1 
France - - ane - 2 
Spain and Portugal = — 2h 9 2 
Taly and the reſt of Europe - . : 2 


The Grounds upon which this Caleulation ſtandeth, would 


require a great deal of Room to explain. And after all, it might 
prove no eaſy Thing to perſuade ſuch as are acquainted with the 


Commerce only of this, or that particular Country, to admit 
that the Computation is fairly made; but however, it will, I 
dare ſay, be found, that ſuch as are concerned for any parti- 
cular Country, will allow the Table to be right enough as to 
the reſt, which is as much as any one. can well expect. But be- 
ſides ſhe wing the State of Commerce at this Day, there is ano- 
ther great Uſe to which this Computation may be applied, and 
that is by way of Standard, to ſee how far one Power riſeth, 
or another ſinketh in this Reſpect; for if ever it ſhould come 
to paſs that theſe Proportions ſhould — conſiderably, it is 

that this muſt produce very great and ſenſible Alterations 
in the general State of Affairs. * 

Thus, for Inſtance, if the Houſe of Bourbon ſhould ever ac- 
quire as great a Proportion of Trade and Naval Force as either 
of the Maritime Powers, it would be an Acquiſition of much 
more Conſequence than any they have hitherto made in Point 
of Territories or Dominion; but at the ſame Time we muſt 
be aware of another Thing, which is this, not the Pro- 
portions, but the Total of Maritime Power may alter, and in 
that Caſe the Growth of any particular State, although advan- 
tageous to itſelf, would not render it more formidable to 


Others. 15 


This Computation likewiſe ſheweth how much it is the Inte- 
reſt of the Maritime Powers to ſuſtain their Characters in that 
Reſpect at all Events; ſince by this Means only they can = 
. 4 . aa g C Z2:: era wolzgog | 
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ſerve their Independency, 3 their Subjects wherever they 
may be ſettled or diſperſed, and z Allies, notwithſtand- 

ing the ſüßerior Po Wet as well as boundleſs Ambition of any à - 
ſpiring Neighbour. We nerd not wonder then, at a common 
Notion which prevaileth, as if we had a Right to preſcribe to 
ſome other Nations the Boynds of, their Naval Greatnefs; I 
will not pretend to vindicate the Exerciſe of ſuch a Prerogative ; 
but, methinks, it would be no ill Stroke of Policy X ould any 
State, really Miſtreſs of ſuch a Power, exert it upon Extravrdi. - 
nary Oecaſions; but under ſuch Colours and Pretences; as might 
effectually hide it: for this may be laid do wu as a thing certain, 
chat nothing is ſo dangerous to a Maritime Power as Pride, and, 
in conſequence of that vicious Principle; an ill Uſe of it. 
What we have before ſpoken of Trade or Commerce, may very 
well anſwer the Ends expected from it in an Hiſtorical Li t, and 
teach us to judge — — of the Nature, Extent, and com- 
patative Strength of what Is ſtiled Maritime Power. But in a 
Political Senſe; this will not by any Means ſuffice, If we will 
really judge of Things as they are, we muſt be thoroughly ac - 
quainted with their Ihſides, and not content ourſelves with the 
bare Conſideration of Appearances. We ſee and know, that 
-whatever State or Power is poſſeſſed of extenſive Trade, muſt 
have à great Naval Forte, the Effects of which will render her 
conſiderable; yet it ĩs very requiſite to know how this ariſeth, 
and = the Strength and Dominion of a Maritime Power is 
firmer and more durable than that which ariſeth from a great 
Extent of Territory, Multitudes of Subjects, or rich and fruitful 
Countries; which is what I ſhall endeavour to explain in very 
few Words, and then apply it to ſome very material Purpoſes. 
Fin then, Trade is extremely ſerviceable to any Nation, let 
the Form of its Government be what it will, becauſe it intro- 
duceth Induſtry and Arts, by which the Manners of a People are 
entirely altered]; for it is not abſolutely the Number of Subjects, 
but the Number of uſeful Subjects, that maketh any State pow- 
erful. In the next Place, it introduceth Property, for without 
Security with Reſpect to that, it is impoſſible that Trade ſhould 
fowriſh; and in this Reſpet̃t, it leſſeneth ſome; and taketh away 
many Inconveniencies, to which every Kind of Government is 
from its Nature liable. And laſtly, it draweth an almoſt incon · 
ceivable Flux of People, wherever it is thorouglily fixed. 
Hence we may very eaſily aſſign the true Cauſes of the long 
Duration of Republicks famous for Trade; fach as 75 andCar- 
thage in ancient Times, and the /enerians and Genaeſe in later 
Ages. It is impoſſible that à Nation active and induſtrious; rich 
and populous, and at the ſame time living under à mild Govern- 
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ment, ſhould not exert a greater Force when employed in at- 


tacking others, and have much greater Reſources in Caſe ſhe is 


attacked herſelf, than other States that want theſe Advantages ; 
hence it will appear how the State of Helland roſe to ſuch vaſt. 
Power in ſo ſhort a Time, and how her Subjects have been able 
to thrive and grow rich under Taxes and Impoſitions, which 
muſt have beggared them in any other Situation than that of a 
trading Republick. | 
Secondly, Trade quite altets the comparative Strength of States 
and Kingdoms, becauſe wherever it reſideth, it createth ſo many 


and ſo great Advantages, and begetteth ſuch Relations and Con- 


nections, as render a Trading State infinitely ſuperior to her 
Neighbours. For ſuch a State, if on the Continent, can fortify 
her great Towns ſo as to reſiſt a Power ten times ſtronger, in Re- 
ſve to People ; ſhe can maintain, if it be requiſite, great Num- 
bers of Regular Troops, and on any Emergency can hire more 
from her Neighbours, beſides what ſhe may be able to do by the 
Help of her Maritime Force. Hence ariſe that great Strength 
and real Power ſhewn by Trading Republicks, when attacked 
either by ambitious Princes, or even by powerful Confederacies. 

Thus the Yenetians have often been too hard for the Turks, 
the Gemoeſe for the moſt powerful Princes in| zaly ; and in earli- 


er Times, the Lubeckers for the greateſt Powers in the North. 


Hence the famous League of Cambray, which was formed for 
the Deſtruction of the State of Venice in 1509, came to no- 
thing, although the greateſt Princes of that Time engaged in 
it, although the Yenetians themſelves were guilty of ſome In- 
diſcretions, and hong they had been, much exhauſted by 
former Wars. Thus alſo the famous Confederacy between 
France and Great Britain againſt Holland in 1672, proved abor- 
tive, although at the firſt, even the Dutch themſelves thought 
their Affairs deſperate, but ſtill their Loye of Liberty encou- 
raged them to rekiſt, and their Trade furniſhed them with the 
Means of getting tolerably out of that War. * 
Thirdly, Trade hath not only a very great Influence on the par- 
ticular Affairs of Nations ſeparately conſidered, and is almoſt the 
ſole Cauſe of a comparative Difference in the Strength and Forces 
of moſt of the Powers in Europe, but is alſo of infinite Advan- 
tage to this Quarter of the Globe in general; keepes us free from 
Apprehenſions of being over - run by thoſe barbarous Empires 
which the Mahommedan Religion hath eſtabliſhed in the World, 


and likewiſe brings us every thing that is. rich and coſtly, every 
thing that is ou and valuable, even from the remoteſt Quar- 


ters of the Earth ; ſo that to Trade alone, is, ſtritly ſpeaking, 


que that Superiority which at the Beginuling of this Diſcourſe we 
os C 4 attributed 


cern than formerly 
ſtance will make my Meaning perfe 
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attributed to this Part of the World over the reſt. In a Word, 
it is to Commerce that the People of E owe their Free- 
dom and Independency, their Learning and Arts, their exten- 
ſive Colonies abroad, their prodigious Riches at home; and | 
above all, that Naval Power, which ſo much ſurpaſſes any 
thing of the ſame Kind in other Parts of the World, and what- 
ever was attempted in that Way in former Ages. 

But there's one thing more, with reſpect to Trade, which I 
have not yet obſerved, and which, for any thing I know, has 
not hitherto been conſidered by any political Writer whatever. 
It is this. That the reciprocal Connections reſulting from 


Trade, have quite altered the State of Things, and produced 
within theſe two, or at moſt theſe three Centuries paſt, a kind 
of new Syſtem in Europe, or in the Chriſtian Parts of Europe at 


leaſt, by which 27 State is led to have a much greater Con- 
or what may R to another: an In- 
y intelligible, 

In former Ages, a Quarrel in the North could only have af. 
fected the North, but in the laſt Century Things were totally 
altered. Both the Dutch and we ſent our Fleets into the Bal. 
tict, upon the Quarrel that happened between the Swedes and 
Danes, a little before the Reſtoration of King Charles II. Not 


long after this, the Crown of Sweden became a contracting Par- 


in the famous Triple-Alliance for maintaining the Peace of 


"Europe, preſerving the Spaniſh Low-Countries, and ſetti 
"Bounds to the Power of France. After the Revolution, towar 
"the Cloſe of the Reign of King William, both the MaritimePow- 
ers ſent their Fleets again into the Baltic, with the ſame View 
and the ſame Succeſs, and the like has been done more than 
once ſince. The Pretence in all thoſe Caſes was, the Love of 


Juſtice, and an exact Performance of Treaties, in which alſo 
there was ſomewhat of Truth ; but the great and real Deſign 
was, to prevent thoſe Inconveniencies which muſt have befal- 
len the Maritime Powers, if either Sweden or Denmark had been 
entirely undone by thoſe Wars, We may therefore ſafely ſay, 
that the Ballance of Power (in the ſtri&t Senſe of that Phraſe) 


was created by Trade, and muſt continue to be the Object 


more eſpecially of Trading Countries, ſo long as they preſerve 


* 


their Commerce and their Freedom. 42 ** 
It is from a Senſe of this, that whenever any Power attempts 


to oppreſs another, or betrays a viſible Deſign of heightening its 


own Strength by attacking or conquering its Neighbours, other 


Potentates are ready to interpoſe ; from a quick Senſe, not only 


of the Inconveniencies that muſt ariſc from the Incroachments 


made by ſuch a Power, but from the juſt Apprehenſions that this 
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may, and indeed muſt prove extremely prejudicial to Com · 
—_ in general, and to that of ſeveral Nations in particular; 
who, to prevent this, will not ſcruple to take up Arms, as was 
the Caſe in the two laſt general Wars, as well as in this. Thus 
it appears, that the Ballance of Power is not an empty Name, 
or an idle Thing, but a very juſt and ſignificant, tho” a new 
and figurative Expreſlion. | 

By it we mean the preſerving the ſeveral Governments of Eu- 
rope, as far as may be, in their preſent Condition, and the hin- 
dering any Potentate whatever from acquiring ſuch a Meaſure of 
Power, as may be dangerous or fatal to thoſe reciprocal Inte. 
reſts before mentioned, which as they took Riſe from, are ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to the Continuance of Commerce ; and any 
Attempt upon which, is conſequently felt by every Nation that 
has any Share of Trade, and moſt of all as they have moſt _ 
Trade, and make the moſt of their Trade, by the Maritime 
. Powers. This, when he has atrentively conſidered it, the in- 
genious and judicious Reader will allow to be a fair and free 
Account of a Matter of great Importance; which, unleſs 
throughly, clearly, and perfectly underſtood, no View of the 
preſent State of Europe could be exhibited 8 of Credit, or 
capable of anſwering that End which we propoſed and intended. 

But notwithſtanding we have ſnewn, without any great Diffi- 
culty, how this Political Ballance ariſes; yet it is not quite ſo 
eaſy to explain wherein it truly conſiſts, For with reſpect to 
this, it is very certain that even the ableſt Writers find it a verx 
difficult Thing to diveſt themſelves of their Prejudices. As for 
Inſtance: A French Politician takes it for granted that this Bal- 
lance ought to be held by the King his Maſter; and never fo 
much as ſuſpeQs that this will, or ought to be diſputed. . At 
Vienna again, there is nothing clearer than that the Right of 
. holding the Ballance is in the Imperial Court, and he who 
ſhould treat this as chimerical, would be thought as deficient 
in Senſe, as in good Manners. The moſt judicious and ſenſi- 
ble Authors that I have met with upon this Subject, are the 
Ttalians, and particularly the Venetians; for do but grant them 
that the Sea as well as the Land is ſubje& to Dominion, and 
that their Republick has an indubitable Right to the Sovereignty 
of the Adriatich, and they will very — grant you all that 
can be deſired in Favour of other Princes and States. 

The Struggle therefore for the Ballance of Power, is in rea- 
lity a Struggle for Power; and ſuch as from the different Me- 
thods of treating this Queſtion, preſume to ſhew their Sagacity 
by doubting whether there be any ſuch Thing at all, rather 
ſhew theirWeakneſs; for tho” it be true, that in learned * 
5 en 
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Men often differ merely about Words, yet it is otherwiſe in po- 
litical Quarrels, for Nations very ſeldom fall out about Nothing. 
The laſt Part therefore of our Taſk is the hardeſt, for it conſi 
in ſhewing truly where this Ballance lies, which requires more 
Penetration and Impartiality than we can boaſt ; but, however, 
we will do the beſt we may, and leave the reſt to be ſupplied 
by the Obſervations and RefleQions of the judicious Reader, 

In the firſt Place, it is certainly the Intereſt of all the Powers 
in Europe to ſupport each other's Independeney, and to prevent, 
any Thing that has the Appearance of an Univerſal Monarchy, 
or the introducing the Influence of one Court over the greateſt 
Part of the reſt; becauſe this muſt be detrimental to the whole, 
and prejudicial to the Freedom, Learning, Arts, ManufaQtures 
and Commerce of Europe in general. a4; 

This we learn not only from the Principles of true Policy, 
but alſo from the unerring Lights of Experience; ſince it is 
impoſſible to aſſign a Time when the Powers of e in ge- 
neral inade ſo mean a Figure as when the Emperor Charle V. 
or his Son Philip II. were neareſt the Accompliſhment of their 
ambitious Views, and had in a Manner all the other Poten- 
tates at their Mercy, or at their Devotion. | | 

But beſides the general Ballance of Power, there are three 
particular Ballances which ought to be attended to and ſupport. 
. ed; becauſe if any of theſe be weakened or deſtroyed, it will 
be almoſt impoſſible to 1 the reſt. The firſt of theſe is 
"the Ballance of the North, where the Power of Ruff is chiefly 
to be apprehended. There is no anſwering for the Views of 
any Court, beeauſe they are perpetually cHangih the only 
Secutity that can be had, muſt reſult from the preſcribing pro- 
per Bounds to all; and In the preſent Caſe, this chiefly depends 
on the Maritime Powers, who are always able, and ought tobe 
ever willing to maintain that Equilibrium there which ſubſiſts 
at preſent. In this they have Reaſon to expect, if ſhe Is true 
to her own Intereſt; the Concurrence of France, to whom an 
abſolute and overbeating Power in the North would be as fatal 
as to any other State, becauſe ſhe muſt become dependent up- 
on it for her Naval Stores, and find her Grandeur in other Re- 
ſpects greatly diminiſhed. 


The ſecond Ballance of Power is in Germany, where, for 
the common Peace and Safety of Europe, it is neceſſary the 
Conſtitution of the Empire ſhould be maintained ; whith how- 

ever, cannot be done, if either the Imperial Dignity be trans- 
ferred to a Houſe more potent than all the reſt, or if any other 
Power be permitted to give Laws to the Emperor and Empi 5 
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At preſent, the Ballance of Germany ſeems to depend upon poi. 
ſing properly the two great Houſes of Awftria and Brandenburgh, 
= preventing either from giving a new Form to Things in 
that Country, which, conſidering the Intereſt which ſeveral of 
its Princes have in other Parts, muſt from its Conſequences ne · 
ceſſatily throw all Zurope into Gonfuſ ion: 

The third Ballance is in Ha-; where the ſeveral Princes and 
States ſeem to underſtand their own Intereſt the beſt of any. 
Upon this Principle, it ſeems reaſonable to preſerve both the 
Houſes of Auſtria and Baurbonin the Poſſeſſion of their Domi- 
nions in that Country, ſince if either ſhould be expell'd, the 
other would ſoon be abſolutely Maſter of the whole ; for te 
fame Reaſon it is expedient that the firſt Branch of the Ho 
of Bourbon ſettled there, ſhould not only be Sovereign, but al. 
together independent, which, in the Courſe of a few Years, 
muſt . Nr the Face of Affairs there, and bring 
that Power to act under the ſame Political Maxims with the reſt 
of the Princes and States of ah). 2 | 

It ſeems likewiſe requiſite for the Security of this Ballance, 
that the Power of his Sor dimen Majeſty ſhould be extended, be- 
cauſe every Acceſſion of Territory to him, muſt fix him more 
effectually to thoſe Fang les * conduce a the Peace and 
Proſperity of Hah; and tho? Accidents may happen, and ma 
for - Time oblige him to temporize, or 04 £44 ge incoalit, 
ently in regard to this Ballance; yet it is certain nothing but 
real Neceſlity, and being reduced to downright Deſpair, can 
carry him into an Alliance fatal to his own Independency, as 
wi to the Intereſts of his Subje&s, and the common Good 
of Chriſtendom. 


and therefore 1 ſhall only o ves, 
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CHAP. I. 


The preſent State and political Intereſts of the Rus- 
SIAN EMPIRE truly and ſuccinctiy repreſented. 


irn is nothing more natural in a Work of this Na- 
ture than to begin with the Northern Kingdoms of Eu- 
ropes for treating of theſe we ſhall have an Opportunity to ex- 
plain thoroughly, and to enforce fully, thoſe Conſiderations 
that have been already mentioned, and the political Principles 
that have been laid down, as well in regard to Nations in ge- 
neral, as to that particular Ballance of Power which has been 
for ſeveral Ages, and which is like to continue the Syſtem of 
the Northern Crowns. Amongſt theſe, as the Imperial Dia- 
dem of Ruſſia is by far the moſt conſiderable, fo there can be 
nothing more. juſt than to allow it Precedence, 
It is not at all requiſite that we ſhould enter into the antient 
Hiſtory of this Empire, and, in Truth, this is a Circumſtance 
much in our Fayour ; for nothing can be covered with deeper 
Obſcurity than that Period of Time amongſt the Ruſſians, All 
we know with Certainty is, that about Eight hundred Years ago 
they were converted to Chriſtianity, when their Sovereign mar- 
ried the Siſter of one of the Greek Emperors ; but after this, 
they fell under great Difficulties, were abſolutely ſubdued by 
the potent Monarchs of the Tartars, and were ſcarce heard of 
or known in Europe as a conſiderable Nation, till about the 
middle of the fifteenth Century, _ hard ah 45899 
They were then ey by John Bafilnvitz, @ Prince juſt- 
I ſtigmatized for his Tyranny, but at the ſame time a Prince 
who wanted not either a Head or a Heart: he found himſelf 
acknowledged the Soyereign of a very large Tract . 
tho? at the ſame time the Exerciſe of his Authority was confi- 
ned within very narrow Bounds ; for abſolute Power has been 
in all Times, and in all Places, a Thing fo terrible, that many 
different Methods have been made uſe of, even in Countries 
"where it is the acknowledged Conſtitution, to keep Hine 


24 


Amongſt the Riſſtaus, the Czar, or ſupreme Lord, was treated 
With a Degree of Reverence that ſavoured not a little of Divine 
Honour; but, notwithſtanding this, the hereditary Governors 
of Provinces retained the eſſential Exerciſe of Poweran, their 
own Hands, and except thoſe extravagant, ſhameful, and, at 
the ſame time, uſeleſs Marks of Submiſſion, they left very lit- 
dle more to the ſupreme Monarch, than the Revenues of the 


Territory 


* 
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Tang Moſemu, for the Support of his Houſhold ; whence 
he was ſtiled by Strangers Grand Duke of Mu ſcovy, a Title ne- 
ver owned by, and indeed hardly known to his Subjects. 
But John Bafilowitz was not of a Diſpoſition to be ſatisfied in 
any Degree with this fantaſtick Greatneſs ;. and therefore, hay- 
ing begun by ſowing Sedition amongſt theſe inferior Princes, 
he, by Degrees, reduced them all, and, at length, made an Ir- 
ruption into Livonia, which, he pretended, was held of him by 
the Knights who were in Poſſeſſion of it, which had terrible 
Effects. It was in order to cover themſelves from the Oppreſ- 
fion of ſo dreadful a Power, that Part of the Country ſubmit- 
ted to the Swedes, and that the Grand Maſter Cotofred Kettler 
renouticitg that Title, ſubmitted to the Republick of Poland, 
and accepted as a Fief the Dutchy of Courland, which he had be- 
fore held in Sovereignty... e 
We may form ſome Idea of the Loftineſs, and ridiculous 
Pride of this Conqueror, and ſome of his Succeſſors, from the 
following Circumſtance ; that they would not vouchſafe 
treat with the Kings of Sweden, or to have any Intercourſe wi 
them whatever directly; but left all Trankuftions with that 
Power to the Governor of Novgorod; upon which ſtrange Piece 
of Vanity, even the late Czar Peter I. valued himſelf not a lit- 
tle, in the Manifeſtos which he publiſhed againſt Charles th 
Twelfth, duting the long War that ſubſiſted between them. 
In the ſixteenth Century, the Troubles in the Ruſſia: Empire 
ve great Advantages to the Swedes, who madgWMemlelyes Ma- 
Rene of ſeveral of the Diſtrifts neareſt to their own Dominions, 
as well as extended their Conqueſts in Livonia, which, at laſt, 
humbled the Pride of the Ruſſian Monarchs ſo much, that to- 
wards the Cloſe of that Century, they were glad to conclude a 
Peace with Sweden; by which all Pretenſions were given up to 
Livonia and Efthonia, th Steal, at the ſame time, quitting the 
Province of Carelia, which, together with Ingria, they expreſs- 
hy acknowledged to be dependent upon the, Government of 


But this Peace laſted not long; for inteſtine Diviſions break- 
ing out again in Ruſſia, the Swedes made their Advantage of 
them, as before; and ar laſt, having the Czar in a Manner at 
their Mercy, they were with, much ado e upon, by an 
Englib Miniſter ſent by King James I. to liſten to Terms of Ac- 
commodation, which ed a Peace ſigned February the 
twenty-ſeventh 1616, in the Village of Stalbotua, by which the 
Ruſſians not only quitred all Claim to Livenia and Efthonia, but 
likewiſe gave up the Provinces of Jngria and Carla, W 


ESE. . 
with all the adjacent Country, as far as the River Nevo, and the 
Iflands at the Mouth of that River. 5 

Thus the Reader ſees, how the Ruſſian Empire was deprived 
of thoſe Provinces, which ſhe has ſince recovered from the 
Swedes 5 which is à Point of great Conſequence to be remem- 
bred. Nor will it be amiſs, to obſerve here, that it was an e- 
ſtabliſhed Maxim with the Stuedes, and indeed, with all the reſt 
of the Northern Powers, to keep the Ruſſian, as far as poſſible 
from the Baltict, that they might have ng Communication with 
other European Powers; having a juſt Loos. ws of thoſe Incon- 
veniencies that might produce, and which they have ſince felt 
very ſeverely. It was with this View, that they, inſerted ex- 
preſs Clauſes in ſome of their Treaties with the Hanſe Towns 
trading to Riga, Nerva, and other Places in that Nei 204 
that they ſhould not furniſi the Muſcovites wi! Any Kind o 
Arms offenſive or defenſive, or with any Sort of Military Stores 
or Ammunition whatever; ſo apprehenſive they were of the in- 
ternal Strength of that Power, Which the reſt of the European 
Crowns were fearcely acquainted with, and of which, without 
Queſtion, they had but very imperfe& and indiſtinct Notions. 

The Treaty laſt mentioned, by which ſuch important Geſſi- 
ons were made to the, Crown of Sweden, was concluded with 
Michael Foedormgitz,, the firſt Prince of the preſent-reigning Fa- 
mily, who was a Son of a Patriarch of the Greek Church, by a 
Daughter of John Bafilowitz, He aſcended the Throne in 161 
and reigned many Years ; during which, the Empire recovere 
in a great Meaſure from that deplorable Condition in which he 
found it. He was ſucceeded by his Son Alexius Michaelowitz, 
who bad ſome Thoughts of rec Fan the Provinces ton. from 
his Dominions by the Swedes, and with that VIEWERS into 
a War with Char les Guftavus, King 95 Wiper, in which, at firſt, 
he had ſome Succeſs; but a Rebellion breaking out in the King- 
dom of Aflracan, he was obliged. to give up his Conqueſts to 
the Swedes, that he might have Leiſure to ſuppreſs that Rebel- 
lion, which he happily. accompliſhed. .. |... 2.1, 7 
- This Monarch died in 16753 be had by his firſt Wife two 
Sons, Fear, and ſwan, and three; Daughters, Sophia, Mary, 
and Catherine; by bis ſecond Conſort, Natalia 1 the 
Daughter of his Prime Miniſter Kirih Paluchrotuitz e he 


7 
had a Son and a Daughter, viz. Peter Alexowitz, born Tune the 
Eleyenth 1672, and Natalia. Feder the eldeſt Son ſucceeded 
his Father, and being of a ſickly Conſtitution, was afliſted in 
his Adminiſtration by his Siſter Sophia. He died in 1682, and 


knowing his Brother Iwan to be yet leſs capable of governing 


than himſelf, he nominated Peter, his younger Brother, for his 
| Succeſſor; 


— c e —— 6 * 
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Succeſſor ; but by the Intereſt of the Princeſs Sophia, aſtet 
dor's Demiſe, the elder Brother was alſo aſſociated with him 
in the Government; but by reaſon of his Incapacity, never had 
any conſiderable Share in the Adminiſtration. 85 | 
This was that Peter Alexowitz juſtly ſurnamed the Great, the 
Father and Founder of that Ry//ian Empire, which makes ſo 
glorious a Figure at this Day, and which will be known; as one 
of the greateſt Powers in the World, to lateſt Poſterity/ At 
the Time of his Acceſſion, he found the greateſt Part of his 
Dominions mere Deſarts, ſprinkled here and there with a few 
great Cities, and ſcaree defended by any Fortreſſes of Conſe 
quence. The Port of Archangel was almoſt the only one in his 
Territories; at leaſt, that was frequented by Strangers: He 
was not only very little reſpected, but on many Occaſions in- 
ſulted, by his Neighbours, amongſt whom the barbarous, but 
martial Nation of Grim Tartars, entered his Territories atPleas 
ſure, and had formerly been Maſters of his Capital. The Turks 
looked upon him as theit Dependent; the Poles were more 
than a Match for him; and the Swedes contemn'd him. But at 
the time of his Deceaſe he left Things quite in another Condi- 
tion. He had torn from Sweden ſome of her beſt Provinces, or 
rather recovered thoſe of which his Anceſtors were deſpoiled; 
and in them he erected his 2 of Peterſburgh. — 
not his Neighbours only, but all Europe to reſpect him; and eſta 
bliſhed not barely a new Power in the North „ but a new Mari 
time Power, created by his on Skill; and I may ſay Rterally, 
wrought with his own Hands; for he knew how to build Ships, 
as well as to command them; and was not only a Soldier and 
Seaman, as well as Stateſman, but all theſe in Perfection. He 
was called, and which was a much higher Honqur, he'deſerved 
to be called, the Father of his Country : He aſſumed the Title of 
Emperor, and leftittohisConſort and his — — now enjoy 
it without Diſpute, as an Inheritance purchaſed by his virtues. 
This great Monarch died in the Beginning of the Year 1725, 
and was ſucceeded by his ſecond Conſort, theEnpreſsOothevine ' 
a Lady whom he had raiſed to his Bed, from the Gonſi- 
deration of her Merit. She governed this great Empire on the 
ſame Principles by which it was founded; and during het whole 
Reign was reſpected by her own Subjects, and by all the Pow- 
ers of Europe, as the worthy Sueceſſor of fo great a Monarch. 
Yet ſhe enjoyed this bigh Dignity but for a very ſhort Space, 
dying in the Month of May 1727, and leaving the Empire to 
the Grandſon of her deceaſed Lord. Ruffia, from being go- 
verned by a Woman, fell under the Dominion of a Child, who 


was the Emperor Peter II. Grandſon to Peter the Great, the — 
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Heir Male of his Family, and in the Hands of an ambitious 
Stateſman, Prince — the Favourite of Peter, and no 
leſs ſo of the late Czarina Catherine. 

We may eaſily-conceive that the Czar Peter I. had laid the 
Foundations of the Ryffian Monarchy deep, when we ſee, that 
it not only continued to ſubſiſt, but to fouriſh alſo, notwith- 

ſtanding theſe Accidents, than which none could be more dan- 

erous in their Nature to a new-raifed Government. Prince 

| 12 was a Man of boundleſs Ambition, and at the Time 
of the young Emperor's Acceſſion, had the whole Power of 
the Empire in his Hands. He had framed a Deſign of raiſing 
his Daughter to the Rank of Empreſs ; and it is not improbable, 
chat he might have ſucceeded in this View, if he had not by an 

Act of Inſolence incurred the young Emperor's Diſpleaſure,who 

tho? he was but twelve Years old at his Acceſſion, yet had fo 

much Senſe and Spirit, that he diſgraced and baniſhed this too 
powerful Subject, and confiſcated all his Eſtate. He afterwards 
raiſed the Princes Dolgorouki to the higheſt Employ * in the 
Empire, and ale uſed the Princeſs Catherine, Da | 
to Prince Alexis, and to the Princes Sergius and John}. 
-before the Marriage was confummated, he was ſeized with the 
Small-Pox, of which he died on the 19th of January 2 
The Hiſtory of the Imperial Family is, in this Coun 
: Hiſtory of the Em Empire; which is the Reaſon that we 1 
on it; and from alone the Reader may collect abe 
of greateſt Conſequence towards underſtanding the publick 
currences in Nasa. Upon the Death of the Emperor Peer NI. 
the regular Succeſſion in that Empire was at a ſtand. Acco 
ing to the Will of the Empreſs Catherine, her eldeſt D. 
Au, Petrowna, Dutcheſs of Holftein, ought to have been © 
-ied;to'the Throne, but ſhe died the Year after her Mother, 5 
left behind ber à Son, who was at that Time about two Y 
old ; and therefore the Senate and Nobility of „ to ay 
ſo tedious a Minority; reſdlved not to adhere to f 94510 


- which they eſtabliſhed this Pretence, that it Was vac 

che Declaration of the late Emperor up on his Death, bed, 
had appointed another Sueceſſor, though "at firſt the 
_y agree among themſelves who they * NA 

„to be by which it was very manifeſt, that 17 
g their, Aſſertions, the young "7 0 in reality 
no fuck Declaration. 
It bas been reported; that ſome of the ptin epatytobity 
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ſelves, allowing only the Name and Enſigns of Sovereign Au- 
thority to one of the Imperial Family. The next Conſideration 
was, who this Perſon ſhould be, and after ſome Debate, they 
caſt their Eyes upon the Princeſs Ama Nuanotuna, Ducheſs of 
Courland, of the Imperial Line indeed, but out of all the Rules 
of Succeſſion: She was the ſecond Daughter of the Emperor 
Iwan or Fohn, elder Brother to Peter the Great, and who, as we 
before obſerved, was for ſome time his Aſſociate in the Em- 
pire ; but then ſhe had an elder Siſter Catharine kvanowng, who 
was married to the Duke of Mecklenbourgh, to whom, if the 
Succeſſion was to devolve firſt on the Daughters of the elder 


Brother, the Imperial Crown ſhould have come, but her Huſ- 


band was engaged in a kind of Civil War with his Nobility ; 
and therefore it was given out, that for ſecuring the Peace and 
Tranquillity of his Subjects, the young Emperor Peter II. paſ- 


ing her by, had called her young Siſter to the Succeſſion, 
which, ſoon after his Death, ſhe was invited to accept, 


The Princes Dolgorouki and their Faction, who took upon 
them the Management of this Affair, aſſigned the new Em- 
preſs a Council, framed a new Conſtitution for the Empire, 
and limited her A as they thought proper ; to which 
Regulations ſhe conſented. But as ſoon as the Czarina was 
fixed upon the Throne, ſhe cancelled all theſe Limitations, and 
baniſhed the Authors of them. She made Choice of grave and 
wiſe Men for her Miniſters, and gave the Command of her 
Armies to very able and experienced Generals, which enabled 
her to govern with great Reputation, and to maintain the 
Credit of her Empire, with Reſpect to the reſt of Europe; in as 


bigh a Degree as any of her Predeceſſors. She afforded the 


Emperor of Germany, Charles VI. a erful Suecour a- 
nſt the Houſe of Bourbon; ſhe Cares She preſent King of 


8 the Throne of his Father, notwithſtanding all the 
Im Spite of the Arms of France; ſhe made War a- 
e Turks with great Succeſs,” and in the Courſe of the 


8 ruined the Power of the Crim Turtars. In a Word, 


ſhe made her Government as much reſpected as from the 
Power of her extended Dominions it ought to be; and con- 


167 5 ſach Alliances with Foreign States, as were moſt oper 
wa 


for maintaining that Syſtem of Government, which"the 


bored to eſtabliſh.” * * * obo * 
She brought to her Court her Niece, the Princeſs An of Meck- 


lenbourg, the Daughter of her eldeſt Siſter, and martied her to 


Prince Anthony Ulric of Brunſwick Beviren; reſolving to call the 


Iſſue of this Marriage to the Succeſſion. The only Error in her 
Government was, 0 in Strangers, and 


particularly 
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and flattered with theſe fair Hopes, the Expreſs d 
na died in October Teng F btb 29431 Koln 


caſion, in which he aſſured him of a ſincere 
Lui XV. to Jwan, or Fohn, Sovereign of all he Ruſh 
a if Profeſſions of n were ominous 


could not ſubſiſt in the Form in which ſt food by the ide EH. 
pteſs's Will. The Prince of Brunſwick and the Grand Ducheſs 
| — * ventured upon a great Alteration; for they 


| ti ſeire on the Perfon of the Duke of Cour, 3 
; 
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particularly Germans, with whom ſhe filled her Councils and 
Armies, which raiſed a ſtrong Spirit of Envy of Reſentment 
in the Ruſſian Nobility, who RES not bear with Patience, li- 
ving in a State of Subjection to Foreigners. This Diſpoſition 
began to ſhew itſelf with great Vehemence towards the latter 
End of the Life of the Empreſs, who in order to extinguiſhit, 
had Recourle to extraordinary Acts of Severity, which were ſo 
far from having the deſired 25 that they highly encreaſed it, 
inſomuch that the Carina became very apprehenſive; of the 
Conſequences, for defeating of which ſhe made the beſt Pro- 
vi ſion that was in her Power. 
The Princeſs of Mecklenbourg was delivered of a Son, on the 
twelfth of Auguſt 1740, whom the Czarina, according to the 
\Ruyſian Conſtitution eſtabliſhed by Peter the Great, named her 
Succeſſor, and directed that the Prince his Father, and the Grand 
Ducheſs his Mother, ſhould be his Guardians; | ſhe likewiſe ap- 
pointed a Council about the young Emperor, whom ſhe thought 
the moſt capable of ſuſtainin ing. the Weight of Affairs, and of pre- 
ſerving Things in that Condition wherein ſhe intended to leave 
them. At the Head of this Council, with the Title of 
gent, was the Duke of Cour land, ber. reat Favourite Wh. 
the had raiſed to that Dignity, and who had the principal Diree- 
tion of Affairs in her Reign. Baron O/terman; High 4 9 
of Ruſſia, had the Rank of Prime (Miniſter, a Perſom G 
Experiehce, and through whoſe Hands; vdlatever telät — 
Foreign Affairs, had palled. for many Years; Count Munich; 
he had. ſerved with fo much Repytarion againſt the: uri, 
was at the Head of the Army with L Title: Hick Mi a 
ſo that there ſeemed! no great Reaſon to doubt the Fore 
ment-might'be-carried on as-welf as in the former Minori 


! The Emperor was immediately owned bythe Sense G0 Bed 
ple in his Gradle, and the Marquis 4+ a Chetardie ape wo 


Miniſter, made hi Iooperil Majeſty a long Speech 
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yet it was managed with ſo much Addreſs and Dexterity, as 
not to occaſion any great Stir or Bloodſhed in the Execution, 
and hardly any Noiſe or Tumult in its Conſequences, which 
tho? at that Time regarded as a very favourable Circumſtance, 
ſerved, if not for a Precedent, at leaſt for a Prelude to a Revo- 
lution of far greater Importance,' with a ſuccin& Account of 
which we ſhall conclude our Hiſtorical Memoirs of this Empire. 
Peter the Great, left behind him a Daughter, whoſe Name 
was Elizabeth Petrowna, a Lady of diſtinguiſhed Accompliſh- 
ments, and now about thirty- eight Years of Age. She had li- 
ved at Court, during the laſt Reign, in a Manner and under 
Circumſtances far enough from being ſuitable to her Birth; and 
the Prudence of her Behaviour, joined to the Magnanimity 
with which ſhe had ſupported her Misfortunes, had ſuch an In- 
fluence on all who beheld her, that ſhe had long reigned in the 
Hearts of her People, while others reigned upon the Throne. 
Atlaſt, the whole Ruſſan Nation, Princes, Nobility, Senators, 
Soldiers, and even the Populace, ; teſtified, ſuch, an Affection 
fonſher, that ſome who had ſerved her Father with Fidelity, 
and now enjoyed the Rewards of their Services, reſolved to 
hazard all for her Deliverance, and to riſque every Thing to 
recover her juſt Rights. They attempted it, and Providence 
we a Bleſſing to the Attempt ; this Revolution happened in a 
lage Night. On the fifth of December the Princeſs, Haabeth 
was a Hind of Priſoner in the Imperial Palace, and on the fixth 
ſhe Mus. ſeated on the Imperial Throne, and, the Tongues of 
her duhjects being ſer at Liberty, ſaluted Empreſs of all the 
4 Kuo unanimous Voice of the People. 
The Empreſs Eliabeth was no ſooner oollefſed of the Grown 
of her illuſtrious Anceſtors, than ſhe, gave the higheſt Marks of 
thoſe Virtues which render'd her worthy of that Elevation, and 
which her former Citeumſtances had conceal'd. . She rewarded 
beyond their Expectations ſuch as had contributed to this great 
Revolution, and 6 e e e r 
the former Reign, to eſcape muchibetter they-had Reaſon 
to expect. She cauſed many of the Abuſes that had been coma 
mitted in the Management of the Affalrs of the Empire to ba 
redreſſed . Shę (reſtored. the great Families of Rye to their 
ments in the Government...: 45 to che Gondudt'of Egreign Af - 
fairs, they ſuffered little Alteration, for the Empreis did not af 
fect to change all, but only ſuch Meaſures of the preceding G- 
vernment as were not caleulated for the Benefit of ber Subjects: 
and by this wiſe and moderate Behayiour, ſhe ſecured Beſpedt 
to her Government Abroad, as by her tenderneſs and maternal 
1 FN Affection 
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Affection for her People, ſhe diffuſed the moſt perfect Serenity 
through all her Dominions. Ms * | 
But her Conduct appeared in nothing more wiſe and a  ia- 
ble, than in the Care ſhe took for ſettling the Succeſſion, which 
ſhe knew muſt be fixed, before ſhe could hope to ſee her Go- 
vernment firmly eſtabliſhed. She therefore reſolved to ſend 
for her Nephew, the young Duke of Hhlſtein, who was the pre- 
ſumptive Heir to the Imperial Crown, under the original Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Emperor Peter the Great. The Name of this 
young Prince is Charl-s Peter Ulric, born the Tenth of February 
1728, who ſoon after his Arrival at Peterſburgh, was declared 
Grand Duke of Ruffia, and Heir Apparent of the Empire, in 
which Quality he has been acknowledged by the Senate, as 
well as by all the Nobility of that great Empire, with the ut- 

moſt Chearfulneſs poſſible. | s 

This Deduction will give the Reader a clear Idea of the pre- 
ſent Situation of Things in Ryfſia, and of the Motives which 
have induced the Czar: to provide with ſo much Diligence 
for the Eſtabliſhment of the Houſe of Holſſein; which will ve- 
ry ſoon occupy all the Thrones in the North, and conſequent- 
ly appear one of the moſt conſiderable Families that has been 
' known in Europe. The Houſe of Oldenbourg, of which are the 
_ preſent Royal Family of Denmark, is the ſame with that of 
Holftem. The Hereditary Prince of Sweden, who certainly 
_ owes his Dignity to the Interpoſition of the Czarina, is the 
near Relation, and as ſuch was Adminiſtrator of the Domi. 
ni ns of the Duke of Ho/ftein, now Grand Duke and Heir of 
" Ruffia. Prince Auguſtus of Hol/tein may poſſibly obtain the 
Duchy of Caurlend, and if that ſhould ever happen, this Houſlc 
will be truly formidable; and if all its Branches unite their In- 
tereſts, muſt neceſſarily have a great Influence on the general 
Affairs of Europe. Such an Influence as our modern Politici- 
ans ſeem not to have ſufficiently conſider'd, but which I con- 
. ceive will daily diſplay itſelf more and more; whenever the 
Princes, now conſidered as Succeſſors only, ſhall come to ab 
cend thoſe Thrones to which they are deſtined. | 
be Hiſtory of Riſia thus diſpatched, we come next to the 
_ Government of this great Empire; a Subject very little under: 
ſtood, but which may be, however, explained in a very fen 
Words. The Czar, Peter the Great, was the Legiſlator of li 
Dominions; and tho? no P ince was more abſolute than bim I 
ſelf, yet it is certain he aimed at ſetting ſome Bounds to al, 
Power of his Succeſſors; and it was for this Reaſon that ye: 

eſtabliſhed a Senate, in which it is thought that he had 4 
_ Government of France in View, and that he meant this er | 
reſemb 
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the Parliament of Paris, which it does in many Re. 
ects, and in none more than in this, that it ſerves to ſancti - 
a and give the Form and Authority of Laws by its Decrees 
to the Will of the Prince. 

But ſtill the old Conſtitution prevails, and the true Govern- 
ment of . 0 is what it always was, deſpotie. In Minorities 
indeed, and in other Conjunctures, ſuch as in the late Revo- 
lutions, there ſeems to be an actual Power attributed to the 
Senate, which to People at a Diſtanee may repreſent the Form 
of Rule in Ruffia as a limited Government; but when we 
come to examine it more cloſely, we ſhall perceive fo ſtrict a 
Conformity between the Will of the Prince and the Decrees 
of this Aſſembly, as muſt ſufficiently convince us of the Truth 
of what has been before laid down, viz. that the Imperial Pow- 
er is rather ſtrengthened than eontrouled by their Proceedings. 
As to the ſeveral Colleges, as they are ſtiled in Ruſſia, or as 
they are called by us, Boards; to which the various Branches 
of the Adminiſtration are aſſigned ; though the Form is German, 
yer the Thing is French ; and Peter the Great contrived them af- 
* tet the Model of the ſeveral Councils in France. The High 
* Cha ned is generally conſidered as the Prime Miniſter, and 
oy e \hancellor as his Coadjutor. The preſent Chancel- 
he lor 18 the' ount de Be/tucheff, a Man of great Sagacity, = 
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Friendſhip turn to their Advantage. The Tartars inhabiting 
the Countries between Ruſſia and Perſia, are no longer formi- 
dable to the firſt-mention'd Empire; on the contrary, they all 
reſpect it, and many of them have willingly ſubmitted, and 
become Vaſſals to it. The Caſpian Sea, and the Dominions 
which the Raſſfans have on that Side, give them a fair Opening 
into Per/ia, which they bave already improved fo as to gain to 
themſelves a very advantageous 8 this by Degrees 
may be extended perhaps as far as the £off Indies. 

It will always be the Intereſt of Ruſſia, to cultivate a good 
Underſtanding with the Sha; but in caſe of a Rupture, ſhe 
would not have much to fear, ſmce the Frontiers of Perſia be- 
ing open, ſhe might ſoon make an End of the War, by let- 
ting looſe upon them the Tartars, who are her Tributaries; 
the Turks, and their Aſſociates the Crim Tartars, are more dan- 
gerous Enemies, but at preſent, the Circumſtances of the 
Porte are ſuch as will ſcarce allow her to break with the Ru/- 

zz5, if ſhe had concluded a Peace with Perfia; and we ſhall 
hereafter ſee, that Ruſſia can never want the Power of defend- 
ing herſelf on this Side, or even of making the Turks ſenſible 
of the Folly of breaking with her wantonly, and without juſt 
Provocation. The two great Chriſtian Principalities depend- 
ing upon that Empire, will always have a Bias in Favour of 
the Ruſſians; and therefore, as we have ſhewn in diſcourſing 
of the Religions in Europe, the Turks run a greater Hazard by 


— 


making War with this, than with any other Nation. 


* 


The Intereſts of | Ruſſia in Europe, are not hard to aſſign: 
As to Sweden, it is of great Conſequence to live upon good 
Terms with that Crown; and, on the other Hand, the Supe- 
riority of Ruſſia, when forced into a War, has been of late 
rendered ſo apparent, that there are good; Grounds to expect 
the Swedes will continue quiet on that Side for a long Time to 
- come, | even. ſuppoſing that no Streſs ſhould be laid on the na- 
tural Connections between the two Branches of the Houſe of 
Hleltein, when they come to Govern theſe Nations. As it is 
requiſite for the Court of Peterſburgh to be well with the Stedzs 
on one Side, ſo it imports them no leſs to be upon good Terms 
with the rs on me other; or — we ſee the late 
Carina omitted nothing to ſet the preſent Auguſtus upon 
the Throne of Poland, well — eng i. Lunch gr 
ſuch a Nature, as muſt without Treaties bind him effectually 


to her's. tts 8 VIE F* 
There ſeems to be no great Cauſe of Intercourſe between 
Ruſſia and Denmark, further than what reſults from Attention 
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to the Balance of Power in the North, which will always in- 
cline a wiſe Adminiſtration in this Empire, to keep the Scales 
as even as may be between this Crown and that of Sueden; of 
late indeed, there is another Ground of Connection ariſing 
from the Diſputes between the Houſe of Hhiſtein and the Crown 
of Denmark, in relation to the Duchy of Sieſwicb, for accom- 
modating of which we are told, there is a Treaty now on 
Foot, and pretty far advanced. | | 

The Intereſts of Nuſſia with reſpe& to the Houſe of Auftria, 
are its moſt material Concern ; for while theſe Houſes are uni- 
ted, not only by general Alliances, but by a due and hearty 
Regard for each other's Proſperity, neither has much to fear 
from the Turks ; but if they are divided, and the Ottomans ſhould 
recover their antient Power, they may be formidable to both. 
As to Pruſſia, of late Years great Regard has been due, and in 
facceeding Times it is like to claim a greater; but certainly, if 
theſe two Powers purſue their true Intereſts, and are not miſ- 
led by ambitious Views, they are not like to fall out. The 
Maritime Powers arethe natural Allies, and hitherto have been, 
and are like to be faſt Friends to Ruſſia. As to the other Po- 
tentates of Europe, their Dominions lie at too great a Diſtance 
for Ruſſia to have very great Intercourſe with them of any fort; 
and with reſpect to the Houſe of Bourbon, as the Court of Pe. 
terſburgh has never had any Cauſe to like, ſo in Spite of all its 
Power, there is no Probability of its ever ſeeing much Reaſon 
to fear it, 1 as pH 

We have hitherto conſidered the Intereſts of this Empire in 
the moſt favourable Point of View, but it muſt be allowed, 
that ſhe is not altogether free from Dangers and Apprehenſi- 
ons. It is not at all impoſſible, that Diſputes may ariſe about 
the Succeſſion : The Party of the late Emperor John, though 
at preſent ſeemingly extinct, may hereafter revive; and it is 
very likely that in fuch a Caſe, ſome neighbouring Powers that 
are jealous of Nuſſia may likewiſe interfere. - It may alſo hap- 
pen, that the Imperial Prince may have no Iſſue, and in that 
Caſe the Succeſſion muſt deyolve upon the young Prince John, 
beforementioned, who is the laſt Heir Male of the Imperial 
Line; beſides, it is not altogether impoſſible that ſuch a Con- 
federacy might be formed in the North, as would greatly di- 
ſtreſs the R:yfians ; but then we muſt ſuppoſe, that Sweden, Den- 
mark, Poland, and Pruſſia ſhould unite, and continue united in 
this League, which is far from being probable. _ 

The Reader may poſſibly wonder, conſidering the preſent 
State of Things, that I ſhould venture to lay down theſe Points 
in ſuch, clear and preciſe Terms, when, by making uſe of ge- 
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neral Expreſſions, I might, in all Appearance, guard better a- 
ainſt the Danger of Contradiction. But, in Anſwer to this, 

— me obſerve, that in the very ſame Proportion an Author 
ſhews his Tenderneſs for his Character in this Reſpect, he ſhews 

a4 Diſregard for his Readers. The value of political Principles 

muſt appear, by their Compariſon with future Events; for, if 
they give us no Light into theſe, where is their Uſe? It is very 
certain, that the great Power of the Ruſſian Empire, and her 
cloſe Connection with the Houſe of Auſtria, has excited a 
Spirit of Suſpicion and Jealouſy in the North, to which alla . 
the particular Views of ſeveral Powers have not a little con- 
tributed ; but notwithſtanding this, what has been before laid 
down remains not at all the leſs certain. 

It does not follow, that becauſe both Sides have armed an 
entered into Alliances, in Caſe of a War, that therefore a War 
muſt neceſſarily enſue; or, even if that ſhould fall out, that it 
muſt create an extraordinary Alteration in the State of Things 
either one Way or the other. In reference to the firſt, it muſt 
be evident to all competent Judges, that the Scales are pretty 
even, and therefore, notwithſtanding theſe terrifying Appear- 
ances, it is ſo far from being impoſlible, that it is very far 
from being improbable, a pacifick Negotiation may yet diſſi- 

pate theſe Clouds, and once more procure fair Weather in the 
North. But if, all Negotiations failing, a War ſhould actual- 
ly break out, the Turn of that War muſt remain very uncer- 
tain, ſince the Force of the Ruſſian Empire is really much great. 
er 0 is commonly imagined, and would be found fo in ſuch 
a Cale, | 

We may add to this, that as Winds are neceſlary to 
the Air, and as the Emotions of Human Paſſions provided they 
are not too violent, exhilarate the Spirits, and contribute to 
bodily Health; ſo in great States, more eſpecially where there 
is an Appearance of bad humours, Wars are ſo far from bo- 
ing inconvenjent, that on the' contrary, they are both ſalutary 
and expedient, We may from hence form a Judgment of the 
Abilities of thoſe Miniſters, who direct at preſent the Councils 
of this Empire, and who, by ſhewing an unſhaken Steadineſs in 
purſuing that Syſtem which they have eſtabliſhed, have at leaſt 
Taiſed the Credit of their Government to a very high Degree, 
and for ſome Time made this Empire not only the Arbiter of 
all Differences in the North, but have likewiſe extended. its In- 
fluence to the moſt diſtant Parts of Europe; ſince it is univer- 
ſally confeſſed, that the, March of the Auxiliaries was the Mea- 
ſure that contributed moſt to the Concluſion of the Definitive 
Treaty at Aix la Chapelle, F bias „ 
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Before we conclude this Chapter, it will be proper to put the 
Reader in mind of ſome things that * the future State of 
this Empire. If the Imperial Prince ſhould have Iſſue, there 
is very little Reaſon to doubt, that ſooner or later the Prince 
Succeſſor of Sweden, will conſider the Intereſts of the Houſe of 
Hoel/ftein, and the great Advantages that —_—_— from purſu · 
ing them with Steadineſs and Vigour, as de more fully 
ſhewnin its proper Place. On the other hand, if the Imperial 
Prince of Ruſſia has no Iſſue, it may open a Way to the ſettling 


- the Succeſſion of this Empire in a Method very agreeable to the 


natural Law of Hereditary Monarchies, and to the mutual Satis- 
faction of all Parties: Neither can it be ſuppoſed, that political 
Points ſo obvious in themſelves, and ſo important in their Na- 
tures, ſhould not be taken into the Views of all Potentates, who 
intereſt themſelves in the Affairs of the North; and tho? for a 
Seaſon, and in Conſequence of theHumours of reigning Princes, 
accidental Intereſts may direct all Things; yet, in Proceſs of 
Time, and in Conſequence of the Alterations that muſt neceſ- 
ſarily make, the real and permanent Intereſts of every Go- 
vernment will prevail. By the Way, it deſerves the Reader's 
Notice, that in the preſent State of Things, the true Intereſts 
of this Empire will certainly be the Rules of the reigning Cza- 
rina's Government ; for remaining ſingle, and having no parti- 
cplar Deſires or Deſigns to — the Peace and Proſpority 
of her Government can depend on nothing elſe. 

In Conſequence of this, a conſtant and firm Adherence to that 
Syſtem, beſt calculated to promote the Good of her Subjects, 
and the Glory of the Empire, will be the ſtanding Maxims in 
the Czarina's Councils. As ſuch a Conduct cannot fail of 
having a ſtrong Tendency to promote Peate and Satisfaction 
at Home, and to ſecure the Attachment of the Allies of Rufſia, 
by maintaining the Credit of the Adminiſtration abroad; there 
are no Grounds to apprehend, at leaſt in our Times, any great 
Inconveniencies or extraordinary Alterations ſhould enſue, We 
may likewiſe add, that Things remaining, as they are like to 
remain, in their preſent Poſture, for a few Years, the Advanta- 
ges of theſe Meaſures will become more and more [rg 
and a gram: Senſe of Loyaly and Gratitude diffuſe itſelf 
through the Inhabitants, even of the remoteſt Provinces of that 
wide Empire, which is certainly in a very thriving Condition, 
and we 57 Degrees, in Conſequence of the Improvements 
that are daily making, come to extend its Power and Influence 
much farther than thoſe who are unacquainted with or unat- 
tentive to political Principles can poſlibly conceive. | 


CHAP, 


CHAP, IV. 
The preſent State, modern Hiſtory, Conſtitution, | 
Intereſt, and political Views of the Crown of 
SWEDEN, hb v1 


FT" HE next of the Northern Potentates after Ruſſia is Sue. 
I den. In the laſt Age the Monarchs of this Country were 
very juſtly eſteemed the moſt powerful in theſe Parts, and in- 
deed, ſometimes their Power was ſo great, as to enable them 
to act againſt, or at leaſt, not to be borne down by the Confe. 
deracy of all the other Northern Powers taken together. The 
Kingdom of Sweden, and the Great Duchy of Finland, with 
the Territories dependent upon them, ſtretching from the 
Coaſts of the Baltic on one Side, to thoſe of the Northern O- 
cean on the other, are Countries of a large Extent ; And tho! 
in many Places they are little better than Deſarts, Moraſſes, 
or impenetrable Foreſts; yet, amongſt the Mountains and 
Woods there are found: many fair and fruitful Spots. Their 
at Lakes are full of Fiſh, and their craggy Rocks, andeven 

eir rudeſt Hills, produce the richeſt Mines of Iron and'Cop. 
per; ſo that, as on the one Hand they want not the Neceſſaries 
of Life, (for with proper Cultivation and Care, they may well 
procure Corn and Cattle ſufficient for their own Uſe) fo on 
the other, they are not deſtitute of valuable Commodities, for 
the ſecuring of Trade ſufficient to ſupply them with the Con- 
veniencies of Life from other Nations, Gated in richer Soils, 
and in more agreeable Climates. 2 Seas or. 
But as nothing can be had in this Country without Labour, 

as the Climate is cold and ſharp, and the Soil generally ſpeak- 
ing rugged and ingrateful, the common People are conſequent- 
ly a Race of Men as hardy, patient, and robuſt, as any in Europe; 
and preſerve in full Vigour their Abilities both of Body and 
Mind, to a very advanced Age. They have been 7 very 


juſtly eſteemed a martial People; but for many Ages this Coun- 
try was torn with civil Diſſentions, to ſuch a Degree, as that 
the Inhabitants rather exerciſed their Valour upon themſelves, 
than upon theirNeighbours; ſo that they made no great Figure in 
the World, and were ſo far from being conſidered: by the reſt of 
Europe, that their Force was very little known, and leſs regarded. 
The famous Duke of Rohan, one of the greateſt Politicians, as 
well as one of the moſt judicious Writers of his' Time, gives us 
a ſingular Inſtanee of this. He obſerves, that the Chancellor of 


Navarre having written a Treatiſe to vindicate the ny” his 
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Maſter, afterwards Henzy IV, to the Crown of France, and 
finding ſome Objections made againſt it, which he thought 
very trifling and — bing — — . — 
ing Effect, viz. That ſuch kind of Notions migh ly paſs for 
— in Egypt, or in Sweden, though they could 2 1 
conſidered as ſuch in France. This great Man, who had both 
Parts and Learning, had however very little Foreſight, that 
in the Space of Half a Century, Sweden, which he conſidered 
in ſo contemptible a Light, would become one of the moſt 
conſiderable Powers in Chri/endem, and an Ally, of all others, 
of the greateſt Uſe to France, as well as the moſt dangerous 
Enemy to the Houſe of Auſtria. ale; e 

Thus we ſee, of how great Conſequence it is, to have an 
accurate and perfect Idea of the State of thoſe Countries that 
make a ſmall, as well as ſuch as cauſe a great Noiſe in the 
World; for ſometimes a ſingle GE IDs changeth intirely the 
Condition and Circumſtances of a whole Nation, as Petey the 
Great did the Ruſſians, and Ouſſavus Adolphus the People of whom 
we are now ſpeaking. It hath likewiſe fallen out, that the deep 
Diſtreſs of a Nation becometh the Cauſe of its future Proſperity, 
as happened in the Caſe of the Inhabitants of the United Nether - 
lands, who owe all their Greatneſs to that Spirit of Induſtry and 
Trade, of Patience, Fortitude, and Diligence, by which they 
became for a Time, the firſt Maritime Power in Europe, to the 
galling Oppreſſion of the Spaniſh Yoke. In the very ſame man- 
ner, > 4 Swedes, who in the laſt Century rendered themſelves fo 
powerful and conſpicuous, by their military Virtues and their 
Conqueſts, finding themſelves weakened and exhauſted by the 
continual Wars of their laſt King, and all Hopes of Recovery 
checked by the ſuperior Power of the Ruſſian Empire, found 
themſelves under a Neceſſity of improving their Country, and 
extending their Trade, in order to repair in ſome Meaſure the 
Loſſes they had ſuſtained. And though forſome Time this was 
looked upon rather as a right Intention, than a Scheme likely 
to be attended with any great Succeſs, yet it is now certain, 
that they have proſecuted both theſe Views with ſurprizing Ad- 
vantage ; and, if the hot fit of Ambition had not returned upon 
them too ſoon, might have grown both wealthy and formid- 
able, without my Oppoſition from their Neighbours, 

To obtain a tolerable Degree of Light into theſe Matters, and 
to put ourſelves into a Condition of forming a juſt Idea of the 
Strength and Forces of this Crown, ſo as that we may be able 
to ſee what Progreſs it is capable of making, in ſucceeding' 
Times, we mvſt look a little into the Cauſes of thoſe remark- 
able Changes in her Circumſtances, as a Nation, that have been 
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already briefly mentioned; which can be only done; by taking 
a ſhort'Survey of the principal Events that have happened in 
this Country, and their Conſequences. By this Method we 
ſhall not barely gain a competent Knowlege of the Swedifh Hi- 
Rory, and of its Connection with the general Affairs of Eurepe; 
but, which is of at leaſt as great, or even greater Importance; 
we ſhall obtain a thorough Acquaintance with the Geaifis, 

Temper, and Spirit of the People. For, as by r 
the Works of great Artiſts, we may not only diſcover the Na- 
ture of that Skill and Knowlege by which they were contrived, 
but alſo derive ſome Intelligence of the Tools and Inſtruments 
with which they were wrought; ſo in contemplating the At- 
chievements of great Princes, we do not ſimply diſtinguiſh the 
Strength of their Abilities, but the Temper alſo, and Virtues 
of their Subjects, by whoſe Aſſiſtanee thoſe mighty Actions 
were atchieved; ſince in Politieks, and in War, as well as in 
other Things, there muſt be either a natural, or an artificial 
Aptneſs in the Materials, before any great Structure can be 
raiſed, or any extenſive Conqueſts attained, - - + 1) © 91s 7 
There is no need, however, to go higher in this R than 
Guftanus Adolphus, who aſcended the Throne of Senden in 1617. 
He was a Prince of great (Abilities, which manifeſted them 
ſelves ſo clearly in his Youth, that the States thought fir te 
ive bim the entire Adminiſtration of Affairs ſoon aftet᷑ his 
to the Crown, though be was then but eightees- 
He found his Kingdom the Loweſt and Weakeſt, às he left it 
the Greateſt and moſt Powerful, in the North. He Rad two 
Wars upon his Hands in the earlieſt Part of his Reign, and he 
ondeũ them buth with great Prudence; for perceiving! chat th 
Forces of ihis Kingdom were nut at all proportioned to its Od. 
edfions, he very wifely-purchaſed a Peace with De, must bt the 
Expence bf une Million of Crowns, for the Payment of which 
there was a Time limited, which he very honeſfly diſcharged 
ben bis Affairs were mended; and when, if he had bed ſo 
inclined, he: wanted not plauſible Pretences for refuſmg ko 
comply with that Treaty. He recovered by this Means thoſe 
Hurtreſſes- which the Danes had taken, and laying hold of this 
Durable Opportunity, he turned his Arms againſt the Ruſſians, 
from whom he took great Part of Livonia; Inger maumĩũ; and 
— —— Poſſeſſion of which he ſecured by 1 
Freatyrconciuded under the Mediation of Great Bππ 10 | 
botHenturued His Arms next againſt the Polis with hem le 
amügtained at long War, which proved very advatſtageous to 
Suden, and procurbd for her the remaining Part 6 Liuonis, 
and the important City of Ngo. In tts Mar tlie Polis were 
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aſſiſted by the Emperor, which gave ſufficient Provocation to 
Cuſtauus to declare himſelf againſt the Houſe of Auftria, the 
Power of which was then formidable to all Europe, and which 
nevertheleſs he broke in a very ſhort ſpace of Time, and with 
very ſmall Force. He was called into Germany by the Prote- 
ſtants, and on the 24th of June 1630, be landed at the Mouth 
of the Cder with an Army which conſiſted: only f ſixteen 
Troops of Horſe, and ninety two Companies of Foot, make- 
ing in all but eight Thouſand Men. He ſoon made ' himſelf 
Maſter of.Stetin, and a great Part of Pomerania; upon which 
all the Proteſtants in Germany declared for him, and in the Be- 

inning of the ſuccceding Lear he concluded a Treaty of Al- 
. with rape = France. : i 5. Ot 5 
King s ſoon after took the City o 3 e 

Oder, — ſent his Deputies to the  lnceal Lmbly of the 


Proteſtants at Leip/ick, where they quickly diſcovered that the 
Elector of Brandenburgh was diffident, and the Elector of Saxony 


jealous of the King their Maſter. Glaus being determined to 
finiſh what he had fo happily begun, forced the former to put 
into his Hands ſuch Places as were neceſſary to ſecure him a 
Retreat, and left the latter to be diſtreſſed, by the [mperialifts, 
until he was conſtrained to call him to his Aſſiſtance, which 
on Sept. 7, 1631, produced the glorious Battle of Leip/ich, in 
which he routed the famous Count Tilly, who commanded 
40,000 old Troops, killing 7,000 upon the Spot, makin; 
$5,000 Priſoners, and taking above an Hundred Colours 
Standards. After this he carried the War into Franconia, and 
leaving there a Part of his Army, he with the reſt marched into 
Bavaria, where in the Paſſage of the Lech Count Tilly was 
killed with a Cannon-ſhot-; After which the King drove the 
Imperialiſis out of all the open Country, and made himſelf 
Maſter of Munich, '  - 165385 
He not long after attacked Count Valliſteis in his Intrench- 
ments, but was repulſed with Loſs. He augmented however 
his Conqueſts after this, until the Elector of Saxony called him 
again to his Aſſiſtance, which that Monarch did not refuſe, 
though it was entirely owing to his fluctuating Conduct that 
the War had not been ended long before. On his advancing 
towards the Inperialiſſi, the King ſent Orders to Prince George 
of Lunenburgh to join bim with the Forces under his Command; 
but being informed that the Imperia]! General had detached 
Count Pappenbeim with ſeveral thouſand Men, he reſolved to 
attack him without waiting for the Duke of Lunenburgb; which 
he accordingly did in the Plain of Lutzen, on the :6th of Nov. 
1632; in which Battle the Swediſb Foot having routed the In- 


perialiſis, 


NES 


[ 46] 

perialiſts, and ſeized their Cannon, the King thinking the Horſe 
did not advance faſt enough to the Purſuit, put himſelf before 
them in paſſing a ſmall River, on the other Side of which he 
was found dead, having his Arm broke by one Muſket-Shot, 

and another entering his Back had paſſed through his Body. 
There were great Suſpicions of Treachery in this Caſe, 
ſome imputing it to Perſons hired by Cardinal Ricblieu, but 
Puffendorf fixe th it expreſsly upon the Duke of Saxe - Lawenburgh., 
However it was, the King's Death was ſoon known, which 
inſtead of abating, heightened the Courage of the Swedes into 
Fury, ſo that when Count Pappenheim returned with his De- 
tachment, and rallied the Inperialiſts, they again attacked, and 
again defeated them, which Circumſtance doth the higheſt 
Honour to the Svea Troops. Thus fell this Great Con- 
ror in the Arms oſ Victory; and it was very remarkable, 
o formidable he ys become, that his Death was no leſs 
grateful to his Allies, than to his Enemies; but his Courage, 


Virtue and Fortune, having raiſed him to the higheſt Pitch of 


Greatneſs and Glory, his Memory will be always revered. by 

ſuch as are well - affected to the Proteſtant Religion and the Li- 

. of Germany, both which he ſaved from Peſttuction, by 

his\mcomparable Wiſdom, and bis ſucceſsful Arms. 

As Citavus Adilphus extended his Dominions, and raiſed 
e Repuration of Sweden Abroad, ſo he likewiſ 


of bis Country into Order, which he would certainly have 
'iriproved, if he had lived to return into his own Dominions. 
In Virtne, however, of his Regulations, the Crown, which 
Was before intalled only on the Male Line, deſcended to his 
Daughter Chriſtma, a Child of ſix Years old, which, Mino - 
1 r ſeemed to threaten the Raitt, e „ in Re- 
A oO the great Security of Sweden ; for the King of Denman 
- an the E. ctor of Brandenbourg remained firm to the Engage 
ments into Which they had entered; with e I 

42 


reſt of the Allies became leſs apprehenſwe of the Power 
dur Crown, than they had been in the Life-time, df that 
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-pagement of Affalrs in C,ymany was committed, made ſo,vight: 

an Uſe of theſe favourable ende d managed; all 
Things fo wiſely and fo well, that at the cloſe of the War which. 


laltech ſeveral Years, the Swedes were poſſeſſed of abovę one hun · 
dried fortified Places, and had an Army on Foot of upwards. of 
led them fo efeCtally 1 

TTY maintain 


eee, whiry ena 
AGO! | Fo 


the Rep 0 wiſe acted, the 
Putt of à Legiſlator at Home, and reduced the Conſtitution: 


i a 6 > a. a 


— 


| [a] 
maintain their Pretenſions, that on the Concluſion of the 
Peace of Munſter, they had the Country of Pomerania, with 
the Duchies of 3 and Verden, the City of Miſnar, a 

Vote in the Diets of the Empire and Girele of Lauer Saum; 
together with a Million of Crowns in ready Money, as a 4 
tis faction for their Services. 

As the War was glorious to the Ame Lobe Pedic was 10 
leſs honourable to the Counſels of | Swidan, and the young 
Queen Cbriſtina was eſteemed and courted by all the Powers 
of Europe. She had a great deal of Learning, and a very ex- 
tenſive Capacity ; but with: theſe: great Qualities, there was a 
Mixture of many Defects. Her SubjeQawould willingly have 
ſeen her married to her Couſin Prince Gharks Guſtavus 3 to 
which, however, neither ſne nor that Prince were inclined; 
and therefore ſhe very wiſely choſe to content all Parties, by 
reſigning to him the Aung which ſhe did in an Aſſembly of 
che States, held at Up/al in the latter End of May, — 
ſerving only a Penſion to herſelf for the Support of her Dig 
4 having embraced the Popiſſi Religion, ſhe retir 

te, where ſhe lived with 2 8 to che beer I 
hey, Deceaſe, which Na pa} 8 1689. rye ed. 4 

Cherie Auguſtus, or Chani, K. of Funde 
the Throne by the Abdication of Queen mee nin ou 2. 
Son of John Ca nir, Prince Palatine of the Nhine, 
erin bf  Steden, Daughter of ChorJeg>IX.;- and gif 
Gt Erie een Chriflind's Father, He found 
Affairs of is Kingdom. in à very indifferent Foſture at 
Acceſſion; but he ſoon put Ho into ſo good a ch 
that the Year following he made War abort Bebe 1 
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fon reduced to a Neceſſity of begging Peace at the Price of 
the Provinces of Schonen, Halland, and Bleaking, which was 
concluded in the Spring, but the War broke out again in a few 
Months. In the Summer enſuing, which was that of 1658, 
the King having conceived freſh- Jealouſies againſt the Danes, 
ſuddenly landed with his Army in the Iſland of Zeland, and while 
General Wrangel beſieged Cronenburgh at the Entrance of the 
Sound, he attacked Copenhagen. 5 | 

- Theſe Sieges had very different Events; for Cronenburyh was 
ſoon taken, but the Danes, encouraged by the Preſence of their 
King in the Capital, made an obſtinate Defence, which gave 
Time for the Dutch Fleet to come to their Relief - and the 
Swediſh Navy being defeated, the King was forced to ehange 
his Siege into a Blockade, which continued all the Yearj*and 
the beſt Part of the next, in which the Swedes met with ſo many 
Misfortunes, that the King was forced to return Home in order 
to make the neceſſary Preparations for carrying on his Enter- 
ize with Vigour in the Spring ; but while he-was intent on 

his Affairs, he was furprized by a Fever, which ſoot eartied 
him off, And at his Death, which happened on the 1 5th of 
February, 1650, he left his Son; who was but five Teürb old, 
engaged in a War againſt fix of the greateſt Powers in Hare. 
Such was the End of this great Monarch, whoſe Couruge and 
Virtues bad enabled him to make ſo great a Figure, as not on 
to maintain the Credit which the Crown of $weden had acqui- 
red, but to carry it even higher than it had riſen unier lb glo- 
nous Predeceſſor, the famous Gu/avus Adolphus, but ten ir 
built on the Foundation which he had lad. Nis bi 
+ Charles XI, was chiefly governed in his Minority by" 
Mother, who was Siſter to the Duke of Holſſein, | 
and prudent Princeſs, who by the Advice" of the 
Perſons in the Kingdom, brought about a vefy advaritageous - 
.T of Peace, called from the Place Where it us con- 
eluded, the Treaty of Olive ; by which the King of "Poland 
renounced his Claim to the Crown" of Su,, and the Re. 
.publick all her Rights to Livonia. The Sπινπjd made Peace u 
the ſame Time with Denmark, and Things were kept in tolers- 
ble Order until the Cloſe of the King's Minority; when by 1 
| py Turn in his Counſels, he was engaged to take Part 
1with France in the War which preceded the Peace of Nimegumn, 
wherein he met with indifferent Succeſs, and loſt a great 
Part of his Dominions in Gm 5 which however were re. 
ſtored to him by a ſeparate Freaty, - concluded a little before 
the general Peace laſt mentioned; in ttie of which 


he acted as a Mediator. 
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"ta 1680, ban about twenty-five Years of Age, he thought 
fit to marry the Princeſs Ulrica Eleonora, Daughter to Fre- 
derick II. and Siſter to Chri/ftian V. Kings of Denmark; and 
thenceforward 1 himſelf with greater Diligencey to the 
Goverriment of 
than any Prince of his Time. he firſt Effet of this, 
was his detaching himſelf entirely from the French Inteteſt; 
which he looked upon as datigerous to his Authority, and 
2 at all compenſated by the Subſidies granted by that 

rown. 

He next inquired after and corrected all Abuſes that had ere t 
into the Civil Government, whilſt the Kings of Studen 
ing all Things to their Miniſters, had minded nothin but 
War; and looked particularly into Law. Suits, ſitting himſelf 
in the Supreme Court, and diſpatching. there more Cauſes in 


Means he gained the Love of his Subjects to ſuch a De 
that the States of the Kingdom conſented, at bis Requeſt, 
toke away u great Part of the Power, which until then the ge- 
nate had enjoyed and made afterwards ſuch farthef Altera- 
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ſides all this, they granted him large Sums of Money, Which 
. heaty Taxes ; but ſuch was his Conduct, tha the 
eople being ſatisfied that all they gave was either "_ 
ort laid up; for their Service; they thought they Could 
too much fo at hook and indeed bis Reign! i ;the GrongeſhPre 
*. the ſor 1 for a Prince to take his Will the Lavs fis 
dern dy Law Werden tt balls 
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45 tary Prince of Hf Coſſe Generalifſimio 3 for the War ſtill con · 
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in caſe the States of Sweden ſhould elect Prince 
derick, Adminiſtrator of He{ftein & gn Biſhop of 
ceſſor to the Crown; 440 l in this Caſe the young Duke * 
#4 ein, whom they bad already elected, and 7 was NOW 
come hereditary Frince Sweden, offered to make 4 ſo- 
Bag fon of his Clan t ta, the $194 vedifh 


* When this Trea "came to be \oonfidered fn th beg an 
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; © of the 'B f Taler, and the Pro- 
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Weseler e rs of the States to 
15 was acc ly choſen . 


<Uitary 


ropo 
5 5 5 ee of e en de age of Fe, 
174 Bat W e Diet was thus eig or their 2 


bent! Peace and” ire 9 the Dalecrtion took up Arms and 
| « * E 4 LV Fry marched 
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marched directix to the City of Stockbolm, under Pretence of 
. "ſupporting the Intereſt" of the Prince, net, in hic 

they perſiſted, notwithſtanding the King took all poſſible Me- 
thods to reduce them by fair Means ke their Duty. At! 
"the Male contents attempted by Force to overturn. what th 


King and the States of Sweden had conſented to, which 


obliged his Majeſty, much againſt his Will, to enen Forge 
likewiſe, and this too in his capital City; where after a ſh 

Engagement, in which one of the Senators at the Head of 
the King's Troops was mortally wounded, the Rebels were 
totally defeated, obliged to lay down their Arms and ſubmit 
to the King's Mercy, which was extended to them in the 


moſt ample Degree, notwithſtanding” the Blackneſs of, delt 


Crime. W 8 | . EIS 
But this extraordinary Inſtance of Royal Clemency, did.agt 
ſoften the Reſentment of the Peaſants againſt two unfortunate 
Noblemen, viz. Count 'Loeumw? and Baron Buddenbroky 
' who to fatisfy them, had been condemned for want of Suc- 
ceſs in the two laſt Campaigns, and whoſe Execution was 
now demanded with ſuch Heat, that the moſt merciful Mo- 
' narch'in the World could not refuſe it. Lieutenant - Gene 
Baron Buddenbrok ſuffeted firſt, on the ſixteenth of Juh in the 
' fame Year; but Fleld- Marſhal Count Loeuwenhaupt made his 
Eſcape, yet was ſoon after retaken ; and notwithſtanding the 
' Nobility 'and Clergy were incilined to ſpare his Life, the 
. ' Peaſants were ſtill inflexible ;' and to fatisfy them, he was ac- 
cording to his Sentence beheaded. "The King retired to his 
Country Palace, until theſe melancholy Scenes were over, a 
e 


Force of her Empire. To eſtabliſh the Peace of the King- 
| jg v7 opCr* * RI ENTS CE "Ro * 3713 * a 4 do 
TT adn tn ttt eee 2m tot : £539 14% 


F e ay 


Party in Ne 
to peda 0 


er to the King of Pruſſia, 


© 


| * 1. 43 . ” 


ght to have 


and the Prince Succeſſor arrived in Sweden, they made their 
Court to bim with ſuch Succeſs, that it Was not long before 


the World became ſenſible, that either his Royal Highneſs hal 
embraced their Principles, or thought proper to — Ap- 
pearance of having adopted them, in order to render bijnſelf 
popular. In this, it may be, he went farther than was ne- 


ceſſary, ſince it is agreed that his own and his Conſort's Be- 


haviour Hang been o, full of ReQitude and Affability, that 
without efpouſing. any Party Maxims, they might have 


tracted the Eſteem, and ſecured the Affections of the People. 


was a. Man of ſo. great Parts, and knew how 
ations he had eſpouſed in ſo fair a Light, that 
we nekt not Wonder he gained an Aſcendant over a Prince, 
whoſe Virturs, Singetity, and Candour, made him the Mont 
ready to-belteve; at with great Addreſs was, repreſented to 
him as the whe 1 texelts of the Nation. Another Incident 
contributed not à little to fix him in theſe Opinions, and that 
was the Reſolution taken by the governing Party in Sweden, 
to fall in with the Views of his Pruſſian Majeſty; in order to 
which, a Treaty was ſet on Foot between the two Crowm, 
which hath been ſince concluded and ratiſied by the Conſent 


But Court a, a who. was the Head, of the Country 


of the Piet, and to which the Crown of France hath alſo ac- 
"A * „ 


ceded. 1 8 *$4 1 1 Sch in £5 29110 
It was very natural that this Conduct in the Prince Succeſſor 
ſhould not 2 well reliſhed in Ruſſa, where from the Jeale 
ſies entertained firſt, of the Marquis, ds, Batta; next of the 
Marquiſs de la Chetardie,and Baron. MMaxdefeldr,; and laſt of Nix. 
D' Allien, it was very apparent that. ſo, gloſę . an Intercourſe 
with the Courts WP allles and Berlin, muſt of Neceſlity 
create Suſpicions. But . every Method poſſible 
hath been tried by Letters from the Czurind and the Imperial 
Prince, to give another Turn to his Royab Highneſs's Sentj- 
ments, he hath hitherto remained firm to the Party he em- 
braced ſo early; though at the ſame Lime he hath in the 
moſt publick Manner acknowledged his Obligations to the 
. , Czarma, 


 yovived,; wiz. the Seraphim, 
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Carin, 2 —ů— heſt perſonal Regard and Eſteem 
for her-Imperial Majeſty; 5 with what he takes to be 
bis Duty and Intereſt in purſuing the Welfare of the Swediſh 
Nation. It was thought fa the Death of Count GH: 
ſome — ave happened; but the long 
Illneſs of that great Miniſter, Sit is G Sad of bodlly Pe 
and Infirmities retained not only his Abjlities, but his . 
Engagements to the very laſt, gave him an Opportun 
Jt: every thing in Favour of Count T e 
uceeſſo 

It is true, te the Gour of We, rey 1755 
prevent he Promotion of this Nobleman, by Im 
With being an Enemy to the Harmony and 71 Undead 
between the two which —— d not the Suece 
— N from it. For the Diet 2 at that Time 


took in Apptarance a Reſo of qu 
E his Em SI previous to this, 1. Rel . 


Conduct might —— by the States, in which he ſhewe 
HinaſeIf as wiſe and 'able a Man as his Predeceſſor, ſince. he 
- foreſaw that this muſt either open a Way to a ſafe and honour- 
able Retreat, or elſe bring the States of the Kingdom to eſpou ufe 
His Inteteſt as their On, and make his Elevation to the Poſt 
of Preſident of the Chancery an Al of the let. 

Fo puſn this more effectually, the Diſcovery of à new Plot 
Was ſot on Foot, to which the wild and unguarded Expreſſiong 
ef an inconſiderale and deſperate Man, gave the Calour of 
Truth; and this was fo managed, that after a formal 
lab and Convichon, this Perſon was executed Aug? 9, 1747, 
ut Sethe; and others who were ſtiled his Accomplites were 
ewiſe puniſhed, but not with ſo great Severity. At length 
the Report of the Secret Committee having been made entirely - 
in his Favour,” Count Tn was raiſed to the Poſt beforemen- 
tioned, with all the Circumſtances of Honour and Reputation 
hat a Subject could receive, All Things from that Time 
have gone in the fame Channel in which they were turned 

Count Grllonbergh, and to intereſt all Ranks and Degrees of 
iy Conn Nation more effectually In Support of the new 
Syſtem, three Orders of Knighthood have been inſtituted: or 
the Strd, and the Narth Far; 
that it is not eaſy to conceive a Polhicat Plan, elthe; etter 
eontrived' or more "diſcreetly executed than this hath been. 


"His Se Majeſty, who is now the oldeſt W in urche, 


4th been rather paſſive in theſe. A Tranlhetions 
tan forward, agreeable to the 'Calmneſs of his Temper, to 


1 State of his Health, and to his dechang f bet 
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bath-all behaved: in a manner that hath preſerved 
by e utmoſt . a3 ell a the maſt Gaere and bear 
s of bis Pbople. | 


411 25 hath Been one 44. milllt whh which this. 
indeed e e were ever 12 8 8555 u Hab 
a true Concern for ver related tu the Good 
batch pramoted, to hs utmoſt of his Power a thac 
tended cher wo beighten ox jk or yo ſecure their Felickys 5 hab 
ver covere or Want , 
be was willin ent the Go 95 Colour of his Em 25 


Aqs "of 


ne: Price, he b. my 


fon, EE 5 and limited M — 
e an ahſolute, and now a q 

== which N e 
100 ep to the Underſtanding what we have to ſay 
pt alſo highly 1 

the North, —— 
— leaſt for ſeveral 
es p 11 connefted wich the Aﬀairs 
0 Wen 80 the Room we have taken in this, 
will enable us to he more conciſe in the ſucceeding. Articles, 
e leat obſcure by det Concie 


As there was no Way of learning the te of burden, but 


conſulting the Hiſtory, ſo it is to form a right 
Node of 6 4A without —— acquainted with the 


Maaners of the Inhabitants, - The Swedes have, 


like ah Nations, good and bad Properties; they are un- 


queſtionably 2s brave, as hardy, my as patient as an hy 
in the World, which "qualified them for making exce 
diers; and as they were difeiplined and — For 
reigners of all Countries, who had either ſignaliaed themſelves 
by Skill or Courage in Service, this in the Space of a fow Years 
rendered their Armies juſtly famous; and though their Fort 
is much reduced. jet the Troops they have are as good a- = 
e 
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They are likewiſe- moſt ſincerely: zealous for the Proteſtam 
Religion, according to the Zxtheran Doctrine, which is not 
only the Faith by Law eſtabliſhed,” but the only one tolerated 


in that Kingdom. The Non ie oe Getty, and better Sort of 


People, have alt a Tiacture o , and very few have 
more; they have always been e oyat to their Princes, 


and have generally ſhewn themſelves hearty Friends to Li- 


berty, though they have been ſometimes miſtaken about i it, 
and yet have perfiſted obſtinately i 5 their Miſtakes. 


As to the Vices of the Swedes, th % on at leaſt 'as conſpĩ- 


euous as their Virtues; they have 4 ickteneſs in their Tem- 
ers, which proveth equally fatal to roms in the Purſuit of 
oliticks or Learning ; they have a at Proportion of Vanity, 
which diſplayeth itſelf particularly in Furniture and Equipage ; 
for as to thoſe Expences that make no Shew, thefe People are 
by Nature little addicted to them, But the Vice predominant 
among them is Envy, directed more eſpecially againſt Strangers, 
who if they thrive in Trade, at Court, or in the Army, fill 
hs People with an maccountable * and Diſpteaſure.. 
And the fame bad Furn they are apt to take even 
. own Countrymen, - more ſpecially 7 if they ſpring 1 from a 
nd #1 or rtfe at too quick 1 Rate. They art not 
muck" ed to Manufactures, nor have they any tre, Ge- 
nine for Trade, though they have good 1555 md ſſeilful Sea- 
men; but they are picious, e ſpect where PE 
e 
gn rd 


are concerned, and ſo very impatient if kings dv not 
Gately ſuecteh; that there ſeems to be no far 
apprehend rh very foon acquiring 7 5 8 | gm | 
or conſequently their becoming a Wrhe 
other Hand, it may de bs von they 5 er ne nest 1 2 
Naval Strength Which they have ales any LEI or the 
Ning: of beg bl We! Ay ey ber e | and 
nece to the Publick, the as. av e,a e 
Proviſion . Mt 5 900 F 1 
After conſidefing this fair e e Chara r- 
Sibel Nation, we need not be 1 
nous Revolutions to which their Go a 12 
ject. T — itn Freedom has bogs, d 5 
their reign e not being A _ te ai 27 
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which. they never departed, and upon which th unded 
that n which took Place after, they PRE af The. 
Yoke of Denmark, and beſtowed the Crown upon Gau. Fas 
ſa, from whom their Kings are deſcended. Amongſt thele 
fundamental Points, the two molt material were the prefery- 
ing the Legiſlative Power entirely to the States of the King- 
dom, and ſo much of the Executive as was thought expedient 
for the publick Good in the Hands of the Senate; upon whick 
two Columns they conceived the Structure of their Comm̃on - 
wealth might always reſt, without danger of Subverſion. , 
As for the States of the Kingdom, the uſual Time of their 
Aſſembly is once in three Years, or oftner, if the Affairs of the 
ingdom require it. The Letters for calling them together, 
arc ſent to the Governors of the ſeveral Provinces into which. 
the Kingdom is divided; who thereupon write to each Noble: 
man and Gentleman of their Province, and to the Biſhops, 
who cauſe the ſame to be publiſhed in all the Pariſh Churches, 
The Body of the Nobility and Gentryare repreſented by one 
of each Family, of which there are aboye a thouſand in Stue- 
den, and with them, that is in the Chamber of Nobles, the 
Colonel, Lieutenant- Colonel, Major, and one Captain of each 
l fit and vote. For the Clergy, beſides the Biſhops 
Super- intendants; in each rural Deanry, or Diſtrict con- 
taining ten Pariſhes, one is choſen and maintained at the 
Charge of the Electors; theſe make a Body of about two hun- 
dred. The Repreſentatives of the Dun are choſen by the 
Magiſtrates and Common Council of each, Corporation, of 
which Stoctholm ſends four, other Places yo, and ſome. one, 
who make in all about one. hundred and fifty. The Peaſants 
of each Diſtrict chuſe one of their own Quality to appear for 
them, whoſe Charges they bear, and give him Inſtructions a- 
bout ſuch Matters, as they think need Redreſs; they are, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, about two hundred and fifti n. 
At their firſt Meade the King is preſent with the Senate, and 
the Preſident of the Chancery makes them a Speech on the 
Part of his Majeſty, in which he gives them a ſhort Account 
of what has happened ſince their laſt Meeting, and of the prin- 
cipal Points they are called together to conſult about: and af- 
ter an Anſwer given by the Speaker of each of the four Orders, 
they withdraw to their reſpective Houſes, where each elects 
out of its own Body, a certain Fumber of Members to make 


up the ſecret Committee, that prepare and digeſt Matters for 


the Conſideration of the States, Each of the ſeveral Orders. 
has a Negative Voice, but in their-reſpeQive Houſes the Ma- 
Jority of Votes abſoJutely decides the Buſineſs. | c 

; The 
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be Reaſon that we Mintary baten hav in Right older 
Commiſons a Sear in the Piet Is, becauſe the Army 15 
Part of -the-ConlMication ; We Officers te er Life,” As 
Fftates in Land, which are let at Rents equivalent to their Pa 


and being generally Men of good Families beſide, chere 1225 
Inconveniencies to be feared from their having Stats in the 
Diet. As there are no Piſſenters in $weden of any Fre 


af. 


nation whatever,” this obliges their Princes to court che Gler 
very much. The Houſe of Burgeſſes is commonly well, 
fected to the Crown, and remarkably moderate in Pele Pro- 
ceedings. The Peaſants, on the contrary,” ate "often v 
warm and very obſtinate; and the be confidered; 10 u 
a'Phraſe adapted to our own Coottinch „ as the Gen Tos 
tereſt in Sweden," or rather, as the more modem 
the Landed Intereſt; and on that Account have great ed 
paid them. Fach of the Houſes have a Right to repreſent their 
reſpeftive Grievances to the King, who gives ſeparately fuck 
Nears 8 te Banded proper; nid vs the Contlalion/'of 'the 
Diet; every Member o the Orders of the Cler; rey; Bu 
Peaſants, has an Extract given him of their Whele 
ings, and the King's Anfwer to their Grievances, ! 1 he 
carries Home to his Conſttwents.  * Ai gs TE, ane 
The Senate hath not only Authority to adviſe the * 
at Buſineſs of Importance, but may likewiſe admo 
even over · rule him, in caſe he attempts any I are yu 
Law: and without the Concurrence of the Senare he!can un- 
dertakeHothing of Importance. They take an Outh'bf Me.! 
ly to the Kingdom, and are accountable for tel Conduct” 
tothe States, -who, in caſe thy Why e the Behar of 
en may, though bebe ſeldom done, - move 
In the three laſt Neigns meir ower was much leffen- 
wy nd in forne' Meafure 1 away, but it is no reſfored; © 
aud made a fundamental Part of the Conſtitution." ' 'They have” 
che Direction of the Revenue, und in eaſt of the King's Ab. 
ſenee from his Domitiions, they have the execativo: Power* 


endrely in their Hands. — he King ge all Mary 400 


s and 
eed-/ 


ficers under che Degree 
cers of that, ot of 'a ar. oh Rank, 'be muſt have 1 
of che Senate; aud che ſame Is n 
thing Proclamations and other Acts 6 
N appears clearly” from benee, that the 
Sweden, is as much Hmhed as in * 
and the anrulling all Prerenbe to „0 
1 dae become a fund; 
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4 been leſſened, there ſtill remains a competent 
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States ta weaken and controul the Senate, and of Gharks KIT. 
who lighted and diſregarded the States themſelves to ſuch a 
Ben to talk of one of his old Boots to direct 
them in eir Deliberations, proved the Means of reſto. 
ring the old Government to its full Vigour, and taught the 
Fuel to their Canſtitution on as right, as well as regular 
Eu = 10 — — — 
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. 8 
quiſite to alter it in any: material Point. 

The Revenue of the Grown, or rather Kingdom of Swedor 


bas beep very much leſſened by the 4 
3 
W as under 2 
But however, as the — the Government = 


Proviſion - 
for the King's: Civil and Military Liſts, and whatever elſe is 
requiſite, fox, the Publick- Service ſo that while their Finances 
are regularly and frugally managed, they will always be. able | 
to maintain their Government in ſuch a Condition as not to 
ſtand at all in Need of Subſidies from Fareign Courts, or to 
renn n 
| een Danger u fſſeingby «lang Peace 
—— they conſtantly keep: up a 
fc regains Troops, and that; without any b 

For the in Suden is the Atmy of 
— — 


SD 2 —— — — 
NN 11 no Sort of — ITS drawn from 
to countenance admitting military - 

Officers int — — States, or Parkaments of other Cn. 
Fg by: pc their. Cxcumſtances are quite different | front what - 
y are Here 5131 in Init oo 0 ticket 
There is another n the Srondrs 
from this wile Settlement of their Dilidie, i wbich is, that he 
Laus are gparded by the Soldiers; Who, as they derive then 
Property fxam their preſent Gonftitution, withbeialways Frirnds. | 
it, and Enemies to ſuch as ſhall labour to overturn it, _ 
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ther Miniſters or People, as appeared plainly in the Cuſe of the 
laſt Inſurrection, when the Army remained firm to their Day, 
and will very probably appear in direct Oppoſition to his Mea- 
fares, if any Prince hereafter ſhould attempt to extendhisPow- 
er beyond the Limits of the Law. And It is chief upon theſe 
Reaſons that I ground my Opinion of Swederi retmaining in a 
State of quiet Settlement at Home for many Yeats$& come, 
eſpecially now the Succeſſion is regulated, and the-heredir 
Prince of Sweden is bleſt with Iſſue Male. Let us next look 
to her Situation Abroad, and in regard to other Countries. 

The Intereſts of Sweden are ſo. changed at preſent from what 
they were at the Time Baron N wrote about them, 

s: migh 


that how excellent ſoever his Diſco t be in thoſe 
Times,” they can now be of little Uſe; and, perhaps, inſtead 
af being ſerviceable they contribute to miſtead-vs; The Se., 
who in former Ages had very little to do with the TwHs, are 
bound at preſent to maintain the Engagements they have enter- 
ed into with them, in order to ſecure their Friendſhip in caſe 
of a War with Ruſſia. Their Intereſt with regard to the aſt 
mentioned Power cannot eaſily be ſtated, As long as the 
Swedes are inclined to think Peace abſolutely neteſſary, they 
vill live in ſtrict Correſpondence with this Empire but᷑ I ever 
* they ſhould entertain different Sentiments, and deſſre to reco- 
ver thoſe fine Provinces which formerly were annexed to cheir 
Kingdom, and made the moſt valuable Part of their Domintons, 
they may poſſibly find ſome favourable Opportunity of break- 
ing with the Court of Peterſburg; yet this muſt be done with 
great Caution, and ſuch an Opportunity, as Things nowftand, 
ks as if it was at a very great Diſtance. r 
But as to any Danger that the Swedes are in from the preſent 
Power of the Ruſſians, it ſeems to be much m ed by thoſe 
who would be thought to apprehend it, ſince it is very evident, 
that the Ruſſians are more concerned to improve what they 
have, than to acquire new Countries. Beſides, the very Loſſes 
of the Swedes on the Side of Ruffia, has been attended with 
ſome Advantages elſewhere. In the firſt Place it has left no 
room for Diſputes between them and the Poles; it has given the 
King of Pruſſia a new Intereſt, ſo that it is highly probable he 
will rather contribute to preſerve the Stoediſb Dominions'in Ger- 
many, than endeavour to get them into his own Hands, as ha- 
ving more to hope from the Friendſhip of the Stoed#s, tha 
from the ſmall Acceſſion of Strength which would accrue 
dim by getting what they ſtill have in Pomerania added to his 
Territories. It is the ſane thing in reſpect to Denmark; and 
though there has been a long Hatred between the People of _ 
= g* 
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Kingdoms, yet they now begin to ſee, that this hath rendered 
them both unconſidered; and that the only Way for them to 
be reſpected, is to live in the cloſeſt and ſtricteſt Friendſhip, 
which while they do, no Foreign Power will be able to hurt, 
or inelined probably to provoke them. 

The Swedes have for a long Series of Years had a very cloſe 
Connection with the French, grounded chiefly on Treaties of 
Subſidy,” and a ſuppoſed Correſpondence between their In- 
tereſts; but at the Bottom, this Union hath been really of the 
higheſt Prejudice to Sweden, as creating much larger Expences 
than the French Subſidies amount to, and being attended with 
many other and great Inconveniences ; and in Reſpect to the 
latter, as the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria is ſo much de- 
clined, and her Views fo manifeſtly altered ſince the Begin+ 
ning of the preſent Century, the Swedes can have nothing to 
fear from her on that Account, or to hope or to expect from 
Frans. 

Their Obligations to the Maritime Powers, but more eſpe- 
tially to Great Britain, have been frequent and conſiderable z _ 
ſo that Experience, as well as general Maxims of Policy, will 
probably incline them to a conſtant Cultivation of that Friend- 
ihip which hath ſo long ſubſiſted with thoſe Powers, and which 
| will be always neceſſary, conſidering the great Effects their 
| Squadrons are capable of producing whenever they appear in 
| the Baltic. | . | 
The Intereſt which Sweden had in Germany is much leſſened, 
: but perhaps it is till as uſeful, and of as great Conſequence to 
the Nation as ever; ſince they yet preſerve a Seat in the Diet 
of Ratiſhon, are highly conſidered by the Proteſtant Powers in 
t the Empire, and have, or may have for their faſt Friends 
0 now, thoſe who were formerly their bittereſt Enemies. As 
to Spain, Portugal, Italy, and other diſtant Countries, though 


y their Alliances may be honourable, yet they can hardly be 
very uſeful to the Crown of Sweden. WED 
h On the Whole we may venture to aſſert, that in her pre- 
0 ſent Cireumſtances Sweden can only follow one of theſe three 


Courſes. She may, if ſhe pleaſes, attend to reſtoring the in- 
ward Strength of her People, increaſing their Manufactures 
and extending their Commerce, in which Caſe ſhe muſt ſtudy 
to preſerve Peace with all her Neighbours, which may be eaſily 
effected; and will perhaps prove the ſafeſt, ſureſt, and ſpeedieſt 
Way of repairing her * and reſtoring her Credit, with · 
out being obliged to France, or any other Nation for Subſidies, 


which have always produced Factions and Diviſions ia that, 
and indeed all other Nations. he I 
| 1 
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She may attach herſelf to Ruuſſia in Support of the ry ad 
the Houle of Fiallain, and in that Caſe the will perhaps ber 
able to extend her Trade through that,Empire.toiPer/ia and 
may likewiſe reap: other Advantages from her Aſſiſtance, if 
any Change mould happen in the ny eue af tho 
Powers of Europe. iT 23 oo und wah b 54015 
Or, laſtly, ſhe may throw her Weight ine the: oppoſite 
Scale, and in Conjunction with Pomnark; Preſſia, France, and 
perhaps, Paland, eſtabliſh a Ballance of Power againſt; Raff. 
which it is not impoſſible may likewiſe. be attended vith ſome 
Adyantages.. But without doubt, the firſt is the wiſeſt — 
and to ſay che Truth, if all the Powers of the North were 
united, it would not only prove for their common Benefit, 
but great Advantages would likewiſe. reſult from thence to 
every State in particular, and to none greater than to Sweden, 
Time will hew; bow far theſe Maxims are underſtood, in that 
Country, and will, I dare ſay, abundantly juſtify the, Reaſon- 
ableneſs of theſe Conjetiures as to the future, and the Impar- 
tiality of the Account we n _ 5 PIG bn of 
mr r nem 
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The Nee, that have. happened i n DENMARK, 
be modern Hiſtory, the preſent \Genflitution,. po- 
litical Intereſts, dere n Vicus f that 

—4 _ Crown, GO DAL Ware 

201 
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As the Khnys of gurdie sd to "Me theriſeſves "Rings" of 
the Geths and Vundali, to perpetuate the Memory-of choſe 
great Nations that were once ſo formidable in the World, fo 
the Daniſh Monarch might aſſume the Title of king of we 
 Gimbrians and Teutons, the former of wich had almoſt over- 
turned the Roman Commonwealth when in the Zefith of ts 
Power, and the latter eſtabliſtied themſelves in Cernumy and 
Gaul: After the Irruption of theſe Nations the Tate took Poſ- 
feſſiom of their old Ferritories, who beſtowed their Names 
upon that Part of the Continent which remaineth under the 
Power of the Daniſb Kings, and is from thence filed Jutland. 
It was towards the Cloe of the Tenth Century, that theſe 
People becùme Chiiſtians- Stvenon, or, as we call him, 

. SwainiKing of Denmark; made himſelf Maſter of a great Part 
of Se, and left a very — Monarchy to 25 Son 

a nult, 


Policy) the Cauſe ———_— and in Conſequence of 
| A 


T6? 
Cannte; or, üs the Danes call him, Tiute, ſirnamed the Great. 
His Son Harold, who from his extraordinary Swiftneſs had the 
ſirname of Harefsot, was King of England, but by an Error 
very common amongſt Northern Nations; the Danes loſt their 
Dominions by dividing them. F/aldemar the Firſt, who was 
crowned Anno Domini 1157, took the Title of King of the 
Vandals,” and made himſelf Maſter of the-greateſt Part of Po- 
meranla. His Son Canute VI. conquered Livenia, and intro- 
duced the Chriſtian Religion there. He was ſucceeded by his 
Son HYaldemar-the Second, who conquered a great Part of the 
Lower Germany, but held it not long; for the Inhabitants of 


Pomerania and Mechlenhurgh revolted, the People of Hulſtein 


elected a Prince of their 'own z' and the Teutonic Knights made 
themſelves Maſters of Eſbenis and Livonia; after which, the 
Power of this Kingdom was in a great Meaſure broken, as 
well by- civil Wars at Home, as by the Advantages gained over 
them by their Neighbours.  -: Loy ob (1.4 

But notwithſtanding this' Reverſe of Fortune, it once more 
recovered its former Grandeur, and this by the Abilities of a 
Woman, who has been: juſtly ſtiled the Semrramis of the North. 
Her Name was Margaret, and her Son Qlaus VI. King of Den- 
mark, and Heir apparent to Sweden, dying without Iſſue, ſhe 
ſucceeded him in they Poſleflion of one Kingdom, and in his 
Pretenſions to the other. It is true, that ſhe was oppoſed by 


Albert,, who took the Title of King of Sweden ; but having de- 


feated him, -and made him Priſoner, ſhe compelled the Swedes 
to acknowledge her for their Queen. This great and wiſe Prin- 


ceſs Auno Dom. 1 395, aſſembled at Calmar the States of Sweden, 
Norway and Denmark, and there perſwaded by her eloquent Ha- 


rangues, they framed and ſettled that Conſtitution which hath 
been ſince ſtiled the Union of Galmar. It conſiſted of three 
principal Articles : Firſt, that theſe three Kingdoms ſhould for 
the future conſtitute one elective Monarchy, and upon the De- 
miſe of the reigning Prince, the Succeſſor was to be choſen by 
the equal Suffrages of all three Nations; the ſecond, that each 
Kingdom ould be governed by its own Laws, defended by 
its own Troops, by whom all the principal Fortreſſes were to 
be garriſoned, and no Stranger to be preferred to a. civil or 
military Employment from any Motive, or upon any Pretence 
whatever; the third, that the General Diet, compoſed of the 
States of all the three Kingdoms, ſhould be held for the fu- 
ture at Helmſtadt, in the Province of Halland. This Conſtitu- 
tion, which was intended to unite inſeparably the Intereſts of 
the Northern Crowns, proved (ſo uncertain a Thing is human 


I 
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1 when his Son Ohr iſtiern IV. aſcended the Throne! Ie 

arch governed much longer than any of his Predecuſſdrs, 

— 55 Times full of Cdlamity and Trouble. He 1 
Nici in the Wars of Ger mum againſt the Houſe of 
and iti the latter Part of his Reign he broke with the rue 

but wi very infor tunate in cizk War, which was wh Bail 

by 79 made in 1645, hereby the Buser were — ok to 

give up the Provineg of Flalland to the Stvedes far thirty 
and Were alſo Conſtriiged 40 abate the Toll, Which nary 


paid for paſſing the Sund, in Conſideration of — — . 


furniſhed: them dy the Republick, aſter Which — 2 
vernech in eace until the Year 1649; in Which he deceaſed; 
Fredbrict III. was engaged mas be reit with dhe 
Sees in 1657, which had like to have proved fatal 2 
as hath been already lhewhp in che Reign of Obar ler G 
Swellin; who belieged Cheng; and if it had not 1701 
the powerful Intetpdſition of the Duteh, had very 1 9 
tes WOT which he reduced —— great Extremides. 0 * 
this" -JuiiEtute'! howeveꝶ it was, chat ; who notwich 
tanditi” his 'Misfortuney, was certainly 28 25 and brave a 
Prince ds any of his Time, found Meafis to change the Con- 
ſtirutlon of Denmark, and from one of the moſt limited and 
precatibus, tiade it the moſt abſolute Sovereignty in Burope. 
AceoHditig their old Form of Government; the Whole Power 
of the Nation was Jodged in the Gentry or Nobility, fer be- 
tween tlieſe; tere as in thoſe Times no Diſtinction ! Eve 
Gentleman ns à Kind'oF Prince in bis own Eſtate, aud 


Farmers and Countrymen were very little better than en | 


They eh HoWever, "their Repreſentatives to the Gene: 
Diek, I hore they had very little more to do than to give the 
Content ich Takes, by which they were oppreſſed to ſuel a 
Degree, tat tie) light beJullly: aſteewed ide moſt wretched 
People Barth. 1 197 

A Ae formed a a diftin® Body: FR aw 4m 
Kingdom, ahd Without their-Advice the King could de . — 

of Imi 2 0 that in Time of Peace be was very litt 
bethirſ than Preſident! of the Counell, And in Time 1 
more ti General of the AFM The Succeſſion of che 


n 700 Was very precarious; forthough the Son ſucresdrd 
er, 


f ane DEE. ee ent of of ee the 
lonarchy was ar eleQive; though in 4A 

hereditary! It is not at all Wonderful that a —ä— — 
extreamly uneaſy in ſuch Circumſtances, or that he ſhould 


Elie 10 fix mme and his I in an eaſier and better 
Situation 


— 
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Situation; but it is truly amazing, that after loſing 4 great 
Part of his Dominions, and under Cireunſtanees of the great- 
eſt Diſtreſs, a King ſhould be able to do this without an) Fo- 
reign Force, * Bloodſhed, and in leſs than a Week's 
Time; which however was what this: Price Projectetl and 
happily atchieved. As chie is by far the moſt remarkable 
Leda in the whole Compaſs of the Dani Hiſtory, itls Hetef- 
lary it ſhould be conſidered more particularly. 

In the Lear 1660, immediately after Peace was reſtored, 
When the Nation was almoſt undone by the Misfottunbs at. 
rending à tedious and bloody War, A Diet of the States was 
called to conſidet of 'the proper Means for re- eſtabliſhing Af. 
Airs, and enabling the People to recover their Loſſes. The 
Means of doing this were enou fron being 15 0 
che Kidg forefow there would be Difpuls' eon thi this Sabjelt 
In the Diet; he therefor — Care to Fee inſinuated to 
ſome of the Cler to the Preſident of C. , Speaker 
of eee ie the Thing mi it be well are. 1 —— 
about, if every Body would do the Fut, as they h n 
the King do in the Time of the Siege. The Commons there- 
fore by their Speaker Fro before the Nobility the wretched 
Condition of the Kingdom „and the 4 yg there was of 
finding Money even r necelſcy Expences, they did not 
conſent to bear their Projondon of hem. 

The Nobility, who were very numerous, and not at all ap- 
prized of the Inttigue, dealt with the Commons very roundly ; 
they told them, that it was very high Prefuniption to pretend 
to enquire into their Privileges, and tat it ſhowed gr — 1g 
norance of their own Condition ; for their Vaſhls they were, 
and Vaſſals they mould remain. The Sp eaker of the Gom- 
mons then roſe up aud told the Lords, that ſince they would 
do nothing towards preſerving their Privilege s, they Were un- 
worthy to enjoy them; that their Auen to the reaſonable 
— eſt of the Commons, was equally Wor and cruel; 

that though they could” not make themſefyes noble, the 
Nobility ſhould find to their Coſt, Apr '66uld bring the Weight 
of SubjeCtion to fall as heavy upon other (ISPS as hitherto it 
had lain upon themſelves, , _ 
' After ſaying this, he went out, f. 1 1 15 by the Golymons 
d the Clergy to a Man, 'retiting to A in the City 5 
en provided for that Purp 1 ey Tins is to a 
eſolution of devolviug _ Oe Nabe b pon the 
ee F e a to 1d ooh and'dertianded an Audience 
te which þ (bby Were iy meeuely admitted: 4 
Biſhop 
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Biſhop and the Speaker of the Commons, haying ſet forth that 
the preſent, Conſtitution did not in their Opinions, anfwer” the 
End of Government, they were L. ory rely mae the 
Crown | hereditary, in his Majeſty "any, and to Fay: the 
Adminiſtration entirely. i in his rd fem they were fenſib 
he had done all that Was in his Power for the Good Gf 
People and ee ey done much more, if more had- been 
in his Power. Th thanked them for their good Inten- 
90 00 hay at the” Kul; Race told them, that the Conſent of 
x ule Was neceſſary to render that effectual ith 
ku propoſed, - At the ſame Time, under Pretence of fecurin 
the City from any Diſorders. that might .ariſe from this Fe 
ce aek in the Diet, he ordered the Gates to be ſhut,” and have. 
ing the Army entirely i in his Power, Fan Sing Whetey 


he deed;it neceſſary, ſo, that it was impo ſlible for Bo: 
50.89 — out of Nee but hy his Leave, which ö ils Lion ok 


VA a f 185 dy Concluſion. N 

1 8 val 7 diſcerned the Error bf which they 
OR 4 5 diſcerned it too late, as producing no 
54. Fruit than the knowing that it was irreparable. hey 
ſent and offered che King to entail the Crown. upon ks Help 
Male, and to encreaſe his, Power conſiderably; but the Ki 
gave. them to underſtand that this would not niet the 
ſe, and conſequen would never content the C and 

Pe 6: After this fruitleſs, and diſhonourable 155 e the 
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Pp Nob es. , Found themſelves obliged to Aan and three Days 
& after, the King, the Queen, and Roy Y, appegr ared oh 
* | Kind. df Thea erected for that Pack wh * ſeated in 
© Chairs* of State under rich Velvet ies, received the Hd- 


mage of, all the Senators, Nobility, ns and Commons, 

e Sight of the Army. And thus the of WT, 
in 10 c Ee of their Country, diveſted deni, of 5 
well 85 and made a formal Surrender of theit 


1; ties ta the Crown. The King governed 0 

he Wiſdom and Prudence, ten Years, and died univerſall 2 2 

tis by hjs ay, nd — Affections 1 ained by 1 850 Acts pf 

"it Liberality by e C82 de e ſhould de duty and 
0 ſpeedily 


His Son . ee in Taal hg 
his Affairs Chien wy Ont and made fev 


ich Po? 
* Alliances, he refoly of thi Op ty to 
— cover Part of what his dee 1 1 J ol Cake 


But that he might be in a better 8 1 this, 14 
R hiaſelf ig aig . 
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Dyke of Haftein,! in which ho ſucceeded, - but with very little 
Advantage to his Reputation; for the 2 no- 
thing, in 1675 came to Regſtuung to viſit him, and was there 
ſized and put under a Guard} until ſuch Time as he conſented 
toe linquiſh the Advantages he had gained by: the Treaty of 
child after which the King mide bimſelf Maſter! of Ten- 
ningen the ſtrongeſt Place in his Domikhions; and Rkewiſe 


reduced imat. Jo oni at 1 Tas awed . 24d 16 
ile had alſo ſome Succeſ in the — — the next 


Yearo but s gobd Fortune did not continue fon bes 
N feated by the Sure, in the famous Battle of Lunden; 
es neter ablecafterwards to! do much againſt them by 
Land, though by Sb he was fortunate, but at laſt made Peace 
— — the equal Perms. He afterwards employed 

is Forces againſt the City of Hamburgh, upon which the Kings 
of Denman had always had — — twice in his 
Reign he made turn to good Aceount. In the Lear 1694, on 
the Heath of the Duke of Hallein Cotturp, his Daniſu Majeſty 
— by upem that Family, which were for ſome 


ie adijaſted by the Mediation of the Emperor, and the 
ings of Great. Britain and Suruen; that is to ſay William III. 
and: Haren XII. whoſe Siſter the Duke of Halffein had eſ- 


pauſed. a But in the laſt Years of this King's Life theſe Diſ- 


turbances broke out again, and Things were on the Point of 
coming 4 a-Rupture, when the King died in the Month of 
September: 699. - ts f u Ac PEST ane 347 Hors af 
His Son and Sueceſſor Frederick IV. acted preciſely on his 
Fathet's: Principles, and i reſolved to compel the Dukes of 
Hioftein to remain dependent on the Kings of Dennidrk for the 


futuren in order to Which, he over- run that Country,» and 


undertook the Siege of Tomingen, vhich gave Occaſion to that 
long Wardin the North in the Beginning of the preſent Cen- 
tury, f lich ſo much hath been ſaid in the former Article. 
The Enghhhand: Dutch, as Guaranties of the late Peace, ſent 
2 powerful Fleet into the Baltic, and the King of Sweden at 
the ſame Time beſieged Gpenhagen, ſo that the Dane were 


the Houſe 0 


berty to naiſe Troops andi build Forts in his own Dominions, 
provided they were two Miles: diſtant from any Fortreſs be- 
longing taithe Dane, and at leaſt a Mile from their Frontiers. 
It Was likewiſe agreed, that the Cron of Denmark ſuould Pay 

12506 | Det LA oy. 115 * ; & 
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obliged 40 tonclude the famous Treaty of Trauendabl, on the * 
1 fth.of 20 1700. It was ſtipulated in this Trenty, that 

l | Halftein ſnould for the F uture enjoy the ſame 
Rights with other Sovereigus; that the Duke ſhould be at Li- 
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the Duke of | Hem two hundred and fixty thouſand Crowns, 
and that the Chapter of Labec: ſhould be at Liberty to elect a 
prince of Hol/tein for their Biſno . 
have been laſting, and that no farther.Debates could have 
anſen i; but the very next Lear however produced a new Diſ- 
pute: Part of the Chaptet of Lubec having elected the Brother 
of the Duke of Heo//teim, and Part the Prince of Denmark, Coad- 
jutor and Succeſſor to their 4 4 In 1705 the Biſhop died, 
and then the Debate ran ſo high, that the Maritime Powers 
uVvere forced again to interpoſe, not indeed by Force of Arms, 
but by Force of Money ;, in Conſequence! of which it was 
neck ices tale Prince of Ho/fem ſhould remain Biſhop of 
Lubec, and that the Prince of Denmark ſhould receive from 
Greati Britain a Penſion by Way of an Equivalent. In 1708 
the King of Danmark made the Tour of afy, and the next 
Year he attacked the Swedes, by whom he was roughly handled 
in &hbauen ʒ but in the latter End of the Year he had better Suc- 
ceſs by gea. In 1711, in Conjunction with the King of Poland, 
he fell into the Surdiſbh Pomerania, Where he took Domgarten, 
but failed in two other Enterprizes the fame: Tear. 27 

In 1712 he made himſelf Maſter of the Town of Stade and 
the Duchy of Bremen; but the ſame Year his Army was 
beat by the Swedes, who afterwards burnt the fine Town of 
Altena to the Ground. In 1714 and 1715, he had great Suc- 
ceſs againſt the Swedes both by Sea and Land; and in 1716, 
he drove tham entirely out of the Places they had conquered 
in Nortuay, and in Gonjunction with the Pruſſiant reduced 
I iſmar; aſter which he did not puſh the War with the ſame 
Vigour for many Reaſons, but chiefly becauſe he ſaw that his 
Succeſs: would be leſs advantageous to himſelf” than to his Al- 
lies. This made him the more inclinable to Peace, which 
was concluded under the Mediation of George I. King of 
Great Britain, in 1720 | | 

By this Treaty his Dan Majeſty obtained all that he could 
reaſonably deſire or expect, and which to him was a Matter 
of great Conſequence, he procured the Guarantee of the Ki 
of Fance for the Poſſeſſion of the Duchy of Sleſwick, wy, 
the King of Great Brituin xenewed his, which had been 
given before. After the Goncluſion of this Peace, the King 
paſſed his Days in Eaſe and Quiet, and met with only one 
Accident to diſturb him; that was, the Burning of his Capital, 
which happened in 17283 but it has been rebuilt with great 
Magnificence ſince. This Monarch was always inelined to 
promote the Welfare and Trade of his Subjects, and took 
f 8 Care 


1741 

are of every Thing that might contribute to their Benefit 
Bf toward the End of his Life. it was thought.he liſtened 914 

much to Projectors, who induced him to enter upon Schemes 
Which were not always attended with the Conſequences he 
expected from them. He died however greatly regretted on 
the ſecond of Otzober 2730, when he had attained the Age. of 
lixty compleat. : 

His Son, the late King Carts VI. ende the Throne bf 

is Anceſtors, with ute Reputation. He had In his Fa- 
ther's Life · time been ve! , attentive. to the Concerns of the 
Ea India Company, an had been in a great Meaſure the 
rms nh of it; Which induced the People to hope that a par- 
£i Regard for Trade would be the priticipal View of his 
Reign; — ſo indeed it proved. At his very Acceſſion to the 
Government he made many Changes, but all of them in ſuch 
2 Manner as to give great Satisfaction to his Subjects, who 
were particularly Pest with tis aboliſhing a Farm that had 
been eſtabliſhed in his Father's; Time, for v Wine, 
Brandy, Salt, and Tobacco, which was very burthenſome to 
the Subject, however adyantageous to the Prince, Such as 
5 0 intereſted in the Farm offered to advance larger Vos, 

ht be continued; but the King anſwered, 1 brought in 


* bt trac, Joe" bus 9445, complained TIP. Exattons a wich ir 


8 ns not an Act done W and is the Hatch with 
F ts Government; but his Adminiſtration was, of a 
un 4 a ie K he became ng 7 * Lone of 9 5 
n' d in Europe. In 173 le ac fy reary 
2 the Courts * Vienna —3 Prterfbourg, by which he 
promo their Guarantee for his own, and became himſelf 
3 for their Dominions, and of the Pragmatick Sanc- 
Ja Virtue of a ſeparate Article of this Treaty, the King 
oblige iged himſelf to pay the Duke of Holbein a Nille of Rix- 
2 royided he renounced his Pretenſions on the Duchy of 
f ee. It Was in Conſequence of this Treaty, that in the 
Year 1 734 he marched lx. thouſand Men for & Etoperdt's 
Service, in the War that happened on Account of the Succeſfon 
to the Crown of Poland, In 1736 he terminated the 2 
between che Crown of Dawnart and the City of 
thereby obtained Half a Million of Mats f Silver from = 
. City, as well as ſome other Conceſſions which wete very ad- 
vaatageous to his SybjeQs. He foon after erected a Council 
f Trade, whoſe, Buſinels is to examine of Pro NE Rhea nate that are 
made for e By in order to . 


e inte Execution. ff He 
#9907 be neceſſary Lor cairying them c Maag 
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likewife ſent a wal of Hilland and other Countries 
at his own Expence, to eſtabliſh Manufactures in Denmark, And 
took every Step for their Eneduragement that his People 
could 255. woe my ot EF expect. Amon ſt others he detect A 
Royal Bank, has been attended 'With many advarita- 
cots rm alot was always careful to keep his Fleet and 
ary in a proper Condition to render him reſpected by his 
Neighbours ; and to prevent the Expence 2 7 ther 
from becoming burthenſomé to his eople, he from Time 
Time alfo, made” Treaties of Subſidy with Fore Tones 
which brought in latge Sums without "5 ofing ay to th 
ceſſity of taking any Share in any of the Marek, After s, elt ler id 
the North or Germany. ana 
Yet this prudent and pacifiek Condudt never dee hit 
from making Uſe of vigorous Meafures When they 
really neceffary, as was evident in the Caſe of the Tettitory 
of Stemhor/t, when he differed with the Electorate of 48 
and in chat of the Mand Fiſhery, which otcafioned a Gan 
with the Datch; in both which Inſtances he behave 
ſo much Firmneſs as to carry his Point, and that too 059 
out entering into a War. It was ſolely from the gteat Repti- 
tation he had acquired by his wiſe and upright Administration, 
that induced the Swedyh Nation to caſt their Eyes upon ls 
Son, the Hereditary Prince of Denmark, when hey” were 
about to chuſe a Succeſſor to their preſent King; and chou 
he did not prevail in that Point, $f he carried it much 
er than could welt be cx Bed and extrieated himfelf 
at laſt from the Difficulties into which it brought him, with 
Honour. — 
In the Beginning of the late War he was very ſtrongly fotfi- 
cited to take Part 3 the Houſe of A and her Allies, 
but could never be pr on to break r that Neu- 
trality, which app e to be buen to his übſecks. He 
found himſelf TR of all embarraſſed by the Pretenfions' 'of 
the Houſe of Holſtein, which Having now fe Countenance and 
Support of the Ruſſian Empire, he had great Reaſon to ap- 
duese that even the powerful Guarantees he had prot d, 
might pro e for his Support. In this Situation Ie 
atted w ith ſuch Prudence and Circumſp con, and ſhewed' 
great 7 Diſpoſſtion to compromiſe” Matters upon moderate 
Terms, L at the ſame Time by the Armaments made 
upon the Occaſion juſt mentioned, that he was in a Com 
in Cafe he was attacked, to defend himſelf; chat aftet All he 
procured his Peace With Ruſſia to be prolonged, withont 
entering into tho Difeulſions of che Yotat in Beba win 
e 
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the Houſe of Hoi/tem'; and hereby gare N to his Son; 
who has renewed that Treaty very . In fine, daring 
the Counſe of Gxteen Years that he rei he never fell in 
one fulſe Step againſt the Intereſts o bis Crown, er to 918 
Put alle of bis Subjefts Ie that as ne Nies ef his 
was. more beloved or better obeyed” While Tg,” ba 
Feen ae wet more Incereſy or wel 
lamented. ib 12 bs 3108595 * 

lie Sen Frederick v. "tie en Poſſeſſor * the Throne, 
meceeded to it Ju 26, 1746, in the twenty- chird Lear 
his Age; he ed about three Years'before; tlie 55 
— fag 2 by whom he has an Heir apparen 

„49. Upon his firſt takin te 
of ———ů kako. his Hands, he thought fit 81 85 ake 4 
few! Alterations very ndgns'th themſetves, and acceptable 
co his Subjedts. He has ſteadily: purſued his rater Me 
in maintaining Peace, im oving 58 Trade, b 
the Induſtry of his Subjects; his Application to Buſmeſs Jo 
eil to à conſtant and well regulated Fconomy, 5 5 be 
him not only to live. within the Bounds of His ee 
bur to make . conſiderable Savings.” po. 5s hve 
he has conducted himſelf! as a wiſe/ and: pe FANG 
bather in ſuch a Manner” as to become 2 4 er 15 of 
his bon Rank, i generouſly af che to [o ſublime a Cha; 
racter j for he as 9 t this did engt ariſe fro 
Avarice; ora flatural Nearneſs of Temper, but from à noble 
and truly royal Ptinciple of doing whatever a 1 
woche Public Good, For In thoſe Provinces of big P 
nions that _ ſuffered by inevitable Calamitics, ſu E 
Mortality among the Cattle, and the ny of”! gin 
he has : Sap even' his' juſt Rights; 48 en 
very · conſiderable Sums for encou nd ; and pro 
Mens, Harte; nt To l difcharged a arge Deb 11 e fr 
Wing 11 * If e 


This, though in itſelf very DRAINS confdettvl deting the Sum 
and this ſhort Time he bas reigned, has been attended or 
a Circumſtance too ſingular to be . even in this 
cinct Recapitulation of Events; in which We Seek d Hot t 5 
give the Hiſtory; dut a few hiſtorical Remarks only? Pon 

Reigns. The Creditors af the Crown,” as ſoon as Y 
were informed of his 'Majeſty's'Delign, endeavohred 34 3 
vent it, by humbly repreſenting hat if he was diſpleaſe 
the Largeneſs of their Intereſt,” they were content to 1097 
of Four inſtead of Five per ' Cont: which had been hitherto 


. e his Dani b Majeſty anſwered, that "= 
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Money in his. Coffers, where it could be of no Service: to the 
Publick, he choſe to diſcharge their Obligations ; but that he 
would take it as a Favour done to hinofelf. if they would lend 
the Money he now paid them at a low Intereſt to his Sihjes, 
which might enable them to extend theit Commerce, ànd im- 
prove the Manuffetureg, do nid wo bovoted mom enn 
It is incredible to what a Degree his own and his: Father's 
peaceable and prudent Adminiſtrations have contributed::t6 
the Benefit of the Countries belonging to the Crown of Den- 
mart; and how much the Face of Affairs is changed within 
ſo ſhort à Time. New Ports have been opened, which bas 
deen owing to the opening new Channels of Trade, the Fhig. 
ping of the Danes has been more than doubled, and: the Rewe 
nues of the Crown have increaſed in the fame; Proportion 
within that ſmall Space. The Court is ſplendid withour Pro- 
fuſion; / the King rich without, Oppreſſion, the Miniſters atten: 
tive to the Duties of their reſpective Stations; not only from 
the Example of their Maſter, but from the Senſe they haue 
that a contrary Behaviour would infallibly draw upon them 
immediate Diſgrace. Adored at Home, and reſpected Abroad 
the King is only attentive to preſerve and promote the Happi⸗ 
neſs of his Subjects, in which he places his . ! 
It is a Pleaſure to inſiſt upon a Subject of this Nature, and 
it is at the fame Time the Puty of a Political Writer, to ſheiwt 
that he has, a Pleaſure in beſtowing juſt Praiſes, and in pny- 
ing, where Truth directs, that Tribute of Applauſe which 
due to good Princes, from all who have Oecaſion to enquire 
into, and are thence enabled to become acquainted. With cheir 
Characters. Beſides, it ſerves to illuſtrate that great and leading 
Maxim in Politicks, that where the actual and real Intereſts 
of \any.\Goyetnment are the ſame, that is, where the par- 
ticular, Views of the Prince comeide with the publick Good; 
the, Progrels; made is equally; fwift and great. et this :is 
a Remark that is commonly left to diſtant Hiſtorians, from 
an unaccountable, and at the fame Time a moſt unwarrantable 
Propenſity to commend paſt, and to condemn our on Times, 
whereas we ought to ſhew the ſame Impartiality with Reſpect 
to both; It is by adhering to this honeſt and equitable» 
Spirit only, that an Author can hope to render any Service 
to his Reader, and to make his Writings eſteemed uſeful 
rather than agreeable Amuſements. which; how. much foever: 
75 may entertain for a Day, from the Neatneſs of their 
Diſpoſition, the Sprightlineſs of their Sentiments, or the Ele- 


gance of their Language, cannot fail of ſinking ſpeedily into 
Oblivion ; ſince, as the: immortal Maſter of the Remam Fo- 
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quence long ago obſerved, Opinion is a fleeting Thing, but 


Truth and Reale ſubſiſt without feeling the Effects of Age. 

The Danes have been formerly eſteemed a very warlike Na- 
tion, and though from their Misfortunes in their Wars with 
the Swedes, their Power is much diminiſhed, yet the Credit 
of che Daniſʒ Troops is ſtill very good. The Forces the 
keeps up are very well paid and diſciplined, and are numerous 
enough to ſecure his Dominions againſt any 1 nvaſion, more 
eſpecially as his Fleet is in excellent Order, and as the Danijb 
deamen and the Norwegians are juſtly reputed the beſt in the 
North. His Revenue amounts to between two and three 
Millions of Rixdollars, which the preſent King has fo pru- 
dent employed. as to have always Money in his Coffers, 
and to 40 ray 41 the Charges of Government, without load- 
ing his People with extraordinary Taxes, ſo that. we need 
not wonder he is. ſo univerſally, beloyed, The Clergy, al- 
though they have but ſmall Livings, are as much conſidered 
in Denmark. as in any Country in the World; becauſe ſince 
9 — great * in their Government beforementioned, the 

2 the Nation depends very much upon tbeir In- 

Auenee over the People, which they have hitherto content 
exerted in Favour of the Crown. 

The Laws of this Country have been deſervedly i in Repu- 
dation, as lying within a very narrow Compaſs, a moderate 
Quarto containing them all; and the Adminiſtration of juſtice 
is ſo well looked after, that Suits in this Country are but 
few,. and thoſe very ſpeedily determined. The King makes 
and repeals Laws as to him appears neceſſary for the Good of 
his Subjects, but the Crown, has always uſed this Power with 
much Moderation and Diſcretion ; ſa. that as Denmark may. be 
truly ſaid to be the only legally abſolute Government in E- 
rope, perhaps in the World, the People have had leſs Reaſon 
to xegret the Change made by themſelves than could well have 
been expected; and if their Monarchs copy after the Example 

of their preſent King, the Danes. will feel fewer Evils from 
the Want of Liberty, chan in other Nations are ran by 
the Abuſe of it. 
What has been already ſaid, ſufficiently ains the domeſ- 
tick Intereſts of this Nation, which having ered extreamly 
by the warlike Temper of many of its Princes, as well as by 
the too great Power of the potent Families of their Nobility 
in former Times, muſt be content to aim at repairing their 
paſt Miſtakes by an induſtrious and frugal Conduct for the 
future. Titles were not formerly in uſe here any more 


than in Sweden ; but of Jate thoſe of Baron and Count — 
een 
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been introduced, and about thirty or forty Families have been 
honoured with them by the Cron. 
The Kingdom of » Norway; which ſtill remains uhited to 
that of Deumarũ, is of great Conſequence; and under the laſt 


and preſent Reign there have been great Improvements made 
in its Trade, and the Inhabitants have been uſed with more 
Indulgence” than formerly. The fame Thing may be ſaid in 
Regard to {/e/and and other Iflands belonging to the Crown of 
Denmark," which have been of late Fears put in all Reſpects 
into a much better Condition than they were; ſo that their 
Commodities come to a better Market, their Manufactures are 
in a much more flouriſhing Condition, and thie Numder 6 
their Inhabitants, Towns, and Shipping, is continually in- 
creaſing; whereby, in the Space of another Century, if no | 
Wars break out, or unforeſten Confufions happen, the Daus“ 
will become quite another People, and their Menarehs make a 
greater Figure than they have done for ſome Ayes "paſts 
which will probably be owing to the Neceſſity they mu fins 
themſelves under of living upon good Terms with'' St6-4w, 
that they may not be in any Danger from the Power of Ru 
ſia; for it has been the perpetual Quarrels between the S]] 
and Danes that have kept both Nations low; as the Extinction 
of this Humour would infallibly render them both great, or, 
which-is perhaps better, ſafe and ſecure. ee. 
In Reſpect to the Empire, Denmart has not much either 
to hope or to fear; for if ſhe can but preſerve the peaceable 
Poſſeſſion of Sleſict, it will be a fure Barrier to her Do- 
minions on the Continent; and with Regard to her Iſlands, 
as the Princes of the Empire have no great Maritime Power, 
ſhe carnot be much in Danger on that Side. As to her 
Diſputes with the Houſe of Ho/ftem, they can be only da- 
gerous to her from the Support that Family may receive from 
the Intereſt it has at preſent in NRuſſa, which though at 
firſt Sight it may appear very formidable, yet, when cloſely 
examined, the Scene will be much changed. For in the fift 
Place, there are but very few Powers in Germam that would 
be pleaſed to fee the Ruſſians in that Country; and the 
Powers that have guaranteed Sieſtvieb to Denmark, would 
not fail in ſuch & Cafe for their oon Sakes to interpoſe. 


Beſides, it is really more for the Intereſt of the Houſe of 


Holten, to receive a good Equivalent for its Pretenſions to 


CG than to enter again into the Poſſeſſion of it, 


unleſs with a View to facilitate the Conqueſt of 'Denmark, 
which would bring on them all the Powers of the North at 
once. „ e I OE ene em ae 
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ſole was with a View to make Trial of what might be done 
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ways do what is fit for him to do, and negte& nothing that is 
ſuitable to his Pignity, to his Love. foo-tagers: and his Re gard 
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1 VHERE is mars Miyzare afro av Nga 
+»the Notions commonly received as to the 
——ů— of this Government; that at the ſame 
3 extreamly neceſſary, we aud it aue highly Ae 
ſeparate and diſtinguiſn them... This Perpl — 
. which wil be at large explainedberc 
11 ufter;but--of which we: are odliged to ſay ſomewhnt here. 
iche dominant Power 3238 is Bot a King, a Miniſter, a 
cCbuncil, or Senate, but the whole Body of the Nobiſity ; and 
ade zuling Paſſion of this dominant Powers is te preſerve this 
- -Ptctogative, which for ihe Sake of. giving ita go Name, 
they ale pleaſed to ſtile Liberty in its full EKHent- O Phis there- 
fore may be conſidered as the accidental Intereſt of Naland, 
„ chat ie, in contradiction to its real: Intereſt}. Which As in all 
ne Gountries, is no other than the Good ofthe, Whole. 
But chere lies the Misfortune, that, as the Porſoas who gurſuc 
12 this/acritiental Intereſt have a conſtant Suecoſſion, chere is _ 
J—_— kttle Ground to Hope that the real · Intereſt will ev 
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. 111 rryettinient) L true ; Whorcas, if any Methodirould::be-fal- 
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e founded in In. herwill neden Loſs * 
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Country in general. 
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ment; for when. weh x were in a be 25 Condition in that Ae. 
ſpect, by their being in Roan, 2 they ſhe £20, 
great Inclination to improve them. Their turn in general is. 
to Arms and good Fellowſhip; but from domeſtick Feu 3 
and Animoſities, their Valour is, moſiiy Experienced up n. 
each other, and by, their Jintaſtine, Divilions they hape. 0 
becomes Prey to thoſe Nations, whom if they had. been 1 
ted they had 2. Strength en een g der dene ut, 
taidotiquer, {127 21 2; 2 * Win in 
© This makes them verꝝ good. Neighbours, for iel bis. 
tion has never tempted . 17555 > Ro Ages palt, fo 
make any RAttempts upnpn athers g but then the Power of their 
_ Nobilith'is do great, that 1 py Wie to. ſhew but k 
Vigbur iu the Support, of it:; nor can, this be 0 4 at . 
any Nation Where / the People cannot be e = 
fend: themſelves. The lib Armies, as we; ſh 
eri have fbught with Succeſs. and. 8 
Teriarr; but this was: wing to their Nobil N PET 
Horſeback, and deciding the Buſineſs Ae one bak 3 25 
paigns: The ſame Thing that we colle 

ve may infer alſo from their Defeats; e . 
lyfrba their Wars with: the e 7278 . i 


gieatlyriwed” by ahe Ru- ;. in both, Gaſes however, this has 
been bring; td their having to do with. re gu js Fore 
— — thin ae = 


nds thoſe" — ; 6g been a 
the Cofacks, who ãn former Times were the De 
laub act nowiom the) Side of their dete Bar 
peihapt none of «theſe: Miſtakes, are irretriexable: 8 
ptefent Weakneſs and Diſtne ſs of . which 
er ian wer, ſhould at laſt inſpire thety e 
their Errors, and incline them to n 
appedtithdr Caſe is not itretrievable; tho“, 
Kind Happens, it will be ſo very ſoon,. 1 
have nirea dy eneroachad upon them A 4 0 
thiag hut — Factions could. baye cheo 
— 'Folly and want oß publick (Spirit; © 
brave'Natidn:to-bear'/7 But it is now. 8 
Method, and to enter upon ga Series of 
5 * our ſubſequent Refle 58 intelligible. 
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1.87 1 
There are few Hiſtories more confuſed than that of Palend,” 
infomuch that we know little or nothitig with" Certaimy, — 
1 58 With Certainty endugh FI dhe Purpoſe) "before the 


r 8 "who mowed he Throne 

e fourt enth e Was Grand Duke of Li- 

wo 4 Pagan; hut On bis 0 n elected King of H, 

ke 1 e 15 40, and töbk Care d make bis Subjetts ſb; 
he alſo nntted the bf his hetedſtary Dominlenb to thoſe 


of Poland, Which Eh tie Polit to have fſuch k Negard für 
his Memory, as to 88 the Crown in his Family, until his 
Male: — in Sz mand eee e eee 
50 ch? a long. Struggle between-the:two! 
iel . cf e, "Brother to CH ND 
Piney 2 Aae ed Gina Poland; in preference to . 
lian, of Multi, r enjoyed the'Crown four 

bis Br Fir Helly returned prwately into — 
une e rh em poly the Name of Hen {EEE and 
this Election and fh mtroduced that nce 


between tHe Freu, and Paſs, which has fubſiſted vibr.: fincey" 
ey "little 55 the Advantag gore — . ba cds 
4 2. 5 of Poland e prodigious Refemt« 

ment at 10 Uſa 2 "mx With gi" King! Hoy deviegite 


-aadito/ 
ems 


45 


ken the Advaritage of Night to — bis Eſca 
0 Wolle W not without much 
Softicitartoins,” 990 beten adrifirted't and — 
Abdication, he; Patty which had eſpouſeck the C auſes of 


iſh ria, endeavoured to roi his — 
ro te Se Te Kit Heal thee Diadem Glen e Rivulhad/cuit- 
<; Put phi corey they Were nov! able! to carry tliris Hinte, 
Qrit ; ones oles being: inclined 2 wore 


Would ide amongſt ä 
” expect 2 — eee Honey of pen, 

ews'that Printe ha in German. N th 
for this Neaſon more 


r Repbration bbs 
e Hifffculties iti ſtruggle 
clot | io! 4 coafMderdote Parryideclared) 2 
1 City of | Panitict on the 
. ig Stehen, however, -tookithes — 
On the THrotie Fs cap oy 
9 1 of uhe Houle-ofJa 
— alk biz 8 
engagetl ina 
255% Gg 1919903 bne bo mute, 
Jet 20115 20 211 915 1 1dut 100 1904 197 ©) 
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readily accepted i but the Pola found it very d ho bal a 
c 


Saxertiguty of the Ducal Priſſia, Which he held e. 


ing 6 Royal Society, be had from the Month of the Fo. 


Pziſoner. em dare $3,077} ed Ka At le III 


| a: and to throw off their! Subjeftion: to Poland, Thing 
ſonbaſe as it mould never have been believed, if he had nt 


T 993 
be amiſs to inſert it here,. The Danes es 
Seba Dominious, King Chur li. offered FR RR? , 
Gonqueſts ih: Poland for 800z000: Rixdollars, 2 7 9 ih s Offer lh 


thei Money The Elector of Brondenburgh, 7 

in the Swedes, petreivingithat he vas lite to loſe ih 

anee / privntely propoſed . to the Pals to pay this ; Money, 113 
aſliſt — — the / Stueds, if they would N the 


ta chef Crom of Puland : This was 2 and per 
on both Sides, and ratified in che famous Treaty 
— the Pales ended all their Differences, . 


Neighbours: .- N + 1 4557 Ao 2G4u7 57} 2 1181 
'Sir-Rodere:Southwe!! declared,” at 8 Mort: 


Hor of Brandenburgh. Aſter this King Caſfimir might have 
ech in Peace, n dea Project 30 render 
himſelf Abſolute, in order to whi he raiſed an Army,of 
34z000-Men,.moft of them Germast. But this Deſign heing 
diſgovered Frince Lubrmirſti, the Cron General; at the Head 
of che Heliſh Troops, fell upon the King's Irmy, gefeated 
them totally, and made their General, who was a 


. 1 


Me need not Vonder that, after ſuch a Blow ag This, the 
King bond be out of Humour with his Subjects, qr that 
his · Subjects ſhould have no longer any Confideneg it ſuch a 
Pritoe ; but the Methods be took to be revenged on them, 1 
deſerve to be made knowng more eſpecially as they pro- 
ceided from the Advice given him by his e 
and 4liaſe of lier Nation, whom ſhe procured to he 15 

into his Council. In the firſt Place, he excited the Cocke 19 { 


been; weak enough to have written a Letter under his Wn 
Hand, to their Gonerals for that Pu Me, which, they 

cedp! and thereby proved it in conteſta 7a Nur 1 U 19 1 
Another Scheme of his, Kill meaner than Geke 
ſwvrid dis End: more effectually. He 3 bo ve 1 

rycforo the Mifchieſs he had ocoafibned; and having © ede a 


Biet at Label, her there Propoſed: redreſſing -publiek,Griev- - Wi 
anccs;and paying:ithe, Army, The heſt POET effect WFP 
this, was to call-in the Gold and Silver of the Kingdom, and P; 
rech it But dbis having been found defieient, the, States 
conſented. to have vaſt,Quantities of Copper coined, , which p 
before had been very ſearce 3 49: — and tor 1 Dn 


botoqot f1 


1911 

inttinſick Value to almoſt double the common Standard- Wick 
this Meney the King paid the Publick for what they brought 
in, as likewiſe the Atreurs of the Army, but kept all the GU, 
and Siwer; Which he aſterwards remitted! into Frunte and 
ſoon followed himſelf,” when he had beggarott the Nation; for 
wich the Poſes abhor his Name even tocthis Day. ts 2ctf fi 
He hat nd reigned twenty” Vears wirkt very Uittle-Quier;: 
and lefs Gtedit; He ſaw plainly: that it was impaſſible for Him 
to enjoy the One, or to recover the Other in Nuiand; and theres? 
fore he reſol ved to refign the Grown, which be acebrdingly 
did, in the Church of St. Jahn at Warſaw, Brptt 165 16687 
and afterwards" retiring! into France, died at Naters, iu Den 
1671. - But as he was Abbot of St: Germains at Pari, h W 
buried there vnder a magniſteent Tomb of Braſi with a pom- 
pous Laim Hiſcription, attributing to him many Vittues which 
he nevef Had, and in Which there ls not the leaſt mention of 
thoſe" Follles and Wices by which he loft! his Honour and hie 
Count! = b, Dog au NN on wiz u lohn Hai 

This ReſQnation thre w- the Kingdom of Palond" into freſh - 
Diſtractions, for immediately four Gandidates declared them 
ſelves; the: fltſt s che Great Pritice of Ruta, on whöſe he. 
half the C257 his Father made large Offers. The ſecond was 
the Duke of Neubourg ,' ſupported the French Intereſt. he | 
third wits! the Dalte of Lorruim who had the German Faction 1 
for his Priends! The Fourth was the Son of the Prinde uf { 
Cinde; eſpbuſed by many of the Poliſh Nobility, but of- Rec 
pe@ts his Father: The Firſt and the Laſt of theſe Gand! | 
dates were Toon laid aſide, but the Factions of the other Pwty > 
wet of fluch equal Strength; that a Civil War was appre hen "mM 
ed Thee Phlatine” Opalirſki/\ however, changed the iwholer: | 
Face of Affatrs by a Speech, in which he told them, that it: 
was a Shame they ſhould either admit of a Foreign Prince, lot 


1 ſuffer Foreigfiets to preſeribe to them who ſhould be their : 
ling; chat their Anceſtors did not act in this Manner; bur 
ven they Found themſelves in ſuch a Situation, made Chojos! i 
ht of their Countryman Piaſtus; diſtinguiſhed only by his Victues ; 
* —— chem ſo prudently, that tho heived to be one 
drr Hundred and Twenty; bis Death was as much regretteck a8 
e had beem cut off in the Flower of his nge, This Speectr : 
eve 1 vas fo well 'received;! that the whole Aſſembly cried ont, A 
cf % A Plat which is mow become a Phraſes to expreſt a 
nd % Candidate in Oppoſition to a Stranger. 1 ei 
tes At the next Meeting, the ſame Palatine Prince was calied | 
192 pon to namę one ef the Nobility! worthy of the Crow. u 
{1 


on which he made another Speech, at the Cloſe of hieb he / 
2 ; propoſed 


| 


mT! 2 El 10 7. 912, 4 2 1 Haug 5 15) jw ofdw 
| pep 8 who Was dbfetindea how 
er of or Forems He was not remarkable for (Parts, For 
— he'd. 1Erally Fthat he 
- Other F Ne- 


e — . — nee Sd a Pays r 
ene Does few ore Th 
5, Opt fun Mog — 
me hithſeif, "broke out inte T 
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* Diet pe | dan 'a King whe. 
TT 7 8 ab en vou 'O1N3 odw- „8 nn. 
Ta roms 
the Aﬀetably; 
— on the ſeventeenth of — — He e 
: ler ren, os of he Letts "of Jes 
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ons, ES in 


rage * 


5 75 dung Nasen e rute Vie 
g ſuddenly on the ſixteenth of — cb, | — 
vt ſtrong Suſpicions of Poiſon. He was thirty-two Years of 
= a aaa Moderation, 2 but 


1931 
"uw was far enough from having the great Qualities 1 re- 


„ de 20 fil dhe Throne with, Digniny, more 

or 2 Country a Pad, 21 Aion, _— $H ka) 3 10 51. 8 
he * cee of, Bl attended, as. 1 55 
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his ; 8 brats 


werg 3 
e 


* 


> Nobility; wha . 
he- don me 
4. Prince, who 0 yo — TT und 
Vn io be he Pries 5 Conde. 2. 
as edu to, one for for the Dube 8 
nöd | 4 2 l — — ö 
e this 0 1 2 © 

by a Spee 

Ha, in and Rides hat the Lishaavians Bad. di 
rent * Conley ; protefing.ſo ary 28 they 
ich 9 2 N er Ne of Paland; that 
b 499 8 chuſe, a. Cerman Fringe; 
adi- 1%, wo timents. plainly. That they were on 
'Ged EE OR — State, of et if 
had 1 n delivered by by the late Victorꝝ of 
In- nf * mo as it was won by. the Grown:Geng 
3b 10 iet 


only deſerved to be we * ers omen 
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4 
fen hehad'thus-ſecared-the Peace of the We he 
returned to C racbta; here on the fecond of Febrsmy, 16 
he: was ro.wned owith; great Magniſicences He made a 
honowtable Peace with the Turi not Tong after, which Liſted: 
tillathe enr 1683. Tnithat Tear they invaded — — 
beſiged Viemmn; tbi the Relief of Which the Ki Nolan 
marched with 20, O00 Hun, and htwing joined abe wie tors of | 
Bauiria and Saxony; and the Duke of Lorrui, ullo had about 
tho ſame Number; he on the jath of bepremler attacked the 
Grand #zir;\nwho:hadian Army of near 200, od entirtly de. 
featecb them; forcing! them to raiſe the Siege,; and fly with the. 
umoſt : Precipitation. Phe King made his Entry into Ienna 
throGghithe:Breachi with tlie grear Standard of choir kry (tas. 
ken de his Troops, carried before him. „ 190 93h 
e afterwards continued the War for ſome Time longer the#- 
hecthought himſelf but indifferently treated by the ro | 
On his return into Poland, he met with much Ufleaſinels and 
Diſdontent; the Nobility approhending' chat he intended t 
malte the iCrowniHereditary in his Family; and that tb -was 
with this View) he hoarded up ſo much Money; foritit Was 
computed that in the Space 1 ſuved near 
two Millions Sterling. His Cares and Fatigues broùglit o 
Complication of Diſtempers, which carried him 2 
teembof Jane; 1696, in the ſixtysſixth Year of his nge, und 
nd of his Reign. At the Time of his Bebeaſeg 
hegwas the Oldeſt, the Richeſt, and emen 
moſt renowned Monarch in Eurepe. $121 di oft. VCL 19! 
After the King's Death, Cardinal Nai nf ;- Arvhbiſhop:6f > 
Gngſun, and Primate: of the Kin dom; took the Adminiſtrati- 
on-of the Government as is uſual, upon him, and notified the 
King's Death to Foreign Princes, andi to all the Goverhots of 
the Provinces, and adviſed with the Senators that Were then 
at Manar, of the proper Method and the Time to chuſuta ned 
King! MNiey fixed upon the twenty-ninth of Augu, 1695 
for the Convocation of the grand Diet; but there pp aeg 
ſevoral Gompetitots , andi thoſe too ſupportedi by i pOπά . 
Factions, it was thought neceſſary to tate more Th to a 
peaſa he Diſſentivris of the Nobility; for hich Ren fun abi: 
Ouverture of the Diet was deferred to the fiftuenthief Ai 
169 f.: wt boagod ff Miete 155 „ bas vie 111 nn, gn 
Fhey men chuſe the Sicur BH for their dpealtbt whom! 
they tall Marſbalt The chief Competitors were Princes i 
p Poland, and his Brother Prince Alexander, the Prince of'./ 
Dom Lv: 0k hip and Prince: Lawiz of HAαas/ but 
bog che / Ele er of deren uerpectedhy canic ao che Fron. 


Ade | tiers 


H. 


reer 


L vs ] 2 
tiers oft Paland with go Men, and declared hinſelf a Candi 
date; having 4 TLveltemonth before abjured his Religionzuto? 
qualify: hi » For this:Crown;! which procured him the In 
tereſt of the Pope and:Clergyj that at length nb cnſidera - 
ble Party appeared but for him, the Prince uf Gantij und 
Prince Fames:i The Cardinal Primate, with a great Nuriuber 
of the Polatmes, ſupported the Intereſti of the. Prinoe / of Gang: 

the Hina having for-feveral Leas be fore given à great Cha 
ractet aß chis Merit and Valour, which made the King of 
Hronce believe that he would undonbtedhj carry that a 
as ĩt is probablei he vould have done, chacb he been in Perſùn us 
near the Place of Election, as the Elector of fa was $ fog. 
on the 20th of June, being the Day of Hectione the Diet. 
drew out into the Field, and he had that Day more Votes chm 
either the Eledtor of Saxony or Prince James, which the Pri- 
mate ing, went with his Party and immediately pros 
claim | him King. Genn of} ©,\ „ Atti (11197 21 10 
But the two other Parties knowing that this could not be le 
gally dene, without the unanimous Conſent ofthe Diet pre 
teſted againſt it; and Prince James perceiving his Narty to bes 
the weakeſt and having always been in the Intereſt of. ah 
Houſe, of aſtria, as being married to the Siſter oft abei Em 
preſs and: Queen ſof Spain, reſigned all his Intereſt to the Aero 
tor of Save who was like wiſe ſupported by the Emperur: 
Theſe td Parties being thus united into one, were more nu / 
merous than thut of the Prince of Comi y wherefore doing 
next Day into the Field, they got the Biſhop of Ggiauirg dforr 
ter the Primatechad xe ſuſed it, ro Proclaim Frederic) Augufinft f 
Sar, Ming af Poland, and ſent Ambaſſadors to daſire hiur 
to aceepti he Crown 3 he accordingly entered the Kingdom 
vith his Forces, and marehed directly to Gratow, Ee he 


was towns. c ish n ie, bytyts bas Hood 


The other Party endeavoured however, to maintain the 
Election; but the Prince of mi, ho came rom Dantzigig i 
finding that he ſhould: have no more Friends in iPoland than che: 
purchaſed with his Money; and that they would continue ſd no 
longer thanrthey were ſupplied) with it, determined to quit his- 
Claim, as he dit, andi ſo left the peaceable Poſſeſſibn to Ming 
Auguftts; Wh. notwithſtanding this, was- fat enough from 
meeting with that Duty and Reſpect which he hoped for ;.fo0 i 
that new / Nifturbances:were on the Point of» arifing; f they 
had not been prevented by the: Wiſdom and Moderation ofhE,ͤe. 


Ling, och DNK donn dot eic hos Fe 40 


In che Begihning of the Vear 15700; he hall brought W 
nto ſome o tolerable Degret uf Order, and imight ery pres! 1» 
7917 | | : ; bably 


[96] 


— 2 — Wande 
the great Quahtirs 3 — a nne, her 


of, in. ths. anner we n 
our former Arti . N : Set wits $andieny 
his it was hat gre a9 Opp to chat Fusion; which 
hed ſupp! 2 once mote to make Head 
in ——— had yo lated the d 
I ng abs Fog Troops, and taking other Step tha 
were .incophſtens. with the Convention into:vwhich*thep! 
Nor Genin the Time of, his: Election, and which/acogttiny 0 
| icution, Was to he the ſole Rule of hls Govetnni 
King: of Sweden encquraged this Patty, and even We 
mY Folder to them, that / the on Way — * 
ID his Friendſhip, was to dec he Tron 
eant, and. Elect a new King, which when they 1 
un a. Condition to. ſupport them W no wi 
doing, and accordingly they — a : aft; 
ae. Palatine of Pofſuamia; a young Nee nary Toy 
the Ning of  Swcaen,.. who- on the fuurth of Oe, ly 175 af 
owned:at/#arſaw.,,..,. 1 M on w Valli 
"I pext. Year his Confederste, Charlat NIILlef ge 
aw u wg whers: he reduced King: — 
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4 he was ghd, to, make” eres padde 
1 Trot Ih, . were e e on him by 1 1 
'F | hardeſt was this, that! he ſfiould 

EY A. 2 to Staniſlaus as King of Halm. 7 

| gad ding Year, the laſt mentioned Prince was dekn od 

the Powers in Enurope 4 hut the Lear foltowin is 
j 
175 the — of — bein defeated i in we amous 41 
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— Ow the good Will of the Parr he hay þ 
two pf his greazeſt Luemieg, remitted a third Part IDs 


refuſed to call, 
age | 90110 d. but that of giving e 355 
ur of a cteding. There Were Evers 198 cof 


Lern d rm of the Army; and had order wdirteen 
ments of his Cermian W to derte the! King 15 wy 
wo ok diſcontented Senators pe a 8 1 5 
obility who actually began to mount, and ſſſęwed 4 . 
b b. dolding ſuch an Aſſembly without the Royat?. 75 
* Prerented this, by declarinig abſolint}y i 
at as Rebels ſuch as hould'prefume to me 
vow uch an Authority as the-Confitation had renc Fe re- 
i and to incline theſe People to hegr ken more r Gy 
to Reaſonythe \recalled his Cre Troops ; 1 — Wen 4110 
4 Peace. with che Tarts, be began to enjoy more 85 
Bail L the Time de had Ark ee 8 
oma $3 5 
Ache Vear 12 happened the ee rtunate Aﬀair 857 j; Jp 
which had: —— 8 ew plunged the Republick” 
with! moſt! of the Proteſtant bd, In Europe. © The City © 
Norns ene of the:moſt conſiderable In ther Ph 1585 hk 
by.P ele wet however ſome 


had invited a few ſeſuits thither to educate ts, ilk 
— Se 1 vi he DN 


e he Jeſy yd upon hich he ahh Hour 
in Time, fome other Exceſſes were — 
H Upon 


[98 3 | 
| Bpon his Tribinat was erectẽd, compoſed of ſome Giih- 
debs and [Seharors7of. Poland; who: aftervexandining:amtouthe 
Affar / cauſed: the chief Magiſtrate Mf. Reuſrer to hr bebende 
ind ſome df the Toumſmeh to be hanged and then Bodies! 
nz they / likewiſe! changed the Magiſtrates of the T own 
contrary! to the Treaty df Ouina, which ohliged itherEzowns 
S Great Britain, Stunden, and Nruſta to interpole, ia — 
tees! oF at Treaty; in Favour: of the Proteſtants: hut / chꝰ 
Air being drawn into à Negotiation; the !bad Effect thal 
were apprehended from thoſe violent Prodeedifigsiwetei:giret 
vented, though the Proteſtants had not that Juſticb dond then; 
which front che Nature of chüt Treaty, band the:[Piewerl of 
thoſe: Courts chat interpoſetl dn their Bekalf, they had: juſt 
Neuſbg dd expect. 2111 Sid 09 lat 50 bluos 1210 O 
There followed not long after another trdublefoins | 
"hit; beeauſe it may hereafter be revived and i cheatb me 
Diſputes it is neceſſary wei:ſhould: confidet irimors a»Birge 
The Duchy ef 'Colrlanf; whith was, ancjentlyi 4 Nauru of 
Sen WAS A Fief of theiCrowh of Fele, und hadibvabkokefl 
2 fuch by the Family:vf Adler , frond ti Yeara Ser. od 
Dole ro Poder iy 2 eee 
n dt Ruſſia; 26 the Cm ab and iNieves 
Me Gr Perg bur died. withbut leaving fart ponent 
that Marriage: By his Demiſe the! ideipendedinochls 
Ugele Naas bur the Dicheſs Dowager tob Poſſeſſieh of 
by ores; aid che Duke was obliged dd live! at dRakrzich in 
F . disdifferent Circumſtances. bag will wh T0 ealwoh sch 
-5117The!Kinp'of Pruffig labdured- 40 pröcurt this! Vuntry or 
Mes. Motgrate df Hrandenburgb Sweat; - ho fete t n 
-the Bets hh whith it was charged j but. 'rbeGrandeehivi 
il vdtet ſtröngly Mbine tf fe remam -n lang 
2 feptirite Duchy, bur rather to Unite and indegpDte alt? h 
J tet of Poland, to he governed in the ſautz : Mundes 
_ 1:9thef Parts of the Kingdom” The Noebifftyngr Tie, 
he are very numerous, Were. extr Sond tax! chk, 
And therefore in che Nume of Duke Ferdinand talled a general 
Diet in order ro elect a Buedeſſur, in -whith/they NHD ant 
Mamlits of Surbiy, tie hatüral Son f King go, at e. 
fent ſo well known to the World by the: Tide sf Madbal 
See Bat Duke Pu, hheing dia p ved tg Hüft by 
ieh che A embly was Called, and: the P, ghhy reſet: 
ug this Flectiönz- Ng Hupifus was firued/td dickiec Gg 
his Son, and he Was fen alter compelicdi.[4@. weir: by be 
8 KRufun Prop] Jil aH zd bl of dior! 09943802 
bi a og © bob 
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b | 
his was) it the Year 1728; and from that Tims! Fand 
grew-more'and:move> mira from a Apprebenſion that the. 
King intended 10 Sure the” Gro tothe Electoral Frinoe vn 
b Decesſeg which ns ie n high Violation 5 
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Crown; though! Bergsee having ge Fn x direft Line 
for eight Hindretl Fbars King zg Doured. all he won 
to fatisfy the Nbbility i and/to-compoſe theit Differences, b H 
tonne Paro af tft ror EH ormeftgrond edt jn] L 
'» His/Sitknefs hindered Hm fm holding 2 Diet, 3 
fag that Neat; and He theke che action Were ſo: 
no Diet could be held; upon which dien he King: retired, 
difſittsfied- i. rand the Lighddnian Yrew,. (uh oy, 
Pooteſt-againſtibis: Fee, care withautthe:Conſent;; 
the:Jepatecrard foberal other G 
another iet in ug which broke up without coming to any 
Reſoknigtic In 4 73a, HelenMed:a third extraordinary Diet at 
Mateo with no: better: Effart. -H N . ang 
there trabrdinary Diet int the Beginn ef aged 332 but vH 
prevented from hoſtlingeb, by Death His Der happened 
on the iyſth of Jan 5 Year, and left e r . 
Gurt une g hon. AMicasd K i zeil gd 
| INC ones» Memory, that the Death of 
Ring-tfafv/v Pam gov Ate 0 bloody. War between, 
the Houſes mw Fan Baur lun z. but how: this chme abont, 
and vlhat wert the! Meaſures taken! by che different Pirties 
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underſtood, and yer there is nothing that deſervey tobe 


ſatis fiad with the Gonduct of King Augnſing-i in. the later 
of his Reign, becauſe he ſuſpe 
he had fome Engagements with the Courts of Frarce and Ba- 
: not very. favourable; to the Pragmatlek Sanction g for 
kev \Realon': thei Imperial Intereſt was employ'd in Poland 
rather. ta traverſe than Derr the. King: > Few has: nts 
the uccbſſton.· 34 « 

But when bis Pol ih Majeſty Was dead, and the ines 
| Fins found his Son the preſent King-very;traftable: with: Re- 


gave a e Turn to the Coumſtls of the Court of Fass and 
engaged them to fayour that Meaſure which theyrtad, hitherto 
; Impeded. 
8 H 2 On 


need: | -The King ealled 


. Beginning of chat Affair to the End, is not ſu gene- 


better known: than the Myſtery f this“ whole , 29 N 5 
Theslate Emperor, 'Gharles the VIth; was very far from b * 


no without Grounds, that 


ſpect to its favourite Point, the Pragmatick Sanchon this 
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5 out again by the Ryfſian Army commanded by. Count Mabiichy 
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on the other Hand, France from firſt to laſt openly ſup- 
ported the Intereſt of King Staniſſaus, uhoſo Hiſtory, from 
the Lime of his being driven put of Poland, is, in few Words 
this. His generous. Friend the King. of Sweden aſſigned hin 
his paternal Inheritance the little Duchy of Deum Ponts fot 
his. Subfiſtence,” which he held fo long as that Prince lived, 
but upon his Demiſe the next Hein too hoſſeſion, and N. 
Jtaniſuaur was forced to retire to gra Ü⁰, Where he, tived. 
on che Hotmty as well as under the Protection of his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, who in the Tear 1725 married the Princeſs 
Anm bis Daughter; which conſequently intereſted Huna e 
treamiy in hid Favours lis great Alliances, his many Vit. 
tres} and His being fræer from Vices than almoſt any tine 
of his Time, had preſerved him many Friends in Poland; ſo 
that it. vas no difficult Matter for the Marqueſs D Mami; the 
French Ambaſſador in that Kingdom at the Death of King Au- 
Sufus, in Conjunction with the Primate, to form a yreat' Fac. 
tion in his Favour, more eſpecially as they were both Men of 
cat Abilities, +, en . 01). n 1514 10 bog 
But the Electoral Prince of Saxony being ſup} by the 
Gaurts of Vienna and Petenſburgb, à double Election enſued; 
Kidg Staniſſur, who paſſed into that Con e 
aſtertthe Throne became vacant, went 2 4 
was) received and treated as King, but was very ſoon driven 


and obliged to retire to Dantzich, in which he ſuſtained u loogy 
Siege, ran great Hazards, ſuffered many Hardſhips, aud at Jail; 
witll infinite Difficulty made his Eſcape: to Kong ſber gn her 
be was protected by the late King af Priſſa . Þ Io vhot 
In the mean Time the Crowns of Frame and Spam broke- 
with the Emperor, upon Pretence of this Diſpute, and of li 
having ſupported King Aogu/zs III. and proſecuted that Wau 
with: great Vigour in Germany and ah until at laſt having 
carried their Point, and forced the Emperor to a Nebeeg a 
the Care that was taken of King Staniſſaus was, that he. ſhould 
enjoy the Title of King of Poland and the Duchy of Lui 
for Life, and on the other Hand France and Spaim ack no.. 
ledged King Augitſites. HI 03 buen ge . 910! bur p 24 
It Was very clear from their whole Management of this 
Affair, that the Court of Varſailles was never in earneſt in 
the Suppbrt of Stamiſſaus's Title to this Crown; but made Uſe 
of it only as a Colour, firſt of engaging in a War againſt the 
Houſe of Auſtria, and next for obtaining an immediate Poſ-. 
ſeſhen of Lorrain:under bis Name, which-otherwiſeithey-could * 
never have gained. After this Peace was thus — -- 
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- broke our @ War between. the late . allied by the 
1 late Canina, againſt the Turks, in which, notwithſtandin 

Tt Share! thoſe) wo Powers had in raiſing kim to the Throne 
bt King Aug too n Part: and indeed the miferable-Gondi« 
4, tion bis Kingdom was in from nee but ſevere Gi War, 
| might very reaſonably excuſe it. at Wis ve Notu 106 
bf He — — in ie peaceable Poſſcſhoniof 
Ns his Dominions, and the Poles — had nothing to diſturb them 
fs but Broils and Diſputes among their great 'Pamllies; from 
"= which. they never were nor Are e e be fred} 
ifs! ſince from — — of Liberty, they look upon the 
ev" unbounded Power of their Nobility as: — moſt valuable Part 
10 off their Gonſtitution and thereby fuffer themſelves! to b 
ne 1 tlie Sound: of Freedom out of the Ting itſeif. 
- tis III. King of Poland, Elector of 'Saxomy;). 
e- was 2 ected tothe finſt af theſe Dignities S ember 233] 17335 
of in the l ſorty · ſeventh Year of his Age. He had lang before 
91s eſpouſed his prefent Queen Maria-Foſepha of the Houſe of 
be Auſtrin; er to:the late Emperor Zo/eph;” which attaulit 
de the Gourt ſb cloſely to bis Intereſts, as to makes 
1 great Conceſſions::ia" the beforementioned Treaty in fg 
15 for the dake of procuring his Election to be acknowledged ib 
en thoſe who had ſured: it; Fet on the breaking out of the 
ch laſt Waf on the Scbre of the late Emperox's Succeſſionz he 
was db far from taking Uſe of the Diſpoſition of the Pl to 
15 aſi the-Queem df Ayngery;:that he entered into the views of 
1 the Houſe: of Bavaria, AF." as Elector of Sava, marched a 
hot Body of Troops into Bohemia, in Conjunction with the French 
e and Pu ad Auriliaries of the Emperor Chart VI el But 
hit after the Treaty of Hreſun; he went over again to the Lftrum 


Intereſt, and by an Alliance coneluded at Varſat, undertobk > 


ng to ſendia Body of Forces into Bohemia for the forjer of the 
all” Qieem of Hlungary. am 52 11 bort 
uld He likewiſe: .cndeayouted: to A the: Republic into aan 
an Augmentation of its Troops, to give Weipht to the ſame 
W Cauſe; but by an unforeſeen Accident the Diet fell into grdat 


anne 
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Conſuſion, and roſe without coming to any Reſolution * 555 


bis King of Prin: (who bas always had both good Intelligenet 
inn and great Influence in Poland) not ſatisfied with defeating; his 
Je / Views in that Country, attacked Him in his Hered Domi- 
the nions in the falle wing Winter, made himſelf Maſter o of Dreſden, '- 

of. end; foreod him to a Peace on his own Terms, ſince + +. fb 
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Time the Diet ban ſit is fix Weeks, arid if Buſineſs; cannot- 
be done in that Time, it is left undone, let the Conſequence: 
be what. it will as in 1649, when the Jak; and Cefa ; had 
almoſt over-run the whole Kingdom. efore 100 — 
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though. ſeveral Provinces have been cut off from them by pow- N 
erful Neighbours, and that his Subjects are a very brave and 
22 eople. His Revenue is very conſide able, ariſing 
from Cuſtoms, the Tribute paid hy the Fews and Tartars, th 


Revenue drawn from the Salt Mines, and from the Crowri | 
Lands ; which with various ether Branches, make up all toge- 


Annum. He beſtows all Fanployments, Offices, and Prefer- 
ments that are in any Country in the Power of the Crown, 
Eecleſaltical, Civil, or Military; but he can reſume none; ſo 
that though he may do much by Hope, yet he has none of 
that Influence which ariſes. from Fear; for thoſe who are pre- 
ferred by him, very often deſert him: And what may be 
thought very ſtrange in ſome” Countries, is very frequent ii 
Poland ; the ſhorteſt Road to Preferment, is that of Oppoll- 
tion, which is attended with many Inconveniencies, and is the 
rincipal Cauſe that the Crown and the Nation both are ſunk 
4 — as at preſent; when, if it were not for the Noiſe of 
their domeſtick Diſtractions, the reſt of Europe would ſearct 
know any thing of them, or what they are doing. 
be King ſwears to protect four Religions, uz. the Remi, 
the Prote/tant, the Greek, and that of the Jeu, for which 
the latter pay about twelve thouſand Pounds a'Year. In the 
great Duchy of Lithuania there are many Thouſands of Tur- 


tears, who are allowed the Exerciſe of the Mahometan Religion; 
and. on the Frontiers there are ſtill ſome Pagant. As to the 

Allitary Affairs of the Country, there are two ſtanding Armies Wl 
kept in conſtant Pay, under the Command of two Generals, 
Allinguilhed under the Titles of Great and Little. The firſt, 
which is the Crown Army of Poland, conſiſts of 36, ooo Men, 
and that of Lithuania of 12, oo; but they are very indiffe- 
rently paid, and worſe diſciplined-; ſo that they ſeldom make 


* +4 


any, great Figure, which is chieffy owing to the Badneſs of 


= 


n Pay, and heretofore they had their Caſſacli, 
pho, though they might not be as good Troops as any in 
Europe, though they are. ſo ſtiled by many Authors, were moſt 
certainly better than any that could be e them; 
but moſt of theſe have now put themſelves under the Pro- 
tektion of Ruffin, which is a great and indeed an irreparable 
1 to the « . ROVER? nr 

Ibe Reader, after peruſing this Account, will very proba- 
bly wonder how under ſuch a Conſtitution the Wheef of Go- 
vernment can be kept at all in Motion, or how it is le 
that Men of Senſe and publick Spirit can be fo ſtis 25 
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fond of 4 Conſlitutibn, produce af co many dilaſious Con- 
fequences' ; e wilt therefore\endeavour-to give — waves * 
ef both. Aste the firſt, W hen che King finds he ean do no- 
thing: ig che Diet for the public Service,; he has Recoutſe to 
ee Jenutus Confilium; which eee ener, 
15 18 85 hat wye had formerly bere in England, undet 
leof the Greer Commilef "the Hunt 3 yet the Ads of 
this Aſſembly art bur of | doubrfutiAuthority in Poland ;. bow: 
eyer they are better than none, and have often done great Serr 
vice t6 the Ste On the other Haudz if the Nobln; Wa 
themſolves . t any tine oppreſs d or grieved, th ey om ht 
geek whicty are ſo far-legal; that I, ont 
find in their ſuch as hays taketr Steps of this Nature, 
ee 4 Rebels“ As to e WO: 
ti Nd Nobflity are fond of their Conftitutiong; fiſt, ben 5 
ciltſe? tiprefebves" their Power; which though they are not 
2 teflth Part ef "the Tihabitants of '"Pblang, — 
to calk L „ #hat-theie particular and exorbitant 3 
{for publick Blefhngs. In the next Place, e 
this Form of Government, becauſe every Gentleman of 
” kriows "that" there is Poſſibility: of his/Poſterities | 
che Oroww'; and laſtly, they are attached to this 
e Robe bebzuſt every Election brings half . Million 
Sterling ante Code 2 and a great Part of that dum int 
their Pockets. But then, Inſtead of avowing: theſe Prinai- 
ples, they are \pleafed-"to alledge, that their Conſtitution”! 
Fes poternby Law y' ſecures the Nobility in hk 
Enjoyment of their ts; defends hem from the Inconve- 
niencies that attend a Minority, and keeps them from being 
Neben Nuke Tee ind ome of the.reſt of their 
Ur Seay 0; | SIND 
The rel of Poland wir reſpact * 
lies in à ry matrow / Compass, ſince as Things ſtand at pre- 
ſent, they ſwem to be in uo great Danger of being — 2 
in 4 War wth any of their eſphbours: The Power of the 
*. nt miglit julti) alarm them, if his: Pohſ Majeſty was 
ſo cloſely iſtic with the Czarina. The Turi were very 
forchitlable to them heretofore, and ſo were the Tartart, but 
their Alliances With the” German and: Rufion' Empires ſecure . 
them from all Apprehenſions now. They were antiently very 
Jealous of the Houſe of Auſtria, as apprehending'the was de- 
ſiroud of obtaining their Kin I Manner ſhe had 
done thoſe of Bobemia and Hungary; and this it was that 
made them incline to the Frenth, who have ſpent large ums 


of Me to keep up a 3 in tat Country, and-pertaps = ** 
their 
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their Piſtoles find a Way thither ſtill. The King of Pruſſia 
is a Prince with whom the Poles ought to live upon good 


Terms; as we ſhall ſhew hereafter, there are many Reaſons *' 


to induce that Monarch to live upon good Terms with them, 


With the Swedes they have now very little to do, the Ruſſians | 


having taken from them the Provinces they conquered from 
the Poles ; ſo that unleſs the Face of Affairs ſhould change 


in the North, Poland is like to continue quiet enough, till 


her Throne becomes once more vacant. 
We might conclude from hence, the Tranquillity of Pe- 
land ought to be greater than ever, as it is undoubtedly more 


ſecure from the Views of ambitious Neighbours. We might i 


likewiſe conceive that in a Time of ſo much Serenity and 
Safety, the true Patriots in this Country would examine into 
the Defects, and apply proper Remedies for reſtoring the Vi- 
gour of their Government; and we might be farther temp- 
ted to hope they would carefully uſe their utmoſt Precautions 
to prevent the Revival of publick Diſturbances amongſt them, 
before they are inevitably brought on them by a new Vacan- 
ZW omen | 

In Juſtice however to Truth, it muſt be confeſſed that 
their preſent Situation is as remote from this as it can be 
well imagined ; their Diviſions are far from being healed, the 
Condition of publick Affairs is as bad or worſe than ever; 
all this is repreſented to the States, and to the whole World 
avithe meeting of every Diet, where proper Remedies are 
ſuggeſted, methodized, and reaſoned upon with great Force 
and Spirit, yet in the End there is nothing concluded, 
but all things are ſuffered to run from bad to worſe; ſo 
that in reality, no Nation was ever in a more hapleſs, help- 
leſs, or hopeleſs Condition. In this Situation of Things, the 
preſent King ſeems to have acted with all the Temper and 
Moderation poſſible, - ſo that the Poles are obliged to take the 
Weight of their Misfortunes upon themſelves, and cannot ſo 
much as find a Colour of imputing it-to their Prince, or his 
Miniſters. It is however thought that his Majeſty has ſome 
Views, as we have before hinted, for engaging the Nobility 
to elect his ſecond Son Prince Aavier, a Scheme in itſelf very 
rational, and which ſcems to promiſe as great Advantages to 
the Nation as to the Royal Family; for that Prince would be 
then entirely ſettled in Poland, and could have no other Views 
than for the Welfare and Glory of that Kingdom, It is how- 
ever very poſſible that this Deſign may be traverſed by that 


foreign Influence, which for many Years paſt has divided, 
hee 54 | _ difſtrate 
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diſtracted, and deſtroyed the Force, the Credit, and Happi- 
neſs of the Poliſb Nation. | 

In order to enter into the Reaſon of this, we muſt call to 
mind the Principles laid down at the Beginning of this Secti- 
on, and remember that if the real Intereſt of Poland was to 
be purſued, it is ſtill capable of becoming one of the greateſt 
and moſt conſiderable Powers in the North ; which however 
if ſome of its potent Neighbours can prevent, it never will 
be. The Hints thrown out by the French Emiſſaries as to 
the Inſults that have been offered to this Nation, and the con- 
temptuous Manner in which they have been treated, from 
the miſerable Circumſtances into which they have brought 
themſelves, tho* proceeding, as the Intrigues of theſe Sort 
of People ever proceed, from very bad Motives, are not how- 
ever altogether void of Truth. To ſpeak freely and honeſtly 
upon this Subject, the Language of falſe Patriots is not always 
to be diſregarded, for the very worſt of Men by being obliged 
to diſſemble their bad Intentions, very frequently ſpeak 
Things that might become the beſt ; and it is Prudence to di- 
ſinguiſh between wholeſome Suggeſtions, which are a kind 
of gilded Covers, and the Poiſons they are meant to convey. 

In ſhort, if there be any latent Remains of. Virtue, Prin- 
ciple, or publick Spirit among the Poles, and if there be till 
amongſt them any great Men ofable Heads and warm Hearts, 


Ale , : . . 
Fat Affairs, to excite” a general Concern in the Nation to pro- 
ded, vide at leaſt for the Safety and Security of themſelves, if not 
„ or the Recovery of that Power and Glory which once diſ- 
help tinguiſhed their Anceſtors, They may be prompted to ſuſ- 
the end at leaſt in one extraordinary Diet, the Tribunitian 
ad Power of the Pero, and thereby put it out of the Capacity of 
e the any ſingle perfidious, ambitious, or ſplenetick Nuncio to diſ- 


urb and counter- act the rational and laudable Deſigns of 

en, who have the Good of their Country at Heart. They 
may by this Means recover the Exiſtence of a real active and 
vell· intentioned Government, which would reſtore their In- 


mo dependency, and remove the Misfortune and Reproach of be- 
res to s influenced in their moſt important Concerns by the In- 
1 be rigues of their Neighbours, whoſe Intereſt it is, or at leaſt 


ho take it to be their Intereſt, to keep them in a State of 


* eebleneſs and Inactivity. 
28 But all this is in the Womb of Time, we muſt patiently 
Jed, ait to ſee what ſhe will bring forth; poſſibly the convulſive 


otions that are at preſent felt in the North may be attended 
ith good Effects, and _——_ few ſharp Pangs, Poland may 
3 | be 


they may poſſibly take Advantage from this diſmal Poſture of 
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be delivered of a new and ſtable Government. It is alſo poſ- 
ſible that her Strength may be already ſo weakened and ex- 
| hauſted as not to endure this, and that the People may ra- 

ther incline to fall back into the ſame drowſy State, in which 
they have continued uſeleſs to themſelves, and contemptible 
to the reſt of the World, We muſt acknowledge that there 
is much of Obſcurity, and little of Certainty in theſe Ob- 
ſervations ; but this arifes from the Subject, and it is better 
to ſhew the Reader how little can be ſaid upon it with Con- 
fidence, than to miſlead him, by a bold Pretence to Lights 
we neither have nor can have. For who can penetrate the 
Secrets of a State that has no Secrets? Who can diſtinguiſh 
the Views of a Nation that are really without Views ? Or 
who can pretend to ſay what will be the future State of a 
People, who as to that ſeem to be abfolutely careleſs them- 
felves ? The preſent Policy of Poland, like 'the World of 
Epicurus, is directed by Accident and Chance; ſo that Time 
only can ſhew us what theſe will produce. 3 


— 


Ar. VI 


A ſuccinf# Account of the Modern Hiſtory, Political 
\ Intereſts, and real Views of the Crown of PRus- 
SIA. 


T HIS, though one of the lateſt, is very far from being 
the leaſt conſiderable Kingdom in £00 ſeems to be 


every Day riſing in Power, in Extent, and. in Reputation, 
and will probably riſe as high in the next Age as Sweden did in 
the laſt ; which are the Reaſons that we judged it neceſlary 
to treat of it, and of its Concerns, independent of thoſe of the 
Empire; in as much as we have already ſeen the Kings of 
Praſſia conſidered of late as one of the greateſt Powers of 
the North : And there is the higheſt Probability, that they 
will hereafter become more conſpicuous in that Character, 
and take a much larger Share in the general Syſtem of Affain 
in Europe, than they have hitherto done. We ſhall not pre- 
tend to aſcend higher in the Hiſtory of the Houſe of Bran. 
denburgh, than the Beginning of the laſt Century ; but ſhall 
content ourſelves with obſerving, that no Houſe in Germay 
has produced more great Princes, or Princes of greater Meri 


than this. Some have been diſtinguiſhed by their Valour and 
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Military Skill, that frequently placed them at the Head of 
the Empire, which, beſides contributing to their own Glory, 
added likewiſe to the Extent of their Dominions, and to the 
Happineſs of their Subjects. Some again have been no leſs 
diſtinguiſhed for their conſummate Kiwowledge in Politicks, 
for their making the beſt Uſe of their Abilities in that reſpect, 
towards promoting the Peace and Welfare of Germany, as 
well as increaſing and adding to their own Territories, by the 
dexterous Management of their Aﬀairs in the moſt critical 


Jb- 


= Conjunctures. Others of them have been celebrated for their 
phts great Learning, extenſive Science, and admirable Eloquence 
"the all which remarkable Qualities they applied for the Benefit of 
iſh their Subjects, and for the Improvement of their Territories. 
'Or As Proofs of this, we need only obſerve that Albert of 
＋ Brandenburgh, who flouriſhed in the fifteenth Century, was 


ſtiled by the Pope the Achilles of Germany, but the Germans 
themſelves called him their LM. His Succeſſor Jahn had 
the Title of the German Cicero; and George the Firſt, Elec- 
tor of Brandenburgh, in the Middle of the ſixteenth Century, 
was ſo renowned for his Probity, that the Dukes of Meck- 
lenburgh, and Anhalt, and the Elector of Saxony, appointed 
him by their Wills Tutor to their Children, which Truſt he 
executed with the higheſt Juſtice ; ſo that it may without Flat- 
tery be ſaid, that the preſent Greatneſs of this illuſtrious Houſe 
is not the Work of Chance, or the Effect of any remarkable 
Flow of good Fortune; but of the Valour, Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
Prudence, and Piety of a long Succeſſion of able Princes. 
John Sigiſmund, EleQor of Brandenburgh, embraced the 
reformed Religion, and introduced it into his Territories, Af- 
ter the Extinction of the ancient Family of the Dukes of 


Las 


eing Cleves, he, in Conjunction with the Elector Palatine, made 
o be himſelf Maſter of that Succeſſion, notwithſtanding the Expec- 
aon, tative that had been granted the Duke of Sareny, and by this 
id in Means added a very conſiderable Country to his Dominions. 
lar His Right to which was thus founded: He had married the 
the Princeſs Anne, eldeſt Daughter to Albert Frederick of Pruſ- 
s of ia, and Mary Eleanor, eldeſt Siſter of the laſt Duke of Cleves. 


Upon the Death of his Father-in-law, he took Poſſeſſion of 


they the Duchy of Pruſſia, of which he obtained the Inveſtiture 
Aer, from the King of Poland, notwithſtanding the warm Oppo- 
ain ſition made thereto by the Grandees of Poland; and died in 
pre- full Poſſeſſion of theſe Dominions in the twelfth Year of his 
* Reign, and the forty-ſeventh of his Age, 4. D. 1619. 


He was ſucceeded by his Son George William, who en- 
tered into the Poſſeſſion of the Electorate in a very difficult 
I 3 ConjunQure, 


co = 
ConjunAure, when the Troubles of Bohemia had ſpread the 
Flames of War through the Empire, and threatened the 
Safety of his Dominions, which however he protected by his 
great Wiſdom and Moderation. He was a very zealous Pro- 
'teſtant, and laboured earneſtly to have united the Lutherans 
and · Calviniſts ; in order to which, he cauſed a general Aſ- 
ſembly to be held at Leipſicbh, which, through the Peeviſhneſ; 
and private Views of Churchmen, came to nothing. Upon 
the March of Gu/tavus Adolphus into Germany, his Domi- 
nions ſuffered greatly, and he was obliged to put the Fortreſs 
of Spandau into the Hands of that Monarch, as we have 
elſewhere ſhewn, in order to obtain his Aſſiſtance for the Re- 
lief of Magdebourg, then beſieged by the Imperialiſis, who 
notwithſtanding made themſelves Maſters of it, and with un- 
exampled Severity cruelly deſtroyed that City. 

Count Tilly who commanded them, falling afterwards into 
Saxony, our Elector joined his Troops to the Saxons, and had 
his Share in the famous Victory of Leipſick. But after the 
Death of Gu/avus King of Sweden, when the Elector of 
Saxony thought fit to make Peace with the Emperor, by the 
Treaty of Prague, the Elector of Brandenburgh took Care to 
be included therein, which freed him from a very expenſive 

and burthenſome War, and left him Leiſure to look after his 
own Affairs, and to provide for the Peace and Welfare of 
his Subjects, which he had always'much more at Heart than 
making Conqueſts. In 1637 the Family of the Dukes of 

Pomerania extinguiſhing in Bog iſſaus XIV. that Country 
ought to have deſcended to the Elector, by virtue of a Trea- 
ty made for that Purpoſe with the Family lately extin& ; but 
however, the Swedes ſeized and kept it by Force, to which 
the Elector was o liged to ſubmit 3 and the Senſe of this and 
the other Misfortunes of Germany, contributed to ſhorten his 
Days; ſo that deceaſing in 1640, he left his Dominions to 
his Son. 

Frederick William, Elector of Brandenburgh, the ſecond of 
that Name, was one of the greateſt and moſt diſtinguiſhed 
Princes of his Time, both for Wiſdom and Courage ; which 
were always properly employed for his own Security, and the 

Benefit of his People. He entered upon the Government 
when the Affairs of Germany and bis own were in a very 
difficult and embarraſs'd Situation, and therefore he pro- 
vided for the Eaſe of his Subjects, by a Treaty of Neutra- 

lity with the Swedes, who by the Peace of Munſter were oblig: 

ed to evacuate Pomerania immediately, and the Marquiſate of 

PÞPrandenburgh, but the Swediſh Deputies delayed it till 16533 
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nor could it then be procured, but by the Elector's quitting 
that which is now called the Stoediſb Pomerania, and ſeveral 
Bailiwicks, with the Ifle of Rugen, to the Swedes, for which 
he had, but much ſhort of an Equivalent, the Archbiſhoprick 
of Magdebourg, the Biſhopricks of Halberflat and Camin, 
and the Principality of Minden, with their Dependencies. 
He offered two Millions of Crowns, and all thoſe Dominions, 
for that Part of Pomerania he was _ to yield, but in 
vain, He ftrenuouſly maintained the Prerogatives of the 
Electors, as to the Ceremonial of the Diet of Frankfort, and 
was very zealous in ſupporting the Intereſt of Religion, and 
particularly of the Calvini/ts, In 1656, he was obliged for 
the Preſervation of Pruſſia to join with the Swedes againſt the 
Poles ; but the King of Denmark having declared War againſt 
Charles Guſtavus of Sweden, he was forced to leave Poland to 
defend his own Country; ſo that the Burden of that. War 
falling upon the Elector, he compromiſed Things by a Trea- 
ty with the Poles, by which they releaſed him from the Ho- 
mage due to their Crown from Pruſſia, and quitted to him 


the Fiefs of Lawenberg, Botow, and the Town of Elbing, 


on Condition that he ſhould reſtore the latter on their paying 
him four hundred thouſand Crowns, 

After the Death of Ferdinand III. in 1657 the French were 
for advancing the Elector of Bavaria to the 8 Throne; 
but the Elector of Brandenburgh adhering to the Houſe of 
Auſtria, the late Emperor Leopold was choſen, though the 


Elector of Bavaria had beforehand gained three Votes. He 


afterwards took part with the Poles, but not being ſeconded 
by the Dutch, as he expected, a Treaty was concluded at 
Oliva in 1660. Aſter this he applied himſelf to the Affairs 
of Peace, to reconcile himſelf to the Princes at variance with 
him; and makitg un Alliance with France and England for 
his own Security. Mhe French King having ſeized the Prin- 
cipality of ge the Elector being Tutor to the young 
Prince, ſent an Embaſſy to demand its Reſtoration. 

In 1666, he made a definitive Treaty with the Prince of 
Neuburg, about the Succeſſion of Fuliers and Cleves ; and af- 
terwards got the latter perpetually ſecured to his own Fa- 
mily. He affiſted the Emperor againſt the Turks, made Peace 
by his Mediation between the Dukes of Lunenburg, who 
had fallen out amongſt themſelves, and likewiſe between the 
Engliſh, the Dutch, and the Biſhop of Munſter, In 1672, 
the French having declared War againſt the Dutch, he ſent 
Aſſiſtance to the latter, and his Troops joined thoſe of the 
Emperor under General * who diſapproving of 
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the Elector's Meaſures, they did little more during this Cam- 
paign than make a bare Diverſion. FG = 
The Elector finding that he was in great Danger of lo- 
ſing part of his own Dominions, by a War in which he had 
engaged purely for the Sake of his Neighbours; reſolved in 
1673, to make a Treaty with France upon the beſt Terms 
he could, which he 'accordingly did at Voſſen, upon Condi- 
tion that the French ſhould reſtore to him all that had been 
taken from him in the ſeveral Countries of Cleves, Marth, 
and Ravenſberg, excepting only the Towns of Weſel and 
Rees, in which the King ſhould be permitted to keep a Gar- 
riſon till the Concluſion of a Peace, when they were to be 
reſtored to the Elector; and his Majeſty farther agreed to pay 
him cight hundred thouſand Livres for the Expences of the 
War, As advantageous as this Treaty was to the EleQor, 
and notwithſtanding the French yielded up: to him the Places 
before mentioned, ſooner than they need have done, yet 
obſerving their pernicious Deſigns, and that they were reſol- 
ved to oppreſs the Dutch, he the very next Year renewed 
his Alliance with the States againſt France, and marched into 
Alſace with twenty thouſand Men ; but the Imperial Gene- 
neral Bournonville thwarting his Meaſures, little was done 
that Campaign. 
In the mean time the Stoedes, at the Sollicitation of France, 
invaded Pomerania and the Marquiſate. Upon which the 
Elector returned from Alſace againſt the Swedes, over whom 
he gained a compleat Victory at Feght-Berlin, and took from 
them the Iſle of Molen, Wolga, and Anclam, one of the 
ſtrongeſt Forts of Pomerania. He alſo took Stetin, after a 
famous Siege, which laſted many Months. In 1678, he made 
himſelf Maſter of the Iſle of Ruger, took Stralſund, and 
Gripſwald, and drove the Swedes entirely ont of all Pomera- 
nia. They, to divert him, invaded Pruſſia ;. hut the Elector, 
in the middle of the Winter, paſſed the qq. of Courland, 
which falls into the Baltic&, with his Army and Artillery up- 
on the Ice, where it was three Miles broad, ſurprized and 
defeated them; ſo that of ſixteen thouſand ſcarce five thou- 
ſand eſcaped. After the War of 1672, he was left out of 
the Treaty of Nimeguen, and Peace being concluded among 
the other Princes, and the French joining with the Swedes, 
he was obliged by the Treaty of St. Germains, to quit all his 
Conqueſts to them ; for which the French King by a ſecret 
Article paid him three hundred thouſand Crowns towards the 
Charges gf the War, which, though all he could obtain, was 
a very poor Satis faction. x ' 
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In 1680, this great Prince took ſuch a Step as was entirely 
worthy of his Character. The Court of Spain was largely 
in his Debt for the Succours furniſhed in the laſt War, by 
which, in all Probability, ſhe ſaved her Low Countries ; but 
no Perſuaſions, no Applications, no Letters from the Elec- 
tor, no Memorials from his Miniſters had any Weight, ei- 
ther becauſe the Court of Spain was very negligent in her Ad- 
miniſtration, or that her Treaſures were abſolutely exhauſted. 
At laſt, when his Catholick Majeſty's Miniſters could find 
nothing to ſay that looked like an Anſwer, they had Recourſe 
to an Artifice, not to be excuſed or juſtified ; they promiſed 
the Elector's Miniſters Payment, and gave them Bills upon 
Merchants in the Low Countries, which in conſequence of 
their Colluſion were proteſted, This left no Room to hope 
for any future Redreſs; the Elector therefore ſaw himſelf 
reduced to the Neeeſſity either to fit down with the Loſs, or 
to take ſome hitherto unthought-of Method for Redreſs ; he 
choſe the latter; and having Information of a very rich Ship 
that was expected in one of the Spaniſh Ports of Flanders, 
he fitted out eight Privateers to ſeize her, and the Deſign 
was conducted with ſuch Diligence and Secrecy, that the 
firſt News the Spani/h Court had of his Project, brought that 
of its Exccution. 

At firſt the Spaniſh Miniſtry took up the Matter very 
warmly, and would hear of nothing but Reſtitution of the 
| Veſlel, and Satisfaction for the Affront; yet after ſome Time, 
when they ſaw the Electot was determined, and that the 
Forces of Spain could make no Impreſſion on any of that 
Prince's Territories, they were content to liſten to his Excuſes, 
which without doubt the Elector was willing enough to 
make, for putting a Million eight hundred thouſand Ducats 
into his Pocket. The ſame Year Auguſtus of Saxony, Admi- 
niſtrator of Magdebourg, deceaſed, upon which the Elector 
added that Country to his Dominions as a ſecularized Duchy, 
agreeable to the Treaty of Ye/{phalia. 

He was on the Point alſo of annexing the Principality of 
Querfurt as a Fief of that Duchy, which conſiſted of four 
Bailiwicks ; but this was conteſted with him; and in the 
Year 1687 he compromiſed the Matter by accepting of the 
Bailiwick of Bruck as a full Satisfaction for his Pretenſions 
upon all four. In the ſuceseding Year, he came to an ami- 
cable Concluſion with the Emperor, in relation to a Diſpute 
that had long ſubſiſted, concerning the Principality of Ja- 
gerndorf, which the Emperor had re-united to the Kingdom, 
of Bohemia, notwithſtanding the Claim always made to it by 

our 
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the Elector's Meaſures, they did little more during this Cam- 
paign than make a bare Diverſion. yy 

The Elector finding that he was in great Danger of lo- 
ſing part of his own Dominions, by a War in which he had 
engaged purely for the Sake of his Neighbours ; reſolved in 
1673, to make a Treaty with France upon the beſt Terms 
he could, which he 'accordingly did at Voſſen, upon Condi- 
tion that the French ſhould reſtore to him all that had been 
taken from him in the ſeveral Countries of Cleves, March, 
and Ravenſberg, excepting only the Towns of Weſel and 
Rees, in which the King ſhould be permitted to keep a Gar- 
riſon till the Concluſion of a Peace, when they were to be 
reſtored to the Elector; and his Majeſty farther agreed to pay 
him cight hundred thouſand Livres for the Expences of the 
War. As advantageous as this Treaty was to the Elector, 
and notwithſtanding the French yielded up: to him the Places 
before mentioned, ſooner than they need have done, yet 
obſerving their pernicious Deſigns, and that they were reſol- 
ved to oppreſs the Dutch, he the very next Year renewed 
his Alliance with the States againſt France, and marched into 
Alſace with twenty thouſand Men; but the Imperial Gene- 
neral Bournonville thwarting his Meaſures, little was done 
that Campaign. 

In the mean time the Swedes, at the Sollicitation of France, 
invaded Pomerania and the Marquiſate. Upon which the 
EleRor returned from Alſace againſt the Swedes, over whom 
he gained a compleat Victory at Feght- Berlin, and took from 
them the Iſle of Molen, Molgaſt, and Anclam, one of the 
ſtrongeſt Forts of Pomerania. He alſo took Stetin, after a 
famous Siege, which laſted many Months. In 1678, he made 
himſelf Maſter of the Iſle of Ruger, took Stralſund, and 
Gripſwaid, and drove the Swedes entirely ont of all Pomera- 
nia. They, to divert him, invaded Pruſſia ;. hut the Elector, 
in the middle of the Winter, paſſed theJuake of Courland, 
which falls into the Baltic, with his Army'and Artillery up- 
on the Ice, where it was three Miles broad, ſurprized and 
defeated them; ſo that of ſixteen thouſand ſcarce five thou- 
ſand eſcaped. After the War of 1672, he was left out of 
the Treaty of Nimeguen, and Peace being concluded among 
the other Princes, and the French joining with the Swedes, 
he was obliged by the Treaty of St. Germains, to quit all his 
Conqueſts to them ; for which the French King by a ſecret 
Article paid him three hundred thouſand Crowns towards the 
Charges gf the War, which, though all he could obtain, was 


a very poor Satisfaction. ' 
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In 1680, this great Prince took ſuch a Step as was entirely 
worthy of his Character. The Court of Spain was largely 
in his Debt for the Succours furniſhed in the laſt War, by 
which, in all Probability, ſhe ſaved her Low Countries ; but 
no Perſuaſions, no Applications, no Letters from the Elec- 
tor, no Memorials from his Miniſters had any Weight, ei- 
ther becauſe the Court of Spain was very negligent in her Ad- 
miniſtration, or that her Treaſures were abſolutely exhauſted. 
At laſt, when his Catholick Majeſty's Miniſters could find 
nothing to ſay that looked like an Anſwer, they had Recourſe 
to an Artifice, not to be excuſed or juſtified ; they promiſed 
the Elector's Miniſters Payment, and gave them Bills upon 
Merchants in the Low Countries, which in conſequence of 
their Colluſion were proteſted. This left no Room to hope 
for any future Redreſs ; the Elector therefore ſaw himſelf 
reduced to the Neeeflity either to fit down with the Loſs, or 
to take ſome hitherto unthought-of Method for Redreſs ; he 
choſe the latter. ; and having Information of a very rich Ship 
that was expected in one of the Spaniſb Ports of Flanders, 
he fitted out eight Privateers to ſeize her, and the Deſign 
was conducted with ſuch Diligence and Secrecy, that the 
firſt News the Spani/h Court had of his Project, brought that 
of its Execution. 

At firſt the Spaniſh Miniſtry took up the Matter very 
warmly, and would hear of nothing but Reſtitution of the 
Veſlel, and Satisfaction for the Affront; yet after ſome Time, 
when they ſaw the Electot was determined, and that the 
Forces of Spain could make no Impreſſion on any of that 
Prince's Territories, they were content to liſten to his Excuſes, 
which without doubt the Elector was willing enough to 
make, for putting a Million eight hundred thouſand Ducats 
into his Pocket. The ſame Year Auguſtus of Saxony, Admi- 
niſtrator of Magdebourg, deceaſed, upon which the Elector 
added that Country to his Dominions as a ſecularized Duchy, 
agreeable to the Treaty of Ye/iphalia. | 

He was on the Point alſo of annexing the Principality of 
Querfurt as a Fief of that Duchy, which conſiſted of four 
Bailiwicks; but this was conteſted with him; and in the 
Vear 1687 he compromiſed the Matter by accepting of the 
Bailiwick of Bruck as a full Satisfaction for his Pretenſions 
upon all four. In the ſuceseding Vear, he came to an ami- 
cable Concluſion with the Emperor, in relation to a Diſpute 
that had long ſubſiſted, concerning the Principality of Ja- 
gerndorf, which the Emperor had re- united to the Kingdom 
of Bohemia, notwithſtanding the Claim always made to it by 
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eur Elector; in Compenſation for which he had the Ter- 
ritory of Schueibuſen, or the Northern Part of Sileſia, yielded 
up to him, which the Emperor afterwards found Means to 
obtain back from his Son and Succeſſor, as we ſhall hereafter 
at large explain. | 
© This excellent Princeſhewed himſelf as compleatly qualified 
for Goyernment as any of his Rank in that Age, and this 
from his firſt taking the Reins of the Adminiſtration into his 
Hands, till they were taken from him by, Death. His Per- 
fonal Courage appeared in feveral Actions in which he was 
preſent ; his Steddineſs in the Siege of Stetin, one of the 
moſt memorable that ever happened in Europe, and of which 

articular Accounts have been publiſhed in almoſt all 
| ama ; his glorious Zeal for Liberty, in generouſly aſſil- 
ting the Dutch in 1672. | 
He gave alſo many, and thoſe very ſignal Inſtances of his 
Abilities as a Stateſman, in chuſing the faireſt Opportunities 
for aſſerting his Rights, and in being content to wave them 
when he found that it would be difficult or dangerous to main- 
tain them, He arrived at much preater Authority than his 
Predeceſſors, and enjoyed it without ſeeming to aſpire to it; 
and this by ſtudying the Good of his Subjects to ſuch a De- 
gree, that they looked upon his Acquiſition of Power as an 
Advantage ariſing to themſelves, and indeed it proved ſo ; for 
not content with giving Audience to all who defired it, and 
doing Juſtice upon the Spot after hearing both Parties, he ſet 
apart certain Hours for reading Letters from every Place in 
his Dominions, ſo that the meaneſt of his Subjects might 
depend upon his Notice; and the greateſt of his Minifters 
were not ſecure, if they behaved ill, from being both de- 
tected and puniſhed. 

He was very kind to the French Proteſtants, and not only 
permitted, but invited them to ſettle in his Dominions ; he 
beſtowed on their Gentry Commands in his Army, or Poſts in 
his Court ; he provided for the poorer Sort either as Mecha- 
nicks in great Towns, or as Peafants in Pruſſia ; to the For: 
mer he gave Houſes, and to the Latter Lands. He did this 
with ſo good a Will, that when one of his Miniſters inſinu- 
ated that theſe Liberalities might produce Inconveniencies, his 
Anfwer was, that he would ſell his Plate to feed them. 
ſaid upon another Occaſion, he now underſtood how both 
Parties might gain by the ſame Bargain, for that his Lands 
in Pruſſia were formerly worth nothing to him, but that by 
giving them to the poor Proteftants, both he and they had 
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acquired good Eſtates, and were under mutual Obligations to 

ch other. 
"He built a new Town at Berlin, and by uniting five Bo- 
roughs compoſed a fine City, which he embelliſhed with pub- 
lick Buildings, and ſtrengthened by regular Fortifications, 
He put his Dominions into better Order than they had ever 
been in the Days of his Predeceſſors, by eſtabliſhing new Re- 
gulations where they were neceſlary, and aboliſhing old Cuſ- 
toms where Experience ſhewed they were pernicious, He 
gave up to his Subjects a Land-Tax, that was an heavy Bur- 
then on their Eſtates, for an Exciſe, which was a more equal, 
tho” perhaps as great an Impoſition. In order to improve 
Trade, he built a noble Fortreſs on the Coaſt of Guinea; 
and at Home he cut a Paſſage or Canal between the Spee and 
the Oder, for the Conveniency of the Merchants of Sileſſa 
trading to Hamburg, or into his own Dominions. 

In a Word, he was not ſo careful of one Thing as to ne- 
glect another; or ſo much ſet upon diſtinguiſhing himſelf in a 
ſingle Point of Character, as to flight the reſt, but knew 
what became a great Prince, and practiſed it in every Reſpect. 
His Juſtice and Beneficence rendered him beloved by his Sub- 
jects; the Splendor of his Court drew the Reſpect of Stran- 
gers; and his keeping on foot a great Body of well-diſciplin- 
ed Troops made him conſiderable in the Eyes of his Neigh- 
bours. His Religion was warm and ſincere, but had nothin 
in it of Bigotry : And after a Reign of forty-eight Years, 
and when he had lived ſixty- eight, he died with 2 high a Rey 
putation as the moſt ambitious Prince could deſire, regretted 
by his Allies, and lamented by his Subjects. 

This Elector was twice married; firſt to Louiſa Henrietta, 
Daughter to Henry Frederick, Prince of Orange, by whom 
he claimed a Right to that Succeſſion ; his ſecond Princeſs 
was Dorothy Daughter of Philip Duke of Holftein Gluckſ- 
bourg, by whom he had three Sons, whoſe Poſterity are till 
living. Frederick III, who ſucceeded him, Philip William 
who was Governor of Magdebourg, and died in 171t, and 
Albert Frederick Governor of Pomerania. The former left 
two Sons and a Daughter, the latter three Sons, all Princes 
of the Blood in Pruſſia, which is a Point neceſſary to be 
known, becauſe we ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak of thoſe 
Princes hereafter. | 
Frederict III. ſucceeded his Father in the Electorate of 
Brandenburgh on the nineteenth. of April 1688, and, like 
ſeveral of his Predeceſſors, entered upon the Adminiſtration 
of Affairs at a Conjuncture which required a Prince of great 
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Parts to conduct them to Advantage. He gave a very early 
Proof of his having inherited the Virtues as well as the Do- 
minions-of his Anceſtors, by concurring with the Elector of 
Saxony, the Duke of Hanover, and the Landgrave of Heſſe- 
Caſſel, in ſettling ſome Matters of Importance relating to 
their reſpective Dominions, and in aſſiſting the Prince of 
Orange in his Deſign upon England, which had been con- 
certed with the late Elector his Father, He profeſſed a great 
Eſteem for Lewis XIV. whom he conſidered as a very wiſe 
as well as magnificent Prince; and whoſe Example he fol- 
lowed in many Reſpects, but was far enough from embra- 
cing the whole Syſtem of his Politicks, or ſuffering himſelf to 
be deluded into following his Meaſures. 
On the contrary, when his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty attack- 
ed the Empire, he immediately took up Arms, and in the 
Year 1689 he recovered the Towns of Keiſer/wert and Bonn, 
in which laſt Expedition he very narrowly eſcaped being 
made Priſoner by a French Detatchment, and, which did him 
great Honour, his Eſcape was entirely owing to his perſonal 
Courage. In 1690, King William having ſucceeded in his 
Expedition, ſent him the Order of the Garter by the late 
12 Jonſon Eſq; afterwards Secretary of State for Scot- 
nd, In 1693 his Troops diſtinguiſhed - themſelves at the 
Battle of Landen, under the Conduct of his Brother Prince 
Philip, of which King William, as a Mark of Reſpect, ſent 
him an Account under his own Hand. 

In 1694 he ſent Aſſiſtance to the Duke of Savoy under his 
Brothers, Prince Philip and Prince Alberti. In 1695 his 
T roops contributed much to the taking of Namure, of which 
King William gave him alſo an Account under his own 
Hand; upon which the Elector came to the Hague, to con- 
gratulate his Majeſty, whom, with the Duke of Zell, he 
entertained ſplendidly at Cleves. After King Augu/fus was 
choſen King of Poland, the Elector ſeized the Town of Ei- 
bing by way of Security for the Money due to his Father. 
But this Aﬀair was afterwards ſettled by s. according to 
the Maxim of this great Prince, who was always willing to 

compromiſe any Differences he had with his Neighbours, as 
he had before done with the Elector of Saxony in refpe to 
certain Pretenſions, and thereby inſtead of a large Claim, ad- 
ded the Provoſtſhip of Quedlimbourę, the Bailiwick of Peter/- 
berg, and ſome other Places, to his Hereditary Dominions. 

In the Year 1700 our Elector having adorned and improv- 
ed his capital. City of Berlin, added ſeveral fair Countries to 
thoſe which deſcended to him from his Anceſtors, * 
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of thoſe Countries, that were before but thinly peopled, with 
Inhabitants, who were invited thither by the Kindneſſes 
ſhewn, and the Priviledges granted them by his Father and 
bimſelf ; took the Reſolution of aſſuming the Royal Dignity, 
which fome however have ſuggeſted aroſe from ſeeing King 
William ſeated in an Arm-Chair, at the great Congreſs of 
Princes, who were engaged in the firft grand Alliance ; yet 
that ſeems rather fit to be inſerted in private Memoirs, than 
to ſtand recorded in Hiſtory, But whatever his Motives 
were, the Fact is certain, that about this Time he reſolved 
to take the Title of King of Pruſſia; and that he applied 
himſelf to the Imperial Court to be acknowledged in this 
Quality, concerning which likewiſe the Dealers in ſecret 
Hiſtory tell us a very remarkable Story, which is, that when 
his Negotiation was in no very good Train at the Court of 
Vienna, he was adviſed by his Miniſter there, in a Letter writ- 
ten in Cypher, to make uſe of the Intereſt of a certain Prince; 
but the Senſe of the Letter being miſtaken by their Names 
beginning with a Letter ; he inſtead of the Prince, had Re- 
courſe to the Father Confeſſor, who was a Jeſuit ; and fo 
much ſtruck with the Honour done him by a Proteſtant Elec- 
tor, that by his own Intereſt, and that of his Order, he 
quickly accompliſhed all that was deſired of him, 

Iwill not make myſelf anſwerable for the Truth of this, 
fince it appears very probable to me that the EleQor took his 
Meaſures upon much ſurer and better Grounds. The War 
was juſt then broke out, on Account of the Spaniſh Succeſ- 
ſion. The Houſe of Auſtria ſtood in great Need of his Aſ- 
ſiſtance, and he might well expect they would not differ with 
him about a Title. But however the Matter was, there is no 
Doubt, that in the Month of January 1701 N. S. he was 
crowned King of Pruſſia at Koning/berg, and was acknow- 
ledged as ſuch by the Emperor Leopold, and all his Allies ; in 
Conſideration of which the new King furniſhed him with a 
numerous Body of Auxiliaries, who ſerved with great Credit 
- difterent Parts of Europe, during the whole Courſe of the 

at, ._ * 1 

The Vear following proved remarkable for the Death of 
William III. King of Great Britain, to whom his Pruſſian 
Majeſty accounting himſelf Heir, immediately took poſſeſ- 
fion of the Country of Lingen, the Principality of 4 
and ſome other Lordſhips which had belonged to the De- 
ceaſed, tho", as we ſhall hereafter ſee, he was willing to give 
Satisfaction to the Prince of Naſſau Frieſe, who took the 
Title of Orange, In the Year 1707, upon the Death = 


* 


[ 126 ] | 
the Ducheſs of Nemours, the Sovereignties of Neufchatel and 
Valingen became vacant, to which, as the Heir of the Prince 
of Orange, his Pruſſian Majeſty put in his Claim amongſt 
many others. The Right to thoſe Principalities was to be 


decided by the States of the Country; and as the French 


King ſupported one of the Candidates, ſo the Queen of Great 
Britain eſpouſed the Cauſe of his Pruſſian Majeſty, who 
carried his Point notwithſtanding the Threats of the French; 
and about the ſame Time it was that he purchaſed the Coun- 
try of Tecklenburgh. | 

At the Diet of Frankfort, which aſſembled for the Choice 
of an Emperor, the Abbot Albani aſſiſted on the part of the 
Pope, and it was ſaid that he had a particular Commiſſion to 
proteſt againſt the new Title of the King of Pruſſia, which 
coming to the King's Ears, he declared that if ſuch a Step 
was taken, he would order his Troops then in 7taly in the 


Service of the Allies, to take Quarters in the Eccleſiaſtical 


State at Diſcretion, asin an Enemy's Country ; but the Ab- 
bot Albani prevented this by ſending Word to the Pruſſian 
Miniſter at the Diet, that he had no ſuch Commiſhon, and 
that it never ſo much as entered into his Thoughts to queſti- 
on the King's Title ; which, whether true or falſe, gave 
his Majeſty entire Satisfaction. 

At the Cloſe of the War, this Monarch concluded with 
the reſt of the Confederates a Treaty of Peace with France, 
which conſiſted of thirteen Articles ; the moſt remarkable 
of which were, that he was confirmed in the Poſſeſſion of 
Upper Guelderland in full Sovereignty ; he had likewiſe the 
Country of Keel, and the Prefecture of Kriekenbeck, and 
was acknowledged as Sovereign Lord of Neufchate! and Va- 
lingen by France, in Conſideration of his quitting his Preten- 
ſions to the Principality of Orange. There were two ſepa- 
rate Articles to this Treaty ; by one of which, the moſt 
Chriſtian King acknowledged him as King of Pruſſia, and 
agreed to give him the Title of Majeſty, - | 

He likewiſe wr cog in favour of the Proteſtants of 
France, to whom he had always been a Friend and Protector; 
and it is highly probable they would have felt the Effects of 
his Interpoſition, if he had not been taken off by Death in the 
Middle of theſe Negotiations, in the fifty-ſixth Year of his 
Age, leaving behind him the Character of being one of the 
moſt magnanimous and magnificent Princes of his Age; and 
who knew as well as any of his Predeceſſors, how to ſerve 
himſelf of every Occafion that offered for augmenting his 
Power, and enlarging his Dominions. 
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"Frederick William, Prince Royal of Pruſſia, and electoral 
Prince of Brandenburgh, ſucceeded his Father in all his Do- 
minions, finiſhed the imperfe& Negotiation of Peace in which 
that Prince was engaged at the Time of his Demiſe, and en- 
tered into a cloſer Correſpondence than moſt of his Predeceſ- 
ſors with the Court of France. He had not been long ſeated on 
the Throne, before he found himſelf involved in ſome Diſ- 
putes with the Crown of Sweden, occaſioned chiefly by the 
marching of Troops. through the different Parts of his Do- 
minions, as well by the Swedes, as by the Powers engaged 
in a War againſt them. His Pruſſian Majeſty endeavoured 
firſt to have compromiſed Matters amicably ; but that being 
found impraQticable, he perceived himſelf at laſt obliged to 
enter into that War in Conjunction with other Princes con- 
federated againſt Sweden; which ended in driving the Swedes 
entirely out of Germany, and depriving them of all that Guſ- 
tavus Adolphus and his Succeſſors had acquired in the Empire. 

But notwithſtanding this great Succeſs, his Pruſſian Majeſ- 
ty conſented, under the Mediation of his late Britannick Ma- 
jeſty King George I. to certain Preliminary Articles for a 

eace with Sweden, which were figned the eighteenth of Au- 
guſt 1719, and afterwards digeſted into a Treaty, that was 
concluded at Stockholm between the two Crowns, January 
10 1720. By the third Article of which Treaty, the Crown 
of Sweden yields in Perpetuity to his Pruſſian Majeſty, his 
Heirs and Succeſſors, the City of Stetin, the Diſtrict between 
the Oder and the Rhine, with the Iſlands of Wollin and Uſe- 
dem, with all the Rights granted to the Crown of Sweden by 
the Emperor and Empire to the ſaid Places, by the tenth Ar- 
ticle of the Treaty of Meſiphalia. And by the nineteenth 
Article of this Treaty, the Crown of Sweden yields farther 
the Towns of Dam and Golnaw, on the other Side the Oder, 
with the Territories belonging to them. 

In Conſideration of theſe Ceſſions, his Pruſſian Majeſty un- 
dertook to aſſiſt no longer the Enemies of Sweden, to promote 
to the utmoſt of his , abr: the intended general Peace be- 
tween herand her Neighbours, to ſatisfy the Mortgages and 
Incumbrances on all the Places yielded to him, which had 
been formerly contracted by the Crown of Sweden; as alſo 
to pay two millions of Rix-Dollars to that Crown at three 
different Payments. By this Treaty his Pruſſian Majefty ac- 
= a great Acceſſion of Territory, to which, as we have 

ewn before, his Family had very fair Pretenſions as Suc- 


ceſſors to the Dukes of Pomerania; and by this Acquiſition 
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as great or greater Conſequence than the Revenue of all the | 


Places thus acquired ; and contributed highly to the Benefit 
of other Parts of his Pruſſian Majeſty's Dominions. | 

The ſame Temper and Diſpoſition which his Pruſſian Ma- 
jeſty ſhewed in the Management of this important Affair, ap- 
peared in all the ſubſequent Tranſactions of his Life; that 
is to ſay, he was in every Inſtance careful to maintain and 


ſupport his own Dignity, to ſecure his own Dominions, to 
make himſelf reſpected by his Neighbours, to keep his Troops 


and Fortreſſes conſtantly in ſuch a Poſture. as might prevent 
his being hurt by any unforeſeen Accident ; and give him an 


Opportunity, where the Cirenmſtances of Things would per- 
mit it, of turning any ſuch Accident to his Advantage. It ; 


was with this View, that he kept 8 on Foot between 
eighty. and a hundred thouſand regular Troops, well paid, 
and perfectly well diſciplined ; at the ſame time that he was 
no leſs careful of his Revenues, as _ thoroughly ſenſible, 
that if ever a War became neceſſary, Treaſure would be to 
the full as needful as Troops. 3 
This Conduct of his, though it expoſed him to the Cenſure 
of ſome ſhallow Politicians, was perfectly agreeable to his own 
Circumſtances, and to the general Syſtem of Affairs in Eu- 
rope. It preſerved all his (29 oY though ſeparated and. 
detached from each other, from running any Riſque ; it made 
him conſidered as the moſt powerful Potentate in Germany, 
next the Houſe of Auſtria; and it gave him an Opportunity 
of promoting his Intereſt upon every Variation of the Ba- 
- lance of Power, without actually engaging ina War, Upon 
_ theſe Motiveshe entered into the famous Treaty of Hanover, 
concluded the third of September 1725, with their moſt Chri- 
ſtian and Britannick Majeſties ; and tho? the Bounds of this 
Article will not allow us to enter into Particulars, yet we 
may ſafely venture to affirm in general, that he managed 
that, and the many ſubſequent Negotiations which quickly 
followed from it, with great Dexterity, and ſo as to turn eve- 
ry Incident as much as it was poſſible to his own Advantage. 
We have already ſhewed the Pretenſions formed by the 
Houſe of Brandenburgh on the Succeſſion of King William 
III. as Prince of Orange; and have taken Notice of the Diſ- 
pute occaſioned by the Will of that Monarch, in favour of 
his Couſin the Prince of Naſſau Frize, which ſubſiſted for 
many Vears; and for terminating of which, a Negotiation 
was ſet on Foot in 1722, which ended ten Years afterwards, 
in a Treaty . at Berlin, May 13 1732. By this 
Treaty the Principality of Orange and all the * 
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the Family of Chalons in France, are yielded to his Pruſſian 
Majeſty, and all Ceſſions thereof by him to the King of 
France, by the Treaty ſigned at Utrecht, the firſt of Augu/t 
1713, are confirmed by the Prince of Naſſau Frieze, 

It is agreed that his Highneſs ſhall take the Title and 

Arms of Orange, but without Prejudice to the Royal Houſe 
of Pruſſia, by whom the Title and Arms of that Principali- 
ty are likewiſe to be borne. His Pruſſian Majeſty was by this 
Treaty to have for himſelf, his Heirs and Succeſſors, as his 
Share of the Succeſſion beforementioned, the Principality of 
Meyrs, the County of Lingen, the Diſtrict of Montfort, the 
Lordſhip of upper and lower Swaluwe, the Lordſhips of Nalt- 
wick, Hoenderland, Wateringen, Orange-polder, and Grave- 
ſand, the Cuſtoms of Gennep, the Barony of Herftal entire, 
the Lordſhip of Turnhout, the Houſe at the Hague called the 
Old Ciurt, and the Houſe of Hon/laaraych. 
All the reſt of the Succeſſion was left to the Prince of 
Orange, who charged himſelf with all the Debts of the Fami- 
ly ; and all the Penſions payable to certain Perſons therein 
mention'd, and all the Demands of the Houſe of Orange on 
the Crown of Spain, for an annual Penſion of fifty thouſand 
Florins, as well as a Debt of one hundred and twenty thouſand 
Crowns, are Agen to the Prince, with the King's Promiſe 
to aſſiſt him with his Intereſt at that Court, to procure a Sa- 
tisfaction for them. This definitive Treaty, by which an 
End was put to a very perplexed and troubleſome Affair, was 
ratified by his Pruſſian Majeſty on the thirtieth of May, by 
the Prince of Orange on the thirtieth of June following; and 
ſoon after notified to their High Mightineſſes the States Ge- 
neral, who had charged themſelves with the Adminiſtration 
of the ſaid Succeſſion, in due farm. 

Tue Deſite his Pruſſian Majeſty had to preſerve the Peace 
of his Dominions, and to avoid, as far as he was able, tak- 
ing any Share whatever in the Diſturbances of Europe, in- 
duced him to act with great Caution and Reſerve when a 
War broke out between his late Imperial Majeſty Charles VI. 
and the Kings of France and Spain, in e to the 
Election of the King of Poland. There is no doubt, that 
both the Houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon were extremely preſ- 
ling in their Inſtances to his Pruſſian Majeſty to enter into 
this Diſpute, by which, in all Probability, the Scale muſt 
have turned either Way, according to his Pleaſure; fince it 
was very apparent, that if the Election of King Staniflaus had 
been immediately ſupported by a tolerable Force, the Aﬀec- 
tions of the Poles would have ſhewn themſelves much more 
K effectually 
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effectually than they did; and on the other hand, it is no 
leſs evident, that if the King of Pruſſia had declared abſo- 
Jutely on the other Side, the Party for King Stani/laus could 
not have made any Reſiſtance at all, but muſt have ſubmit- 
ted immediately, | | | 
But no Intreaties could prevail upon that wiſe Monarch to 
act on either Side in this Diſpute, by which, no doubt, he was 
a very conſiderable Gainer. It is true, that tho” he did not 
give King Staniſſaus any Aſſiſtance in ſupport of his Pretenſi- 
ons, yet after the Ruin of his Affairs, and the cloſe Siege of 
the City of Dantzict, he ſuffered that Prince to take Shelter 
in his Bani where he was treated with all the Reſpect 
due to a crown'd Head; and with the Remittanees he recei- 
ved from France kept up a great Court, and lived at a vaſt 
Expence, which was of conſiderable Uſe in that Part of his 
Pruſſian Majeſty's Dominions. There were many People, 
who from their Attachment to the Houſe of Auſtria, treated 
this Conduct of his as unworthy of a King, and inconſiſtent 
with his Obligations to the Emperor; but ſuch were certain- 
ly too haſty, and had not ſufficiently, reflected, that the Obli- 
gations of a Prince to his — are infinitely ſuperior to 
thoſe he contracts with his Allies; and that with reſpect to 
the Safety of his Dominions, and the true Intereſt of the 
Crown of Pruſſia, he was not at all bound to interfere farther 
than by good Offices in this Diſpute; ſo that the Meaſures he 
took as a Sovereign and independent Prince were certainly 
right. As to the Engagements he was under, as'a Member of 
the Empire, they were ſo punctually complied with, that his 
Imperial Majeſty himſelf, had no Reaſon to complain. 
The ſame Method in Reſpect to all other Affalrs his Majeſ- 
ty of Pruſſa conſtantly purſued, ſhewing himſelf alike pre- 
pared for War and inclined to Peace: for tho“ he made his 
Troops his Delight, and led all his Days rather a Military 
than a Court Life, yet chis was more with a View to fave Ex- 
pence, to keep his Troops in Motion, and to maintain ſtrict 
Diſcipline, than with any Thoughts of diſtreſſing or diſturb- 
ing his Neighbours. In the latter Years of his Life the K ing 
was dropſical, and in a very bad State of Health; ſo that 
he was frequently thought near his End, and yet recovered. 
At laſt he was carried off by a ſhort Illneſs, on the 31ft of 
May 1740, in the 52d Year of his Age; and tho? like other 
Princes, he had his Failings and Faults ; among which the 
Love of Money, and draining it by various and unpopular 
Methods out of the Purſes of his Subjects were the chief; yet 
in reſpect to his great Regard for Juſtice, his prudent CEcono- 
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my, ſtrict F rugality, | and eaſineſs of Acceſs, he was much 
commended ; and with regard to the general Maxims of his 


Politicks, they are like to do more Credit to his Memory, 


than they acquired him Glory while living. 

This Monarch eſpouſed in his Father's Life-time the Prin- 
ceſs Sophia Dorothea of Hanover, Siſter to his preſent Britan- 
nick Majeſty, who was born the 16th of March 1687, and is 
now Queen Dowager of Pruſſia, by whom he left a nume- 
rous Iflue ; viz. Charles» Frederick his Succeſſor, Yilliam- Au- 


guſtus Prince Royal of Pruſſia, born Augu/t gth 1722, who 


efpouſed the Princeſs Louiſa- Amelia of Brunſwick Molfembut- 


tle, by whom he has already two Sons; Frederick- Henry Prince 


of Pruſſia, born January 8th 1726; Auguſtus- Ferdinand 
Prince of Pruſſia, born May 23d 1730; Frederica- Auguſta 


Princeſs Royal of Praſſia, born the 3d of Fuly 1709; and 


who on the 20th of November 1731, eſpouſed the Hereditary 


Prince of Brandenburgb Bareith; Frederica-Loviſa Princeſs of 


Pruſſia, born September 28th 17 14, who on the 3oth of May 
1729, efpouſed the Margrave of Auſpach; Dorothea: Sophia 
Princeſs of Pri ſſia, born the 26 of January 1719, and married 
the 1oth bf November 17 34, to the Margrave Frederict-Wil- 
liam of Schtued; * Irica Princeſs of Pruſta, born April 
24th 1120, who on Fuly 17th 1744, married Adolphus-Frr- 
derick Duke of Holftzin-Eutin, elected Succeſſor to the Crown 


of Sweden; Anna Amerla Princeſs of Prufga, born Nævem- 


ber gth 1733, and who remains ſtill unmarried. 

Cbarles- Frederick, the preſent King of Prugia and Elector 
of Brandenburgh, was born January 24th 17 12, and conſe- 
quently was in the 2gth Year of his Age when he mounted 
the Throne ; and in his Father's Life-time eſpouſed the Prin- 
ceſs Elizabeth-Chriftina:of Brunſwick Wolfembuttle, born 
November 8th 1715. He began bis Reign with an Act of the 


greateſt Generofity ; for whereas it was publicly known that 


his Marriage was a pure Act of Obedience to his Father, ab- 


ſolutely againſt his own Conſent, and therefore never conſum- 


mated, every body expected that his firſt Care would have 

been to have taken the Opinion of ſome of the Proteſtant 

Univerſities in Germany, in order to have got it diſſolved. 
But when that Princeſs, in Company with the Qyeen- 


Dowager, came to compliment him upon his Acceſſion, he 
addreſſed her in the following Terms. You are ſenfible, Ma- 


dam, that your becoming Princeſs Royal was contrary to 


Inclinatien; but having obſerved the Amiableneſs of your Beba- 


viour, and the Regard that you have fortun for my Perſon, I 
find myſelf under a Neceſfty of! making you ſuitable Returns ; and 
2 new 
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now therefore that I am a King, I acknowledge you for my 


Dueen-Conſort, and the lawful Partner of my Throne and Bed. 


It is impoſſible to expreſs the Surprize and Joy of the whole 


Court upon this Declaration, a Declaration which every body 
deſtred but no body expected; and which gave the greateſt 
Hopes of a Reign that opened with ſo extraordinary a Mark 
of Juſtice, Tenderneſs, and Generoſity. R 

The very dawning of this young Monarch's Government, 
drew the Attention of all Europe, and gave his Neighbours 


very juſt Ideas of what might be expected in the Progreſs of it. 


He had been but indifferently treated in his Father's Life- 
time; and there were many who dreaded his Reſentments ; 
but he puniſhed no body except the Counſellor Ecard, whom 
he ordered to gepart his Dominions, becauſe he had been a 


great Deviſer of Taxes, and the principal Inſtrument of the 
late King in laying Burthens upon his Subjects; ſo that in his 


Manner of treating him, the new Monarch ſhewed that he 
could avenge the Wrongs done to his People, tho' he was at 
the ſame Time patient under his own. He was no ſooner 
poſſeſſed of the Crown, than he declared himſelf a Protector 


of Learning; and by a Letter written with his own Hand 
invited the famous Mr. Maupertuis from Paris, to take upon 
him the Direction of the Academy of Berlin; or, as the 
King himſelf elegantly expreſſed it, to graft the Slips of true 


Science on the wild Stocks in the North. 2 
But I forget the proper Buſineſs of this Article, while I 


pretend to draw the Picture of a Prince, whoſe great Qualities 
are ſo numerous, that they would require more Room than 1 


have left, ſhould I attempt their Deſcription. I will content 


4 myſelf therefore with a bare Detail of the principal FaQts of 
| his Adminiſtration, that I may keep within due Bounds. 


In the Account which has been given of his Father's Reign, 
it has been ſhewn, that tho' he took care to put his Army on 
a better Foot than any of his Predeceſſors, yet be was very 
far from being inclined to War, which probably aroſe from 


. tke Circumſtances of the Affairs of Europe in his Time; but 


whatever his Motives were, moſt certain it is, that he was 


rather careful in aſcertaining his Rights, than in aſſerting 


them, as appears from his ſuffering the Biſhop and Prince of 


Liege to continue in the Poſſeſſion of the Barony of Her/tall, 
which had been yielded to the King as a Part of the Succeſſi- 


on of the late King William, and offering to compromiſe his 


Diſpute with that Prelate for 100,000 Florins, which how- 
ever he could not obtain, 


But 
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But upon the new King's coming to the Poſſeſſion of his 
Dominions, and going to receive the Homage of the Duchy 
of Cleves, he demanded the ſame of the Inhabitants of Her- 
fall, who poſitively refus'd it, alledging that they were, and 
had been always Subjects to the Prince of Liege. The King, 
to cut this Diſpute — ſent a Body of his Forces into that 
Biſhoprick, who took Poſſeſſion of AMaſezt, and who declar- 
ed they had their Maſter's Orders to live at Diſcretion, till 
he had received Satisfaction for his Barony of Herſtall. It 
was on the 14th of September 1740, that the Pruſſian Troops 
entered his Territories, upon which the Biſhop of Liege pub- 
liſhed along Manifeſto, ſetting forth the great Injury that had 
been done to him, but confeſſing at the Cloſe, that the Price 
ſet by the late King of Pruſſia was very moderate; and that 
he had offered to pay him Intereſt for that Sum at the Rate 
of Four per Cent. which in his own Opinion was better than 
ſo much ready Money. 

He remonſtrated at the ſame Time to the Courts of Vienna 
and Paris; but while he was thus buſy in drawing Mema- 
rials, and making Complaints, the Pruſſian Troops lived at 
Diſcretion ; ſo that at laſt he was forced to ſend two Depu- 
ties to Berlin, to put an End to this Diſpute, who were obli- 
ged to conſent that his Pruſſan Majeſty ſhould receive 
200,000 Florins for his Pretenſions upon Herftall ; and this 
Money being paid on the 23d of October in the Evening, the 
Pruſtan Forces evacuated Maſeyk the next Morning. Thus, 
according to his new Method, the King ended this Contro- 
verſy without a Lawſuit. 

It was not only with the Biſhop of Liege that his Majeſty 
had Diſputes ; for about the ſame time the Duke de Chev- 
reuſe, and the Marquis de Neſe ſet up their reſpective Claims 
to the Principality of Neufchatel, againſt what they were 
pleaſed to call the King of Prugia's Uſurpation ; and the 
former ſent an Advocate of the Parliament of Paris, the lat- 
ter two Advocates of the Parliament of Beſancon, to aflert 
their Claims; but the Governor of Neuſchatel decided the 
Matter preſently, by directing that they ſhould all quit the 
Principality in twenty four Hours, on Pain of being trcated 
as Criminals, This, however, was but a Prelude to the great 
Stroke of all, by which his Majeſty added the rich and fruitful 
Country of Sileia to his Dominions ; which, inaſmuch as it 
has been conſidered as the Occaſion of the late general War ; 
the Reader will very natually expect that we ſhould be a little 
more particular in the Account of this Tranſaction, 
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We have already ſhewn that the Houſe of Rrandenburgh 
had a very fair Title to the Principality of Jagerndorf, and 
other Territories in that Country, which the Emperor not- 
withſtanding united to the Kingdom of Bohemia ; but as the 
Elector ſtill kept up his Claim, and the Houſe of Auſtria had 
great Need of his Aſſiſtance, it was found neceſſary to give 
him ſome Satisfaction; and accordingly a Treaty was ſet on 
Foot at Berlin in 1686, whereby it was ſtipulated, that the 
Elector thould renounce the Pretenſions of his Houſe to the 
Principalities of Fagerndorf, Lignitz, Brieg, and Wilau, 
upon Condition that the Emperor ſhould yield to the Elector 
the Territory of Schwibus. The Baron de Frytag, who 
managed this Negotiation for the Court of Vienna, with the 
Elector Frederick II. ſet on foot at the ſame Time another 
clandeſtine Treaty with the Electoral Prince Frederick, who 
was afterwards Frederick III. Elector of Brandenburgb, tho' 
he is generally called Frederick I. becauſe he was the firſt 
King of Pruſſia. 

The Nature of this ſecret Negotiation was very dark; for 
there were ſome Family Diſputes, in which the Emperor 
threatened to take Part againſt the Prince, if, at the ſame 
Time his Father ſubſcribed the Treaty before mentioned, he 
did not ſubſcribe an Obligation to give up, as ſoon as it 
ſhould be in his Power, the Territory of Schwibus for a ſmall 
Sum of Money. Accordingly when he became Elector of 
Brandenburgh the Money was offered, and the Treaty de- 
manded ; but all the Counſellors of the new Elector adviſed 
him not to part with it, as he had been compelled to make this 
Agreement, which in its own Nature therefore was void ; but 
the Emperor Leopold inſiſting upon it, and threatning to uſe 
Force, he yielded up the Territory, but refuſed to confirm the 
Renunciation made by his Father of his former Rights. Up- 
on this Occaſion he expreſſed himſelf to his Miniſters in theſe 
Words: 1 ſhall yield the Territory of Schwibhus ; it be- 
* comes me to be as good as my Word; I muſt and J will. 
5 As to proſecuting my Rights to Silaſia, TI leave that to the 
«© Care of my Poſterity, whoſe Hands I cannot, I will not 
* bind under my preſent Circumſtances, when it is neceſſa- 
te ry for me to put up with the Injuſtice, If Providence and 
* Time don't ſuffer the Thing to take another Turn, the 
“% only Way is to be quiet; but if God orders it otherwiſe, 
„ my Deſcendants will know what they have to do.“ 

Thus the Reader ſees in few Words the Nature of the 
King of Pruſſia's Claim; he repreſented both Frederick Il. 
and Frederick III. conſequently the Rights of both 4 * in 
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him; and as the Houſe of Auſtria had taken away the Equi- 
valent, he conceived he had a juſt Title to the Territories 
formerly in the Poſſeſſion of his Family, viz. the Principality 
of Fagerndorf,, and other Countries, of which he reſolved 
immediately to take Poſſeſſion. He had two Reaſons for act- 
ing in this — without any previous Declarations made 
to the Court of Vienna; the firſt was, that the Male Line 
of the Houſe of Auſtria be ing extinct, and the Power of that 
Family thereby weakened, he thought this a favourable Op- 
portunity of doing himſelf Juſtice; and that he ſhould be 
wanting to himſelf and his Poſterity, or Succeſſors, if he 
neglected it. His ſecond, that the Elector of Bavaria and 
the King of Spain forming Pretenſions upon the Emperor's 
Succeſſion, he was deſirous of reconciling his View of doing 
himſelf Juſtice to the Inclination he had of aſſiſting Maria 
Thereſa, Queen of Hungary, in maintainingher Rights to her 
Father's Dominions, agreeable to the Pragmatic Sanction. 

At the ſame time therefore that he ordered his Troops to 
march into Silgſia, which was in December 1740, he declared 
to the Court of Vienna, that notwithſtanding this Step he 
was diſpoſed to promote the Election of the Duke of Lorrain 
to the Imperial Dignity ; that he was willing to advance the 


Queen of Hungary two Millions of Florins ; and that he was 


ready to employ all his Forces in defending her Dominions 
againſt all her petitors. But theſe Propoſitions were ab- 
ſolutely rejected, upon which a War enſued. It is to be ob- 
ſerv'd, that in this Article I am ftating the Claims, Preten- 
ſions, and Meaſures of his Pruſtian Majeſty, as Matters of 
Fact, and am very far from taking upon me to decide whe- 
ther the former were well or ill founded, and conſequently 
whether the latter were right or wrong; but thus much I 
think I may be allowed to ſay, that if the Court of Yrenna 
had accepted his Propoſal, the War in Germany had been pre- 
vented, and the Empreſs Queen had not yielded more to the 
King of Pruſs:a than he is poſſeſſed of at preſent, after all 
the Blood and Treaſure that have been ſpent on both Sides in 
this fatal Quarrel. 

His Pruſs:an Majeſty carried his Point in the firſt Inſtance, 
that is to ſay, he made himſelf Maſter of Siliſia without much 
Oppoſition, and the Auſtriant having marched a great Army 
into that Country, under the Command of Field-Marſhal 
Count ma „in the Beginning of the next Spring his 
Pruſcian ieſty gave that Army Battle on the 10th of April 
L741, at Moliuitx, in which, tho' with great Effuſion of 
Blood, he gained the Victory. In the ſucceeding Year having 
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marched to the Aſſiſtance of his Allies the French, Bavari- 
ans, and Saxons, into Bohemia, after being baſely deſerted by 
them, he on the twenty-fourth of May 1742, Sought the fa- 
mous Battle of Czaflaw, in which he alſo claimed the Vic- 
tory ; but both Parties being now weary of the War, a 
Treaty of Peace was negotiated between his Majeſty on the 
one Part, and the Queen of Hungary on the other, which 
was concluded and ſigned on the eleventh of June, at Breflaw 
in Silefia ; by which the greateſt part of that Duchy, and the 
whole Country of Glatz were yielded to his Majeſty. 

But this did not hinder him from entering into the League 
of Frankfort, in ſupport of the Emperor Charles VII. in 
Conſequence of which, he invaded Bohemia, and took the 
City of Prague on the ſixth of September 1744, which obli- 
ged Prince Charles of Lorrain to march from the Rhine to 
the Elle, with the Auſtrian Army; upon whoſe Approach, 
his PryAian Majeſty retired with his Forces towards Sileſia, 
but Prince Charles preſſing hard upon him in his Retreat, a 
Battle enſued at Friedberg on the fourth of June 1745, in 
which his Pruſs:an Majeſty gained a clear and compleat Vic- 
tory. It was believed that this Action would have made an 
End of the War; but the Auftrians, who were now joined 
by the Saxons, and had formed great Views of diſtreſſing the 
King of Pruſsia, continued their Military Operations with the 
utmoſt Vigour ; and on the thirtieth of September, by a forced 
March, ſurprized that Prince near Stadentz, and plundered 
his Baggage; but by the great Military Skill and inimitable | 
Prudence of the King, his Troops were ſoon brought into 
order, the Battle renewed, and a compleat Victory gained. 

Yet ſtill the Auſtrians perfiſted in continuing the War, pre- 
ſuming on the March of a great Body of Ruſsian Auxiliaries, 


which it was ſuppoſed would have marched through Poland 


into his Territories. But his Pruſſian Majeſty took Advan- 


tage of the Seaſon, and while his Enemies were pleaſing FF 


_ themſelves with the Hopes of invading and ruining his Coun- 
try, the old Prince of Anhalt Deſſau with a Pruſsjan Army 
entered theirs. The King of Poland was obliged to abandon 
his Hereditary Dominions, and to retire to the Frontiers of 
Bohemia for Safety. Leipfick opened her Gates to the Con- 
queror, and though a numerous Army of Saxons and Auſtri- 
ens interpoſed to preſerve Dreſden, yet on the fourth Day of 
December 1745, they were totally defeated' by the Prince of 
Anhalt Deſſau, with half their Number of Pruſ5ian Troops. 
The King entered Dreſden in Triumph, and having over- 
some all his Enemies, on the fourteenth of the ſame Month 
over- 
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overcame his Paſſions and Reſentment, and in the full 
Warmth of Victory gave them a fair and equitable Peace. By 
which Sileſia was again yielded to him; the Saxons gave him 


one Million of Crowns for the Expence of the War ; his 


Majeſty acknowledged the Emperor, guarantied the Domini- 
ons of the Empreſs Queen, and included his Ally the Eleftor 
Palatine in the ſame Treaty, which was negotiated under the 
Mediation of his Britannick Majeſty, and once more ſettled 
the Tranquillity of Germany. 

The Intereſts of this Monarch, if they were to be conſi- 
dered at large, would require a conſiderable Treatiſe ; but 
we ſhall reduce them into a narrow Compaſs, and treat of 
them with as much Perſpicuity as we can. In Quality of King 
of Pruſsia, he is one of the greateſt Powers in the North; 
and therefore it is his Intereſt to ſee the Balance of Power in 
that Part of Europe kept exactly even; with this View, there 
is no doubt, that he will have a conſtant Eye to the Meaſures 
purſued by Sweden and Denmark, pay ſtill more Attention to 
the Behaviour of Poland, and be moſt aſſiduouſly watchful of 
the increaſing Power of Ruſtia. Upon his Diligence and 
Succeſs in thoſe Points, the Security, Welfare and Grandeur 
of his own State will depend. = 

How far it is poſſible to manage all theſe with ſuch Addreſs 
as to draw ſome Advantages from ſeveral of thoſe Powers, 
and to be in no Danger from any of them, may beſt be known 
by conſidering the PraQtice of the preſent King, who has ac- 
tually carried this Scheme into Execution in the moſt difficult 

Conjuncture. The late Revolution in Ruſtia changed the 
whole Syſtem of his Affairs with reſpect to that Empire; in- 
ſtead of a cloſe Conjunction, it brought about a Diviſion of 
Intereſts, and from an intimate Union, created a diſtant Civi- 
lity intermixed with ſome Degrees of Jealouſy, ſo much har- 
der to be removed, becauſe they were naturally derived from 
his cloſe Alliance with the excluded Family. The Power of 
a alſo was vaſtly increaſed. By the Election of the Suc- 
ceſſor of the Crown of Sweden, that Kingdom came in ſome 
meaſure to depend upon her: Denmark was aw'd by her ſupe- 
rior Force, and by the old Differences between that Royal 
Family and the Houſe of Holſtein; while Poland was firmly 
tied, as well by the Intereſt of the reigning Prince, as by a 
long and uninterrupted Alliance. | 

But the admirable Policy of the oh Monarch has got 
the better of all theſe Connections. By marrying his Siſter to 
the Succeſſor of Sweden, he gain'd an Intereſt in that Coun- 

try, which is daily increaſing. Denmar is bound to live 
ee 
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upon good Terms with him as a Neighbour, at the ſame time 
that ſhe needs his Aſſiſtance as an Ally, He has always kept 
a good Correſpondence with the Republick ; and notwith- 
ſtanding their late Quarrel, has now as good a Correſpondence 
with the King of Poland, as I dare propheſy will ſhortly ap- 
pear ; ſo that he has exactly modelled the North to his Mind: 
And notwithſtanding the vaſt Power of Ruſsia, has nothing 
to fear from her Jealouſy, and ſtill leſs to apprehend from her 
Influence ; which eaſy 33 of his on this Side, is entirely 
owing to his own great Parts as a Politician; and muſt, to 
every competent Judge, raiſe his Character, in that reſpect, 
to the greateſt Height. 

As a Prince of the Empire, he plainly conſiders himſelf as 
the Guardian of the Germanicł Conſtitution ; and as he has 
all Things to hope, and nothing to dread from the Indepen- 
dency of all the Members of the Empire, he has very wiſely 
ſhewn as warm and ſteady a Concern for their Rights as for 
his own. At the very Beginning of his Reign he compromiſed 
the Diſputes which had b long ſubſiſted between his Family 
and the Elector Palatine, upon very equal and moderate 
Terms; he embraced the Friendſhip of the Houſe of Bava- 
ria when it was neceſſary to him; and he gave the higheſt 
Proofs of his Fidelity to the Intereſts of that Family, when 
they ſtood in the greateſt Need of his Friendſhip. 
| In a Word, he has loſt no ”_ in the Empire, but has 
gain'd many; he has reſtored the Credit of the Diet of Ra- 
tiſbon, by giving Power to the Princes of the Empire, who 
ſend their Miniſters thither, to ſpeak their true Sentiments, 
and explain themſelves freely, inſtead of ſubmitting implicit- 
iy to the Imperial Decrees, as they were wont to do. In 
ſhort, he has ſo conducted his Affairs, as to be univerſally 
conſidered as a German Patriot ; that is, as one reſolved to 
maintain the Eſſence of the Germanick Conſtitution, and to 
preſerve the Liberty of its Members from all interior Influ- 
ence, as well as Foreign Subjection; and what Effects this 
. may produce, Time will declare. | 

As one of the principal Powers of Europe, the preſent King 
of Pruſsia ſeems to have formed to himſelf a Deſign of eſta- 
bliſhing a more effectual Balance than has been hitherto 
known, in Virtue of the Increaſe of his own Dominions, 
which have put it into his Hands. This Point was never ſuf- 
ficiently conſidered by any of our Politicians, or to ſpeak 
plainly, has never been conſidered by them at all. The Si- 
tuation of France enabled her formerly to preſerve the Ba- 
lance againſt the Houſe of fu/tria ; the Situation of 17 
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dinian Majeſty's Dominions, enables him to hold the Balance 
of Itach, and to keep it even between the Houſes of 4u/tria 
and Bourbon; but with reſpe& to the King of Pruſcia, he has 
three Balances in his Hands, that of the North, that of Ger- 
many, and the great Balance of Power againſt France, 

It is very true, that during the Courſe of the laſt War, 
he acted in Confederacy with France; but, as we have ſhewn 
before, this was abſolutely againſt his Will. If the Court of 
Vienna and the Allies of that Court had not conſidered his 
Expedition into Silefia as an Infraction of the Pragmatick 
Sanction, in which Light he never regarded it himſelf,. nor 
thought it would be regarded by others; he had certainly 
taken the contrary Side, as having no Reaſon to be a Friend 
to France longer than he has the Houſe of Auftria for an 
Enemy, He d in his laſt Treaty with the King of Po- 
land, Elector of Saxony, a true Zeal for the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, and without Doubt it is his Intereſt to put himſelf at 
the Head of the Proteſtants in Germany; and he is too clear- 
ſighted a Prince not to ſee this. 5 

But it will be objected, that ſome of the Admirers of the 
preſent King of Pruſsia have magnified his Power to a De- 
gree much beyond what he is ever like to acquire, have pro- 
miſed many Things for him which he is never likely to per- 
form, and have kept ſuch a Silence in reference to the Points 
he has really purſued, as might induce the World to ſuſpect 
their having very dark Notions of that Monarch's Forces, 
Inclinations or Intereſts. In anſwer to this I muſt intreat 
the Reader to obſerve, that there is no ſuch thing as mathe- 
matical Certainty in Diſcourſes of this Nature; aud therefore 
thoſe are equally in Fault who pretend magiſterially to decide 
what ſuch a Prince will attempt, or what be may be able to 
atchieve ; and thoſe who on the other hand expect that every 
Thing ſhould fall out exactly according to a Plan laid down 
from Conjectures. | m_ 

But till this Art of foreſeeing future Events from pruden- 
tially applying the Knowledge of human Nature, the Forces 
of Government, and the Lights of Experience, ought not to 
be deſpiſed, Phyſicians cannot always cure, becauſe they can- 
not always form a right Judgment from their Acquain'ance 
with the human Oeconomy, and their Skill in diſcerning 
Symptoms of the Nature of Diſeaſes; and yet none but Fools 
diſparage the Study of Phyſick, or decry the knowledge of 
Phyſicians, There is no Doubt that Stateſmen derive vaſt 
Advantages from ſecret Intelligence; but it was a very wiſe 
Saying of Lewis XIV. that he was much leſs in Pain about 
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what his Enemies might learn by this Method, than from the 
Hints they received from the Dutch Gazettes. It is difficult 
indeed, but not impoſſible, to guard againſt the Effẽcts of in- 
fluence or Money, in penetrating the Tranſactions of a Cabi- 
net; but it is far more difficult, and borders more cloſely up- 
on Impoſſibility, to hinder ſpeculative Politicians from prying 
into even the cloſeſt Deſigns, by the Knowledge they have 
of Men and Things. To be convinced of this, we need on- 
ly conſider what ſanguine Promiſes were made by the Stateſ- 
men in ſome Countries, before the opening of every Cam- 
paign during the laſt War, and the bold Judgments paſſed, by 
uhdignified Politicians, that few or none of thoſe Promiſes 
would ever actually be fulfilled. 

It would be no difficult Thing to ſhew the Ręader, that 
the Revolutions in — in Sweden, and in Halland, were 
foreſeen and foretold ſome Vears before they happened; but 
we will confine ourſelves at preſent to the Points immediately 
before us. And tho? all the World allows that there never was 
a Cabinet more impenetrable than that of the preſent King of 
Pruſcia, yet we ſhall endeavour to ſhew, that as our paſt 
Conjectures have not been altogether vain, ſo we are able to 
gueſs at what his Politicks may produce in Time to come. We 
were inclined to think that upon the Concluſion of a general 
Peace, that Monarch might have been induced to change his 
Syſtem, but —= ſeeing the Peace concluded at Aix la Cha- 
pelle, and conſidering the Conduct of other Powers, we are 
clearly of Opinion that Time is not yet come. We are ſa- 
tisfied that the Schemes formed for abaſing or circumſcribing 
the Power of this Monarch will have a contrary Effect, and 
that inſtead of diminiſhing, there is the higheſt Probability 
that they will increaſe his Power. We were always and are 
ſtill of Opinion, that he might be detached from France, and 
that he will never be the Dupe of France; but we ſee no 
Ground for ſuppoſing that proper Meaſures have been taken to 
bring about the former, or that by the Steps he is now taking, 
he is in Danger of falling into the latter. 

He has great Forces, large Revenues, a Genius capable of 
conducting both, and a Moderation that will reſtrain him 
from Attempts ſuperior to theſe. He knows perfectly well 
the Grandeur of the Sovereign muſt be eſtabliſned upon the 
Welfare of the Subject, and this has excited him to ſhew the 
ſame Regard for the Happineſs of his People, as for the Ex- 
tenſions of his own Power, or rather has induced him to 
make the latter always ſubſervient to the former. He is 
known to have an Inclination to become a maritime Power, 
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er which is the ſame Thing in other Words, to enable his 
Subjects to increaſe their Wealth by their Induſtry, through 
the Channels of foreign Trade. Now tho' there are many, 
and amongſt them perhaps ſome Stateſmen, who treat this as 
a Chimera, yet we hold the direct Contrary, and are inclined 
to think, that this Monarch and his Succeſſors will actually 
carry that Point; and we think ſo, becauſe there is no g:eat 
Improbability ia ſuppoſing that they may be.ſome Time or 
other Maſters of a Sea Coat four or five hundred Miles in 
Extent. It would require more Time and more Room than 
we have at preſent to beſtow, to endeavour- the Explanation, 
of this, ſo as to bring it within the Reach of every Capacity : 
but whoever will conſult-the Maps, conſider the prefent State 
of Things, and the vaſt Improvements in the Power of an 
abſolute Monarch to make; who knows what be is doings 
and what is to be done to carry a favourite Point, which is 
at the ſame Time bis People's Point as well as his own; I 
ſay, whoever will reflect upon theſe Things, will not confi- 
der what we have advanced as a viſionary Deluſion. 5 

His Views might certainly. bave been altered, his Meaſures 
changed, and his Deſigns otherways directed than they are. 
But then this did not depend entirely; upon him, there. muſt 
have been a Concutrence in other Powers to have brought this 
about; for to manage a wiſe Prince true to his own Intereſts; 
he muſt be ſhewn, that thoſe who defire to have him for a 
Friend and Ally have no Intention to reſtrain, no Inclination 
to defeat the Meaſures he takes for that Purpoſe, while they 
are not deſtructive or dangerous to themſelves. To manifeſt 
a Diſpoſition contrary to this, is ſufficient-to-give another Biaſs 
to his Councils; and when we ſee a Prince of the King of 
Pruſſia's Turn continue armed at an immenſe Expence, we 
muſt conclude that he has ſome great Enterprize in View, 
which whenever Time ſhall diſcloſe, it will alſo diſcover that 
he took proper Meaſures for carrying that Point, whatevet it 
is, which thoſe Armaments were meant to compaſs. 15 

The Situation of his Pruſſian Majeſty's Territories is ſuch, 
as obliges him for Reaſons that have been before aſſigned, to 
have a conſtant Eye to the Affairs of the North, where no 
Power was ever predominant, but his Predeceſſors ſuffered for 
it, and their Dominions and Eſtates. With Reſpect to the 
Dukes of Courland, they have been, generally ſpeaking, 
Cloſely allied to the Houſe of Brandenburgh by Marriage, 
which as it ſhews the ancient Connection of their Intereſts, 
diſcovers alſo the Reaſon why this Prince is ſtill ſo attentive to 
the Choice which the Courlanders are ſhortly to make of a 
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new Duke. The Province of Samogitia in Poland, with the 
Duchy of Courland, divide the Ducal Pruſ5ia from the Ter- 
ritories of the Gzarina ; and therefore in the preſent State of 
Things, it is but natural that the King of Pruſ5:a ſhould de- 
fire to ſee the Hands of the Polanders ſtrengthened, and the 
Inhabitants of Courland ſet entirely free; becauſe he might 
then flatter himſelf, that in Caſe at any Time hereafter the 
Troubles of Germany ſhould revive, bis Territories would be 
ſafe from any ſudden Invaſion by the Ruſs:ans, with which 
he was threatened but a few Years ago, when his Concerns 
were in a very critical Poſture. -  _ 

It is alfo very likely, that he would be glad to annex what 
the Swedes ſtill retain in Pomerania, to the reſt of that Country 
which is already in his Poſſeſſion, not from any Jealouſy of 
the Swedes, or from a Deſire of aggrandizing himſelf at the 
Expence of his Neighbours and Allies, but on the Score of 
Convenience, and the better Connection of his Eftates. We 
may from thence infer, that he will never ſeek to procure this 
in any other than an amicable Way, and with the Conſent 
of the Swedes, in Conſideration of ſome kind of Equivalent or 
other. It may be this Acquiſition is ſtill at a great Diſtance, | 
and it may be alſo that the Meaſures which this great Monarch 
has concerted in reference to the Affairs of the North, will 
bring this about ſooner than is generally imagined. But be 
that as it will, there is no Queſtion that whenever it is effec- 
ted, the Power of Pruſsia will be very much augmented there- 
by, and the Liberties of the Empire will then ſtand in need 
of no Guardian without the Limits of Germany. While theſe 
Deſigns attract the Thoughts and employ the Hands of this 
active Prince, he will certainly maintain a good Corteſpon- 
dence with all thoſe Powers that' are Neighbours to him, in 
to the reſt of his Dominions, which will leave the In- 
habitants of the United Provinces at full Liberty to redreſs their 
own Grievances in their own Manner, and to recover the an- 
cient Strength and Vigour of their Government, in Conſe- 
uence of reſtoring that Form under which it was firſt con- 
tuted, and for a long Series of Years happily flouriſhed. 
But whenever thoſe Struggles for Power, which at preſent 
embarraſs and diſtract the Potentates of the North, ſhall be 
by Negotiation or otherwiſe 'comp6ſed, ' we have very little 
Room to doubt that his Majeſty of -Pru/5ia will again turn bi 
Views towards the Countries of Cleves and Gueldret, and the 
Principality of Eaſt Frieſſand, where he has the very impot- 
tant and commodious Port of Zmbden, to facilitate the 
Schemes he may form in favour-of the Commerce of his Sub- 
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jects, to which there is no doubt that he will apply himſel 
with equal Induſtry and Spirit, whenever the Tranquillity of 
Europe ſhall be ſo thoroughly ſettled, as that he has no Rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect his Neighbours may force him ſuddenly into a 
War, while his Councils are wholly taken up in cultivating 
the Arts of Peace. — oY 
He will by that Time have ſerved himſelf to the utmoſt of 
whatever Aſſiſtance France may have found in her Intereſt 
to give him, for more than that ſhe will never give, and his 
Senſe of this will engage him not to perſiſt any longer in the 
Proſecution of Meaſures acceptable to the Court of Ver ſailles, 
than they are conducive to the Ex tention or Eſtabliſhment of 
bis Power and Influence. He will then ſee that Independen- 
cy, and being at the Head of the Proteſtant Intereſt in Ger- 
many, is ſufficient to gratify his utmoſt Ambition; and to raiſe 
him to the higheſt Point of Authority, by making him court- 
ed and reſpected by all his Neighbours, and as O ns of 
fer, the Umpire of all theit Difference. 
Theſe are indeed but Suppoſitions, but then they are built 
upon ſolid and rational Foundations; whereas thoſe who fan- 
cy that he w ill be ſome time or other ſwallow d up by a Con- 
federacy of powerful Neighbqurs, or deſpoiled of a great Patt 
of his-Texcitories, are not able to offer either Facts or Argu- 
ments to countenance their Opinion, ſince. bitherto we have 
never ſeen him attempt beyond his Strength ; nor has it ap- 
prone after many Months | ſpent in Regulations, | freſh Efta- 
bliſhments, new Diſcipline,” and. other military Improve+ 
ments, that the Power moſt concerned, or which thinks 
herſelf moſt concerned, to traverſe the . 
has been able to do it with; apy: great Effect, even in C 
junction with a yery uſefub Ally, ho aſtet being once ſacri- 
ficed, will moſt certainly take Care toprevent being iavol» 
ved again in the like Quatre... 
Theſe gare all the Reflections we dare hazard at preſent up- 
on this Subject, and perhaps there are very few political Wri- 
ters WhO would have ventured to ſay ſo much; but as we 
have only the Reader's Adyantage in View, it was not neceſ- 
ſary for us to be ſo nice, in that particular, fince whether out 
Conjectures are juſtified or refuted by Events, the Advantage 
to the Reader will be the ſame 3 for as in one Caſe he will 
bavean Opportunity of diſcerning in what manner probable 
Judgments may be drawn from litical Principles, ſo in the 
other, the. Detection of thoſe crore, ui conttibute not a 
little to the Increaſe of his Sagacity. We are ſo far from pre- 
tending to Infallibility, that what we offer is only in the N - 


ture 
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ture of an Eſſay, which muſt be ſubmitted to thoſe Correc- 
tions that all Writings of this kind require, and in Conſe- 


quence of which only, they can be brought at Length to a to- 1 


lerable Degree of Perfection and Certainty. | | 
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In wbich is comprebended a cltar tho conciſe Account of 
the Riſe and Progreſs of the Power of the Houſe of 
AvusTR1 a, the Oppoſition it has met with from that 
of BoURBON, and the , preſent State of the firſt- 


mention'd Houſe., 


H E Diſputes between the Houſes of ——— and Bour- 

bon, having been the principal Cauſe of thoſe Troubles 

that have diſturhed the Peace of Europe for ſeveral Ages paſt, 
and there being but too juſt Grounds to believe that theſe 
Debates will be no leſs fatal to the Tranquility of ſucceeding 
Times; it may be eaſily conceived from hence, that nothing 
can contribute more to the forming a juſt Idea of the preſent 
State of Things, and of the Maxims of Policy, by which 
the ſeveral Powers of Chriſtendom regulate their Views, than 
a clear and diſtin Account of the Acquiſitions; Pretenſions, 
— Controverſies, and Connections of theſe two great 
re ee nen 12 70 „ 
It is indeed true, that this is ſo wide, and ſo ample a Field, 
that it might well afford Matter ſufficient for ſeveral large 
Volumes; but our Buſineſs is to contract it, to ſelect from 
the Materials proper for ſo large a Hiſtory, thoſe Particulars 
that are fitteſt for the Purpoſes ' before mentioned, and by 
ranging theſe in a proper Order, to afford the Reader ſuch a 
| Proſpect of this Subject, as it would be very difficult for him 
to obtain, even from ſo large a Hiſtory, though written with 
all the Skill-and: 2 poſſible. / This Attempt indeed is 
hardy and difficult, but then it is both rational and requiſite ; 
there is no- proceeding in our Plan without it, and he who 
aims at pleaſing the:Publick, and who has already received 
Marks of their Willingneſs to be pleaſed: with his Endea- 
vours, will never think any thing hard or impfacticable, 


which he is convinced is neceſſary for their Service. 
Wich 


h 
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With this View, and with theſe Hopes, let us begin with 
the Hiſtory of the Honſe of guſtria, and uſe our utmoſt Care 
and Diligence to free thoſe Circumftances that are mot ſuit- 
ed to our Deſign, from that Obſcurity, 3 and Em- 


bartaſment in which they have been bitherto involved; chief - 
ly from the Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions of almoſt all the = 
torians, who have undertaken to afford us Light into theſe 
Matters; and who, inſtead of repreſenting "Things as hey 
really were, have made it their Buſineſs to miſrepreſent t 

in ſuch a Manner, as might bring the World in general to 
embrace for Truth their particular Opinions. 

As to the Original of this great and flouriſhing Family, 
there is no need of troubling ourſelves, or our Readers with 
the Diſputes of 'various Writers about it ; theſe very Diſputes 
Prove its great Antiquity, and the different Sentiments that 
fave been publiſhed about it, are ſo many Evidences of a 
Deſire to entitle many antient and illuſtrious Houſes to the 
Honour of being allied to this. The moſt probable and beſt 
atteſted of theſe Accounts, make Rodolpb Count of Hapsbourg, 
who is generally reputed the Founder, becauſe he was the firſt 
Emperor of this Family, deſcended by his Father's Side from 
the Cbunts of Tierſtien, near Bafil, in Switzerland ; and by 
the Mother's Side from the antient Counts of Hapſbourg. 

He enjoyed from his Father the LEY of N e 3 and 
the Glory with which he extricated himſelf from ſeveral un- 
juſt Wars that were made againſt him by his Neighbours, in - 
duced the Cantons of Uri, Schwitz, and Underwald to demand 
his Protection; the Cities of Zurich and Frybourg did the 
like; the Counties of Kyburgh, Lentzburgh, and Baden, 
came to him by the Death of his Coufin ; and ſome other 
Lordfhips were added to his Dominions in Right of his Wife. 
The Extent of his Reputation exceeded by very much that 
of his Territories ; and the Prudence with which he govern- 
ed them, induced Otrocarus King of Bohemia, to make Choice 
of Rodolph of Hapſbourg for his Prime Miniſter ; which 
Dignity he enjoyed with the Title of Great Maſter of his 
Houfhold: In this Situation of Things, the Empire became 
vacant by the Death of Henry II. am the Affairs of Germa- 
ny fell into the greateſt Confuſion ; for ſome endeavoured to 
raiſe Alphonſus King of Ca/tile, others Richard Earl of Corn- 
wal, to the Imperial Dignity. Indeed both took the Title, 
but neither enjoyed the Authority of Emperot, © 

During the Time of theſe Diſputes, three of the moſt an- 
tient Families extinguiſhed ; by which the Dutchy of Swabia, 
and the Margravates of — and Hungary became vacant, 

| | which 
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which increaſed the Diſorders in Germany, to ſuch a Degree, 
that ſeveral great Cities had no other Way to ſecure them- 

ſelves from thoſe Bands of Thieves and Plunderers, that ra- 
vaged whole Countries with Impunity, than. to enter into a 
League for mutual Defence, in ſome Meaſure to ſupply the 
Want of that legal Government, by which they had been 
formerly protected and defended. 1 — 
At laſt, in the Year 1273, when this Scene of Confuſion Þ 
had wearied out even thoſe by whom it was occaſioned, the } 
Elector of Mentz propoſed to remedy theſe Diſorders, by 
the raiſing of Rodolph of Hapsbourg to the Imperial Dignity ; 
and this Propoſal was immediately embraced, and the EleQors 
of Saxony and Brandenburgh not only gave their Votes, but, 
to ſtrengthen his Intereſt, and to render him more able to ſup- 
ort his new Dignity, they each of them married one of his 
Rae It was not long after his 3 that 
he formed a Reſolution of obliging Ottocarus King of Bobe- 
mia to ſubmit himſelf to the Laws of the Empire. This Prince 
relying on his Power, and taking Advantage of the publick 
Calamity, had ſeized the Duchy of Swabia, and the Mar- 
gravate of Auſtria; but Rodolph ſoon forced him to give up 
the Dutchy to his own ſecond Son; and. even inſiſted, as he 
had a Right to do, upon his. rendering him Homage for the 
Kingdom of Bohemia ; which was extremely mortifying to 
the proudeſt, and moſt.ambitious Prince of his Time; who 
could not forget that the preſent Emperor had been once Ma- 
ſter of his Houſhold. | | | .-.....- 
At length however he agreed to this, but upon Condition 
that he ſhould do Homage to the Emperor in his Tent, and Wi 
before the great Officers of the Empire only. Rodolph con- 
deſcended thereto ; but when, according to the Ceremony, 
the King was on his Knees with his Hands upon, the Goſpels 
that lay open in the Emperor's Lap, the great Officers of the 
Houſhold who were preſent, threw themſelyes flat upon their 
Faces, and the Sides of the Tent being thrown up, exhibi- 
ted this extraordinary Scene to the whole Imperial Army, 
ranged in two Lines on each Side of the Tent for that Purpoſe 
This provoked the King ſo much, that at the,Perſuaſion of his 
Wife he renewed the War, in hopes of, recovering Auſtria, 
Stiria, and Carniola ;_ but inſtead of this, in the firſt Battle 
be fought, he loſt the Victory and his Life together. 
The Emperor Rodolph gave another Inſtance of the Quick- 
neſs, of his Wit, and his great Preſence of Mind, in the Ce- 
remony of his Coronation at Aix- la-Chapelle, when the Elec; 
tors made ſome Difficulty: becauſe the Scepter was 5555 
| nl eee eee 
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There it a Cyiucifix:youder,, ſaid the Emperor, let us nſe that 
fora Scepter.; There was no rejecting this Expedient, ſo 
that they were obliged to do their Homage, and receive the 
Inveſtiture of their Dominions, which they held as Fiefs of 
the Empire, by laying their Hands on the Crucifix inſtead of 
the Scepter . He anſwered in all Reſpects the Expectations of 
thoſe who ha raiſed him to the Empire; for he reſtored its 
Domeſtick Tranquillity, and its Reputation with Regard to 
Foreign Nations ; by ſuppreſſing ſuch as made Uſe of their 
Power to harrais and diſturb their Neighbours, as well as re- 
WW ftoring. the Vigout of the Laws for the | Puniſhment of leſſer 
Offendets every here throughout the Empirmſeee. 
It is true that he took great Care of bis on Family, 
obkging Henry Duke of Bavaria to reſtore him the Towns 
of Vin,  Lintz, Steyr, and other Places upon the River 
Em, which bad been mortgaged to him by Ottecarus King 
of Bohemia, which the Duke. parted with to prevent being 
Wouniſhed for the Alſiſtance he had given: that Prince againſt 
e Empire. It is alſo ſaid, that the Emperor Rolalph fold 
ſeveral Rights of the Empire in Itaiy, and made many of the 
ties free. But in doing this, hethought he did no Preju- 
tice to the Empire, ſince he never affected to he powerful in 
Mah, and therefore declined being crowned King of the Ro- 
ans: by the Pope, or of Lombardy by the Archbiſhop of Mi- 
A 16912 I. 8 7 l ' 
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He thoupht-:an Emperor might become powerful enough 
winding his Affairs in Germany; and that their frequent 
ourneys into Itaꝶ had been prejudicial to the Germans. Un- 


| i! his Time all Acts of State, all Laws, and all Proceedings 


Courts of. Juſtice, had been written in Latin; but he 
hanging that Cuſtom, uſed the German Language bimſelf, 
nd eſtabliſhed this Uſage for the futute; in a Word, he laid 
de Foundatiori of the Power and Grandeur of the German 
npire, as well as of the Houſe of Auſtria; and aſter a 
Horious Reigndied in 1291, leaving behind him two Sons, 
bert Duke of Auſtria, and Rodalpb Duke of Swabia. 
After the: Deceaſe of this Prince, the Archbiſhop and Elec- 
or of Mentæ procured Adolphus of Naſſau to be elected Em- 
deror, with an Intention of governing the Empire under his 
ame g but finding that Prince of too high a Spirit to bear 
ch a Treatment, he deſerted him, and engaged other Elec- 
s to do the ſame, who ſoon after took upon them to depoſe 
im, and to elect Albert Duke of Auſtria, Emperor in his 
ead. This produced a civil War, which was ended in the 
ear 1298, by a deciſive Battle, in which Albert was not 
Sf tt | L 2 only 
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only victorious, but: calſd killed his Commpetitor-ufdolpbus wik 
his own Hand, and thereby ſecured to himſelf the Poſſeſſion ü 
of the Imperial Dignity. HA. or bone row Na of; 

The EleAor of Mentu in a very little Time grew as un» 
edſy-in Regard to him; as he had been in Reſpełt to the Em- 
perar:Adolpbus ; and relying-on his on great! Power and b 
Influence he had over the Electors, had the Inſolence to telt 
him ence; when they were hunting together, that he had no- 
thing more to do, than to blow his Horn which hung at his 
Side, and: immediately there ſhould ſtart up Another Empe< 
ror. But in this he! ſhewed his Vanity and Ambition, much 
more than either his Wiſdom or his Intereſt; for Albert H 
immediately Recourſe to Arms, and. foreeil him, and) the 
Electots who ſided with him, to a ſpeedy Bubmiffion. He 
was ã powerful: and prudent Prince, and, like Ranblph his 


Father; was alike careful of the Concerns of hid Family, ail 3 


of the Intereſts of the Hmpirmmmmmmmme . 

But wie many great Qualities he had ſome Mbeteef 
Victs, His Ambition was boundleſt, and h Gover net 
arbitrary. The Governors he ſent into Switaenlund wWhid 
belongedito him, oppreſſed the People to ſuch Degree, that 
the Cantons of Uri, Scbtoitæ; and Under uma, reſolved tot 
themſelves fer; in order to which; they entered into a I! i 


ty'6r Confedericy'in the Year 1307 fur ze: Meme which. 


terwards they renewed in 1315, and made perpetual : A 
this-was the Origin of th Sivirz Repyblitky: which Has ce 
made-ſucti-d: Figure in Aaropr. For-th&/the Emperorine* | 
glected nothing in Order tu reduce them hgain under bis D 
minion, ydt it was in waib i for pattly Hythe Situation bf | 
ene Country; and partly by the Bravery c the Peoples they | 
_ preſerre& their Liberty in. Spue of all his Bndravu“,œ se. 
He married his eldeſt So Nodolph td Blanths th | 
of Php ib hair, Kingbbdiranceghy which heigained fone | 
Advantabes to fis Fami. After fer Dectaſe be miqrid i 
Iſalulla, Queen Dowager uf Beben, and in her Right a 
quired chit Kingdom, w D for the\ firſt Tie MN gdf 
foſſed by the Houſe of 2 but he dying {66n after; they 
loſt It again. As fot the K o heraominued . to | 
govern the Empire with great Honour znd:R on lever | 
fal Lean im which Space he loſſentd the Powet of the Cler: 
ry; madd ſtreral good Laws, and endeavoured to fin be 
Imperial / Authority upun a fifmer Foutdation than it had hi 
therto ſtud; (| 4: t\ K 19 15913 04 DYE tun 
But while he was-meditativig this, and other gieat Deligny | 
an Auf: Injuſtice he had committed, brougtit him — 
no 2 4 un 
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untimely: End; for having undertaken the Tutelage of his 
Nephew Jobn, the Son of Rogolph Dake of Swabia, he re- 
ſuſed when of Age, to put him in Poſſeſſion of his Country, 
which provoked him to ſuch a Degree, that he took an Op- 
tunity when he was hunting, to aſſuſſinate him on the firſt 

of May 1 308; in à Place where the Monaſtery of Koning /< 
field was afterwards built, by his Widow the Empreſs Dow- 
ager Elizabeth, 1 n onen bs 
By the premature Death of this great Monarch, the Houſe 
of ' Auftria loſt the Imperial Dignity, which they did not re- 
cover for one hundred and thirty Vears; though they conti- 
nued all that Time to be reckoned amongſt the gteateſt and 
moſt powerful Princes of the Empire; and this notwithſtand- 
ing their Dominions were divided into ſeveral diſtin Prin - 
cipalities, the Poſſeſſors of which frequently differed amongſt 
themſelves. - At length, Albert furnamed the Magnanimus, 
having married '£/izabeth, the Daughter of the Emperor Si- 
giſmund, revived the Glory of his Houſe; for on the firſt of 
anuary 1438, he was elected King of Hungary; on the 
fixth of May, the ſame Year, he became alſo King'of Bobe- 
mia ; and on the twenty-ſixth of June following, was elected 
Emperor. He was one of the braveſt, and alſo one of the 
moſt prudent Princes of his Time. He met with great Dif- 
ficulties in maintaining the many Dignities to which he was 
raiſed ; but he found Means to bring the Hungarians to Sub- 
miſſion : He drove Uladi/laus King of Poland out of | Bohe- 


mia, reduced that Country into a State of Tranquillity; and 


afterwards engaging in a War againſt the Turks, he-forced 
their Emperor Amurath to raiſe the Siege of Belgrade, after 


he had lain before it a Year. f 


He would undoubtedly have performed ſtill greater Things, 


if he had not been taken off by a ſudden Death on the 


twenty-ſixth of October 1439. He left behind him a poſthu- 
mous Son called Ladiflaus, who had the Titles of King of 
Hungary and ' Bohemia ; but he never enjoyed either, though 
the Hungarians were deſirous enough of putting him into 
Poſſeflion of their Crown, if his Couſin, who ſucceeded 
his Father in the Empire, would have "conſented to it; but 
whether through Ambition, or ſome other falſe Policy, he 
ſtill kept him at Vienna, where at laſt he died about the Age 

of _ eighteen; not without great Suſpicion of Poiſon, © | © 
 Frederich, ſurnamed the Peaceable, was elected Emperor 
on the Death of Albers II. in the'Year 1440, and two Vears 


afterwards he married the Infanta Eleonora, Daughter of £d- - 
ward King of Portugal, by whom he had bis Son and Sue- 
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the very Point of breaking out; he reformed the Laws of the 
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pire having poſſeſſed the two rich Kingdoms of Hungary and 


that are ill called the Aufrion Netherlands, with the Pro il 


the moſt generous, as well as in bis Perſon one of the hand- 


L 30 | 
ceſſor Maximilian. He interpoſed his Authority at the fa» 
mous Council at Baſſe. by which he prevented a Schiſm, at 


Empire, and digeſted thoſe. relating to Fiefs into one Code, 
which was very beneficial to all the Members of the Gerna - 
nick Body. He engaged in ſeveral Family Diſputes, which 
ended in a War; but by Degrees, and by dint of Patience 
and Prudence, he extricated himſelf out of numberleſs Diffi- 
culties, not with Safety only, but Advantage. 
. He was a very ſaving Prince, which drew upon him the 
Reproach of being covetous ; but in Reality Frugality was to 
him a very neceſſary Virtue ; for his Predeceſſors in the Em- 


Bohemia, were conſequently able to ſpend liberally, and to 
keep very magnificent Courts. But as he held neither of 
thoſe Kingdoms, and drew. but a ſmall Revenue from his own | 
Territories, he could not live with the ſame Splendor that 
they had done, He was very flow in his Meaſures, but with- 
al very ſecure, and with great Prudence eſtabliſned the Gran- | 
deur of the Houſe of Auſtria upon that Baſis on which it h 
hitherto ſuhſiſted, notwithſtanding all the Efforts of its nu- 
merous Enemies, * ; Hr i 

There were two Things that contributed extremely to thi 
Eſtabliſhment ; the firſt was the Length of his Reign, which 
exceeded half a Century, and gave bim an Opportunity) c 
doing greater Things for his Family, than hitherto, any 7 
Prince had done: And on the other, the Marriage of his el 
deſt Son Maximilian to Mary Dutcheſs of Burgundy, the i 
greateſt Heireſs in Europe, by whom the Houſe of Auſtria | 
acquired an immenſe Treaſure in ready Money, and thole i 


vinces Which compoſed the Dutch Republick, included. Tb 
Match enabled the Emperor alſo to procure his Son to be 
elected King of the Romans in his Life-time,' which was * 
very wiſe Precaution, ſince after a Reign of fifty-three Years 
this Monarch was taken off ſuddenly ;. for having eat plenti- 
fully of a Melon after Dinner, and drank too much Water 
pop. it, — proved the Cauſe of his Death, which hap- 
pen'd on the fourteenth of Augu/t 1439. | 
Maximilian l. 1 F — 4 having been choſen 
King of the Romans in 1486. He was in his Temper one 0 


ſomeſt Princes of his Time. The former gained bim the Wil 
Affection of his Subjects, as the latter had procured him the | ; 
Heireſs of Burgungy, to whom all the great Princes on b. 
$63 | : 3 | Continent n 
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Continent had been Suitors. It may not be amiſs to obſerve, 
that it was this Lady who brought the large Lip into the Au- 
ftrian Family, as Brantome obſerves on the Authority of Ele- 
anor Queen of France, who was Siſter to Charles V. 

| Beſides the other Advantages he poſſeſſed, Maximilian was 
one of the moſt extraordinary Princes of his Age in Reſpect 
to his natural Abilities. He could ſcarce ſpeak plain at ten 
Years old, and afterwards ſpoke ſo faſt, that he could hardly 
be underſtood, His Father put him under the Care of Peter 
Englebert, who was a downright Pedant, and behaved to- 
wards him in ſuch a Manner as gave him a Diſguſt to Lear- 
ning; but as he grew up, he corrected theſe Errors by his 
own Care and Diligence, and became not only extremely 
eloquent in his own Language, but ſpoke alſo the Latin, 
French, and [talian Tongues with the greateſt Purity. 

After the Death of Mary of Burgundy, he projected a 
ſecond Marriage with Ann of Bretagne, which if it had taken 
Effect, would have been as beneficial to him as the former, 
but he was ſupplanted in this by the French King Charles VIIT. 
Upon this Diſappointment he married Blanche Daughter to 
the Duke of Milan, with whom he had a prodigious Sum in 
ready Money, which enabled him to recover that Part of-Au- 
firia which had been conquered by Mathias Corvinus King 
of Hungary. His Care of his own Concerns did not hinder 
him from being very attentive to thoſe of the Empire ; for 
in the Year 1495, he eſtabliſhed, in a Diet at Vorme, the fa- 
mous Conſtitution for the Security of the publick Peace, and 
at the ſame Time created an Imperial Chamber, for hearing 
and determining in a legal Manner the Differences. and Diſ- 
putes between the Princes of the Empire, which before his 
Time had been feldom ended any other Way than by the 
Sword. He continued the War which his Father had begun 
againſt the $wi/s Cantons; but after being defeated in eight 
Battles, concluded a Treaty of Peace with them in 1499. 

The Year following he ſettled a Council for the Govern- 
ment of the Empire; and at the ſame Time divided it into 
Circles, of which there were originally but ſix, viz, Fran- 
conia, Bavaria, Swabia, the Rhine, Meſiphalia, and lower 
Saxony; but in 1512, there were four other Circles added, 
vix. thoſe of Auſtria, Burgundy, the lower Rhine, and up- 
per Saxony. Authors are very much divided, as to the Time 
in which Auftria was erected into an Arch-Dutchy; and there 
are good Authorities which aſcribe this to five ſeveral Princes; 
but however the moſt probable Account is, that Maximilian 
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gave it this Title, to diſtinguiſh it fröm all tho other Princi- 
palities of the Empire and of Europe. 

The /enetians having refuſed him a Paſſage thro' their 
Territories, he was offended with it to ſuch a Degree, that 

he engaged the Pope and the King of France in the ue 
of. Cambray againſt that Republick, which was very near 
ing fatal to it. The Loſs of the Battle of Agnagel had infal- 
libly drawn after it that of all their Territories upon the Con- 
tinent, if ſome Miſunderſtanding had not ariſen between the 
Powers embarked in that Alliance. The Venetian them- 
ſelves were ſo aſtoniſhed when they ſaw the Emperor become 
Maſter of Verona, Breſcia, Bergamo, Padua, Pile. Lodi, 
and other fortified Places, that they offered him an annual 
Tribute of fifty thouſand Ducats to be taken under the Pro- 
tection of the Empire; and without doubt it was the greateſt 
Miſtake in his Reign, that he neglected this Offer: for the 
Republick, recovering from their Fright, and having pre- 
vailed upon Lewis XII. of France to quit the League, ſoon 
brought moſt of theſe Places again under their Obedience; fo 
that except Riva and Roveredo, the Emperor kept nothing at 
the Peace, which he ſold the Venetians for two hundred thou- 
ſand Ducats, one half of which Sum was paid by France. 

In this War the Emperor had the Aſſiſtance of the Swiſs, 
in Virtue of the hereditary Convention he had made. with 
them; ſo that he found them more uſeful to him as Allies, 
than he could have made them as Subjects. In 1515, he 
united the County of Goritz to his Dominions, upon the 
Death of the laſt Count without Heirs, He received with 
great Maynificence, Sigi/mund King of Poland, and Ulatiſ- 
laus King of Hungary, at Fienna; at which Interview he re- 
newed the Treaty of Succeffion with the laſt of theſe Princes, 
by which he gained the Kingdom of Hungary for his Poſte- 
rity. His Reign, tho? ſhort in Compariſon of his Father's, was 
glorious for himſelf, very uſeful to the Empire, and exceed- 
ingly happy for his Family. He died at Wells in Auſtria, on 
the twelfth of January 1519. 

This great Monarch had only one Son Philip, who died 
before him; he eſpouſed Jane the Daughter of Ferdinand of 
Arragon, and Iſabella of Caftile, who brought him the whole 
Kingdom of Spain for her Fortune. Don Juan Artonio de 
Vera, a Spaniſh Hiſtorian, gives us this Character of him: 
His Temper and his Manners, ſays he, gained him not on- 
&* ly the Love of his Subjects, but alſo of his Enemies; be 
* was very beneficent, but his Gifts were ſmall, and — 

n | thoſe 
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4 thoſe of a private Man, far he had not Time to ſhew that 

4 he bad the Soul and Navy ugg Bad a King. His Queen 
th, which bappe 


« was ſo fond of him, that his ud in 
« the Year 1506, coſt that Princeſs ber Senſes ; {he directed 
d his Body to be embalmed, and carried it eue where 
cc about with her; a memorable R of conjugal Ten- 
« derneſs ! and though in itſelf an of Folly, has been 
« admired by Men of the beſt Senſe.” | 

King Philip left behind him two Sons, Charles horn the 
twenty fourth of February 1500, and Ferdinand born the 
tenth of March 1503. He had likewiſe four Panghters 3 
Eleonora, who eſpouſed Don Emanuel 2 Portugal, and 


afterwards the French King Francis I, 1/abella, who marri- 
ed 4 2 IL King of Denmark ; who eſpouſed 
Lewis King of Bohemia and Hungary ; Cathaxine, fult 
promiſed to Fohn Frederick Elector of Saxony, and af- 
terwards married to John III. King of Portugal. , 

Philip made a Treaty with Lewis XII. of France for the 
Diviſion of the Kingdom of Naples ; and by bis laft Will 
directed, that he ſhould have the Tuition of his eldeſt Son, 
deſiring that he would provide ſome able Man to bave the 
Care of his Education, which that Prince faithfully ſulfilled, 
by appointing William de Croy of the Houſe of Chicures to 
that Emplayment, who was one of the wiſeſt and beſt-bred 
Men of his Time, and who laid the Foundation of his Pu- 
pil's Fortunes, by an excellent Education. 

This young Prince Charles, whom his Grandfather Maxi- 
milian I. could not prevail upon the Electors to chooſe King 
of the Romans in his Life-time, ſucceeded him after his De- 
ceaſe, and became Emperor by the Name of Charles V. chief- 
ly by the Influence of the Electors of Mentz and Saxony. He 
— to the Arch-Duke Ferdinand his Brother, all the 

ominions belonging to the Houſe of Auſtria in Germany, 
reſerving to himſelf the Succeſſions of the Kings of Spain 
and Duke of Burgundy. He added to the Low Countries, 
the Lordſhips of Urach and Ouer- Mel, which came to bim 
by the Donation of Henry, Biſhop of Utrecht, He aſter- 
wards acquired the Duchy of Gueldres, and the County of 
Zutphen by the Death of their laſt Duke Charles. The Coun- 
tries of Frieze and Groninguen, he purchaſed from Gearge Duke 
of Saxony, for one hundred and fifty thouſand Florins in 
Gold. He annexed likewiſe the Towns of Cambray and 
Lingen to thoſe Provinces ; and for their Security, incorpora- 
ted the whole into the Empire, under the Title of the Duchy 
of Burgundy, He had in the Courſe of his Reign many Wars, 
and was in moſt of them ſucceſsful, In 
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In the Vear 1521, he entered into a League with Pope 
Leo X. in Conſequence of which he made himſelf Maſter of 
Parma, Placentia, and Milan, which laſt he reſtored to Duke 
Francis Sforza. He raiſed to the Papacy Adrian IV. who had 


been his Preceptor. The Conftable of Bourbon quitting the 


Service of his natural Prince, and entering into his, he made 
an Irruption into Provence, where he took the Cities of Aix and 
Toulon, but was obliged to raiſe the Siege of Marſeilles by the 


obſtinate Reſiſtance of the Inhabitants. He afterwards re- 


per the Alps, which encouraged the French King, Francis 
to enter the * and lay Siege to Pavia, which by 
making an obſtinate Defence, gave the ay ging Time to 
colle& their Forces ; and the King, againſt the Sentiments of 
his principal Officers, having ventured to give them Battle, 
not only loſt it, but with it his Liberty. T 

This could not but give the Emperor much Satisfaction, 
fince King Francis had been Competitor with him for the Im- 
perial Dignity ; and perhaps it was in ſome Meaſure owing to 
this, that he ſent him Priſoner into Spain, where he remain- 
ed under a hard Captivity for three Years, and even then did 
not obtain his Liberty, but upon very ſevere Terms; for the 
Performance of which he gave his Children as Hoſtages. 

On his Return into his Dominions however, he enter'd 
into a League againſt the Emperor with the Pope and the Vi- 
netians ; which ſo provoked Charles, that he ordered his 
Forces under the Command of the Conſtable of Bourbon, to 
enter the Eccleſiaſtical Territories, where he ſoon carried all 
before him, took and ſacked the City of Rome, and beſieged 
the Pope in the Caſtle of St. Angelo, while by an unaccount- 
able Strain of Popiſh Bigotry and Hypocriſy, they were 
making folemn Proceflions in Spain for his happy Delive- 
rance. 
The Doctrines of Luther prevailing in Germany, the Em- 
peror, who at firſt did not give much Attention to them, or 
perhaps inclined in his own Mind to a Reformation, ſurmi- 
fing afterwards, they might prove dangerous to his Authority, 
refolved to extinguiſn them; and for that Purpoſe aſſembled 
a Diet at Spire, and by a Decree dated the 13th of Oober 
1529, directed that the Lutherans ſhould be proceeded againſt; 
upon which, ſeveral Princes who had embraced thoſe Senti- 
ments, proteſted in Favour. of their Religion; and ſo they 
came to be called Proteſtants, and the Doctrine of Luther 
was thenceforward ſtiled the Prote/tant Faith, 
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The ſame Year the Emperor concluded a Peace with Fran- 
eit I. at Cambray, but it did not laſt long; for the Duke of. 
Milan having cauſed, as it was ſaid, a French Ambaſſador to 
be killed in his Dominions, King Francis raiſed a great Army 
in Order to revenge this Affront; but the Duke of Savoy ha- 
ving refuſed him a Paſſage 2 bis Dominions, he turned 
his Arms againſt him, and took from him without any Pre- 
tence, but that of ſuperior Force, all his Countries, 

In the mean Time the Duke of Milan died without Iſſue, 
upon which the Emperor took Poſſeſſion of that Country, as 
devolving to him in the Nature of a Fief; which kindled a 
new War in [taly, and in the Low Countries ; however in 
the Year 1537, a Truce was concluded for ten Months at 
Terouanne ; which was prolonged ſoon after at Nice for ten 
Years. It was in this Space, that upon a popular Inſurrecti- 
on in the City. of Ghent, the Emperor demanded, and was 
permitted to paſs through France, where he received very 

reat Honours, and was treated with much Generoſity by 
Francis I. to whom it is ſaid he promiſed to reſtore the Duchy 
of Milan; which however it is certain he neither did, nor 
intended to do; which, with ſome other Grievances, enga- 
ped the French King to break the Truce, and enter into a 

ar with the Emperor; who thereupon made a League with 
the King of England, whoſe Aſſiſtance at that Time was of 
great Conſequence to him. 

Yet the Imperialiſts being defeated near Carignan, and the 
Emperor being afraid that the French would take Advantage 
of the Religious Diſturbances in Germany, reſolved to conclude 
a Peace in Time, which, tho'ſome Vears after, was accordingly 
done at Creſpy, There never lived a Prince who bad a better 
Title to the high Characters of a great Captain and a conſum- 
mate Stateſman, than Charles V. He gained every Advantage 
by his Arms that it was poſſible to gain by them; and he very 
ſoon'ſaw when theſe Advantages were no longer in his Power, 
and then he had Recourſe to Treaties, in which no Man 
knew better how to mannage his Intereſt than he did, or 
gained more in the Courſe of ſeveral thorny Negotiations. . 

The Proteſtants were now become extremely formidable 
in Germany ; for upon publiſhing the Decree of the Diet of 
Spire, they formed, as it was very natural for them to do, a 
League for- their own Preſervation ; which, from the Place 
where it was concluded, had the Title of the League of Smal- 
cala, and makes a great Figure in the German Hiſtory. The 
Emperor going to Bologna to be crowned by the Pope, had 
z very ſerious Conference with him upon this Subject; in 
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which he preſſed him to call while it was yet Time, a gene- 
ral Council for the Reformation of the Church, as the ſureſt 
and moſt effectual Means for remedying theſe Diſorders; the 
Miſchiefs attending which he forefaw, and repreſented in the 


ſtrongeſt Colours. But his Holineſs was of a different Opi- p f 


nion; he thought that this was being too complaiſant to He- 
reticks; and therefore inſiſted that they ſhould be compelled 
to Obedience, in which the Emperor acquieſeed, but reſo]- 
ved to do it in his own Method. r en 20 

On his Return therefore to Germany, he ſummoned a Diet 
to be held at Augsbourg on the eighth of April 1530; where 
the Proteſtants appeared, and preſented a Confeſſion of their 
Faith, ſhewing plainly that they adhered to- tlie true Church 
of Chrift ; and that they rejected only the Superſtitions of the 
Church of Rome, which were of late Date, and; fo far from 
being authoriſed 'by, that they were incompatible with the 
Goſpel. This however was fo far from having the deſigned 
Effe& of procuring Peace and true Liberty of Conſcience, 
that it brought about quite the contrary. 11.0347 

In that Diet an Edict was framed for reſtoring all Things 
to their former State, and for maintaining the Church, that 
is, the Church of Rome, by the Secular Army ſo that the 
Proteſtants faw themſelves obliged either to part with their 
Religion or defend it, and they choſe the latter- This open- 
ed along and bloody War in the Empire ; in which at firſt 
the Emperor was ſucceſsful ; for in the Battle of Mulberg 
he defeated the Confederate Army, and made the famous 

hn Frederick Elector of Saxony, who was at their Head, 

riſoner. bs RE, 

"He ſoon after got into his Hands the Landgrave of Heſe, 


by an Artifice of the famous Cardinal Grenvelle, a great Poli- | 


tician, but one of the wickedeſt Men of that Age; who by 
changing a Letter in the ſafe Conduct given to that Prince, 
furniſhed the Emperor with a Pretence for detaining him ; 
which how much ſoever it might be for his Intereſt; was ne- 
vertheleſs detrimental to his Honour, He carried thoſe two 
illuftrious Princes about with him, and thereby ſo terrified 
the Proteſtants, that they began to fall off from their League ; 
and by drawing over Prince Maurice of Saxony to his Party, 
by the Hopes of granting him the Inveſtiture of his Couſin's 


Dominions, under Pretence that his War againſt the Elector 


of Saxony was founded on Motives of State, and not of Re- 
ligion, he divided them ftill more; and by befieging ſome of 


the Imperial Cities that had taken their Part, he frighted then | 


into fuch Compoſitions, as coſt them much more Money = 
| wou 
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would hays been neceſſity to have ſecured their Freedom, 
by ſupporting the Confederacy into which they had entered 
for that Purpoſes 
The City of Magdebourg alone maintained firm to its Eu- 
gech ellts its Inhabitants reſolying to hazard their Lives and 
— rather than their Conſciences; and thoſe generous 
Sentimentꝭ uf theirs enabled them to make a long and vigorous 
Defence, which afforded the Proteſtants Time ta recover theit 
Spirits, -and* to conſider of Ways and Means for reſtoring 
= Affalrs, and obtaining the free Exerciſe of their Religi- 
This was the firſt great Criſis of what was called 
_ but which in — — bettet to be ſtiled the old 
Religion; and if the Inhabitants of Magdebourg had been leſs 
$ealous; or to Tpeak plainly,” if Providerice Had not — 
them to triumph by their Conftancy over all the ur, as well 
as over tie ſuperior Forces of their Enemies, Papal Authority 
would have by the'Sword all that it had loſt, in Con- 
ſequence of that gentrat Reception the Arguments of Luther 
and h8'F6lfowers had met with throughout all Gem. 
From hence by the Way, the Reader may diſcern two 
Points of very great Conſequence in Politleks, 15 630 is, that 
religious * & are much more capable of ſuſtaining and 
e «frm + firm and determined Coutage thah either political 
eyes of Intereſt; which mould induce Stateſ- 
men to be vtry cautious of rumiing down ns ek in general, 
which can never have an 4 —# Fe than , corrupting and 
daſtardizing fuch'is re d into theſe 10ofe' Sentimiettes ; 
for the is fl ThfaMfible Ma at he whd des not think 
Ä #eeoutitable to God, will never do any thing bebe by 
— 
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of '« Maw, The /eond;"that Firmneſs and Reel 
a — elt Bee of 9 5 will, generally 

Serels, and chat f vently beyqnd the Reach 1 05 
Probability” ; To that in 3 good Caufe, Men ought ſeldom of 
nevet- 87 58 but rather confitſer hy ow they h 
— wo God and their Country, and Nee t 
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"Th eb K 1 Ml IS falle step he dad taken 
u not ſuppörtihg the Proteſtants' In time, and therefote re- 
loved to repufr his Etrvr"# it Was poſſible, by ſending them 
powerfal'Buctours; provided he Was ſute they would not come 
too late "He firſt ehitered Arto Thtrigues ' with their Qs, 
and fiading they Wete beginning to recover their Spirits, and 
That they were yet able to raiſe great Numbers of Men, he 
Teqt them conſiderable Bums of Money; and next attempted 
the 
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the Fidelity of Maurice, to whom the Emperor had given the 
Inveſtiture of the Electorate of Saxony, and who then com- 
manded his Army before the City of Magdebourg. That Prince 
was a great Politician, and foreſeeing the Dangers to which 
he might be expoſed, in caſe the Proteſtants were: cruſh'd, he 
reſolved to aſſt them ; firſt, by protracting the Siege, and, 
when they had gather'd a Force ſufficient to ſupport him, to 
declare openly. in their Favour.., PRE 
le executed this Scheme with ſuch Dexterity. and Succeſs, 
that he conſtrain'd the Emperor, to retire into Tyrol, and was 
very near ſeizing his Perſon at Iaſpruct; from whence he 
was obliged to make his Eſcape with the utmoſt Preeipitation 
to Villaco, in the Dominions of the State of Venice. The 
French, who aſſiſted the Proteſtants merely with a View to 
their, own Intereſt, in hopes of recovering the Duchy of Milan, 
and ſeizing ſome Places that lay convenient for them in Ger- 
many, found themſelves deceived in their Expectations by the 
Wiſdom of the Emperor, and the publick Spirit of Maurice 
of Saxony; for the former having given full Powers to Fer- 
dinand King of the Romans, to treat of a Peace upon the 
beſt Terms on which it could be had, it was yery ſqon con- 
cluded, by a Treaty ſign' d on the 2d of Auguſt 1552, which, 
from the Place where it was negotiated, was call'd the: Pacifi- 
cation of Paſſin'; and the French were intirely excluded, of 
which they complain'd highly, and charged, Prince Maurice 
with the greateſt Pecfidy.,  ,., oo 
But the Truth of the Matter is, that when the Elector diſ- 
cover'd the real Deſigns of the French, and ſaw likewiſe:bow 
much they tended to the Ruin, of Germany, he thought that 
no Engagements could bind him to concur in Meaſures tend- 
ing to the Deſtruction of his Country; in which. he certainly 
aRted like a good Patriot and a Man of Senſe, deceiy'd the De- 
ceiyers, put an End to the Troubles of the, Empire, and ſe- 
Cured to the Prateſtants what they fought for, the Freedom of 
their Conſciences, and the. Liberty of exerciſing their Religion. 
Ide Reſentment which the Emperor had of the Behaviour 
of France upon this Oceſiaon, en him in a War with 
that Cong, and, which plainly ſhew'd bis great Capacity), 
he brought oper to his Service the greateſt Part of that very 
Army, by which he had been driven into 2; and having 
done this, he march'd directly to recover Metz, which was 
one of the Places the French bad ſeiz d, and into which the 
Duke of Nile, threw bimſelf with an Army, rather than a 
.Garfiſop 3, by. which the Place was preſerved, and the Em- 
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Perar farce9.to-rgueat ; which put him in Mind of a Devgn 
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had form'd when at Inſpruct, of quitting all his Dignities, 

— retiring for the 5 — of bis Days to a private Life. 

This, one would have thought, might have been eaſily exe- 
cuted ; but the Emperor judged otherwiſe. 

He reſolved to ſhew himſelf in that, as well as in all other 
Things, an Hero and a Stateſman ; and therefore there were 
many Points which he reſolved to ſee ſettled before he abdi- 
cated the Thrones of the Empire and of Spain. He was con- 
triving in his own Mind, how to weaken the Force of the 
Proteſtants ; but before he had ſix d upon a Scheme, that was 
likely to be attended with Succeſs, the Proteſtants did his 
Work without his Interpoſition ; for the Hatred between 
Maurice of Saxony and Albert of Brandenburgh roſe to ſuch an 
Height, that it came at laſt to a deciſive Battle, in which the 
Army of the former got the Victory, tho? their Chief was 
kill'd ; and Albert, who was defeated, found no other way 
to preſerve himſelf but b 1 His Brother Augu/tus, who 
ſucceeded Maurice in the ectorate of Saxony, became. ſo 
firmly attach'd to the Emperor, that he had no longer any 
Cauſe to be apprehenſive of Dangers in Germany. 

He then march'd into the Low Countries with a powerful 
Army to expel the French ; and while he was carrying on the 
War there, he meditated and accompliſh'd another | 
Deſign, which was the Marriage of his Son Philip with Ma- 
ry Queen of England, and Daughter to Henry VIII. which 
took Effect in Fuly 1554, and confirm'd the Emperor in the 
Reſolution he had taken to reſign his Domigions to his Son, 
in order to which he was willing to haye concluded a Peace 
with France ; but finding that after a Jong Negotiation im- 
R he reſolved to proceed to what was intirely in his 

wn Power. | | | 

It is neceſſary, for the Sake of Perſpicuity, to treat this 
Affaic of his Reſignations more at large, becauſe many Wri- 
ters confound their Readers Notions about it, by ive lin 


it as a ſingle Act; whereas the Emperor made three diſtingt 
Reſignations, which deſerve to be conſider d. In the firſt, 
which was perform'd with great Solemnity at_Bruſſels on the 
28th of October 1555, he declar'd his Son. Grand Maſter of 
the Order of the Golden Fleece, and Sovereign of the Seven- 
teen Provinces of the Low Countries. In the ſecond, to 
Months after, he reſign'd to him all his Hereditary Domini- 
ons ; but ſtill reſerved to himſelf the Empire, with a View 
to have ſecured that likewiſe, if it had been practicable, fot 
King Philip ; and the Method by which he propoſed to ſuc- 
ceed in his Deſign, was this: | | 

| | | ; | He 
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He labout'd to perſuade his Brother Ferdinand, King of ⁵⁶ 
the Nyman to conſent that Philip ſhould be elected to that 
Dignlty, in conſideration of his reſigning the Empire to Fer- 
dinand, But this Project, tho" 1 with great Secrecy 
ard Addreſs, fail'd of Succeſs by the Aſſiduity of the Arch- 
duke Maximilian, Son to King Ferdinand, who traverſed 
all the Empervr's' Entieavouts for that Purpoſe, and Tecur'd 
ths Sucteffion to himſelf. A whole Year was ſpun out in this 
manner; and then the Emperor ſent William Prince of 
Orange, attended by the Vice- chancellor of the Empire, and 
his dyn Secretary, to carry his Reſignation to his Brother Fer- 
Mnand, which fooh put an End to that Affair. Charles ſoon 
uftetwards made à Voyage to Spain, where he reſolyed to 
spend the Remaijiter of his Days in a Monaſtery. 
At Nuliadolſ he paſs'd a few Days in taking Leave of the 
Ladies, and ſomę Perſons of Diſtinction, who came to pay 
their Reſpekts to hit. Amotigf the reſt came his Fool, t 
eſter, Par d San Erbaut, who, upon ſeeing the Emperor | 
e a low Bow, could not help ayings Stre, you are very 
complaiſant tv — off your Hat to me; is it to Jhew that you 
ur nb longer Emperor ? No, Pedro, anſwer'd that Prince | 
tavely, it is becauß I duve now nothing in my Power to give 
t this Mark of Civility,. We may collect from this | 
Anlwer, that he began already to be chagrin'd on the Subject 
bf His Abditatzon. He retired bowever, as he propoſed, to 
x Chhvtnt of H72Y0nbmiter, where he died on the 2 iſt of d- 
nber 15 15 At the Cloſe of the ſecond Year after his Reſig- 
nation. © By the Matmer in which he parted with his Domi- 
nions, he created two different Branches of the Houſe of 4u- 
Min, viz. the Spaniſh and the German. Of the former we 
ſball ſpeak in itspraper Place, at preſent it is our Buſineſs to 
purſue and 5 the Hiſtory of the latter. "I 
*' Perfinind I. the younger Brother of the Emperor Chart: 
V. wa$Sotn inthe Year 1503, and was a Prince of a mild 
Diſpoſition, very learned hiniſelf, and a Lover of learned 
en. Te martied the Princeſs Arn, Daughter of Liadiſun 
5. AMungech; and In her Right, on the Death of ber Wy 
cala that Crown, "as well as Bohemia, in 1526. He ob- il 
oe hab: of the latter immedlately; but the Fare 
WHICH oppofetf Him in the formet call'd in the "Turks, whi 
gave Rife to . long and bloody War. In 1631, his Brother 
#12; ptocuted Him the Title of King of the Romans, not- 
wyrchſtanding vigorous Oppoſition made thereto by the Elec- 
tor of Saxony. The two Brothers, however, 8 | 
EY on 
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FleAion in very different Lights. Charles intended that his 
Brother ſhould hold it no longer than till his own Son Philip 
was of Age ; whereas Ferdinand look'd upon this Promoti- 
on as the firſt Step to ſecuring the Imperial Dignity for his 
own Family, 
He was in this Reſpect a very wiſe and cautious Prince, and 
never neglected any Opportunity of enlarging his Dominions. 
In ConjunRion with the other Princes of the Empire, he had 
expell'd Ulric Duke of Virtemberg from his Dominions ; but 
n 5349 by the Aſſiſtance of the Landgrave of Heſſe, he 
recover d the Poſſeſſion of them; and the ſame Year Ferd:- 
nand came to an Agreement with this Prince, that in caſe his 
Family in the Male Line ſhould fail, his Duchy (one of the 
moſt conſiderable in the Empire) ſhould fall to the Houſe of 
LAuftria. 8 
When F-bn-Frederick Duke of Saxony was depcived of his 
Electorate, and put under the Ban of the Empire, the Em- 
Wpcror at the ſame Time keeping him cloſe Priſoner, Ferdinand 
orm'd Pretenſions upon ſeveral Cities in his Dominions 
which be pretended belong'd of Right to his Kingdom of Bo- 
$i; and tho' he did not prevail ſo far as to keep thoſe Ci- 
ies, yet Maurice Elector of Saxony found it requiſite to yield 
he Duchy of Sagan in Sileſa, by way of Equivalent. 

In 15 50, the Emperor Charles V. preſſed him very hard to 
eſign the Title of King of the Romans to bis Son Philip, and 
aually held a Diet for that Purpoſe. But Ferdinand bad ac- 

quired ſo great an Intereſt amongſt the Princes of the Em- 
ire, that his Brother could not have carried his Point, even 
f he had forced him to reſign, In the Year 1555, he ſettled 
he Religious Diſputes in the Empire, at a Diet held for that 
Purpoſe at Augsbourg. The Year following he ſucceeded, by 
is Brother's Reſignation, to the Imperial Dignity ; which 
eas confirm'd by a kind of ſecond Election at Frankfort in 
be Month of March 1558. 

Paul the IVth, who was then Pope, took this very ill, 
ad abſolutely refuſed to acknowledge him for Emperor, which 
owever had not the Effect that he expected; for Ferdinand 
eeing inform'd that he had denied Audience to his Ambaſſa- 
ors, he ſent them Inſtructions to leave Rome in three Days, 
caſe the Pope continued in that Diſpoſition, which they 
ccordingly did. But his Succeſſor Pius IV. as ſoon as he ai- 
ended the Pontifical Throne, own'd the Emperor, and fo 
ot an End to that Diſpute ; which however gave ſuch a 
ound to the Papal Authority as hath never been cured, all 
blequent Emperors having treated the Recognition of the 
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Pope as a thing of little or no Conſequence, and by its having 
been conſtantly granted ſince, is now in reality become ſo, 
He govern'd the Empire with great Wiſdom and Mild. 
neſs, till the Year 1564, in which he died, in the 61ſt Ver 
of his Age, and the ninth Year of his Reign. = 
He had three Sons, Maximilian, Ferdinand, and Charly, 
The firſt had the Kingdoms of Hungary and Bohemia, and 
the Duchy of Auſtria; the ſecond, Tyrol and the Exterior 
Auſtria ; the third, Stiria, Carinthia, and Carniola, Ferdi- 
nand married a Lady much beneath him in Birth, by whom 
he had two Sons, Charles and Andrew, who for that Reaſon 
were excluded the Succeſſion ; only Charles had the Marqui- 
fate of Burgaw ; and Andreu becoming an Eccleſtaftic, ob- 
tain'd the Bifhoprick of Con ſtance, and afterwards a Red Hat, 
with the Title of Cardinal of Auſtria. Maximilian and | 
Charles divided the German Line of Auſtria into two Branches, 
viz. that of Bohemia, and that of Stiria. 
Maximilian II. was a Prince of Spirit and Vigour. He 
ron Spain in Quality of Viceroy, when he heard the 
ews of his Uncle's endeavouring to procure his Son Pr 
to be elected King of the Romans; upon which he haſten'd in- 
to Germany, together with the Infanta Maria, whom he bad 
eſpouſed, and was very inſtrumental in defeating of that De- 
ſign. In 1562, he brought his own Election to bear in the 
Diet of Frankfort ; and the ſame Year was crown'd King of 3 
the Romans, of Babemia, and Hungary, He ſucceeded he 
Father two Years after, and governed the Empire with great | 
Wiſdom and Equity. His War with the Prince of Tranji- } 
vania brought on another with the Turks, in which he was 
not very ſucceſsful ; which inclin'd him to admit of a Trucs, 
or Ceſſation of Arms, with their Emperor Solyman, which 
he faithfully adher'd to; and could not be brought, either 
by the Pope or the Yenetians, to break it. | 
He was naturally inclin'd to a peaceable Life, and was very 
far from deſiring to oppreſs any of the Princes or States 
of the Empire, which he thought unworthy of his Dignity. 
Yet he was forced into a War with Fohn-Frederick Duke of n; 
Sare- Gotha, on a very ſingular Occaſion. There was one |, - 
William de Grombach, a Man of a noble Family in Franconia, 
who had ſeryed in the Troops of Albert of Brandenburg, li 
and afterwards became a kind of Soldier of Fortune; and e tio. 
ther from Motives of Intereſt or Ambition, was guilty of « WWF - 
very black Action, viz, the aſſaſſinating Melchior de Zabel, 
Biſhop of M uriæbourg. = | 
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His Goods were ſeiz'd, and his Eſtate confiſcated on this 
Account, and he obliged to conceal himſelf, ſometimes in 
one Part of Germany, and ſometimes in another, to avoid 
further Puniſhment. At laſt, growing weary of this Vaga- 
bond Life, he aſſembled a Body of men, ſurpriz'd the City of 
Iurtzbourp, diſarm'd the Inhabitants, pillag'd the Churches, 
raviſh'd the Nuns; and, after all theſe Acts of Violence, 
forced the Gentry and Clergy to aſſemble, and declare him in- 
nocent of the Biſhop's Murder, and to reſtore him to his Eſtate 
both perſonal and real ; as alſo to take an Oath to defend 
him againſt all who ſhould attempt any thing to his Preju- 
dice, even if it were the Emperor himſelf. 

Maximilian look'd upon this as an Indignity done to the 
Empire, and therefore procur'd a Reſolution in the Diet of 
Augsbourg, that all whe had any Concern in ſurprizing 
Wurtzbourg, ſhould be deliver'd up to juſt Puniſhment ; for 
this Action was done in the Time of his Father Ferdinand, 
and he had put Grambach under the Ban of the Empire, who 
thereupon retired to the Duke of Saxe-Getha, who, not con- 
tented with the giving him Protection, declar'd him his Pri- 
vy-Counſellor; upon which the Emperor put the Duke 
likewiſe under the Ban of the Empire, and committed the 
Execution of the Sentence to Augu/ius Elector of Saxony; 
who, after trying fair Means to no Purpoſe, at length be- 
ſieg d Gotha, and took it. The Duke being ſent Priſoner ta 
the Emperor, was depriv'd of his Dominions, and confin'd 
or Life; a Judgment ſevere in itſelf, but fo juſt, that it drew 
no Imputation upon Maximilian. 

He was far from being a Bigot in Religion, as appears from 
bis granting the free Exerciſe of their Religion to bis Proteſtant 
ubjects in Auſtria, and by his publickly blaming the Pariſi- 
Wor Maſſacre, tho committed by the Authority of his Son- in- 

Law Cbarles IX. of France. His Juſtice and other Royal 
Virtues induced many of the Poli/þ Nobility to elect him for 
their King; but Stephen Batori Prince of Tranfilvania, having 
a ſtronger Party, ſupplanted him, and held that Kingdom, 
notwithſtanding all the Endeavours of the Emperor to recover 
bis Rights. He died in the Year 15976, at Augsbourg, where 
Pc had aſſembled a Diet, of a violent Palpitation at the Heart; 
which, it is ſuſpected, was occaſſoned by a Doſe of Poiſon 
given him by the Cardinal de Granvelle, whom we have men- 
tion'd before, as a Man very capable of ſuch an Action. 

This Monarch, by the Infanta Maria, Daughter to Charles 
= + had a numerous Poſterity : viz. Rodolph, who ſucceeded = 
im; Erneſt, Governor of 1 Low Countries, born in 155 + 
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and who died in 1595 3 Matthias, who ſucceeded his Bro- 
ther Rodolph in the Empire; Maximilian, Great Maſter of 
the Teutonick Order, afterwards elected King of Poland, who 
died in 1618; Albert, born in 1597, who was firſt an Eccle- 
ſiaſtick, and obtain'd a Cardinal's Hat, which afterwards he 
reſign'd; and marrying the Infanta Clara Iſabella Eugenia, 
Daughter to Philip Il. King of Spain, was made Governor 
of the Low Countries, and died in 1621, without Iſſue ; Ann, 
born in 1549, and married in 1570 to Philip II. King of 
Spain; Elizabeth, born in 1554, and married in i570 to 
Charles IX. King of France; and Margaret, born in 1567, 
who lived a Nun, and died in 1633. 

Radolph II. was a Prince of an excellent Diſpoſition, very 
learned himſelf, and à great Encourager of Learning, to 2 
Degree, in the Opinion of many, prejudicial to his Aﬀairs; 
becauſe it led him to ſpend more of his Time amongſt his 
Books, and with his learned Friends, than the Affairs of Go- 
vernment would permit-z but in other Reſpects he was a very 
wiſe and worthy Prince, one deſirous of living quiet him- 
ſelf, and of maintaining the Peace of the Empire, without 
attempting upon the Rights of others. He was King of the 
Romans at the Time of his Father's Deceaſe, and ſo fucceed- 
ed of Courſe, without any new Election; and had been 
crown'd King of Hungary in 1572, and of Bohemia in 1575, 
2 his Power was great, and his Dominions very exten- 

ve. 8 n | 

He came to the Empire in a very difficult JunQure, becauſe 
of the Differences about Religion. He forced Gerhard 
Truſches, Archbiſhop of Cologne, who turn'd Proteſtant, and 
married Agnes Counteſs-of Mansfield, to quit his Dominions. 
By a Truce of hfteen Years he prevented the Conſequences of 
the Quarrel betwixt the Cardinal of L5rrain and Fohn-George 
Marquis of Brandenburgh, who were both choſen Biſhops of 
Strasbourg; the former by the:-Popiſh Canons, and the latter 
by the Proteſtants. - After the Death of Count John Man- 

ſcheid, to prevent a War that might have been occaſion d 
by the Succeſſion of the Juliers, he would have ſequeſter'd 
that Duchy; but the Pretenders to that Succeſſion oppoſed 
it. The Proteſtants concluded an Aſſociation, which they 
call'd Tye Un1oN, in 1609, of which Frederick V. Elec- 
tor Palatine, was Chief. The Papiſts made a Confederacy 
for nine Years among themſelves at Y/urtzbourg, which they 
call'd THE LEAGUE. 1 

The Imperialiſts were engaged in a War with the Turks 
from 1549 to 1606, when they took ſeveral Towns, and 
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committed great Ravages. Rodolph demanded Afiftance of 
the Princes, and made a League with the Prince of Tran/i/- 
vania, which had very untoward Conſequences. His Army 
however fought the Turks, who had taken Aoria, and detea- 
ted them; but being too intent upon the Plunder, the Turks 
rallied, and ' deſtroyed many of them. During this War, 
Philip Emanuel of Lorrain, Duke of Mercœur, General of 
the Imperial Army, made the famous Retreat of Caniſa. He 
granted the free Exerciſe of their Religion to the Proteſtants 
of Bohemia, at the Requeſt of the Elector of Saxeny ; but he 
took away the fame Privilege from his Subjects in Auſtria, 
which, as we have obſerved, was granted them by his Father ; 
but it was believed this proceeded. from Political rather than 
Religious Motives, e ety 

He would have.taken Advantage of the Diſputes about the 
Succeſſion to the Duchy of Cleves, in order to have ſecured 
it to his own Family; and with, that View ſent his Couſin, 
the Archduke Lezpold, to take Poſſeſſion of it; but the 
Princes of Germany, and the neighbouring Powers, con- 
curr'd to defeat this Deſign 1 Wat the Succeſſion was pre- 
ſerved to the Families of Brandenburgb and Newburgh, tho' 
the Emperor made a Decree in Favour, of the Houſe of Saxa- 
ny. But what chiefly diſturb'd the Emperor's Repoſe, was 
the Party form'd againſt him by his Brother tlie Archduke 
Matthias ; who perſuaded himſelf that the Emperor intended 
to defeat him of his Succeſſion, in Favour of his Couſins the 
Archdukes Ferdinand and Leopold. r 

Being full of this Jealouſy, he form'd ſuch a Faction againſt 
Radolph, that in 1608 he found himſelf obliged to yield up 
Hungary and Auſtria to the Arch-duke ; which was. ſo far 
from procuring that Quiet which he deſired, that on the con- 
trary-it made the Arch-duke more uneaſy and importunate; 
ſo that in 161 , he forced from him the Kingdom of Bohr- 
mia; and then forming a Party, in order to his being elected 
King of the Romans, this had ſuch an Effect upon the Em- 
peror, that he died in January 1612, of a broken Heart, He 
was never married; but had ſeveral Natural. Chilgfen., His 
Inclination to Books, and great Application to Chymif 
tho” they diſturb'd his Aﬀairs, were far enough from exhauſt- 
ing his Coffers, in which he left a lager Treaſure than avy 
of bis Predeceſſors had polleſs'd, or ahy of his Succeſlorg have 
been ſince able to collect, amounting in ready Money and 
Jewels to ſeventeen Millions of Florins. +»: ©. 
Matthias King of Hungary and Bohzmia, ſueceeded his 
Brother, notwithſtanding a ſtrong Party was formed againſt 
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bim. His. Reign was a continual Scene of Troubles and 
Uneaſineſs, occaſioned chiefly by Religious Diſputes ; for 
there were now three powerful Factions in the Empire, all 
covering their private and ambitious Views with the plauſible 
Pretence of Religion. The Papi/ts formed what they called 
a Catholick League, at the Head of which was the Elector of 
Bavaria. The Proteflants of the Augsbourg Profeſſion, or 
Lutherans, had for their Head the Elector of Saxony; and 
the Calvini/ts, or as they ſtiled themſelves the Reformed, find- 
ing there was no Security to be had but by ſome ſuch League, 
framed a Confederacy likewiſe, to which they gave the Title 
of the Evangelick Union; at the Head of which were the 
Elector Palatine and the Landgrave of Heſſe. | 

The Emperor now fully experienced all thoſe Difficulties 
which he had taken Pains to excite in the Days of his Bro- 
- ther, and found it a very unpleaſant Taſk for himſelf to go 


through, as being able to ſhew no Countenance or Favour } 
to one Party without inflaming and exaſperating the reſt; | 


neither was it long before theſe Religious Differences, which 


diſturbed and diſtracted the Empire, began to ſpread them- | 
ſelves into his Hereditary Dominions ; to which the Haugh- * 


tineſs of his own Spirit, and the Errors of his Government, 
gave but too much Encouragement, and afforded Malecon- 
| tents too many Grounds for Complaint. Inſtead of being 
more vigilant and active upon theſe Accounts, Matthias grew 
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more averſe to Buſineſs, and left it in the Hands of Cardinal 


' Kleſar, who was his Chief Miniſter and Favourite. 


. He diſputed the Right of naming the Prince of Tranſilva- | 

nia with the Turki/b Emperor Amurath ; but at laft made 2 
twenty Year's Peace with him. He preferred the Archduke | 
Ferdinand his Couſin, to Philip TIT. of Spain his Nephew, | 


to be his Heir, out of his natural Averſion to the Spaniards, 2 
* Point which deſerves great Notice. He regulated the Succel- 
 fion at Prague in 1617, by the Advice of Archduke Maxim 


lian his Brother; and at the fame Time a ſecret Treaty was | 


made betwixt Philip III. of Spain and the Archduke Ferdi- 
_ nand ; by which Philip quitted to Ferdinand and his Hein 
Male, the Hereditary Countries that ſhould fall to him by the 
' Emperor's Death, on Condition that the Daughters of the 


Branch of Spain ſhould be preferred to thoſe of the Houſe of 


Germany. At this Time happened the Revolt of Bohemia, 
-| becauſe the Emperor's Miniſters invaded the Laws and Pri- 
vileges granted them by Rodolpbus the Second, for their Re- 
ligion and Liberty. —— _ 
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The Emperor aſſembled the States of Prague, where his 


M.iniſters ſo provoked the People, that they threw them out 


of the Windows of the Caſtle ; by which however they re- 
ecived no Hurt. After that they choſe new Magiſtrates, took 
up Arms, and publiſhed a Manifeſto to juſtify their Proceed- 
ings. The Emperor publiſhed another, and his Council, in or- 
der to accommodate Matters, were for turning out his Fa- 
vourite Kleſar, who was hated by the Bohemians. But the 
Emperor being againſt it, the Archdukes Maximilian and Fer- 
dinand ſent him Priſoner to Tirol by their own Authority, 
The Emperor however went on with the War, but the Bo- 
hemians being much more diligent, raiſed thirty thouſand 
Men un.er Count Mansfield, and took ſeveral Towns; upon 
which the Emperor's Troops entered the Country, and com- 
mitted ſuch Cruelties as moved ſeveral neighbouring Princes 
and States to pity the Bohemians, and intercede for them in 
the Name of all the Proteſtants of the Empire; who alſo laid 
their Grievances before him, and complained that he gave 
the Command of his Army to Strangers, ſworn Enemies to 
their Religion, which ſhewed there was a Deſign rather to 
deſtroy them than to redreſs their Complaints. 

They made Application to ſeveral ot the Electors to en- 
deavour to procure an Accommodation. But the Duke of 
Bavaria, who loved to fiſh in troubled Waters, prevented 
it, The Emperor at laſt began to grow weary of the War 
and Fatigue, and refigned the Kingdoms of Hungary and 
Bohemia to his Brother Ferdinand. Soon after by his Grief 
for the Loſs of the Archduke Maximilian and the Empreſs, 
he fell into a Diſtemper, and died the twentieth of March 
1619 leaving his Succeſſor embroiled in a War of thirty 
Years Continuance. 

He eſpouſed Ann of Auſtria, Daughter to the Archduke 
Ferdinand, by whom he had no Iſſue ; ſo that all the Labour 
and Pains he had beſtowed in endeavouring to ſecure the Em- 
pire to his Poſterity, were vain and to no Purpoſe. But he 
was more ſucceſsful in his Endeavours on the Behalf of the 
Archduke Ferdinand, whom he procured to be elected King 
of Bohemia, and afterwards of Hungary, and thereby made 
Way for his ſucceeding him in the Empire, tho“ he was not 
2 little jealous of his Power ; and therefore ſtipulated that 
he ſhould not meddle with the Affairs of the Empire during 
his Life; whence it may be juſtly affirmed, as he made it his 
Buſineſs to trouble his Brother's Reign on the Score of his 
own Pretenſions, ſo he enjoyed as little Peace while he held 
the Imperial Dignity, the Power of which he labourtd great- 
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ly to extend, and thereby encreaſed thoſe Troubles with 
Which Germany was vex'd in his Time, and which roſe ſtill 
higher after his Deceaſe, as the Reader will ſee in the Ac- 
count of the next Reign. | | 
Ferdinand III. mounted the Throne at a very critical Con- 
juncture, and became Emperor of Germany at the very In- 
ſtant almoſt, that the Bohemians determined that he ſhould 
no longer be their King, They charged bim with the moſt 
flagrant Breaches of the Laws, with violating the Privileges 
of his Subjects, and thereby loſing all Title to rule over them; 
for which Reaſon they folemnly depoſed him, and offered 
their Crown to the King of Denmar4, the Duke of Savvy, 
and the Elector of Saxony, who all very wiſely refuſed it; 
but Frederick V. Elector Palatine, being vreſſed thereto by 
his Wiſe, the Daughter of our King James, accepted it, in 
hopes of being aſſiſted by ſeveral great Princes. 
But engaging unluckily in a Battle with all his Forces, he 
was totally defeated at Veiſenberg, near Prague, on the 18th 
of November 1620. This Defeat not only coſt him his new 
Kingdom, but his Hereditary Dominions, which were given 
by the Emperor to Maximilian Duke of Bavaria in 1623. 
The Proteſtants, aſtoniſhed at this Blow, began to form a . 
Confederacy for their own Security ; the Princes of the lower 
Saxony alſo joining themſelves ro the King of Denmark, ven- 
tured to act openly againſt him; upon which the Emperor's 
General Count Tl: attacked that Prince, and routed his 
Forces, proſecuting this Victory with ſuch Effect, that the 
King of Denmark was glad to make his Peace upon the beſt 
Terms he could obtain in 1629, which were indeed very in- 
different. | 
The Emperor's good Fortune had an Effect but too com- 
mon amongſt Princes, it induced him to flatter himſelf with 
the Hopes of erecting an abſolute and ſovereign Power in 
Germany ; and therefore the very ſame Year, he publiſhed an 
Edict, that the Proteſtants ſhould reſtore all the Eccleſiaſtical 
Livings they had ſeized ſince the Pacification of Paſſaw. The 
Hiſtory of theſe Troubles, and of this War, is a Point of 
the greateſt Importance towards the thorough Underſtanding 
of the Hiſtory of Europe even at this Day ; for it changed 
the whole Face of Affairs, and produced a new Syſtem, 
which it is abſolutely requiſite the Reader ſhould comprehend, 
in order to his becoming Maſter of thoſe Diſputes in the Em- 
pics: which then engaged the Attention of all Europe, and 
ave never failed to engage them as often as they have been 


Tenewed from that Time to this, 
The 
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The Emperor, who as we before obſerved, had given the 
Palatinate to the Duke of Bavaria, ſuppoſed that he had 
thereby ſecured him and all the Papiſts firmly to his Intereſts ; 
and he alſo thought, that by giving the Marquiſate of Luſa- 
ia to the Elector of Saxony, he had ſecured him likewiſe, 
and ſo had the reſt of the Proteſtants at his Mercy. In all 
Probability he would ſearce have been deccived in bis Expec- 
tations, if the latter had not called to ti eir Aſſiſtance a Prince 
of whom he had then but little Jealouſy or Fear. 

They held for this Purpoſe a general Aſſembly at Leipſſet, 
wherein after mature Deliberation on the diſtreſſed State of 
their Affairs, they came at laſt to a Reſolution of applying 
themſelves to the King of Sweden, at that Time the brave 
Guftauus Adolphus, who had various Reafons to liſten to their 
Propoſals : For in the firſt Place, the Imperialiſts had already 
carried their Arms as far as the Baltic, ſo that they were 
become formidable to him as Neighbours ; next, they had 
aſſiſted the Poles during the Time in which he was engaged 
in a War againſt them, and ſo were his Enemies; and be- 
fides theſe and ſome other inferior Motives, as a zealous Pro- 
teſtant he could not be a calm Spectator of the Ruin of that 
Intereſt in the Empire. Upon theſe Motives therefore, and 
the Aſſurances he had received of Aſſiſtance both from the 
French and Dutch, who with great Reaſon were become very 
jealous of the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, he determined 
to enter Germany with an Army, which accordingly he did 
in 1630, tho' that Army was very ſmall. | 

The Elector of Saxony ſeeing plainly, that his Ruin muſt 
be included in that of the Proteſtants, fell off from the Em- 
peror, and his Forces having joined the Swedes, in Conjune- 
tion with them attacked and defeated the Imperial General 
Till, in the firſt Battle of / eipſſet, by the Loſs of which the 
Emperor was at once deprived of the Fruits of all thoſe 
Victories which he had obtained in the Space of ten Years. 
After this, the Swedes marched towards the Rhine, and, as 
we have ſhewed in a former Article, had all the Succeſs that 
could be expected; but the EleQor of Saxony did not proſe- 
cute the War with that Vigonr which he ought to have done, 
and this gave the Imperialiſts Time to recover themſelves, 
and to gain ſome Advantages in their Turn.  Gu/tavus 
however, leaving all Things ſafe behind him, marched di- 
rectly into Bavaria, where he attacked Count Tilli at the 
Head of his numerous Army, and after an obſtinate Engage- 

ment defeated it, chiefly by his own wiſe Conduct, and the 
great Intrepidity of the Swediſh Troops, both Horſe and F _ 
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In this Battle Count 77¼li was dangerouſly wounded, and 
being carried to Ingolſtadt, died there four Days afterwards, 


The Emperor, whoſe Affaits were now in a very dangerous 
Condition, gave the Command of his Armies to Count al- 
teflein, the ableſt General in his Service, who marched with 
a new Army into Bavaria, in hopes of ſurpriſing the Swedes 
and their Allies; but Gy/favus wiſely entrenched himſelf in 
a ſtrong Camp, within a League of Nuremberg, where be 
amuſed the Imperialiſts till he was joined by the Duke of 
Sare-Meimar, and General Banier, and then divided his Ar- 
my into three Corps, marching himſelf towards Vinſbeim. 
Halleftein thereupon pretended to move towards Bamberg, 
but turned ſhort of a ſudden, and marched back into Saxony, 
Guſtavus foreſaw this, and by very haſty Marches came up 
with them at Lutzen, a ſmall Place in Saxony between _ 
fickand Weiſenfels. He would not fight that Day, that hi 
Army might have Time to recover their Fatigue : but the 
next, which was the ſixteenth of November 1633. he gave 
them Battle, and though in the Beginning of the Action he 
loft his Life, yet his Troops obtained a ſignal and complete 
Victory. 

The Proteſtants were ſo much dejected by the Loſs of this 
Conqueror, that they began to act with leſs Vigour; but the 
Swediſh Generals Horn and Banier continued to behave with 
great Spirit and Reſolution, which contributed to reftore the 
Affairs of their Party, as well as an Accident that could ſcarce 
be foreſeen, which was the Neceſſity the Emperor found him- 
ſelf under of cauſing FWalleftein, whom he had made Duke 

of Fridland, to be aſſaſſinated, on Account of his having 
form'd a Deſign to make himſelf Maſter of the Kingdom of 
Bohenua ; and as he was an Officer of the greateſt Reputatian 
in his Service, that could not but have a very bad Effect upon 
his Affairs, eſpecially at ſo critical a Seaſon. "x 
The Emperor had declared his eldeſt Son Ferdinand King of 
Hungary in 1625, two Years after he was crowned King of 
Bohemia ; and being a young Prince of great Parts and Ex- 
ation, his Father put him at the Head of his Armies, af- 
ter Malleſtein had been taken off in the Manner before men- 
tion'd. He recover'd the Towns of Ratisbon and Donawert, 
and afterwards beſieged Nordlingen ; to the Relief of which 
the Proteſtant Princes, haying join'd their Forces to the 
Swedes, march'd with all the Diligence poſſible, in hopes of 
reſtoring their Affairs by defeating that young Monarch. Up- 
en their Approach he intrench'd his Army, raiſed ſeveral = 
| tet 


| f 171 ] 
teries of Cannon, and made the beſt Diſpoſitions poſſible for 
| giving them a vigorous Reception. 
"The Confederates however attack'd him; but, after a 
long and obſtinate Engagement, they were totally defeated ; 
the Imperialiſts quitting their Lines as ſoon as the Enemy be- 
n to break, and improving their Advantage to the utmoſt, 
cut off the greateſt Part of the Cenfederate Army, and took 
Marſhal Horn Priſoner. This deciſive and important Action 
happen'd November 16, 1634, and was the greateſt Defeat 
the Swedes had received from the Time of their entering 
Germany. The Effects of it were ſuch as might well have 
been expected; for ſeveral of the Proteſtant Princes fell off 
from the League, particularly the Elector of Saxony, and con- 
cluded a ſeparate Peace with the Emperor at Prague in the 
Year 1635 3 the principal Articles of which were, That the 
Reſtitution of the Eſtates of Eccleſiaſticks ſhould be ſuſpend- 
ed for forty Years ; That Magdebourg ſhould be reſtored to 
Duke Auguſtus of Saxony, and Halberſtad to the Archduke 
Leopold; fo that now the Emperor thought he had the Pro- 
teſtants once more at his Mercy. | 
The greateſt Princes and the ableſt Politicians are ſome- 
times miſtaken in their Views, which was the Caſe of the 
Emperor Ferdinand III. in relation to the great Victory gain'd 
by his Son at Nordlingen. He treated the Swedes, and thoſe 
that ſtill remain'd firm to their Alliance, as Perſons abſolutely 
within his Power, and to whom he might preſcribe what 
Terms he pleaſed ; whereas, if upon Terms they would glad- 
ly have accepted he had made Peace at that Time, he might 
certainly have kept the Conditions of it only as far as he plea- 
ſed. War is an hazardous and dangerous Thing, and, till it is 
abſolutely over, there is no knowing who has the better. 
The Swedes had at that Time a Stateſman, whoſe Abilities 
ſaved them and their German Confederates : This was Count 
Oxenſteirn, who undertook to draw the French into the War, 
and, which was more extraordinary, render them firm and 
faithful in the Proſecution of it; in which he ſucceeded fo 
well, that the Emperor finding himſelt at laſt quite tired out, 
and his Subjects in a manner abſolutely exhauſted, reſolved to 
conſent to a Peace upon the beſt Conditions that the Circum- 
ſtances of the Times would allow. | 
The Swedes, on the other hand, were alſo muck diſpoſed 
to a Negotiation, becauſe their own Armies being entirely 
worn out, they bad now only German Troops under Swediſb 
Officers to fight their Battles, and they knew not how ſoon 
theſe People might grow weary of ruining their native Coun- 
l. try, 


1 A 
try, and fighting for them againſt their .Countrymen. The 


T rvubles that about this Time broke out in France, made 
that Crown likewiſe very inclinable to Peace; which being 
the ſole End and Aim, from the Beginning of the War, that 
the Proteſtant Princes in Germany propoſed to themſelves, 
they omitted nothing on their Sides that was neceſſary to 
bring it to a ſpeedy Concluſion. It was this Diſpoſition in all 
the Parties that brought about, in 1648, the famous T' eaty 
of Meſiphalia; by which a reaſonable Satisfaction was given 
to all that had been concern'd in the War, and conſequent- 
ly a Foundation was thereby laid for a ſolid, laſting, and ho- 
nourable Peace. | 
As the Intention of this hiſtorical Deduction is to give the 
Reader, from the Confideration of paſt Events, a perfect In- 
fight into the preſent State of Things, it is abſolutely necef- 
fary that we ſhould inſiſt more particularly upon this Treaty, 
than upon any thing of the ſame Nature that has gone before ; 
becauſe it entirely changed the Face of Affairs not only in 
Germany, but through all Europe, When we ſpeak of it ge- 
nerally, and in its full Extent, it is called the Peace of Mei- 
phaha, tho? ſtrictly ſpeaking, there be really no ſuch Treaty 
exiſting ; and therefore, to underſtand this perfectly, the 
Reader is to obſerve, that the Diſputes with Sweden were firſt 
zegulated by a Treaty concluded at Oſnabrug the 16th of Au- 
gu/t, 1648, by which that Crown acquired certain Provinces 
in the Empire, a Seat in the Imperial Diet, and a conſidera- 
ble Sum in ready Money: Satisfaction being likewiſe given 
to the Elector of Brandenburgh for his Pretenſions, as has 
deen already ſhewn in the Articles of Sweden and Pruſſia ; 
And at the Time this Treaty was concluded, there was a Pro- 
viſo inſerted, That it ſhould be of no Force till another Trea- 
ty, then negotiating, was likewiſe ſign'd and concluded. 
This other Treaty was carried on at Munſter between the 
Empire and France; which was alſo brought to Perfection, 
and ſign'd the 25th of Oclober the fame Year. By this laſt 
Treaty a great Variety of Intereſts was ſettled, The Em- 
peror reſtored to the Elector of Treves all that had been 
taken from him. The Electoral Dignity was confirm'd to 
the Duke of Bavaria, and he had alſo the Upper- Palatinate 
given him; but the Lower Palatinate was reſtored to the 
Elector Palatine ; who, as we have before ſhewn, had been 
. deprived by the Emperor, and a new Electorate was created 


in his Favour. The three Bifhoprieks, and beſt Part of A. 


face, were yielded to France; and, on the other hand, that 
Crown reſtored a great Part of her Conqueſts, But 
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But the moſt material Points, of all that were regulated 
by theſe two Treaties, were the Civil and Religious Rights of 
the Empire. The latter we ſhall have Occaſion to mention 
more at large hereafter ; but with Reſpect to the former, the 
ſhorteſt Method that can be taken is to tranſcribe the eighth 
Article of the Treaty of Oſnabrug, which runs thus. 

% For preventing any Diſputes that may ariſe for the fu- 
« ture in the Political State, all and every of the Electors, 
«« Princes, and States of the Roman Empire, ought to be 
« ſo confirm'd by Virtue of this Treaty, in their ancient 
« Rigits, Prerogatives, Freedom, and Privileges, in the free 
« Exerciſe of their Territorial Rights, in Matters Eccleſiaſti- 
c cal and Political in their Dominions, in their Rights of Re- 
« oale, and in the Poſſeſſion of all theſe Things together, 
that no Perſon may have it in his Power or Choice to give 
4 them actual Moleſtation, on any Pretence whatſoever. 
<< They ſhall, without any Contradiction, enjoy the Rights 
« of -uffrage in all Deliberations concerning the Right of the 
„ Empire, particularly when Laws are to be made or inter- 
« preted, War to be declared, Contributions to be impoſed, 
« Levies of Troops to be made, and their Quarters regulated; 
« new Fortreſſes to be erected in the Name of the Public in 
« the Territories of the States, or Garriſons to be placed in 
cc the old ones; as alſo, when any Treaties of Peace or Alli- 
« ances are to be concluded, or any other Affairs of this Na- 
ce ture to be treated; none of theſe, or others of the like 
« Kind, ſhall be undertaken or permitted without the Suffrage 
c and free Conſent of all the States of the Empire aſſembled 
« in the Diet. They ſhall have, above all Things, the per- 
<< petual Right of making Alliances between themſelves and 
Foreigners, for their own Preſervation and Security; pro- 
cc yided nevertheleſs, that ſuch Alliances are not directed 
5 againſt the Emperor and the Empire, againſt the publick 
« Peace, or againſt the preſent Tranſaction in particular; and 
&« that they do not, in any wiſe, infringe the Oath which 
< they have all taken to the Emperor and Empire.” 

It is to be obſerved, that the Cities of Oſnabrug and Mun- 
flier are both in Weſiphalia, and the two Treaties being united 
by the Proviſo before mention'd, are from thence tiled the 
Peace of Weſtphalia ; but when they are quoted more parti- 
cularly, the Articles are mention'd from the reſpective Trea- 
ties. Hence it is ſaid, that the Peace of //:fphalia is a fun- 
damental Law of the Empire, and with great Propriety : for 
it may be truly ſtiled the Magna Charta of Germany; and 
therefore we need not wonder that the French, who were 


principally concerned in making this Treaty, had * 


[ 174 ] 

the Vanity to ſtrike a Medal upon this Subject; in which the 
Genius of France is repreſented ſtanding by an Altar, on 
which is a Caduceus ſupported by two Horns of Plenty ; In 
one Hand, which leans upon the Altar, ſhe holds an Olive 
Branch; and in the other a Ballance, having in one Scale 
the Imperial Crown, and in the other the Crowns of the 
Electors and Princes of the Empire, ſo that they hang ex- 
actly even. Under her Feet is a Yoke. The Legend is LIBER- 
TAS GERMANIZ, and the Exergue contains theſe Words, 
Pax MONASTERIENSIS, MDCSXLVIIL implying, that Li- 
berty was reſtored to Germany by the Peace of Munſter. 

It may not be amiſs to remark, that the Liberty of Germa- 
xy and the Slavery of France were the Work of the ſame 
Hand, or rather of the ſame Head ; I mean that of the fa- 
mous Cardinal Richlieu, who contrived this Scheme to keep 
the Houſe of Auflria within Bounds, and to hinder her from 
ever becoming too powerful for that of Bourbon. The Rea- 
der will likewiſe ſee, that for this very Purpoſe France took 
fo much Pains to aggrandize the Crown of Sweden; and this 
will lead us to underſtand the true Motives which induce the 
French to be ſo complaiſant at preſent to the King of Pruſſia ; - 
the Power of that Prince, in Reſpect to the Empire, or rather 
in ReſpeR to the Houſe of Auſtria, ſtanding her in the fame 
Stead as Sweden did formerly, when ſhe was more powerful 
than ſhe is at preſent. This Obſervation, which is very 
ſhort, and from the Hiſtory we have given of this War and 
this Peace, very clear and convincing, is the true Key to 
the modern Syſtem, and very fully explains the preſent Situa- 
tion of Things in Germany, and that Connection between two 
great Powers, which has been hitherto held equally unnatu- 
ral and ſurpriſing. 

The Emperor having thus reſtored the Peace of Europe, as 
well as of the Empire, applied his whole Care to the reſet- 
ling the Tranquillity and Welfare of his Dominions, and 
the Authority of his Family, The former gain'd him the 
Affection of his Subjects, and he had all the Succeſs he could 
- wilh for in the latter. He procured his Son Ferdinand, al- 
ready King of Hungary and Bohemia, to be elected King of 
the Romans at Augſbourg in 165 3. But when he thought his 
Felicity effectually ſecured, he found it leaſt ſo ; for on the 
4th of Zuly, in the Year following, that young Prince died, 
which {truck the Emperor with a deep Melancholy, from 
which he never recovered, 

He acted however as to publick Affairs with Dignity and 
Spirit; thus he gave powerful Aſſiſtance to the Poles . 

| e 
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the Swedes, who would otherwiſe have over-run their Coun- 
try 3 and it was by this Means alſo, that the Danes were en- 

ged to take the ſame Step, and to break with the Swedes 3 
but he did not live to ſee the Iſſue of this War, dying of a 
Conſumption, occafioned as has been ſaid, by his Concern 
for the Loſs of his eldeſt Son, on the 2d of April, 1657. He 
was in every Reſpect a very wiſe and great Man, in moſt 
Things a very fortunate Prince, and if his Ambition had been 
leſs, his Authority had been greater; but the too great 
Warmth he diſcover'd in Matters of Religion, and the De- 
fire he had to extend the Imperial Power beyond the Bounds 
preſcribed to his Predeceſſors, induced the Proteſtant Princes 
of the Empire to take ſuch Meaſures for their Security, as in 
the End, notwithitanding all his Victories, proved in that 
Reſpect very effectual. 

Leopold I. the younger Son of the Emperor Ferdinand III. 
did not immediately ſucceed his Father, becauſe he was under 
Age ; he was originally intended for the Church, but upon 
the Death of his Brother Ferdinand, he was crown'd King of 
Hungary on the 25th of Fune 1655, and _—_ of Bohemia 
on the 14th of September the ſame Year. On the 18th of 
Fuly 1658, he was elected Emperor, and on the 5th of Au- 
guſi following, was crown'd at Frankfort, In the beginning 
of his Reign, the War, which laſted ſo long betwixt the 
Swedes, the Danes, the Poles and the Brandenburgers, was 
concluded by the Treaty of Oliva in 1660. 

A War broke out ſoon after betwixt the Emperor and the 
Hungarians, who complained that their Privileges were in- 
vaded ; that the German Troops maintained there on Pre- 
tence of defending them, which they were able and willing 
to do themſelves, committed all Sorts of Violence and Cruel- 
ty; that the Hungarians in Poſſeſſion of Offices were not 
ſuffered to diſcharge them ; that the Liberty of Religion, 
Which had been allowed them by ſeveral Diets, was denied, 
their Chuiches taken from them, and their Miniſters baniſh» 
ed, becauſe they were not of the Religion of their Prince. 
That the Nobility, who ought to be try'd by their own Judges, 
were try'd by Germans ; that tho the Revenue was more 
than ſufficient to maintain the Troops, yet they were not paid, 
but lived by Extortion, or invading the Turks, who made ſe- 
vere Repriſal on the peaceable Inhabitants of the Country. 

The Grand Seignior improved this Difference, and the 
Emperor taking Part with the Prince of Tranſilvania, ſet up 
without his Conſent ; he therefore gave that Title to Prince 
Aba. The Turks defeated the Impecialifts at C/an/ingbourg, 
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and took Newheuſel-in 1663, but were routed at Levents, 
where they loſt 6000 Men; and afterwards at St. Gothard, 
where they loſt about the ſame Number, and many General 
Officers, which brought on a Peace, The Hungarians find- 


Ing that their Privileges were not reſtored according to Pro- 


miſe, being oppreſs*'d by German Troops, and the Office of 
Palatine being aboliſhed, which had continued many hundred 
Years ; they joined with the Tranſilvanians to obtain Help 
from the Turks. The very Monks preached that their Yoke 
was eaſier than that of the Germans; for this Inſurrection 
the Counts of Serini, Frangipani and Nada/ii were put to 
death, which hinder'd Prince Ragot/ei's taking Arms; and 
Count Tekelydying in his Caſtle, juſt as the Imperialiſts had 


inveſted it, they were left without a Head, till young Count 


Tekely, who was then but fifteen Years of Age, and from his 
Priſon eſcaped to Tran/ilvania, came to eſpouſe their Cauſe ; 
from a bare Suſpicion of being well- affected to which, he had 
been treated with much Severity. | 

He was received with the utmoſt Joy, and the Revolt of 
the Hungarians became almoſt general ; but however, the 
German Forces in that Kingdom ſoon reduced them to the 
Neceſſity of repining in ſecret againſt the Emperor's Meaſures, 
inſtead of openly taking up Arms, as they certainly intended. 

His Imperial Majeſty's Thoughts, which were entirely 
turned towards the Settlement of his own Dominions, with- 
out the leaſt Inclination to incroach on, or diſturb his Neigh- 
bours, were called of by the ambitious Views of a Monarch 


Who ſpent his whole Life in diſturbing the Peace of Europe; 


for in 1672 the French invaded Lower Germany, and over- 
ran moſt of the United Provinces. The Elector of Treves 
having no Force to oppoſe the French, was obliged to allow 
them a Paſſage through his Dominions. And the Archbiſhop 
of Cologne, and the Biſhop of unter joined with them 
againſt their Country, The EleQor of Brandeuburgh deman- 
ded the Aſſiſtance of the Emperor to protect his Duchy of 
Cleves, but the French over-ran it before he could procure any. 

The French in 1673 entered Alſace, where they took ſe- 
veral Towns, and laid part of the Palatinate under Contribu- 
tions. The Duke of Lorrain, who commanded the Emperor's 
Army, would have joined Caprora, but was prevented by 
M. Turenne, which occaſioned the ineffectual Battle of Sint» 
ſotim. The Elector Palatine was fo much provoked at the 
TaVaginy his Country, that he ſent M. Jun a Challenge, 
which he would not accept, without Allowance from the 
French King, his Maſter, Theſe Things, with the 1 
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of Treves, obliged the Empire to declare War, and aſſem- 
ble more Troops; upon which M. Turenne repaſſed the 
Rhine and entrenched near Philipſbourg. 

In 1674 the Germans fought Marſhal Turenne near Moli- 
ſheim, where both Sides claimed the Victory. In 1675 the 
French defeated the Germans near Colmar; but Myntecuculi 
ſucceeding the Duke of Bournonville in the Command of the 
German Army, he was a more equal Match for Turenne, 
who being encamped near him, and going to an Eminence to 
view his Army, was kill'd by a Cannon Ball, which put an 
End to his Glory, that was tarniſhed before b his turning 
Papiſt. After the Battle of Allenbeim the French repaſſed the 
Rhine, where the Duke De Duras, Nephew to Turenne, 
acquired much Reputation by retiring with little Loſs in Sight 
of the Enemy from a diſadvantageous Camp. | 

In 1679, the War between the Empire, the French and 
the Dutch, was concluded by the Treaty of Nimeguen, where 
the King of Sweden was Mediator, by which France got 
Fribourg and the Burgau in lieu of Philipſbourg, and the Swedes 
recovered the Provinces _ had loſt in the War. After the 
Peace of Nimeguen, the French King began to erect Cham- 
bers of Re- union at Metz and Briſact, where by the Sentence 
of his own Judges, ſeveral Princes were required to ſurren- 
der thoſe Provinces and Cities that were alledged to be depen- 
dant on his new Acquiſitions 3 and ſuch as would not com- 
ply, were compell'd by Force, particularly the Elector Pala- 
tine, and the Elector of Treves. 

The French alſo ſtill kept Poſſeſſion of thoſe Places, they 
had ſtipulated to ſurrender to the Empire by the Peace. The 
Emperor's Miniſters gave in a Memorial to the Diet at Ra- 
tisbon of theſe Proceedings, and the States unanimouſly re- 
ſolved that they were contrary to the "Treaties ; but Holland 
and Brandenburgh were not inclined to a Rupture with 
France. In 1680 the French ſurprized Strasbourg, by the 
Treachery of ſome of their new Magiſtrates. The King of 
France likewiſe try'd to get the Dauphin elected King of the 
Romans, but miſcarried in it. In 1681 he made a Treaty 
with Count Tekely, who had a ſtrong Party of Malecontents 
in Hungary, was in great Efteem with the Grand Scignior, 
and engaged the Turks to invade Hungary before the Emperos 
was aware of it, | 

In 1687 the Duke of Lorrain beſieged Neawheuſel, but was 
Obliged to break up from thente on the Grand Vitor) march- 
my againſt him. At the ſame Time three Thouſand Tartars 
harraſſed the Country, and 2 Germans with great Difficulty 
: retired 
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retired towards Vienna; for three thouſand Turks and Tartars 
fell upon their Baggage, took it, and killed -moſt of the 
Convoy ; but Prince Lewis of Baden reſcued part of the 
Baggage. The News of this occaſioned an incredible Con- 
ſternation at Vienna. The Emperor removed to Lintz, and 
moſt of the Citizens were for leaving the City; but the 
Approach of the Duke of Lorrain next Day encouraged 
them ; ſo that they began to repair the Fortifications, and 
the Garriſon was reinforced, there not being above two hun- 
dred regular Forces in the City before, 

The Tus opened their Trenches the fifteenth of Fu ; 
the Garriſon under Count Stharemberg diſputed every Inch of 
Ground, and by frequent Sallies cut off great Numbers of 
them. In the mean Time, the Duke of Larrain defeated 
Tekely, took his Baggage, and relieved Presburg, that was 
ready to have fallen into his Hands. The Duke engaged him 
a ſecond Time on the Borders of Moravia, and forced him 
© retire, The Siege of Vienna continued to the twelfth of 

eptember with. all the Fury imaginable 3 and the Beſieged 

chaved themſelves with the utmoſt Intrepidity, till they 
were relieved by the Confederate Army of eighty thouſand 
Men, conſiſting of Imperiali/ts and Poles. 

The right Wing was commanded by John Sobigſti, King 
of Poland, the Left by the Elector of Bavaria and the Duke 
of Lorrain, and the main Body by the EleQtor of Saxony and 
Prince Y/aldeck. They forced the Enemy's Entrenchments, 
and during the Engagement the Duke of Lorrain detached 
Prince Lewis of Baden, with a Body of Horſe, Foot, and 
Dragoons, to relieve the City; which he did, and killed moſt 
of the Turk; that were employed in the Aſſault, Upon this 
the Turk; Horſe fled, and left their Foot and Camp to the 
Mercy of the Chriſtians, who gained a ſignal Victory, with 
the Loſs only of one thouſand Men. The Turks loſt about 
ſeventy-hve thouſand, with their Baggage, and one hundred 
and twenty Cannon; and the Garriſon loſt about fix thou- 
Find Men during the Siege, which laſted fifty-nine Days open 
Trenches, | | ; 

After the taking of Buda, Prince Maß began to tempo- 
rize with the Emperor. But the Duke of Lorrain entered 
Trauſilvania, as Count Tekely foretold him would happen, and 
obliged that Prince and the States to a Submiſſion; forcing 
them to ſurrender their Fortreſſes, and conclude a Treaty ve- 
ry advantageous to the Emperor; upon which the Prince re- 

tired to Forgats. About this Time the ſtrong Fortreſs of Agria 


ſurrendered to the Imperialiſts, and Adhammed IV. —_ 
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of the Turks, was depoſed, and his Brother fet up in his 
Stead. The Emperor's good Succeſs put him upon getting his 
Son, the Arch-duke Fo/eph, crowned King of Hungary. 

He went himſelf to Preſburg upon this Occaſion, where 
he aſſembled the States, and told them, He would have the 
Crown made ' hereditary,  'The States took it into Conſide- 
ration; repreſented their Grievances as uſual, and ſaid they 
were willing to elect the Arch-duke ; but deſired their Free- 
dom of Election might be continued, and that the Crown 
ſhould not become hereditary : That the German Troops 
might be recalled when Peace was made with the Turks, and 
all their Grievances redreſſed before the Coronation. The 
Emperor allowed them fourteen Days to deliberate and draw 
up their Grievances ; but told them be had been at more 
Charges to defend their Kingdom againſt the Turks than it was 
worth, and therefore had a Right to look upon it as one of 
his hereditary Countries. | | 
There were great Debates about this in the Diet; and the 
Count de Draſcowitz, the chief Judge of the Kingdom, 
having repreſented the Conſequences of it, they prayed the 
Emperor not to make ſuch an Alteration in their Conſti- 
tution. But the Count being found dead in his Bed ſome 
Days after, no. Body knows how, thoſe of his Sentiments 
durſt not any more talk of it. Some defired they might be 
at Liberty to chuſe any ſuch Prince of the Houſe of Auſtria as 
they ſhould think fit; but this was alſo rejected. 

There were two other Things which retarded the Corona- 
tion; the firſt was, that according to an Article of King 
Andrew's Declaration, any of the three Eſtates had a Right 
to oppoſe the King when he acted againſt the Laws of the 
Kingdom, without being guilty of Treaſon : But the Emperor 
would not allow of that. The ſecond was, that the Prote- 
ſtants, who had joined with the Court to get the Crown made 
hereditary, thought it a proper Seaſon to demand that they 
ſhould be maintained in their antient Privileges : That the 
Churches and States which had been taken from them ſince 
1667 ſhould be reſtored : That they ſhould have Deputies in 
every Diet: That the Jeſuits ' ſhould not meddle in Affairs 
of State, or what related to the Proteſtant Religion: That 
they ſhould not be allowed to ſettle in any other Place than 
where they then were: And that Count Garaffa, who had 
got many innocent People cut off on Pretence of Plots, 

ould be turned out of his Places and the Miniftry. 

But the States did not think it a ſeaſonable Time for the 
Proteſtants to inſiſt on theſe Things. And thus, on the 
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twenty-ninth of December, the Kingdom was made heredi- 
tary; and the Power of the Prince declared in a manner ab- 
ſolute, ſo that the People could do nothing but ſigh for the 
Loſs of their Liberty: For Count Tekely, who had former] 
acquired ſo much Glory, had failed of late in moſt of his 
Attempts, and was not able to keep up their Spirits, or afford 
them any probable Hopes of Relief. 

The War againſt the Turks was ſtill proſecuted with various 
Succeſs for ſeveral Years, notwithſtanding that the French in 
1689 fell into Germany with a great Army, and committed 
ſuch Outrages as were inconſiſtent with the Laws of War, 
This Conduct of theirs ſo totally deſtroyed the Intereſt they 
had among the German Princes, that in 1690 the Emperor 

rocured his Son the Arch-duke Foſeph, who was already 
King of Hungary, to be elected King of the Romans; and 
the Year following, the Turks were defeated by the Imperi- 
aliſis in the Battle of Salankemen, in which they loſt their 
Grand Vizier Cuperli, and twenty thouſand Men. The War 
continued notwithſtanding, chiefly from the Encouragement 
given to the Infidels by the French, and the vaſt Efforts t 
made in their Favour. The Turks likewiſe did all that lay 
in their Power to ballance the former Succeſſes of the Inperi- 
alifts ; but in 1697, Prince Eugene defeated one of the moſt 
powerful Armies the Infidels ever brought into the Field, at 
Zanta, in which deciſive Action 25,000 Turks periſhed. 

The French perceiving that this Blow had put it out of the 
Power of their good Allies to do any thing more for their 
Service, reſolved to get out of the Warin Time, and make 
the beſt Peace for themſalves they could; which they accord- 
ingly did at Ry/wick, whereby they quitted all their Re-uni- 
ons in Alſace But the Popiſh Religion was to remain where 
they had ſettled it, The Elector Palatine was reſtored to his 
Territories, on paying 200,000 Livres per Annum to the 
Ducheſs of Orleans, till her Pretenſions were decided. Di- 
nent was reſtored to Liege; Strasbourg reſigned to France; 
and Fort-Kiel, Fribourg, Star- Fort, Old Briſac, and Philipf- 
Bourg reſtored to the Empire. | | 

The French were to demoliſh the Fortifications over-againſt 
Hunningen and Fort-Lewis ; the Caſtles of Traerbach , Ebren- 
burg, Kirnburg, aud the Fortreſs of Mon- Royal, were to be 
demoliſhed and given to their right Owners, The Duke of 
Lorrain was reſtored to his n Country, and to Nancy; 
and the Caſtles of Bitſeb and Homburg were to be razed. 
The Proteſtant Pridces of the Empire gave in a Memorial 
' againſt eſtabliſhing Popery in A{/atia, becauſe contrary to the 
fundamental 
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fundamental Laws of the Enipire, i. e. to the Peace of Reli- 


gion made in 1588, and to that of Meſiphalia and Nimeguen, 
which were the Baſis of this Treaty: And that this Article 
was likewiſe contrary to the Capitulations of the Emperor and 
the King of the Romans, by which the ſaid Peace of Religi- 
on was ſecured ; but without Effect. 

The Turks, finding themſelves abandoned in this. manner 
by thoſe who drew them into the War, and who had more 
than once hinder'd them from making Peace upon reaſonable 
Terms, reſolved to accept the Mediation of the Maritime 
Powers, and to conclude a Peace with the Emperor and his 
Allies on the beſt Terms that, in their preſent Circumſtances, 
could be had. Accordingly, after great Pains taken by Lord 
Paget and Mr. Collier, who conducted this Negotiation, on 
January 26, 1699, a Truce was ſign'd for 25 Years between 


the Emperor and the Turks at Carlowitz, The chief Arti- 


cles of which were, That Tranfilvania ſhould remain intire to 
the Emperor, but the Province of Temiſwaer to the Turks : 
That the Emperor ſhould demoliſh Carenſebeis, Lippa, Zen- 
wock, Berſke, and Sabla, and never re-fortify them. The 
Iſtands ↄf the Rivers Save and Moroſch were to belong to the 
Emperor, but the Uſe of thoſe Rivers to both. All Priſo- 
ners taken during the War to be exchanged, or ranſomed : 
No Protection on either Side to be given to Rebels and Male- 
contents: The Papiſts in the Turk; Territories were to have 
the free Exerciſe of their Religion. The Czar, the King of 
Poland, and the Republick of Venice, were comprehended in 
this Treaty; but Count Tekely was excluded. The Grand 
Seignior made him, by way of Compenſation, Prince of 
Meddin, Caranſebeis, and Lugos, with their Dependen- 
cies. 

At the Time the laſt General War broke out on the Score 
of the Spaniſh Succeſſion, the Affairs of the Emperor Leopold 
were but in a very indifferent Condition. He ſaw plainly, 
that without the Aſſiſtance of the Empire it was impoſſible 
for him to act effectually againſt France; and he ſaw at the 


Princes and States of Germany in a War, with which they 
had no farther Concern, as Philip V. King of Spain had 
taken Poſſeſſion of the Duchy of Milan, which was a Fief 
belonging to the Empire; and the Dukes of Savay and Mantua 
had declared againſt the Emperor, whoſe Vaſlals they were. 
Yet ſo great an'Intereſt his Imperial Majeſty had, that by de- 
grees he brought all the Circles to enter into the Alliance he 
had form'd with the — Powers, which was brought 

3 to 
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to bear in the Year 1701, when it was agreed that the Em- 


pire ſhould raiſe an Army of 120,000 Men; which, how- 
ever, were never aſſembled but upon Paper. | 


The Elector of Bavaria ſided with France; as did alſo his 
Brother the Elector of Cologne: The former arm'd in his 
own Dominions, and the latter admitted French Troops in- 
to his Towns. The Duke of Wolfembutile alſo raiſed Troops 
for the Service of France; but before they were in a Con- 
dition to act, the Elector of Hanover, our late Sovereign, 
ſurrounded his Forces, and obliged them to enter into the 
Imperial Service ; which was a Point of very great Impor- 
tance at that Time, and fo acknowledged by the Emperor. 

In 1702, the Elector of Bavaria ſeized the City of Ulm. 
'The Army of the Empiie, under Prince Lewis of Baden, was 
beat at Fridlingben; and France took Poſſeſſion of the Duchy 
of Lorrain, and the greateſt Part of the EleQorate of Trevese 
In 1703, the Elector of Bavaria defeated another Imperial 
General, made himſelf Maſter of the City of Ratisbon, and 
ſeized there all the Miniſters aſſembled at the Diet of the 
Empire. He afterwards made an Irruption into Tirol, out of 
which he was driven by the Inhabitants : But upon his Return 
into Germany, being joined by M. Villars with a Body of 
French Forces, he defeated the Imperialiſts at the firſt Battle 
of Hochſted, and ſoon after made himſelf Maſter of Augsburg. 
This Year alſo Prince Ragotſti raiſed an Inſurrection in Hun- 
gary; and by theſe ſeveral Misfortunes the Emperor was dri- 
ven to the laſt Degree of Diſtreſs. The Bavarians being on 
the Frontiers of his Dominions on one Side, and the Male- 
content Hungarians making Inroads to the very Gates of Vi- 
enna on the other, In the midſt however of all theſe Diffi- 
cCulties, his Imperial Majeſty declared, in the Month of Sep- 
rember, the Arch-duke Charles King of Spain, by the Name 
of Charles III. who in that Quality, was acknowledged, re- 
Eeived, and ſupported by the Allies. 

In 1704, the Duke of Marlborough ſorm'd the glorious 
Reſolution of delivering the Emperor and Empire at once ; 
with which View he advanced with the Army of the Allies 
into Suabia, and on the 2d of July forced the Lines at Schel- 
lenberg, which open'd a Paſſage into Bavaria, On the 13th 
of Auguft following he defeated the Bavarians and French, in 
the ſecond Battle of Z:ch/ted, or Blenheim ; in which, with 
the Loſs of about 5000 Men, he killed 12000 of the Enemy, 
took as'many Priſoners, together with all their Artillery and 
Baggage ; after which he drove the French intirely out of Ger- 
many, and return'd with his victorious Army into the Low 
| 1 Countries, 
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Countries, The Emperor was no leſs ſucceſsful againſt ' the 
Hungarian Malecontents ; ſo that, as this was the laſt, it 
might be accounted the moſt glorious Yearof his Life. He 
died at Vienna on the 5th of May following, in the 64th 
Year of his Age, and 46th of his Reign. He was thrice 
married; firſt to Margareta Thereſa, Daughter to Philip IV. 
King of Spain; ſecondly to Claudia, Daughter to the Arch- 
duke Ferdinand his Couſin ; and thirdly to Eleanora, Daugh- 
ter to the Elector Palatine, by whom he left two Sons and 
three Daughters. | 

The — who ſucceeded his Father, being alrea- 
dy King of the Romans, was in the Flower of his Age; be- 
ing at that Time about Twenty-five, and a Prince of as great 
Hopes as any in Europe. It was believed, that at the very 
Beginning of his Reign an End might have been put to the 
War, by the Recovery of Lorrain, and entering that way 
into France ; and it was likewiſe propoſed to bring about an 
Accommodation with the Hungarians, The former was de- 
feated by Prince Lewis of Baden's failing the Duke of Marl- 
borough, whom he ought to have join'd ; and the latter came 
to nothing through the Obſtinacy of the Malecontents, who, 
thoꝰ they might be beaten, could never be humbled. 

In the Beginning of the Year 1706, there happened a kind 
of general Infurrettion among the Peaſants in Bavaria, out of 
mere Loyalty to their Sovereign, at that Time retired into 
France; but it was ſuppreſſed, tho' not without vaſt Effuſion 
of Blood; ſome thouſands being kill'd in the Field, and ma- 
ny afterwards hanged, in order to terrify the reſt. This only 
ſerved to ſharpen the Emperor's Rgſentment ; who, on the 
firſt of May, proceeded to put the Electors of Bavaria and 
Cologne under the Ban of the Empire. The French not only 
relieved Fort Lewis, but alſo recover'd Druſenheim and Hague- 
nan, which they had loſt the Year before; and in the laſt- 
mention'd Place they became Maſters of a fine Train of Ar- 
tillery, which drew a Suſpicion upon Prince Lewis of Baden, 
as if he had left it there for them; but his Highneſs dying 
ſoon afterwards, and the military Affairs of the Empire going 
then rather worſe than before, convinced the World that he 
had been aſperſed, and the Loſſes under kis Command owing 
to Misfortune, and not any Fault in him. 

In 1707, the French, under the Command of Marſhal 
Villars, forced the Imperialiſts in their Lines, and over-ran 
all Suabia and Mirtemberg, raiſing moſt dreadful Contributi- 
ons, for which that General was famous : And it is very high- 


1y probable he would have a ſtill farther into the Empire, 
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if he had not been prevented by the Siege of Toulon ; ſo that 
none of the Allies reap'd ſo great Profit from that Expedition 
as the Emperor, who was moſt againſt it, The Negotiations 
with the Hu garians went on, but to no Purpoſe ; tho? the 
Maritime Powers offered their Mediation, and laboured all 
they could to have brought about a Peace. | 
| 10 the Beginning of 1708, there happen'd a Diſpute be- 
tween his Imperial Majeſty and the Pope, in which the latter 
was reduced to ſubmit to fach Terms as were preſcrib'd him, 
and oblig'd to acknowledge the Arch-duke Charles in Quali- 
ty of King of Spain, and conſequently of Naples, much 
againſt his AI In Flanders the French were beat at 

udenard, and loſt Lie; but the Army of the Empire was 
able to do nothing. 

In 1710, The Emperor propoſed to ſend to that Army 
11000 of his own Troops, and to contribute a large Sum of 
Money towards the Expences of the Campaign ; yet theſe 
Promiſes were ſo indifferently complyed with, that the Elec- 
tor of Hanover, who was to have commanded the Army of 
the Empire, thought fit to return to his own Dominions. In 
Hungary, however, the Malecontents were ſo effectually 
beaten, that their Chiefs thought fit to retire ; and in all Pro- 
bability an End had been put to the Troubles in that Kingdom, 
if the Emperor had not died of a very ſhort Illneſs on the 
17th of April 15, in the 33d Year of his Age, and at the 
Cloſe of the ſixth Year of his Reign; leaving by his Em- 
_ who was a Princeſs of the Houſe of Hanover, no Male 

ue. | - 

Charles VI. the late Emperor's only Brother, and the ſole 
Heir Male of the Houſe of Auſtria, was elected his Succeſ- 
for in the Month of Augu/ in the ſame Year, and was 
crown'd in December following. By his Return out of Cata- 
lonia, he loſt all Hopes of recovering the Kingdom of Spain ; 
and the Peace of Utrecht, in the following Year, put it out of 
his Power to carry on the War in the Low Countries, On the 
22d of May 1712, he was crown'd King of Hungary at Pre/- 
tourg, and began to employ all his Thoughts on ſettling the 
Succeſſion of the Houſe of Auſtria in caſe he ſhould die with- 
out Iſſue ; and the finding out Ways and Means for carrying 
on the War with France, 

In ſeſpect to the former, he declared the eldeſt of his 
Ni-ces his ſole Heireſs ; and in regard to the latter, he march- 
ed a great Body of Forces into the Low Countries ; but was 
ſoon after forced to employ all his Troops in ſecuring the 
Frontiers of the Empire, which were attack'd by the Hrs 

Who, 


— = — — 


— Ws 


ry 0 


[ 185 ] 


who, before the Cloſe of the Year 1713, reduced the ſtrong 
Fortreſs of Fribourg; which, with other Misfortunes, forced 
him to make a Peace with France, that was ſign'd at Rad/- 
tadt on the 6th of March 1714, chiefly on the Plan of the 
Treaty of Weſtphalia. | | 

In the following Year he declared War againſt the Turks, 
in Favour of the Yenetians. Prince Eugene commanded the 
Imperial Armies, as he had done againſt the French and Spa- 
niards ; and on the 5th of Fuly 1716, totally defeated the 
Infidels at Peterwaradin, wherein the Grand Vizier and ten 
Baſhaws were kill'd upon the Spot; their intire Train of 170 
Pieces of Cannon, their military Cheſt, and all their Baggage, 
falling into the Hands of the Imperialiſts. The important 
City of Temeſwaer ſurrender'd on the 13th of October, 
which added a very conſiderable Country to the Emperor's 
Dominions, in Quality of King of Hungary. 

The next Year Prince Eugene, at the Head of the Imperial 
Army, inveſted Belgrade ; to the Relief of which the Turks 
march'd as great an Army as it was in their Power, under 
the Command of the new Grand Vizier ; which Army, 
however was defeated on the 00 of Auguſt 1717, after an 
obſtinate Engagement of five Hours. In this Action the Turks 
loſt 131 Pieces of Braſs Cannon, 37 Mortars, 52 Colours, 
and nine Horſe-Tails. On the 17th of the ſame Month 
Belgrade. capitulated ; and ſoon after the Turks conſented 
to a Peace, or rather to a Truce for twenty-five Years, 
which was concluded at Paſſarowitz under the Mediation of 
the Maritime Powers. 

While this War laſted, King Ph:lip V. of Spain had at- 
tacked the Iſland of Sardinia, which had been left to the 
Emperor by the late Treaty of Peace ; and was very near 
making the Conqueſt of the Iſland of Sicily, which had been 
yielded to the Duke of Savoy, with the Title of King. But 
the great Powers of Europe, perceiving that theſe Diſputes 
would bring on a new generai War, reſolved to cut them 
ſhort ; and to this End the Quadruple Alliance was concluded 
between the Emperor, France, Great-Britain, and Holland. 
By which both Sardinia and Sicily were recovered out of the 
Hands of the Spaniards ; and the former given in Exchange 
for the latter, to the Duke of Savoy, ſince tiled King of 
Sardinia, In order to prevent future Debates, and to induce 
Spain to accede to this Treaty, it was agreed that the Iſſue of 
his Catholick Majeſty Philip V. by his ſecond Queen Elixa- 
beth, Daughter to the Duke of Parma, ſhould ſucceed to the 
Dominions of this Prince, if he died without Male Iſſue; 

which 


2 
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which Conceſſion has been the Cauſe of all the Troubles that 
have fince happened in Europe. 

Spain was with much to do forced to accept of theſe 
Terms, or rather to ſubmit to them; and his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty was not very well fatisfy'd even with this, which occa- 
ſioned the holding in the Year 1724 a Congreſs at Cambray, 
where while France and the Maritime Powers were taking all 
the imaginable Pains to compromiſe the Diſputes, and fix the 
general Tranquillity of Europe upon a ſolid Baſis, the Courts 
of Vienna and Madrid entered into a private Negotiation, 
which terminated ſoon after in two ſeveral Treaties of Alli- 
ance and Commerce between the two Courts, ſo much to 
"the Advantage of the Emperor, and ſo utterly inconſiſtent 
with the Intereſts of France and the Maritime Powers, that 
they found themſelves under an abſolute Neceſſity of entering 
into a Treaty for their own Security, which was accordingly 
ſigned and concluded in 1725 at . and this changed 
the Face of Affairs again. | | 
After ſome Hoſtilities between Spain and England, another 
Congreſs was held at Soiſſors, in which Spain demanded and 
obtained from the Hanover Allies, that inſtead of fix thou- 
ſand Swiſs Troops, which were to be put into the Duchies 
of Parma, Placentia, and Tuſcany, to ſecure the eventual 
Succeſſion of thoſe Countries to Don Carlos, fix thoufand 
Spaniards ſhould be employed, to which the Emperor refuſed 
to conſent. This in 1729, produced the Treaty of Seville, 
concluded by the Hanover Allies with his Catholick Majeſty, 
in order to force the Emperor to ſabmit to the Condition 
before mentioned ; but before this could be brought about, 
the Duke of Parma died, which made a conſiderable Alte- 
ration in the State of Affairs; inaſmuch as it gave Don Car- 
los an immediate Right to his Dominions, even in Virtue of | 
thoſe Treaties which had been concluded with his Imperial 
| Majeſty. However, he took Care to put all Things into 

fo good a Poſture, in his Italian Dominions, that the Allies 
of Seville were able to do nothing by Force. 

There could be no other Method found out to induce his 
Imperial Majeſty to give Way to the Alteration made in the 
Treaty of Londen by that of Seville ; except the Promiſe of 
guarantying the Succeſſion, which he had eſtabliſhed in his 
Family, when he ſaw there was no longer any Probability of 
his having any Male Iſſue. This Point was effectually ſecu- 
red by the Treaty of Vienna in 1731, by which the Emperor 
conſented to the Introduction of Don Carlos in the Manner 


that had been defired, But this was fo far from _— 
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that it really brought about a War, which the Emperor flattered 
himſelf would not have been at all prejudicial to his Intereſt, 
ſuppoſing that his Alliances would have ſecured him effectu- 
ally againſt the whole Power of the Houſe of Bourbon, 

He depended in the North upon the Czarina, and her placing 
on the Throne of Poland the preſent King Auguſtus III. He 
looked upon the Empire's declaring in his Favour, as a Thing 
of Courſe, he depended upon the Ling of Sardinia, and had 
not the leaſt Scruple about the Maritime Powers. Yet for 
all this fair Proſpect, that War had very near coſt him all his 
Dominions in Italy. The Empire did indeed aſſiſt him, but 
unwillingly. The Elector of Bavaria kept a kind of armed 
Neutrality. The Elector Palatine deſired to be excuſed from 
contributing to the War, on Account of what bis Domint- 
ons ſuffered by it. In ſhort, all the Princes of the Empire 
were ſlow as ever; and ſome of them ſuſpected. The — 
of Sardinia entered into the Alliance againſt him. The Dute 
took Care of themſelves, by a Neutrality, which made it 
unfit and unreaſonable for Great-Britain to engage in the 
War; but after a great deal of Blood ſpilt, and the almoſt 
total Ruin of the Countries contended for, the War was 
concluded in 1735, by a Peace as favourable for the Empe- 
ror as he could well expect. 

He loſt indeed the Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, which 
were given to Don Carlos, and the Duke of Lorrain made an 
abſolute Ceſſion of his Country to France, but then the Em- 
peror had Parma and Placentia in Exchange; the Duke had 
Tuſcany, which by his Marriage with the Arch-Ducheſs, was 
to become part of the hereditary Dominions of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, Auguſtus III. was left in the peaceable Poſſeſſion 
of the Kingdom of Poland, and France guaranty'd the Prag) 
matic Sanction. As ſoon as this War was over, the Emperor 
moſt unaccountably engaged in another with the Turks, in 
Conjunction with the Czarina, tho' he had no Quarrel with 
them of his own ; in which he was very unfortunate ; and 
at laſt, by the Interpoſition of France, made a very indifferent 
Peace at the Expence of Belgrade, which was given up to 
the Infidels, 

He ſaw when it was too late, the Error he had committed, 
and the Conſequences that would attend it, againſt which he 
endeavoured to provide in the beſt Manner he could; and 
the War which broke out between Great- Britain and Spain, 
might poſſibly have given him an Opportunity of doing it 
effectually, if in the Midſt of the Political Meaſures he was 
taking for that Purpoſe, he had not been cut off by * 
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, aftera few Days Illneſs, on the 20th of October 1740, leaving 
behind him only two Daughters; one married to the Duke of 
Torrain, now ſtiled Grand Duke of Tuſcany ; the other in- 
tended for his Brother Prince Charles, whom he afterwards 
eſpouſed. 
The late Emperor Charles VI. Father to her preſent Im- 
tal Majeſty, having had Time ſufficient to conſider the 
isfortunes that might ariſe from his Want of Iſſue Male, 
in Caſe the Succeſſion in his Family was not effeQually ſet. 
tled before his Deceaſe, reſolved, according to the Cuſtom of 
his Anceſtors, to publiſh a Pragmatick Sanction, or perpetual 
Edict for that Purpoſe, which was accordingly done in 1713: 
and afterwards proclaimed with great Solemnity at Vienna, 
in the Month of December 1724 ; and on the 15th of May 
1725, at Bruſſels. | 

By this Pragmatick SanQtion all the Dominions of the 
Houſe of Au/tria were entail'd on the eldeſt Daughter of his 
Imperial Majeſty, the Arch-Ducheſs Maria Thereſa, and after- 
wards on her Iſſue ; next, to her Siſter ; and then, to the 
Nieces of his Imperial Majeſty ; with due Preference to the 
Heirs Male. The fole Deſign of this Settlement being to 
preſerve the Poſſeſſions of the Houſe of Auſtria entire, this 
Succeſſion was accepted and confirmed in his Imperial Ma- 
jefty's Dominions. But as the Emperor very eaſily diſcerned 
this Affair of the Sueceſſion of the Houſe of Auſtria not only 
regarded his own Subjects, but all the Princes of the Em- 

pire, and indeed all the Princes and States of Europe; he 
conſequently judged that it would be neceſſary to obtain their 
Conſent likewiſe, by Way of Guaranty of the Pragmatick 
Sanction before mentioned. 

It was with this View, that he took the Advantage of every 
favourable Conjuncture that offered, to carry this Point with 
his reſpective Allies; and was ſo fortunate to obtain, at 
different Times, all that he propoſed to himſelf from the 
_ Powers of Europe : viz. from Ruſſia, Sweden, Denmark, 

y particular Treaties : From Spain, by the famous Treaty of 
Vienna, in Conſequence of the cloſe Alliance then ſubſiſting 
between the two Courts: From Great Britain and Holland 
in 1731, in Conſequence of the Emperor's conſenting to 
the Regulations ſtipulated by the Treaty of Seville : From 
the States of the Empire aſſembled in the Diet of Ratiſbon, 
in the ſame Year : And from France, on the Concluſion of 
the Peace which followed the War in Tay. 

As we have already ſpoken particularly of each of theſe 


Periods, it is not neceſſary that we ſhould enter more large'y 
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into them at preſent ; but it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that 
throughout this whole Tranſaction, there was not ſo much 
as a ſingle Step taken but what was perfectly regular, as well 
as ſtrictly agreeable to Juſtice and Equity. 

The Emperor, as the laſt Heir Male of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, was bound in Juſtice to bimſelf, his Family and his 
Subjects, to regulate the Succeſſion to his Dominions in his 
Life-time, which he did in the ſame Manner as his Predeceſ- 
ſors had done, agreeable to the conſtant Maxims of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, the Rights of his Deſcendants, and the Intereſt 
of his People, to whom his Intentions were made known 
in the moſt publick Manner, and by whom they were re- 
ceived with the utmoſt Marks of Joy and Satisfaction, as 
well as Obedience and Conſent. 

The Northern Potentates had many Reaſons to wiſh the 
Power of the Houſe of Auſtria might remain undiminiſhed, 
as a Thing neceſlary to their own Security ; and therefore 
we need not wonder that they gave his Imperial Majeſty in 
this Refpe& ſuch Teftimonies of their Satisfaction, as were 
equally conſiſtent with his Views and their Intereſts. | 

As to the Princes and States of the Empire, they were 
8 perſuaded that nothing was of greater Conſequence 
to the Safety of the Germanic Body, than the maintaining 
undiminiſhed the Strength of ſo conſiderable a Power, which 


had been 2 a Bulwark againſt the Infidels, and indeed 
nemies of Germany, Spain, no Doubt, had - 


againſt all the 
her ſolid and ſubſtantial Reaſons for guarantying this Succeſ- 
ſion, excluſive of her imaginary Hopes of procuring a Mar- 
riage between the Arch-Ducheſs Maria Thereſa and Don 
Carlos now King of the Two Sicilies. 

The Maritime Powers had always looked upon the Houſe 
of Auſtria as the proper Ballance againſt France, which ſhe 
could not be otherwiſe, than by keeping her Dominions en- 
tire, and in the Hands of the Heireſs of that Family ; ſo 
that what they did was the plain and natural Conſequence of 
thoſe Maxims, upon which they had ated for a Century paſt, 
As for France, as ſhe profeſſed at that Time an inviolable At- 
tachment to a pacifick Syſtem, and the maintaining the ge- 
neral Tranquility of Europe, there was nothing ſtrange in 
her Behaviour upon this Occaſion; and by this Time perhaps 
that Crown may be convinced ſhe had purſued her own In- 
tereſt moſt effectually by adhering to, as well as granting 
her Guaranty, | : 

Thus, we ſee, it is no very difficult Thing to ſhew how 
and why this Settlement was made ; but it will not be 8 


* 
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foſeafy to diſtinguiſh the true Reaſons why ſo many great 
Powers concurr'd in endeavouring to defeat it, and why ſo 
few of the Powers that guaranty'd the Pragmatick Sanction, 
in the Courſe of the late War took up Arms in its Defence, 
The maintaining this Order of Succeflion was indeed agree- 
able to the Will of the late Emperor Charles VI. and for the 
Glory and Benefit of the Houſe of Auſtria; but at the ſame 
Time it was calculated to preſerve the Tranquility of Europe, 
and to hinder the Independency of the European Powers from 
being violated ; and in this Light it really was and ought to 
have been regarded as a common Concern. 

The Arch-Ducheſs Maria Thereſa of Au/tria, Conſort to 
the Great Duke of Tuſcany, cauſed herſelf to be proclaimed 
Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, as well as Sovereign of all 
the Countries 2 to her Auguſt Family, immediately 
after her Father's Death, which happened on the 20th of 
October 1740, and a few Days afterwards ſhe aſſociated the 
Grand Duke of Tuſcany her Huſband in the Government of 
all her Dominions, under the Title of Co- Regent, Thus the 
Pragmatick Sanction ſeemed to have operated without Trouble 
or Diſpute ; and indeed upon her firſt Acceſſion, her Titles 
were acknowledged by ſome of thoſe Powers, from whom 
ſhe had moſt Reaſon to expect, and has ſince met with the 
greateſt Oppoſition. | 

The French King made at this Time no Difficulty of own- 
ing her; and the King of Pruſſia was ſo far from queſtion- 
ing her Rights, as eſtabliſhed by the Pragmatick Sanction, 
that on the contrary, he made the ſtrongeſt Profeſſions of 
Friendſhip to her Majeſty, and of his earneſt Deſire to aſſiſt 
and ſupport her in the Poſſeſſion of all the Hereditary Do- 
minions of the Houſe of Auſtria. It has been alledged that 
there was very little Sincerity in this, and that it was the 
Fallacy of this Declaration which occaſioned all the ſucceed- 
ing Diſputes. We have already ſet this in its true Light, and 
ſhall only add here that his Pruſtan Majeſty's Demands, tho 
they affected the Auſtrian Succeſſion, had nothing to do with 
the Pragmatick Sanction ; and at the ſame Time his Pruſſian 
Majeſty attacked Silzfia, he declared his Readineſs to perform 
his Guaranty, and, that it is very certain this was his Intereſt. 

The Queen herſelf from the Moment ſhe aſcended the 
Throne, diſplay'd all the Virtues worthy her Rank, agree- 
able to her Sex, and ſuitable to her Condition. She took 
Care to aſſemble the States of Hungary, Bohemia and Auſtria, 
as ſoon as it was poſlible ; and it appeared from the Reſolu- 


Eons taken in thoſe Aſſemblies, that ſhe reigned far more 
| abſolutely 
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abſolutely in the Affections of her Subjects, than over their 
Perſons. Her Government was juſt, prudent, and gentle ; 
her Behaviour firm, equal, and conſtant ; but the Zeal of 
her Subjects was boundleſs, She deſired a reaſonable Supply 
for the Neceſſities of her Adminiſtration, and they made her 
a ready Tender of their Lives and Fortunes. Leaving it to 
the Wiſdom of their Sovereign to ſettle as her Occaſions re- 

ired, the Inſtances ſhe might expect of the Sincerity of their 

ffers; and they complied with her Demands, when 
known, with that Chearfulneſs and Alacrity, which ſhewed 
how much they were in earneſt, when they made thoſe 
warm Profeſſions of Duty. 

She cauſed all her 'L'roops to be compleated before any 
Neceſlity appeared for employing them, and it was to this 
wiſe Precaution that ſhe owed the Preſervation of her Do- 
minions 3 for it became quickly evident, that the Enemies 
of the Houſe of Auſtria were reſolved not to let flip this 
Occaſion of leſſening the Authority of that Family, and di- 
ſturbing the Peace of Germany. The ſingle Error committed 
at this Time was neglecting to compromiſe the Diſputes with 
Pruſſia, for if this would not have extinguiſhed the Rancour 
- other Powers, it would very probably have hindered its 

rruption. 

The late Elector of Bavaria, a Prince of great Qualitios 
and greater Virtues, was ſo far miſled by his Ambition, as 
to form immediate Pretenſions on the Auſtrian Succeſſion, in 
Virtue of the Will of the Emperor Ferdinand I. made in the 
Year 1543 3 and of a Codicil added to that Will, dated the 
4th of February 1547, in Favour of his eldeſt Daughter Ann, 
married to Albert of Bavaria, This Will was in the Nature 
of a Pragmatick Sanction; and not only the Spirit of that 
Inſtrument was clearly in Favour of the Queen of Hungary 
and Bohemia, but the very Letter of it gave her a prior 
Right to the Elector of Bavaria, if the Expreſſions therein 
were ſo to be underſtood, as to make the Will and Codicil 
conſiſtent with each other, and with the plain Intention of 
the Emperor to preſerve the Dominions of his Family en- 
tire, for the Sake of its Safety, Benefit, and Grandeur. 

At firſt it looked, as if the Elector of Bavaria, alone 
meant to conteſt the Queen's Title, under the Pragmatick 
Sanction; but it very ſoon appeared, that he was not without 
Hopes of being ſupported by other Powers. While this 
Diſpute was confined only to Paper, the King of Pruſſa 
attacked Silefia in the Manner before mentioned, purely, as he 
bare out, to ſecure tg himſelf what of Right belonged to — 

Is 
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This Incident produced the War lately ended; for the Queen 
of Hungary and Bobemia reſolving to defend her Territories, 
and looking upon this as an Iofration of the Pragmatick 
Sanction, demanded on that Account, and in Virtue of their 
Guaranty, the Aſſiſtance of her Allies. 

By the taking of this Step, an Opportunity was given for 
the French to interfere ; who had it always in their Inten- 
tion, tho” they were perplexed about the Manner of declar- 
ing it, to ſupport the Claim of the Elector of Bavaria. His 
Pruſtan Majeſty ſeeing himſelf expoſed to the Danger of | 
loſing not only what he had acquired by his ſudden Irruption 
into Sileſia, but much more, if Fame ſpeaks Truth, re- 
ſolved at laſt to take that Step which hitherto he had declined; 
and on the ſeventeenth of Augu/? 1741, concluded with 
France a Treaty, to which the Elector of Bavaria, and the 


King of Poland, Elector of Saxony, acceded. By which, it 


is ſaid, the following agreement was made: viz. That the 
Kingdom of Bohemia, with Upper Auſtria and Tirol, ſhould 
be given to the Elector of Bavaria; Upper Sileſia and Me 
ravia to the Elector of Saxony; and Lower Silef;a, with the 
Town and Territory of Nei/ſs, and the City and County of 
Glatz, to the King of Pruſſia. 

As ſoon as this Agreement was made, the French 
to ſtir ; and his Britannick Majeſty in Quality of Elector of 
Hanover, having augmented his Forces, and ſhewn his Wil 
lingneſs to aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary, as he was bound by 
Treaty to do, tho' ſhe was then attacked only by the King 
of Pruſſia ; the firſt Step that was taken by the new Allies, | 
was to put this out of his Power ; in order to which, the 
French marched a great Army into 7/e/iphalia on one Side of 
the Electorate; and at the fame Time his Pru/jian Majeſty | 
allembled a numerous Body of Troops upon the Frontiers of 
that Electorate on the other; which produced what it was 
intended to produce, and which indeed it was impoſſible at 
rhat Time it could fail of producing, a Treaty of Neutra - 
lity for that Electorate for a ſmall Time only. 

Things at this Juncture looked as if the Allies muſt ne- 
ceſſarily have carried all before them; for the French, beſides 
their Army in Veſpbalia, ſent another. to the Aſſiſtance of 
the Elector of Bavaria, which enabled him to march direct) 
into Au/tria, at the ſame Time that the Pruſſans and Saxons 
were in the Field ready to execute what they had undertaken 
and thereby ſecure the Shares that had been allotted them out 
of the Spoils of the Houſe of Aufria. Her Majeſty the 
Queen of Hungary, in the mean Time, found it requilite — 

| | | reli 
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retire into that Kingdom, from Vienna, in Sight of which 
her Enemies were now arrived; but in the midſt of this Di- 
ſtreſs, than which no Princeſs had felt a greater, ſhe preferved 
her Prudence and Fitmneſs of Mind, relying always on the 
Protection of the Almighty, and the Loyalty of her Sub- 


jects, Reſources on which all good Princes may well depend. 


The Application of the Allies to their ny Operations, 
did not hinder them from attending to another Point of equal 
Conſequence, which was the Election of an Emperor. The 
Queen of Hungary and her Allies intended to have fet up 
the Grand Duke of Tuſcany, as a Candidate for that high 
Dignity ;. but it very quickly appeared that this would have 
been at that ConjunQure to little or no Purpoſe. | 
The Ecclefiaftical Electors were inclined to the Duke of 
Bavaria, one of them (viz. the Elector of Cologne) being his 


Brother ; the King of Pruffa as Elector of 1 had 


engaged by Treaty to give him his Vote; the King of 
Poland as Elector of Saxony, was undef the like Obligation; 
the Elector Palatine had entered early into theſe Meaſures ; 
and his Britaniick r Elector of Hanover, was 
oblig d to act in the fame Manner, by the Neutrality which 
he had concluded, for the Reaſons beforementioned. 

Thus the Election was ſecure :. but the Allies not content- 
ed with this, were reſolved that it ſhould be likewiſe unani- 
mous ; and in order thereto, they ſuſpended the Vote of 
Bohemia, which tho' prejudicial to the Queen of Hungary's 
Intereſt, was a tacit Acknowledgment of her Right ; fince 
otherwiſe the Elector of Bavaria now ſtiled King of Bohe- 
mia, might as well have voted for himſelf by that Title. 
This Scheme being well laid, was attended with all imagin- 
able Succeſs; for upon the 24th of January 1742, the 
Elector of Bavaria was choſen Emperor at Frankfort, and 
crowned there on the 13th of February following, by the 
Name of Charles VII. to the general Satisfaction of the 
Princes and States of Germany. x | 

© The Joy of the Allies on this Occaſion was very great, 
but it was ſoon leſſened by the News of the Capitulation of 
Lintz, where 10, ooo French and Bavarians had been ſur- 
rounded by the glorious Count Kevenhuller, This was fol- 


lowed by a long Train of Succeſſes in Bavaria, by which 


the Face of Affairs was ſoon changed, and the Queen re- 
turned in Triumph to Vienna. In the Month of May the 
ſame Year, was fought the famous Battle of Czaſſau, be- 
tween the Auſtrians and Pruſſans, which about three Weeks 
after produced the Peace of Breflaw, Th 
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in Prague; from whence they afterwards made an happy 
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The French that were in Bohemia, having received ſeve 
conſiderable Checks, and being deſerted by the Pruſſians and 
Saxons, from whom, however, they had firſt ſeparated z con- 
trary to all the Rules of Policy and War, ſhut themſelves up 


Eſcape under the Command of Marſbal Belleiſie, with about 
one fourth Part of the Forces they had brought into Bohemia, 
A Circumſtance that in all Probability will deter them from 
venturing, at leaſt in our Times, to attempt the carrying into 
Execution Schemes of ſuch vaſt Extent as theſe, which are 
always liable to Diſappoiatments ; and in which, Diſappoint- 
ments are not barely fatal but irreparable. © ES 
The ſucceeding Year, viz. 1743, Was no leſs glorious to 
the Queen of Hungary and her Allies. The Spaniards bad 
invaded the Auſtrian Dominions in /taly, his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty Philip V. claiming the whole Succeſſion of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, without ſo much as any plauſible Pretence, and 
in dire& Breach of the ſeveral Treaties concluded by himſelf 
with the late Emperor Charles VI. at Vienna, as well as hit 
ſolemn Guaranty of the Pragmatick Sanftion. , 2 
But the Queen of Hungary, with the Aſſiſtance of her un- 
alterable Ally the King of Sardinia, defeated all the Attempts 
of the Duke De Montemar, one of the greateſt and moſt for- 
tunate Generals (before this Time) in the Spaniſh Service; 
and after he was recalled, the Field- Marſhal Count Traun de- 
feated, or at leaſt repulſed, his Succeſſor, the Count De Gage, 
at Campo Santo. Prince Charles of Lorrain, in the latter 
End of April beat the aorta 4 and French at Braunau; 
and on the 16th of June, his Britannick Majeſty gained the 
famous Battle of Dettingen, which forced the Preuß to think 
in earneſt of abandoning Germany. 1 
In 1744, the French and Spaniards were worſted in Itah, 
and Prince Lobtowitz drove the latter into the Kingdom of 
Naples, and block'd up his Sicilian Majeſty, the Count Di 
Cages, and their Forces, in Yeletri. Prince Charles of Lor- 
rain paſſed the Rhine, and drove the French before him in 
Alſace, till recalled by a new Irruption of the Pruſſians in- 
to the Kingdom of Bohemia, from whence he ſoon expell'd 
them with very great Loſs on their Side. 
In 1745 a new Treaty. was made with his Pruſſian Ma- 
Jeſty ; and the Emperor Charles VII. dying of a broken Heart, 
the Queen of Hungary and Bohemia compromiſed all Diffe- 
rences with the young Elector of Bavaria, his Son and Suc- 
ceſſor, by the Treaty of Fueſſen; and on the 15th of Septen- 
ber hes Confort Francis Grand Duke of Tuſcany and Lorrain, 
A : | was 
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was elected Emperor at Frankfort, and crowned on the 4th 
of October following. N 

In the Progreſs of this glorious War, Munich the Capital 
of Bavaria had been thrice taken by the Auſtrians; the City 
of Prague the Capital of Bohemia, twice recovered from the 
Enemy, the French entirely driven out of Germany, and in 
the Courſe of this Year out of Itahy; the Auſtrians and Pi- 
edmonteſe penetrated likewiſe into Provence ; ſo that the Seat 
of War was removed from the Gates of Vienna and Turin, 
into the moſt fruitful Provinces of France ; and the Republick 
of Genoa, that took Part with the Enemy, was now reduced 
to lie abſolutely at the Mercy of the Empreſs Queen, who 
was alſo Miſtreſs of the Dominions of the Duke of Modena, 
and had it in her Power to conquer thoſe of the King of the 
Two Sicilies whenever ſhe pleaſed. 

But as nothing is more uncertain than the Events of War, 
in the Year 1747 Affairs began to run retrograde in Jah, 
and the Succeſſes of the common Enemy, which had already 
rendered them Maſters of a great Part of the Auſtrian Low 
Countries, ſtill continued, notwithſtanding all the Meaſures 
that were taken to prevent them. The Revolt of the City of 
Genoa in the preceding Winter, was the principal Cauſe of 
all the Misfortunes that happened on that Side. At firſt this 
was aſcribed entirely to the Madneſs of the Populace, the 
Nobility and the Republick pretending to adhere to the Ca- 
pitulation they had made with the Marquis de Botta; but when 
they were powerfully ſupported by the French, who upon this 
Occaſion exerted themſelves with all the Vigour imaginable, 
and at length ſent the Duke de Boufflers to command their 
Forces in that City, it was no longer neceſſary to retain the 
Maſk ; and therefore the. Genoeſe without either Scruple or 
Ceremony, reſumed their former Sentiments, and not only 
acted offenſively againſt the /mpertiali/ts, but attacked them 
whenever Occaſion offered, with inexpreſſible Fury. 

It was to this Situation of Things that the Diſappointment 
in Provence was chiefly owing ; for tho General Count Brown 
maintained himſelf in that Country all the Winter, yet it 
was not without Difficulty ; and tho' the very important For- 
treſs of Savona ſurrendered to the King of Sardinia, and by 
affording him a ſafe Port and a ſtrong Place, enabled that 
Prince to ſend frequent Supplies to his own and the Imperial 


Troops that had entered France, and notwithſtanding the 


Iſlands upon the Coaſt were reduced, yet Count Brown found 
it impracticable to extend his Conqueſts, or even to reduce 
Antibes fot want of a proper Train of Artillery, and a neceſſary 
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Quantity of Military Stores, before the French were in a Con- 
dition to act offenſively. Marſhal Belleiſie who commanded 
their Forces on that Side, behaved with all the Military Skill 
and Caution poſſible, and did not attempt any thing of Conſe- 
quence, till he had acquired ſuch a Superiority of Force, as 
rendered it utterly impoſſible for Count Brown to think of 
venturing an Engagement, in which, if he had had the work, 
it would not only have been deciſive, with Reſpect to the At- 
my he commanded, but muſt have ruined the Affairs of Jah 
entirely. He therefors very wiſely choſe to make a time 
and prudent Retreat, and having raiſed the Siege of Antibes, 
repaſſed the Yar in the Sight of a much ſuperior Army, with- 
out any Loſs either of Troops or of Credit. 

In the mean Time the Imperial Army in Italy under the 
Command of Count Schulembergh, formed the Stege of Genoa, 
in which he was greatly aſſiſted by the Engliſb Fleet, which 
had alſo contributed as far as could be expected to the Sup- 
port of Count Brown, while he remained in Provence. But 
the Genoeſe, prompted by Neceſſity and Deſpair, and at the 
ſame Time thoroughly ſupported by France, who will be 
always ſollicitous for the Safety of her Allies, when upon that 
alone her own Security depends, defended themſelves ſo obſti- 
nately, that when Marſhal ary paſſed the Var, and ad- 
vanced again into the County of Nice, the Imperialiſis found 
themſelves obliged to retite, that they might provide againſt 
that double Invaſion which the Enemy meditated, and which, 
as ſhall be elſewhere ſhewn, was happily defeated. 

The Campaign this Year in the Low Countries, tho it 
promiſed fair at the Beginning, and ſome plauſible Hopes there 
were that Antwerp would have been recovered, was very un- 
fortunate in its Concluſion, The French King in Perſon 
commanded his Army, and had under him thoſe two great 
Officers who owe their Fame and Fortune to that War, and 
to the Manner in which they conducted it, having the Ad- 
dreſs to procure by the King's Preſence fuch an extraordinary 
Attention to all their Demands, as ſeldom fails to render an 
Army victorious. They had already ruined the Barrier, and 
not only taken but deſtroyed thoſe important Fortreſſes which 
had been confidered as. the Bulwark of the Imperial and 
Dutch Territories, and in that Light were likewiſe held of 
the higheſt Conſequence to Great Britain. They now fell 
directly upon the Dutch Territories, and having gained an 
Advantage over the Allies in the Battle of Mae/tricht, formed 
the Siege of Bergen-op-Zoom, and with a prodigious Expence 
of Men, as well as by improving the fatal Miſtakes ; 
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the Conduct of the Dutch Officers, made themſelves Maſters 
of that ſtrong Place, and thereby gave ſuch a Turn to Af- 
fairs on that Tide, as made a Peace very deſirable. 

There had been a Negotiation ſor that Purpoſe at Breda, 
in which however it did not appear that the Houſe of Bour- 
bon was much inearneſt. But notwithſtanding this, towards the 
Cloſe of this Year, the Courts of Ver /ailles and Madrid ſeemed 
to change their Sentiments, and finding all their Efforts for di- 
viding the Allies and making a ſeparate Peace ineffectual, they 
began to think in Reality of reſtoring the general Tranquility, 
which was now become to the full as requiſite for them, as for 
thoſe whom they had forced into a bloody and expenſive War, 
in Support of publick Faith and the Liberties of Europe. Before 
theſe pacifick Meaſures could be put into a regular Train, it 
was requiſite to provide for the Continuance of the War in 
ſuch + ines, as that the Houſe of Bourbon might perccive, 
that the Houſe of Au/tria and her Allies were in a Condition 
to inſiſt upon reaſonable Terms, and to expect -that this 
ruinous and expenſive War ſhould not end in a precarious 
and ill concerted Pacification. 

With this View a Convention was ſigned for aſſembling a 
formidable Army in the Low Countries, which might procure 
Time for a Body of Ruſſian Auxiliaries to make the long March 
neceſſary before they could arrive at the Scene of Action, and 
afford thereby a moral Certainty of putting a Stop to the 
French Conqueſts, or even giving a new Turn to Affairs on 
the Side where they had hitherto gone worſt, and where any 
Turn once given muſt have thrown the Concerns of the Houſe 
of Bourbon into the greateſt Confuſion, But notwithſtanding 
this Convention, the French knew how to profit by their im- 
mediate Superiority, and taking the Field earlier than could 
be expected by a lucky Temerity inveſted the Fortreſs of 
Maeſtricht before the Allies were in a Condition to offer them 
Battle. Affairs in Italy however were more upon an Equality, 
and tho* the Duke de Richlieu commanded the Succours of 
the Houſe of Bourbon in the Room of the Duke of Boufflers, 
which were very conſiderably reinforced, yet the Imperial 
Generals in ah threatened the Dominions of Gema with ano- 
ther Invaſion, and that Capital with a freſh Siege. It is true 
that Marſhal Belleifle on one Side made ſuch Diſpoſitions in 
the County of Nice, as ſeemed to foretell a freſh Irruption into 
the Sardinian Territories ; and on the other, the Motions of 
his Sicilian Majeſty's Troops on his Frontiers looked as if 
he was inclined to aſſiſt the Genoeſe ; but then his Sardinian 


Majeſty was in a Condition = ſtop the Progreſs of the French 
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and there were juſt Reaſons to believe that the King of Napla 
would hardly commit another Breach of that Neutrality, 
which had with ſome Difficulty been obtained for his Domi- 
nions by the Intereſt of his Poliſb Majeſty. 

The Negotiations for a general Peace, were opened as early 
as the Campaign, at -Aix-la-Chapelle; and tho' the Houſe of 
Bourbon and its Allies had not acknowledged the Emperor in 
that Quality, and for this Reaſon oppoſed the admitting an 
Imperial Miaiſter at Breda; yet now that Scruple was no 
longer inſiſted upon, and the Count de Kaunitz Rittberg in 
Quality of Miniſter Plenipotentiary from her Imperial Ma- 
jeſty, aſſiſted at this Congreſs ; to which the Earl of Sand- 
wich waz ſent on the Part of the King of Great Britain, 
the Count de Chavannes for the King of Sardinia, and Count 
Bentinck, with four other Plenipotentaries from the States ; 
his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty entruſted the Care of his In- 
tereſts with the Count de St. Severin d' Arragon ; the Pleni- 

potentiary of his Catholic Majeſty was Don Faques de Soto 
Major ; and the Duke of Modena and the Republick of Gen 
ſent their Plenipotentiaries alſo. Things went very leiſurely 
at firſt, but the Siege of Magſtricht being puſhed in a very 
extraordinary Manner by Marſhal Saxe, who is ſaid to have 
flattered himſelf with the Hopes of over-running Holland be- 
fore the Ruſſians (notwithſtanding the Expedition of their 
March) could join the Allies ; quickened the Pace of the 
Plenipotentiaries, and that to ſuch a Degree as to produce the 
Plan of a general Peace under the Title of Preliminaries, 
which were ſigned very unexpectedly April the 3oth 1748, 
N. S. by the Plenipotentiaries of France, Great Britain, and 
Holland, to which their reſpective Allies thought proper ſoon 
after to accede. 

There were indeed ſome Exceptions taken at the Manner 
in which this great Affair was concluded, as well as to the 
Matter of the Preliminaries ; but upon the whole, as the Ne- 

ceſſity of this Meaſure at that Juncture excuſed the former, 
ſo the Advantages that were expected from the reſtoring pub- 
lick Tranquility, were in the End judged a ſufficient Equiva- 
lent for the latter ; and therefore the Negotiations of Peace 
proceeded, and a Ceſſation immediately took Place in the Low 
Countries, as the March of the Ruſian Auxiliaries, who b) 
this Time had reached the Frontiers of the Empire, wa 
likewiſe ſuſpended. In Itah, by the Dilatorineſs of the Ge 
noeſe, ariſing from ſome Cauſe hitherto concealed, the Ope- 
rations of the War went on, till that Republic found ſufficient 
Reaſon to repent her languid Manner of acting, and to _— 
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the Benefit of thoſe Preliminaries which ſhe ſeemed to accept 
with ReluQancy 3 in this Situation Things continued for about 
five Months, notwithſtanding ſome Impatience expreſſed by 
the Publick, for the Delay of a Bleſſing which they expected 
with ſo much Ardour, Yet if we conſider how many Diffi- 
culties there were to get over, what a Variety of Intereſts to 
reconcile, and how hard it muſt have been to make the par- 
ticular Schemes of certain Courts bend and give Way to 
a general Syſtem calculated for the common Advantage, we 
ſhall rather wonder at their Expedition than entertain a Doubt 
that any Time was loſt, The Definitive Treaty was ſigned 
October the 18th 1748, and was concluded in the fame Man- 
ner with the Preliminaries, that is to ſay, France, Great Bri- 
tain and Holland were the only contracting Parties, and the 
reſt of the Powers at War acceded thereto. 

This Method proved very agreeable to the Sentiments of the 
Court of Vienna, where, notwithſtanding all that had been 
ſuffered by the War, and all the Evils that were to be feared 
from the Continuance of it, the Sacrifices to be made by this 
Peace made it reliſh but indifferently. It was particularly 
thought hard, that as the Peace itſelf was to be purchaſed by 
an Eſtabliſhment for the Royal Infant Don Philip, at the Ex- 
pence of the Empreſs Queen, ſhe ſhould alſo be obliged to 
adhere to thoſe Ceſſions that were made by the Treaty of 
Wirms purely to avoid this Neceſſity, and to prevent the 
giving any ſuch Equivalent. But tho” at firſt Sight, and more 
eſpecially upon the View of a certain Paper made publick 
upon this Occaſion, there ſeem to be great Force and Weight 
in this Objection; yet, when thoroughly weighed and can- 

didly conſidered, it will not perhaps to impartial Judges ap- 
pear ſo concluſive as to induce an Opinion, that her Imperial 
Majeſty departed in the leaſt either from her Dignity or her 
true Intereſt in complying with it. For as to the Eſtabliſn- 
ment, the real Expediency of granting it was altogether in- 
dependent of the Treaty of Worms, ſo far as regarded his 
Sardinian Majeſty, to whom certain Ceſſions were made by 
that Treaty, and who was to ſuffer by this as well as her Im- 
perial Majeſty on the other Side ; his Sardinian Majeſty hav- 
ing complied with his Stipulations in that Treaty, and by 
theſe Means contributed to the greatS ucceſles in Italy, had 
from thence a very clear Title to the Advantages derived to 
him from that Treaty, more eſpecially when it is conſidered 
how deeply his Dominions had ſuffered during the Courſe 
of the War, into which he had entered from a Principle of 


publick Spirit, and out of which he might at any Time 
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have extricated himſelf with equal, not to ſay greater Ad- 
vantages, than he was to reap by this Definitive Treaty, 

But having now deduced Things as low as can be ex- 
pected in this Chapter, we ſhall conclude it by taking a ſhort 
View of the Alterations made by this Definitive Treaty, in 
Reſpect to the Poſſeſſions of the Empreſs Queen, and the Ad- 
vantages in Conſideration of which thoſe Alterations were ad- 
mitted ; for this being done, we ſhall have a diſtin Idea 
of the preſent State of the Houſe of Auſtria, with Reſpect 
to its Power and Influence, and be from thence in a better 
Condition to judge of its true Intereſts in Time to come, 
In the firſt Place then we are to obſerve, that by the twenty- 
ſecond Article of the Definitive Treaty, the Duchy of Sil 
lea and the County of Glatz are guarantyed to his Pruſſian 
Majeſty by all the contracting Parties; which however is not 
to be conſidered as an original Conceſſion by this Treaty, but 
as a Confirmation of what had been yielded to him by her 
Imperial Majeſty in former Treaties, and more eſpecially by 
that of Dreſden. By the thirteenth Article, her Imperial 
Majeſty ſtipulates to reſtore to his Serene Highneſs the Duke 
of Modena, the Fieſs he poſſeſſes in the Kingdom of Hin- 
gary; which is alſo no new Conceſſion, but à bare Reſtitu- 
tion of what her Imperial Majeſty had ſeized, upon that 
Prince's entering into a War againſt her. By the twelfth 
Article, her Majeſty confirms to the King of Sardinia the 
Ceſſions formerly made him, as well as thoſe granted by the 
Treaty of Worms in the Year 1743 and this likewiſe is no 
new Conceſſion by the Definitive Treaty, but a Confirma- 
tion of what was yielded before. 

In the thirteenth and fourteenth Articles, her Imperial 
Majeſty conſents to reftore the Duchy of Medena and all its 
Dependencies to the Duke its lawful Sovereign ; and under- 
takes to give the fame Prince Satisfaction for his Rights to 
certain allodial Eſtates in the Duchy of Gua/talla ; and all 
theſe except the laſt are barely Reſtitutions, as is alſo 
what is farther ſtipulated in the ſame Articles with Reſpect to 
the Republick of Genca. But in the ſeventh Article, her 
Imperial Majeſly makes an entire Ceſſion of the Duchics 
of Parma, Placentia, and Guafalla to the Infant Don Philip, 
to be held by him and the Heirs Male of his Body born in 
Marriage, till ſuch Time as he or his Deſcendants ſhall gain 
the Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, or of 
S/ ain, when thoſe Duchies are to revert to their former Pol- 
ſeſſors, and conſequently except what was formerly granted to 
his Sardinian Majeſty, to the Empreſs Queen, or to her De- 
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ſcendants. This is the great, one may ſay the only Conceſſion, 
that for the Sake of Peace and the Reſtitution of the great 
Towns, ſtrong Fortreſſes, and large Diftricts that had been taken 
from her in the Low Countries, her Imperial Majeſty has made. 

How far theſe Ceſſions infringe the Settlement of the Au- 


firian Territories by the Pragmatick Saction, and in what 


Degree the Loſs of them affects the Power of the Houſe of 
Auſtria in Italy, will be ſhewn in another Place ; let us ob- 


- ſerve at preſent, that theſe Ceflions are but temporary, and 


that the ſame Guarantees which ſecure the Eſtabliſhment of 
the Royal Infant Don Philip, ſecure likewiſe the Reverſion 
of this Eſtabliſhment to the Empreſs Queen, or to her Heirs ; 
we may likewiſe venture to aſſert, without pretending to the 
Gift of Prophecy, that the recovering the Poſſeſſion of thoſe 
Countries will be then effected without involving Europe in a 
new War. 

As to the Advantages which ariſe to her Imperial Majeſty 
and her auguſt Houſe, from the Definitive Treaty of Aix la 
Chapelle, we are firſt to reckon the Acknowledgment of his 
Imperial Majeſty in that Quality, tho' ſtrictly ſpeaking this was 
an Effect of the Preliminaries; we may next give place to the 
ſecond Article,by which the Treaties of Męſiphalia, Nimeguen, 


Ryſwick, Utrecht, Baden,theQuadruple Alliance, and the Treaty 


of Vienna, are renewed. By the ſixth Article it is ſtipulated, 
that all the Conqueſts made by the French in Flanders ſhould 
be reſtored ; and by the twenty-firſt Article, the Pragmatick 
SanQtion made by the late Emperor Charles VI. April 19th, 
1719, is ſolemnly guarantied by all the contracting Parties, 
except in the Alterations made by the Definitive Treaty itſelf. 

On the whole therefore it appears, that conſidering the 
very high Demands made at the breaking out of the War, 
the very formidable Alliance by which thoſe extraordinary De- 
mands were ſupported, and the Backwardneſs ſhewn by ſeve- 
ral Powers (excluſive of thoſe who actually attacked the 
Queen of Hungary) to maintain their Guaranties of the Prag- 
matick Sanction, that the Power of the moſt auguſt Houſe 
of Auſtria has not ſuffered any conſiderable Diminution ; and 
if we reflet upon procuring the Imperial Crown for the 
Grand Duke of Tuſcany, and the conciliating the Affections 
of the Hungarian Nation, we ſhall run no Hazard of being 
refuted if we aſſert, that its Luſtre and Credit are rather aug- 
mented than diminiſhed. 

It will paſs with ſome for an high Piece of Imprudence to 
add any thing farther upon this Subject; but as the profeſſed 
Deſign of this Work is to ſhew, that human Prudence alone 
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is very capable of penetrating, in ſome Degree, into future 
Events, we will adventure to own it is in our Opinion highly 
probable, that the Eſtabliſhment of the Houſe of Auſtria will, 
within the Compaſs of the preſent Age, grow more ſolid, and 
become more firmly rooted, than it has been eſteemed in our 
Times; and will conſequently have a ſtronger Influence, as 
it muſt always retain the ſame Intereſt in ſupporting the Ba- 
Jance of Power in Europe, upon which its Fame and Autho- 
rity, and, what is ſtill more, its Safety, will ever depend, 
In faying this, we oblige ourſelves to aſſign the Reaſons of 
this Opinion; for in political Treatiſes nothing is to be aſſer- 
ted from Motives that muſt be concealed : Such as predict 
Things from their Knowledge of what was formerly ſtiled 
Occult Philoſophy, claimed a Privilege of this Sort; but no 
- ſuch Claim will ever be put in by one who either is, or be- 
lieves himſelf to be a Politician, 

There are then three Cauſes that have led us to this Aſſer- 
tion; we will ſtate them freely and fairly, and then leave the 
Reader to approve or cenfure them as he thinks fit. In the 
firſt Place, it is highly likely that the Guaranties contained in 
the Definitive Treaty will be punctually performed, and that 
for many Reaſons ; let us mention only a few: The Breach of 
good Faith in that Reſpe was attended with ſuch fatal Con- 
ſequences in the laſt War, that it will teach the Stateſmen in 
all Courts and Countries, to diſcern that nothing great or good 
can flow from ſuch a Conduct, The Parties are reciprocally 
intereſted, and any Chicanery upon one Point of the Guaran- 
ty would afford a Precedent fatal to the whole ; and there- 
fore tho* there may be Courts not over tender of the Con- 
cerns of their Neighbours, they will nevertheleſs be unwilling 
to take ſuch Meaſures as may be dangerous to their own. It is 
not improbable that certain Powers, whoſe Good-will in the 
Performance of their Stipulations there is moſt Reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect, thay have the firſt Occaſion to recur to the general Gua- 
ranty in this Treaty, for their own Security. More might 
be advanced upon this Subject, but, to the Intelligent, what 
has been already ſaid will be ſufficient. 

The ſecond Cauſe is this, That their Imperial Majeſties have 
a numerous Iſſue, and as theſe Princes and Princefles grow up, 
they will certainly contract Alliances by Marriages, that 
cannot but ſtrengthen the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria ex- 
ceedingly ; and this is ſo fair a Proſpect, that whoever confi- 
ders it attentively, and compares it with the different View in 
which that auguſt Houſe was conſidered from the Beginning 


of the preſent Century, as wellas with the Light in which — 
Other 
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ether Houſe at preſent ſtands ; whoever, I ſay, coolly and 
attentively contemplates this, cannot fail of perceiving, that 
we have not gueſſed at random. 

The third Cauſe is, the Diſcovery that this laſt War has 
made of the real and inherent Strength derived to this illuſtri- 
ous Family from its hereditary Dominions, and the new 
Turn that this has given to the Politicks of the Court of Vi- 
enna, where no longer regarding the antiquated Maxims of 
thoſe who would make the Cuſtoms of former Ages, whe- 
ther reaſonable or not, the Laws of the preſent, it is now 
thought neceſſary toemploy Men in the Cabinet for their Abi- 
lities, for their military Virtues in the Field, and for their 
eminent Integrity on the Benches of Juſtice, where the Piety 


of their Imperial Majeſties heightens the Luſtre of their tem- 


poral Stations, and where their own Examples, in Point of 
Virtue, Vigilance and and Clemency, merit the univerſal 
Approbation and Applauſe of their Subjects, and ſeem to have 
attracted the Bleſſing of God upon their Counſels, and that 
in a Degree very * even to the People of this Age, 
who amongſt all their Follies, are not juſtly chargeable with 
Credulity, at leaſt upon this Head, 

After ſo ample a Detail as this, of the Hiſtory of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, from the Time of its becoming poſſeſſed of the 
Imperial Scepter, down to the preſent, we are next, accord- 
ing to our Plan, to conſider its Intereſts ; and theſe will fall 
naturally under five ſeveral Heads. The Firſt, in Regard to 
the Imperial Dignity, ſo happily reſtored to this auguſt Fami- 
ly; and what we have to ſay upon this Head, may be redu- 
ced within a very narrow Compaſs. As it is the Intereſt of 
the Princes and States of the Empire, for preſerving a Bul- 
wark againſt the Infidels, a proper Ballance of Power againſt 
France, and the Tranquillity of Germany, to continue the 
ſupreme Power in this Family ; fo on the other Hand, it is 
certainly the Intereſt of the Houſe of Auſtria, while poſleſs'd 
of the Imperial Dignity, to maintain the Freedom and Inde- 
pendence of the Empire, together with the Privileges and 
Immunities of all its Members. 

This Conduct can alone ſecure to that Houſe the Support 


of the Empire upon all Occaſions, and which though from 


paſt Experience, Politicians may poſſibly conſider as a Thing 
rather of Shew than Conſequence, yet it may become of ve- 
ry great Efficacy and Importance. For as the Intereſts of the 
Emperor and Empire are always the ſame, ſo if they were 
conſtantly and firmly united, it is very evident that the Ger- 
nanict Body would be always an Equal, if not an Over- 
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er whatever. 

A gentle and mild Adminiſtration therefore, that may con- 
ciliate the Hearts of the German Princes, ſo as to bring them 
to juſt and warm Sentiments of their own Intereſt, will be 
the moſt eaſy and expeditious Means of inducing them to con- 
fide in and pay a proper Reſpe and Duty to the Head of the 
Empire, will detach them from France, and from every other 
Foreign Power, none of which ever had or can have any 
Influence over them, but from their real or imaginary Ap. 
— of the Ambition and Power of the Houſe of 

rides | ; ; 

This once removed, the Emperor would become the great- 
eft and moſt formidable Prince in Europe, that is, conſidered 
in a defenſive Light, if attacked without Reaſon or juſt Pro- 
vocation, and would therefore be revered by his Neighbours, 
inftead of being dependent upon them; and be capable of 
protecting his Allies, without ever being under the Neceſſity 
of ſeeking beyond the Limits of Germany for any Aſſiſtance. 
At preſent, this will to many appear a Doctrine very ſtrange 
and improbable ; but to ſuch as examine carefully and atten- 
tively, it muſt ſeem very juſt and reaſonable, and at the fame 
Time no leſs eaſy and practicable. 

The Emperor by his Prerogative has many Opportunities to 
benefit and oblige moſt of the Princes and States of the Em- 
pire, and can always defend and protect them, This Power 
therefore, wiſely and ſeaſonably exerted, may ſuffice to bring 
about all that I alledge might be expected from it; in the mean 
Timel deſire it may be underſtood, that I do not ſpeak abſo- 
lutely, but conditionally. I do not ſay this will, but affirm 
only that it may very well happen, of which the Reader muſt 
be convinced when he has read and conſider'd what we have 
to offer in Relation to the Kingdom of Hungary. 

The next Point that claims our Regard, is the Intereſt of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, as a Member of the Germanick Body. 
As to this it is apparent, that her Power is already ſufficiently 
great, and that it cannot be for her Advantage to endeavour 
to enereaſe it at the Expence of her Neighbours, which indeed 
is the fole Thing that has hitherto turned, or can at any 
Time turn to her Prejudice. While ſhe remains ſati 
with her Poſſeſſions, and forms no Pretenſions upon the Do 
minions of others, it is highly probable, that as the War s 
now over, ſhe may find her Neighbours diſpoſed to live with 
ber upon Terms of Friendſhip and Reſpect. i 
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If ſhe is ever inclined to enlarge her Territories, it ought 
to be thoſe that lie without the Empire, and even this muſt 
be done with very great Caution ; for at preſent there is ſuch 


a Spirit of Jealouſy in all Powers, that they cannot with any 
Patience ſee Acquiſitions made, which increaſe the Strength 
of their Neighbours, and conſequently alter that Proportion 
between them, upon which they conceive their own Safety 
in a great Meaſure depends. Yet the Houſe of Auſtria 
may, without any Hazard, augment her real and internal 
Force, while ſhe is content to preſerve the antient Limits of 
her Dominions. Almoſt all her Hereditary Countries are ca- 
pable of great Improvements ; the Kingdom of Bohemia, and 
the Provinces that border on the Adriatick more eſpecially. 
The reviving of Trade in theſe Parts, and encouraging the 
mutual Commerce of the Subjects in all her Dominions, 
might render the Empreſs Queen a much richer, and conſe- 
ently a more powerful Sovereign than ſhe is at preſent, 
— of thoſe Nations that in the late War were famous for 
furniſhing her Armies with Irregulars, are known to have a 
great Turn for Trade ; and if properly encouraged, would 
not fail of rendering her as eſſential Services in Peace as in 
War. The only Check in this Reſpect, that hitherto has 
hinder'd their Genius from appearing, is the Want of Religi- 
ous Liberty; ſince it muſt be owned the Houſe of Auſtria has 
in ſome Meaſure picqued itſelf on a Zeal for the Popiſh Faith, 
that bordered upon Bigotry : And yet through the Courſe of 
the two laſt Wars, the Court of Rome has been ſo far from 
making any proper Returns, that ſhe has actually ſhewn a 
manifeſt Partiality in Favour of the Houſe of Bourbon. 
Any Relaxation in this Kind, ariſing from the Gratitude of 
the Court of Vienna, would have wonderful Effects, for it 
could not fait of rendering all the Countries under her Obe- 
dience more populous, and conſequently more rich and fruit- 
ful than they are at prefent. Neither ought this Liberty of 
Conſcience to extend only to the Lutherans and the Reform- 
ed, but to the Members of the Greek Church, to the Mora- 
vians, and indeed to Chriſtians in general ; for this would 
draw Multitudes out of the Tur#;/þ Dominions into thoſe of 
the Houſe of Aſtria, and contribute at once to % the 
Hands of the Empreſs, and to weaken thoſe of her Enemies. 
As Sovereign of Hungary, the Houſe of Auſtria is ex- 
tremely powerful ; and it is with great Pleaſure we can ob- 
ſerve her preſent Majeſty has taken ſuch Meaſures, as ought 
to be a Rule to all her Succeſſors. On the 25th of Fune 
1741, ſhe was crowned at Presboarg with all the Ceremo- 
| nies 
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nies uſual in. that Kingdom, having firſt confirmed to the 
Proteſtants the future Enjoyments of all their Rights with re- 
gard to Religion, and agreed to the Capitulation drawn up by 
the Diet, of which the following were the chief Articles, 

I. That the Kingdom ſhall never be without a Palatine; * 
and that after the Death of the Veldt-Marſhal Count Pai, 

the Diet ſhall be convoked in order to chuſe one out of the 
four Perſons that the Queen ſhall propoſe. 

IT. That in caſe the Queen dies (which God forbid) be- 
fore the young Arch-duke is out of his Minority, the Pala- 
tine ſhall be his Guardian in this Kingdom. 

III. That the Employments in this Realm ſhall be given 
tonone but Hungarians. 

IV. That ſuch of the Nobleſſe as have purchaſed Eſtates 
of Peaſants (or Roturiers) which only are liable to be charged 
with Impoſts, ſhall pay none for the ſaid Eſtates. 

It was by theſe Conceſſions, and by the moſt gracious and 
popular Speeches on all Occaſions publick and private, that 
her Majeſty, while ſhe remained in that Kingdom, changed 
the Face of it entirely, and procured ſuch Succours from 
thence, as enabled her to make head againſt all her Enemies: 
Neither was it for once, or from a ſudden and onate Ex- 
preſſion of their Affection and Loyalty, moved by the Good- 
neſs and the Diſtreſs of the Queen, that this Aſſiſtance was 
received; but it continued through the War as conſtant and 
regular as her Occaſions required, to the juſt and immortal 
Honour of that brave and generous Nation. 

We have already pointed out in the Courſe of this Hiftory, 
the ſad Condition of this Country in former Reigns, and the 
mean Opinion her Imperial Majeſty's Grandfather had of the By 
Fidelity and Power of the Hungarians, when he affirmed that 
he had ſpent more in defending them than their Kingdom was 
worth ; and which if it did not belong to him as a Conque- 
ror, ought to be reputed his as a Purchaſer, as much as any of 
his hereditary Dominions. Notions inſpired no doubt by Je- 
ſuits and ſelf-intereſted Stateſmen, who had nothing in view 
but to make their court to his Imperial Majeſty by a falſe 
Shew of Zeal for his Family, at the ſad Expence of a gallant 
and loyal, but then dejected and oppreſſed Nation: A Nation 
equally expoſed to continual Invaſions from Infidels Abroad, 
to the ſubtil Intrigues of falſe, Patriots, and the baſe Compla- 
cency of falſe Courtiers at Home, 

But the preſent Queen, when except this, ſhe had ſcarce 
any other Territories left, was able to draw from it Reſources 


ſufficient for the Recovery of all the reſt : And thence to de- 
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monſtrate to all the World, that it is not an abſolute Prince, 


Laws, that is the moſt powerful, the moſt formidable, the 
moſt Maſter of the Lives and Fortunes of his or her Subjects. 
We cannot therefore doubt that the ſame Maxims will for the 
future be purſued ; in conſequence of which, from being 
thought the leaſt conſiderable, Hungary will from henceforth 
be reputed one of the moſt potent Monarchies in Europe. 

It may not be amiſs to obſerve in this Place, it was from 
that unexpected Support the Empreſs received from the Peo- 
ple of Hungary, ſuch an additional Weight has been thrown 
into the Scale of the Houſe of Auſtria, as none of our Poli- 
ticians have duly conſidered, and which notwithſtanding 
ought to be looked upon as one of the moſt ſingular Events 
produced by the late War. In all Probability it has been the 
real Cauſe why the Tur#s have never attempted to interfere, or 
to give the leaſt Diſturbance to her Imperial Majeſty, though 
continually prompted to it by France. They ſaw that the Union 


Subjects, has reſtored the ancient Vigour of the Hungarian 
Militia z ſo that if a War ſhould happen, the Hungarians 
alone would be able to make head againſt their whole Force, 
and perhaps make ſome Impreſſion on the Ottoman Empire it- 
ſelf, at a time when from the Diſorders in the Adminiſtration 
of the Government, its Credit and Forces are equally weak. 

Beſides, even in Regard to France, the State of Things is 
very much changed, in conſequence of the Alteration that 
happened in Hungary; for when at a very ſmall Expence, 
the French kept up a Malecontent Party there, which was 
always ſure of private Support, if not of open Countenance 
from the Turks, they were ſecure of a Diverſion on that Side ; 
and have ſometimes carried this ſo far as to bring ſome of the 
bold Irregulars, who now ſerye with ſo much 4 in 
the Imperial Armies, as hoſtile Plunderers into the Suburbs 
of Vienna. A wonderful and happy Change this ! from a di- 


well-principled People; from being the Terror, to become 
the Protectors of the Autrians ; from being ſcarce ſeen in, 
to make, as they now do, ſo great a Figure in their Armies. 
In ſhort, this Advantage, which has been the Reſult of the 
War juſt concluded, may be conſidered as ſome Equivalent 
for the Danger and Expence of it. 

The Houſe of Auſtria is alſo to be regarded as one of the 
greateſt Powers in Italy; and it will be certainly its Intereſt 
to ſecure the Ballange in that Country, by remaining fir my 

| | unit 


bat a Prince governing a free People according to theit own 


which reigns in that Country between the Sovereign and her 


vided, diſcontented and diſtracted, to a united, loyal, and 
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united to the King of Sardinia ; for while this Union ſub. ll 
ſiſts, it is impoſſible that the Houſe of Bourbon ſhould bring 
any of her ambitious Projects to bear. The Neutrality of 
Tuſcany, the keeping a Court at Plorence, and the maintain- 
ing the Privileges of Leghorn, as a free Port, are Meaſures 
ſo right in themſelves, and which ſeem to be ſo well under- 
ſtood by the Court of Vienna, that we can have no Doubt 
of their being conſtantly purſued, | 
Another Advantage that will reſult from her Territories in 
this Country to the Houſe of Auſtria, is, the having it in 
her Power to provide for the younger Branches of the Fami- 
ly by the conſiderable Governments ſhe has to beſtaw ; and 
by this means ſhe will take at once the moſt effectual Mea- 
ſure for the Security of theſe Provinces, and for the ſuitable 
Support of the Princes and Princeſſes of the Imperial and 
Arch-Ducal Houſe without any additional Expence, and this 
too in the Manner moſt agreeable to the Genius and Te 
of her Subjects, as well as the moſt capable of defeating ei- 
ther the open or ſecret Deſigns of her Enemies. So that 
on the whole,. Nothing can contribute more to the reviving 
and . the Luſtre of the Houſe of Auſtria, than 
ſuch a Diſpoſition of her Italian Territories 
Me now come to the laſt Article, which is the Intereſt of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, as Sovereign of the Low Countries, 2 
Point of the greateſt Conſequence to that Family, and indeed 
to all Europe. It is by her being in Poſſeſſion of theſe Pro- 
vinces, that ſhe becomes the natural and perpetual Ally of the 
Maritime Powers, who have never failed to ſhew the utmoſt 
Readineſs to ſupport her Intereſt. By her being in Poſſeſſion 
of theſe Countries, ſhe covers the Republick of Holland from 
the Power of France; and may be likewiſe ſaid to form a 
Barrier againft that dangerous and ambitious Power, in fa- 
your of Great Britain alſo, . 4 
-, Whilſt ſhe preſerves theſe Countries, ſhe cannot fail of 
preſerving the unalterable Affection of her Neighbours; and 
therefore it is her Intereſt to be as tender of theſe Provinces, 
as of any Part of her Dominions. She ſees by fatal Experience, 
what dreadful Conſequences follow the neglecting her Frontiers 
on that Side, and therefore ſhe will certainly avoid committing 
the like Miſtake for the future. It is a viſible Error, to ſup- 
poſe that theſe Provinces may be abfolutely truſted to the Care 
of the Maritime Powers, and to imagine that this may be 
ſome Excuſe for being leſs mindful of their Security, The con- 
trary is very plain ; if the Auſtrian Garriſons in thoſe Countries 
were kept complete, and their Fortreſſes in a 9 of 
ences 
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Defence, the Dutch would have nothing to apprehend from 


| the Power of France, and would conſequently act upon all 


Occaſions with Dignity and Spirit; whereas a contrary Con- 
duct leaves them ſo open to their Enemies, and gives ſuch 
Opportunities to the Emiſſaries of France, and to the diſcon- 
tented Party in that Country, as muſt neceſſarily weaken, or 
which is worſe, intimidate, a popular Government. 

On the other Hand, the Conduct of the Dutch in all ſuch 
Conjunctures, muſt have ſuch an Influence upon that of Great 
Britain, that in Reſpect to both, it will be certainly found the 
Intereſt of the Houſe of Auſtria to manifeſt the utmoſt Con- 
cern for theſe Provinces, by the Juſtice of her Government, 
by encouraging the Commerce of the Inhabitants, by apply- 
ing the Revenues for their Defence, and by keeping every 
Thing in ſuch a Condition, as that France ſhall never be 
tempted to think it moſt for her Advantage to attack her 
Imperial Majeſty on this Side. Thus from a clear and impar- 
tial View of the preſent State and Intereſt of the Houſe of Au- 
Aria, it is fully and plainly ſhewn that ſhe has emerged from 
the late War greater, more powerful, and in a Condition of 
being a more effectual Ballance againſt the Houſe of Bourbon, 
than ſhe has been during the preſent Century. The Imperial 
Dignity is reſtored to her ; her Power in Germany is very lit- 
tle impaired ; the Kingdom of Hungary is become of infi- 
nitely greater Conſequence to her than it was ; her Dominions 
in Italy are ſafe, and it is in her own Power, by taking ſuit- 
able Meaſures for their Defence, to obtain from her Allies 
whatever Aſſiſtance is neceſſary topreſerve the Low Countries. 
This is all that is requiſite to make her as ſecure as ſhe can her- 
ſelf deſire, as much reſpected as her Friends can wiſh, and as 
powerful as the preſent Syſtem of Europe requires ſhe ſhould be. 


11 


CHAP. IX. 


The genuine Conſtitution, real Power, and natural Inte- 
reſts of the GERMAN k Body, impartially ſtated 
from the beſt and moſt aut bentick Writings of their 


own Lawyers, | 


1 H E Germanick Body is a Term with which we are very 
1 well acquainted in Britain, and the Notion we have of 
it is in the general right _ z but when we oome to 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak of it more cloſely, it does not appear, at leaft from 
general Converſation, that People enter into it very ſtricth, 
comprehend it very clearly, or are able to ſatisfy themſelves 
whether Propoſitions relating thereto, are conſiſtent with, or 
oppoſite to Truth, or even whether they are probable or in- 
probable. This, if we conſider it as a Branch of political | 
Learning, is indeed of very great Importance; but it is of 
ſtill greater Importance, when we remember that it is a 
Point which frequently concerns the immediate Safety of our 
own Country. 

Men of great Parts, and wholly devoted to the Service of 
this or that Faction, frequently introduce the Germanick Bo- 
dy into their Debates, and either exalt or depreſs, heighten 
or weaken it at Pleaſure. Sometimes we hear it magnified 
as one of the greateſt Powers in Europe, as more than a Bal 
lance for France, and as capable of itſelf to' ſecure and main- 
tain the Equilibrium, not on the Side of Germany only, but 
in Reſpect to the North, and to the Houſe of Bourbon: By 
others we are told that it is a vaſt, unwieldy, and languid 
Power; unconnected in its Parts, flow in its Reſolves, and 
dilatory in the Execution of them. 

It is to free this Subject from all Embarraſſment, and to | 
ſet it in a clear and natural Light, that we have given place 
fo this Article ; and as it is very poſſible to do this within the 
Compaſs of about an Hour's reading, it is hop'd that the 
Pains taken thereon will merit the Approbation of the Pub- 
lick ; the rather, becauſe it will appear from our Manner of 
treating it, that there is not the ſmalleſt Mixture of Prepol- 
ſeſſion or Prejudice, but that we really mean to render the 
thing as intelligible as it is in our Power to make it. 

The Empire of the Ven, of Germany, or as it is com- 
monly ſtiled, the Holy Roman Empire, was founded by Chari 
the Great; and under him and his Son, the Government was 
Monarchical ; and the Dominions of thoſe Princes being ver) 
large, and accruing to them by different Titles, they were 
governed either by Perſons veſted with Powers from the Em. 
peror immediately, or by their natural Princes, Vaſſals to the 
Emperor ; and both theſe Kinds of Governors were ſtled 
Dudes. In Reſpect to Spiritual Affairs, they were adminiſte 
red by Biſhops, and as there was a great Spirit of Religion in 
thoſe Days, this render'd thoſe Prelates very conſiderable. 

The Care of Juſtice within the Diſtricts into which the 
large Provinces were divided, belonged to an Officer called in 
Latin Comes, from whence the Word Count is derived; but 
in the German Language he was ſtiled Grave. F mn 
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Courts there was an Appeal to that of the Emperor, and 
therefore the Chief- Juſtice or Preſident of the Imperial Court 
was ſtiled Comes Palatinus, that is, Count Palatine, i. e. of the 
Palace, or in German, Palſgrave. The ſame Reaſon of 
State introduced other neceſſary Offices, ſuch as a Governor 
of the Frontiers, or Marches, thence tiled Margui/s, and by 
the Germans, Margrave, anſwering to our Lord Warden of 
the Marches ; - the Landgrave was an Officer of the ſame Na- 
ture with the Grave, or Count, but had a greater Extent of 
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the Burgrave was the Emperor's chief Officer in Towns and 
Caſtles, that is to ſay, in ſuch as belonged immediately ta 
the Emperor, and in which, when he came into the Country 
where they lay, he was wont to reſide, for in theſe only he 
kept ſuch an Officer. | 
We may from hence plainly ſee, that except the Duk 
who were Vaſſals, there were none of theſe Officers but what 
depended upon the mere Pleaſure of -the Emperor, and had 
not the leaſt Colour to expect that their Offices ſhould become 
ſettled and conſtant, much leſs hereditary. But Diviſions in 
the Imperial Family, Civil Wars, and the —_ of the 
Imperial Dignity, ſoon brought about a Change, In ſome 
Caſes the Dukes themſelves took ſuch Meaſures, that it was 
ſcarce in the Power of the Emperor to diſpoſſeſs them, or 
hinder their Sons from ſucceeding ; in others it became the In- 
tereſt of the Prince to continue this Power to them and their 
Deſcendants, in order to attach them more effeQually to his 
Family; and thus the modern Conſtitution came in, of di- 
ſtinct Principalities, owning the Emperor for their Head. 

All Beginnings are rude, and ſo was the Commencement of 
the Germanick y 3 but it is neceſſary to aſcend to the 
Origin of Things, if we will underſtand them; and when 
this is once fix d in our Minds, it is a very eaſy thing to fol- 
low the Channel from its Source. Beſides, taking Matters 
thus high, ſaves time in many other Reſpects, by explaining 
in the familiar and perſpicuous way of Narrative, a Variety of 
Terms that would ſeem harſh and unpleafant in the dry Mode 
of Interpretation, and introduced without that Caution, might 
eaſily be miſtaken, or remain for ever obſcure. 

But it was not long that Things continued in this Situati- 
on, and theſe new Princes in a State of doubtful Authority ; 
por upon the Extinction of the Imperial Line, and the ſetting 
onrad Duke of Franconia upon the Throne by an Election, 
he Rights of the Emperor and of theſe Princes came to ſtand 
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tenth Century, His Succeſſor, Henry of Saxony, had indeed 
a Notion of exerting the old Imperial Authority, to which 
the Princes thought he had no Title ; and this produced preat 
Diſturbances in his Reign, and a very oppoſite Conduct in 
his Son and Succeſſor Otho I. who courted the Princes, and 
might have made himſelf the moſt powerful Monarch of his 
Age, if the Diviſions in his own Family had not prevented it 
By the Conqueſt of Lombardy, and fixing the Imperial Dig- 
nity to the Crown of Germany, he in ſomeMeaſureextended the 
Power of his Sueceſſors; but at the ſame Time brought in cer- 
tain Inconveniencies, which were not felt before. T he Empe- 
ror thenceforward claimed the Right of approving the Biſhop 
of Rome; and the Popes, who were then much more power- 
ful than they have been ſince, formed, in their Turns, Pretenii- 
ons to name or to approve the Prelates ; and the Diſputes 
which this occaſion'd, joined to the Confuſions that naturally 
happen in elective Governments, brought the Empire into 
ſuch a Condition, that, as we have ſhewn in the Beginning of 
the laſt Article, it was found requiſite to offer the Imperial Dig 
nity to Count Redolph of Hapſburgh, in the Beginning of the 
1 3th Century: And theDiſturbances that happen'd after theEx- 
cluſion of theHouſe of Auſtria, for ſome Time made theGermar 
Princes very willing to raiſe Albert II. to the Throne in 143. 
Himſelf and his Succeſſors yielded to ſeveral Regulations 
that were favourable to the Germanick Body; more eſpecial 
the Emperor Frederick III. the leaſt powerful, and the leaft re 
ſpected of the Princes of the Houſe of Auſtria; who notwith- 
ſtanding laid the Foundation of its Power, and gave Form and 
Credit to the Germanick Conſtitution, which was improved 
by the Emperor Maximilian; who, in the Beginning of hi 
Reign, was very well inclined to remedy the Diſorders that 
had been either created or permitted by his Predeceſſors. Ur 
on his Demiſe, before Charles V. was admitted to the Impe- 
rial Dignity, the Electors thought fit to ſecure themlelve 
againſt the Effects of his great Power, by a new Step, whid 
has been ſince conſtantly followed; I mean, the ſwearing tit 
Emperor elect to certain Articles of Government, ſtiled ti 
Capitulation. In the foregoing Article we have ſhewn the At 
tempts made by the Emperors to enlarge their Authority, te 
| Meaſures taken by the Princes and States of the Empire i 
prevent their extending it, their calling in the Swedes and 
French for that Purpoſe, and the ſettling all the Pretenſions 0 
both ſides, for ever, by the famous Treaty of Meſpbala. 
As the Imperial Dignity was originally abſolute and bet 
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Succeſſors have always kept up a Claim to, and ſometimes 
have exerciſed ſuch Prerogatives. Thoſe Emperors, being 
Protectors of the Roman Church, the Popes thought it for 
their Intereſt to make them greater than any other Princes, 
and therefore ſtiled them the Temporal Heads of the Chriſti- 
an World. It was from hence they aſſumed to themſelves 
Precedence of all Kings, and even claimed a Power of mak- 
ing Kings, not by beſtowing Territories, but by granting 
that Dignity or that Title to ſuch as had them already, but 
With an inferior Stile. They pretended alſo to other Rights, 
even in the Territories of Princes without the Bounds of the 
Empire ; more eſpecially of granting Dignities to their Sub- 
jects, which however was frequently controverted, and par- 
ticularly by our Queen Elizabeth. 

It was alſo a long Time before they gave the Title of Ma- 
jeſiy to other Kings, whom they treated with that of Serenity 
only ; but theſe Notions are now almoſt wore out, except in 
Germany; and, ſetting aſide the Point of Precedence, they 
have ſcarce any other Prerogative ſuperior to other Monarchs. 


In the Empire, indeed, they have, upon particular Occaſions, 


very high Marks of Reverence paid them; and very power- 
ful Princes not only ſubmit to, but contend for the Right of 


acting as their menial Servants 3 which, at firſt ſight, may 


ſeem to be inconſiſtent with their own Dignities; but when 
cloſely examined, this ſeeming Humility is really founded on 
a Principle of Ambition. 

All the Electors have great Offices; and thoſe Offices are 
not only annexed to their Dignities, but ſeem to have been 


the Occaſion of them, which is the Reaſon of their being 


ſo tenacious in this Reſpect; and as they are capable of be- 
ing elected, as well as of electing, as they ſtile themſelves 
Coimperantes, and in the Time of a Vacancy exerciſe a part 
of the Imperial Authority, it is no Wonder that they are for 
raiſing it in Point of Stile and Prerogative as high as they can 
eſpecially as the Emperors, in return, employ that very Au- 
thority in their Favour, and would have the Electors, con- 
ſidered in that Quality, ſtand upon the Level with Kings, 
But it is neceſſary to fee who and what theſe great Princes are, 
and how they have acquired their Right of Election, which, 
mo'ꝰ now long ſince ſettled and inconteſted, was not always 
ſo ; the Election of the antient Emperors differing in many 
Reſpects from that Form of Election which has prevailed for 
ſome Ages paſt, and which, being now made a Part of the 
Germanick Conſtitution, is like to remain as long as that: ſhall 
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The Kings of Germany were always elective; but origi- 
nally this did not depend upon the great Officers of State in- 
tirely, but alſo on other Princes: And in Proceſs of Time 

Deputies of the Imperial Towns repaired to the Diet of 

Election, and gave at leaſt their Approbation to the new 
King before he was proclaimed ; but however the great Off- 
cers, by their being always about the Court, had great Ad- 
vantages of being earlier preſent at ſuch Diets, and ſo came 
to have a conſiderable Influence over the Members. | 

In the troubleſome Times, when Henry of Thuringia, 
William Earl of Holland, Richard Earl of Cornwall, and 4!- Wi 
pbonſo King of Caftile, were choſen, the Princes and great 
Towns had ſcarce an Opportunity of attending; and this 
gave ſuch a Countenance to that Right, the great Officers of 
of the Houſhold had aſſumed of electing, without conſulting 
any other Members of the Empire, that Gregory X. either 
conceived they had ſuch a Right, or was willing to favour their 
acquiring it; which induced bim to direct a Bull to thoſe 
great Officers, in which he exhorted them to elect an Empe- 
ror, and thereby put an end to the Troubles in Germany; 
ſince which they have been conſidered as the ſole EleRors, 
To ſecure the Poſſeſſion of that Dignity, they, in the 
Reign of Lewis of Bavaria, entered into a League amongſt Wi 
themſelves, which was called the Electoral Union, and which i 
was confirmed by the Emperor, and ratified afterwards by the 
famous Conſtitution of Charles IV. ſo well known to the 
World by the Title of the Golden Bull; by which alſo it was 
provided, that the Territories, with the great Offices annex- 
ed to them, and by the Poſſeſſion of which the Electoral Dig- 
nity was obtained, ſhould deſcend according to the Right of 
Primogeniture, and be abſolutely indiviſible, that the Right 
of each Elector might be the better known, and more effec- 
tually ſecured. | 
Buy this Conſtitution the Number and Titles of the Elec- 
tors, and the Manner of Election, were fully ſettled in the 
following manner : The Archbiſhop of Mentz, as Great 
Chancellor of the German Empire; the Elector of Cologn, 3 
Great Chancellor of the Empire in ah; the Elector of Tri- 
ers, as Great Chancellor of the Empire in Gaul and Arles ; 
the King of Bohemia, in Quality of Cup-bearer ; the Count 
Palatine, as high Steward ; the Duke of Saxony, as Grand 
Marſhal ; and the Margrave: of Brandenburgh, as Grand 
Chamberlain, were the Seven Eleorss 

The Duke of Bavaria, tho! in every Reſpect as powerful 
rice as any of theſe, was not thought of upon this Occalion 
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4.4 as having none of the great Offices; but he being of the ſame 
ime Houſe with the Counts Palatine, demanded to ſhare the Qua- 
et of lity of Elector with them ; and on this it was actually ſettled 
new by Treaty, that the Chiefs of the two Houſes ſhould exerciſe 
Of. that _ alternately ; butof this there is no mention made 
Ad- in the Golden Bull, When the Emperor thought fit to de- 


prive the Elector Palatine, Frederick V. of that Dignity as 


ſeſſion of it, and kept it, even by the Peace of Oſnaburgh 3 


by which an Eighth Electorate was erected in Favour of the 
rreat Flector Palatine ; and that he might not be without an Office, 
"this the Dignity of Arch- Treaſurer was conferred upon him. 


In 1692, the Emperor Leopold erected a Ninth Electorate, 
in Favour of Erne/t-Augu/tus Duke of Lunenburgh, Grand- 
father to his preſent Britannick Majeſty, which occaſioned 


” very high Diſputes ; but at laſt all things were amicably ſet- 
* led. Gn the putting the Elector of Bavaria under the Ban 


Treaſurer was given to the new Elector; the Elector Pala- 
tine getting Poſſeſſion again of his antient Title of High Ste- 
ward, which the Elector of Bavaria had kept. But upon 
the Peace of Baden, the Elector of Bavaria came again into 


10 Poſſeſſion of the Electoral Dignity, and that of High Ste- 
the ward; and the Poſt of High Treaſurer is ever ſince claimed 
the by both the Electors Palatine and of Brunſwick. 


As for the Election of a new Emperor, it is ſo effeQually 
ſettled, that there cannot now be any Diſputes about it. The 
Elector of Mentæ, in Quality of Great Chancellor of the 


's Empire, is to ſummon the reſt of the Electors upon the De- 
he miſe of an Emperor, within the Space of one Month after 
£3 he receives Notice of it; and the Day fixed for Election is 


Summons. The Clectors are not bound to attend in Perſon, 
but may ſend their Embaſſadors, as they generally do; and 
they commonly name three of theſe ; but if they neglect to 
come in Perſon, or to ſend an Embaſſador, they loſe their 
right of Election for that Time. The Place of Election is 
Frankfort upon the Maine; but that is not a Thing indiſpen- 
ſible, yet ſo that the Right of the City of Frankfort muſt be al- 
ways ſaved, in caſe the Election is at any Time made elſewhere. 
As ſoon as the Diet of Election is met, they begin to ſettle 
the Capitulation, to which the Emperor, when elected, is to 
ſwear. This is done by the College of Electors, but the Col- 
lege of Princes claim a Right of approving it; which how- 
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the Elector of Mentz appoints the Day for the actual Electi- 
on, upon which the Gates of the City are ſhut, and the Keys 
delivered to that Elector. | 

The Electors, or their Embaſſadors, repair in great Pomp 
to Church ; and when the Maſs is over, at which the Prote- 
ſtants are not obliged to be preſent, they take a very ſolemn 
Oath to chuſe without caballing, or a View to private Inte- 
reſt, the Perſon that appears to them the moſt fit for the Im- 
perial Dignity : This done, they retire to the Sacriſtry, where 
the Elector of Mentz aſks if there be any Impediment 
known why they ſhould not then proceed to an Election; and 
next he exacts a Promiſe, that the Perſon ſhall be owned and 
admitted for Emperor who ſhall be choſen by the Majority ; 
and the Declarations of the Electoral Ambaſſadors upon theſe 
two Heads are recorded by two Notaries of the Empire : Af- 
ter which all the Witneſſes are commanded to withdraw, 

After this, the Elector of Mentz collects the Suffrages, 
which are given viva voce, and laſt of all he gives his own, 
It is neceſſary that the Perſon choſen ſhould have a Majority 
of the whole Body, and not a bare Majority of Votes ; for 
ſuppoſing there were three Candidates, and one had four, an- 
other three, and another two Voices, this would be no Elec- 
tion; but any of the Electors who had Suffrages for him, 
may add his own to make up the Majority. When this is 
over, the Witneſſes that were preſent at the N of the 
Tranſaction, are again called in, and the Elector of Mentz 
declares to them the Perſon whom the Electors have choſen. 

The new Emperor however is not proclaimed, till himſelf, 
if preſent, or his Embaſſador, if abſent, has ſworn in his 
Name to theCapitulation ; and then the Election is looked up- 
on as intirely compleat. There have been ſeveral Attempts 
made to ſettle a perpetual Capitulation ; and the doing this 


is looked upon as a Point of great Conſequence to the Empire; 


but the Debates it has hitherto occaſioned in the Diet of the 
Empire, have hindered it from being brought to a Concluſion, 

The Emperors were formerly ſtiled only Kings of Germa- 
y, from the Time of their Election to the Time of their Co- 
ronation at Rome; and this ſerves to explain a Paſſage before 
made uſe of in Reſpect to the Emperor Otbo, and his annexing 
the Imperial Title to the Crown of Germany ; agreeable to 
which the Golden Bull declares, That the Electors ought to 
chuſe a King of the Romans for their future Emperor. In Re- 
ſpect to this, the Reader will obſerve, that the Office was 
conferred by the Election, and only the Title hy the Corona- 


tion : Sometimes the Popes encouraged, and were very * 
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of this, at other Times they were uneaſy at the Emperor's 
Preſence : At laſt the Inconveniencies grew ſo great on both 
Sides, that the Emperor Maximilian I. declined going to 
Rome ; and the Pope was ſo far from taking this ill, that he 
granted him a Bull, which enabled him to take the Title of 
Emperor on his being crowned in Germany. 

It remained long an Article in the Capitulation, that the 
Emperor ſhould endeavour to be crowned in that City ; but 
at the Election of the Emperor Leopold, this was left out as a 
Thing needleſs, as being cancell'd by Diſuſe. His Corona- 
tion in Germany however is ſtill required by the Capitulation, 


| and it generally follows the Election as ſoon as may be, that 


the Electors, who are obliged to be preſent at it, to perform 
their arch, or great Offices, may not be obliged to give a dou- 
ble Attendance, The Place appointed by the Golden Bull is 
the City of Aix la Chapelle, in Regard to the Reſidence of 
Charlemagne ; but not withſtanding this, he — be crowned 
in any other City, ſaving the Right of Aix la Chapelle. 


By the Golden Bull, the Coronation of the Emperor be- 
Jongs to the Archbiſhop and EleQor of Cologn ; but that is 
upon a Suppoſition that the Emperor is crowned at Aix, which 
is within his Diocefe ; and therefore when he is crowned 
elſewhere, the Ceremony is performed by the EleQor of 


Mentz, if the Place, which happens to be made choice of for 
that pompous Solemnity, is ſituated within the Dioceſe of 
Ments ; and in the Cities that are in neither of their Dioceſes, 
he and the Elector of Cologn enjoy this Honour by turns. 
When the Emperor is ſeated on the Throne, the Elector of 
Saxony puts into his Hand the Sword, of Charles the Great, 
with which he makes ſome Knights of the Holy Roman Em- 
pire, of his own Motive, and is obliged alſo to make others 
who arenominated by the reſpective Electors. 

When he comes to dine in the great Hall, he has theTable 
to himſelf, which is raiſed two Steps higher than thoſe of the 
EleQtors, and is ſerved by Counts of the Empire ; whereas the 
Electors, who have each of them his Table, are ſerved only 
by the Gentlemen of their reſpective Courts. Such of them 
as aſſiſt at this Ceremony in Perſon, fit and eat at their own 
Tables ; but thoſe who are repreſented by their Embaſſadors, 
have only Tables covered for them with empty Plates, at 
which the Embaſſador does not fit down. The Coronation 
of the Emperor is not only a great Ceremony, but a very ſig- 
nificant one alſo ; for it keeps up all the great Offices, and 
ſerves to raiſe the Authority and Dignity of the Emperor, by 

wing 
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the Elector of Mentz appoints the Day for the actual Electi- 
on, upon which the Gates of the City are ſhut, and the Keys 


delivered to that Elector. 
The Electors, or their Embaſſadors, repair in great Pomp 
to Church; and when the Maſs is over, at which the Prote- 
ſtants are not obliged to be preſent, they take a very ſolemn 
Oath to chuſe without caballing, or a View to private Inte- 
reſt, the Perſon that appears to them the moſt fit for the Im- 
perial Dignity : This done, they retire to the Sacriſtry, where 
the Elector of Mentz aſks if there be any Impediment 
known why they ſhould not then proceed to an Election; and 
next he exacts a Promiſe, that the Perſon ſhall be owned and 
admitted for Emperor who ſhall be choſen by the Majority; 
and the Declarations of the Electoral Ambaſſadors upon theſe 
two Heads are recorded by two Notaries of the Empire: Af- 
ter which all the Witneſſes are commanded to withdraw, 
After this, the Elector of Mentz collects the Suffrages, 
which are given viva voce, and laſt of all he gives his own. 
It is neceſſary that the Perſon choſen ſhould have a Majority 
of the whole Body, and not a bare Majority of Votes ; for 
ſuppoſing there were three Candidates, and one had four, an- 
other three, and another two Voices, this would be no Elec- 
tion; but any of the Electors who had Suffrages for him, 
may add his own to make up the Majority. When this is 
over, the Witneſſes that were preſent at the Beginning of the 
Tranſaction, are again called in, and the Elector of Mentz 
declares to them the Perſon whom the Electors have choſen. 
The new Emperor however is not proclaimed, till himſelf, 
if preſent, or his Embaſſador, if abſent, has ſworn in his 
Name to theCapitulation ; and then the Election is looked up- 
on as intirely compleat. There have been ſeveral Attempts 
made to ſettle a perpetual Capitulation; and the doing this 
is looked upon as a Point of great Conſequence to the Empire; 
but the Debates it has hitherto occaſioned in the Diet of the 
Empire, have hindered it from being brought to a Concluſion, 
The Emperors were formerly ſtiled only Kings of Germa- 
ny, from the Time of their Election to the Time of their Co- 
ronation at Rome; and this ſerves to explain a Paſſage before 
made uſe of in Reſpe to the Emperor Otbo, and his annexing 
the Imperial Title to the Crown of Germany; agreeable to 
which the Golden Bull declares, That the Electors ought to 
chuſe a King of the Romans for their future Emperor. In Re- 
ſpect to this, the Reader will obſerve, that the Office was 
; conferred by the Election, and only the Title by the Corona- 
tion ; Sometimes the Popes cncoungedy and were very for, 
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of this, at other Times they were uneaſy at the Emperor's 
Preſence : At laſt the Inconveniencies grew ſo great on both 
Sides, that the Emperor Maximilian I. declined going to 
Nome; and the Pope was ſo far from taking this ill, that he 

ranted him a Bull, which enabled him to take the Title of 
peror on his being crowned in Germany. 

It remained long an Article in the Capitulation, that the 
Emperor ſhould endeavour to be crowned in that City ; but 
at the Election of the Emperor Leopold, this was left out as a 
Thing needleſs, as being cancell'd by Diſuſe. His Corona- 
tion in Germany however is ſtill required by the Capitulation, 
and it generally follows the Election as ſoon as may be, that 
the Electors, who are obliged to be preſent at it, to perform 
their arch, or great Offices, may not be obliged to give a dou- 
ble Attendance, The Place appointed by the Golden Bull is 
the City of Aix la Chapelle, in Regard to the Reſidence of 
Charlemagne ; but notwithftanding this, he may be crowned 
in any other City, ſaving the Right of Aix la Chapelle. 

By the Golden Bull, the Coronation of the Emperor be- 
longs to the Archbiſhop and EleQor of Calogn ; but that is 
upon a Suppoſition that the Emperor is crowned at Aix, which 
is within his Dioceſe ; and therefore when he is crowned 
elſewhere, the Ceremony is performed by the Elector of 
Mentz, if the Place, which happens to be made choice of for 
that pompous Solemnity, is fituated within the Dioceſe of 
Mentz; and in the Cities that are in neither of their Dioceſes, 
he and the Elector of Cologn enjoy this Honour by turns. 
When the Emperor is ſeated on the Throne, the Elector of 
Saxony puts into his Hand the Sword, of Charles the Great, 
with which he makes ſome Knights of the Holy Roman Em- 
pire, of his own Motive, and is obliged alſo to make others 
who are nominated by the reſpective Electors. 

When he comes to dine in the great Hall, he has the Table 
to himſelf, which is raiſed two Steps higher than thoſe of the 
Electors, and is ſerved by Counts of the Empire; whereas the 
Electors, who have each of them his Table, are ſerved only 
by the Gentlemen of their reſpective Courts. Such of them 
as aſſiſt at this Ceremony in Perſon, fit and eat at their own 
Tables; but thoſe who are repreſented by their Embaſſadors, 
have only Tables covered for them with empty Plates, at 
which the Embaſſador does not fit down. The Coronation 
of the Emperor is not only a great Ceremony, but a very ſig- 
nificant one alſo ; for it keeps up all the great Offices, and 
ſerves to raiſe the Authority and Dignity of the Emperor, by 
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ſhewing him in ſuch high Luſtre to all who are preſent upon 
the Occaſion, at his Entrance upon his Government. 

We are now to ſpeak of the King of the Romans, which 
is a Title that has had two very different fignifications, as re- 
lating to two different Perſons, From the Time of his Elec- 
tion to that of his Coronation, the Perſon veſted with the Im- 
perial Dignity is ſtiled King of the Romans; and the pre- 
ſumptive Succeſſor, elected in the Life-time of the Emperor, 
is alſo ſtiled King of the Romans ; but ſince the Emperors 
are no longer crowned at Rome, this Diſtinction is loſt ; and 
we mean now by the King of the Romans, only the laſt men- 
tioned Perfon : And the only Reaſon I mention the Diſtinction 
here, is to let the Reader ſee, that the King of the Romans, 
mentioned in the Golden Bull, is not the laſt, but the firſt of 
theſe Perſons : For as to a Succeſſor, and his Election during 
the Life of the Poſſeſſor, there is no Direction at all given in 
that Bull, but it came in afterwards by an Agreement between 
the Emperor and the Electors, for the common Benefit of the 
Empire. 

At preſent the King of the Romans is choſen, generally 
ſpeaking, at the Requeſt and for the Eaſe of the reigning Em- 
peror, with all the — that the Golden Bull requires 
for the Election of an Emperor; and yet this Election gives 
rather a Title than an Office; for the King of the Romans, 
by an expreſs Article in his Capitulation, promiſes not to in- 
termeddle with the Affairs of the Empire — On Life of 
the Emperor; but upon his Demiſe, he becomes Emperor up- 
on his Coronation, without any ſecond Election. It is true, 
that in the Capitulation ſworn to by the Emperor Matthias, 
there was an Article inſerted, that if the Emperor, being duly 
requeſted by the Electors to yield to the Choice of a King of 
the Romans, ſhould refuſe, without rendering a ſolid Reaſon, 
they ſhould be at Liberty to ele a King of the Romans with- 
out hisConſent : But ſince that Time this Article has been omit- 
ed; probably, becauſe it was ambiguous, and could be of little 
Uſe, ſince hers was noJudge to determine whether anyReaſon 
the Emperor thought fit to aſſign, was a ſolid Reaſon or not. 

When therefore there is no King of the Romans, and by the 
Demiſe of the Emperor the Throne becomes vacant,the Golden 
Bull has provided for the Adminiſtration of the Government, 
by the Electors Palatine and of Saxony, who have the Title of 
Vicars of the Empire; and this they ſeem to have in Right of 
their reſpective Offices, the one of Count Palatine, the other 
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Proviſions are made by the Golden Bull, it does not follow 
that they did not exiſt before, but only that they were aſcer- 
tain'd and confirmed by it, | 

The Diſputes between the Electors of Bavaria and Pala- 
tine have interfered very much in this, both claiming to be 
Vicars, and both in their Turns having enjoyed it; but at 
preſent, this Difference is adjuſted by an Agreement between 
the two Families, ſo that the Empire ſuffered no Prejudice 
from it in the two laſt Vacancies. Each of theſe Vicars has 
his Diſtrict, and they have likewiſe an Aulic Council, which 
is called the Tribunal of the Vicariate; and it is eſtabliſhed 
by the Gollen Bull, that the Acts of the Vicars of the Em- 
pire, during the Vacancy ſhall be valid and binding ; but to 
prevent Diſputes, and for the greater Security, Care is taken 
to inſert an Article in the new Emperor's Capitulation, by 
which he promiſes to ratify and confirm in the fulleſt Manner 
poſſible, whatever the Vicars of the Empire have done during 
the Time of the Vacancy, 

We ſometimes meet, in the German Hiſtory, with Vicars 
of the Emperor as well as Vicars of the Empire ; and indeed 
theſe Offices differ widely : For, by Virtue of his Imperial 
Dignity, the Emperor may, if he pleaſes delegate his Power 
to any Prince of the Empire, when it ſo happens that he is 
not in a Condition to execute jt himſelf, But then this Vicar 
is very far from having the Powers of a Vicar of the Empire; 
for, in the firſt place, he is accountable to the Emperor, who 
may revoke or annul whatever he has done by Virtue of that 
delegated Power; and beſides this, his Office depends intirely 
upon the Pleaſure of the Emperor, who may determine it 
whenever he pleaſes. 

There is alſo a Vicariate of the Empire in Tah, which has 
been generally executed by the Dukes of Savoy ; but as this 
is a Matter of ſome Perplexity, does not immediately relate 
to our preſent Subject, and may be conſider'd hereafter in 
another place, there is no Occaſion for dwelling on it here; 
only it may not be amiſs to remark, that from the lateſt Prac- 
tice, in caſe of the Vacancy of the Empire, it ſeems, that 
the Affairs of Italy fall under the Direction of the Vicars of 
the Empire appointed by the Golden Bull, and as to any 
Power granted to the Duke of Savey, or any other Prince, 
by a reigning Emperor, that can only make him the Empe- 
ror's Vicar in ah, and does not veſt him with the Quality 
of Vicar of the Empire; which Offices, as the Reader will 
now clearly perceive, are very diſtinct and different * 
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It will alſo appear, from what has been ſaid, that unleſs an 
Emperor is deſirous of having a Succeſſor appointed in his 
Life-time, there can be no ſolid Reaſon aſſigned for the Elec- 
tors giving him an Aſſociate under the Title of King of the 
Romans : ſince the Emperor, if he pleaſes, may devolve any 
Part of his Authority, for his own Eaſe and the Good of the 
Empire, upon any Prince he thinks proper, with the Cha- 
racter of his Vicar ; and with this additional Advantage, that 


he may be called to account for his Adminiſtration in that 


Quality, which in the other Caſe might not be ſo eaſy, 

This Diſtinction between the Emperor and the Empire is 
neceſſary alſo in many other Caſes ; and that we may know 
how to make it, where and whenever it becomes neceſſary, we 
will endeavour to explain the Relation there is bettween the 
Members of the Empire and its Head; or, in other Words, 
the Emperor and the Princes and other Powers of the Empire. 
This the very beſt Authors on the Publick or Conſtitutional 
Law, as it is tiled in Germany, own to be a very difficult thing, 
and it appears the more ſo from their differing about it. 

But if we conſider that the Empire was firſt hereditary, and 
that the” Territories held by Lords of all Ranks and Deno- 
minations were Fjefs, granted to thoſe Lords by Inveſliture; 
and if we farther reflect, that when the Raſe of Charlemagne 
ceaſed to govern Germany, the Princes and Lords of their own 
Motive preſerved the ancient Conſtitution, and reſolved, by 
giving themſelves a Head, to continue the Empire, we ſhall 
underſtand this Matter clearly, Their Sorry appears 
in this Reſolution : If they had been under any Maſter, they 
could not have taken it; but being under none, they aſſo- 
ciated themſelves in a certain Manner, and on certain Condi- 
tions ; the Performance of which includes all that is properly 
called Duty to the Empire. 

But as this Conſtitution implies ſome Center of Dignity, 
ſome Head or Chief, by which the Majeſty of the Empire 
may be rendered viſible, and its Laws be put in Execution, 
they agreed to chuſe an Emperor for this Purpoſe. In con- 
ſequence of this Choice, they are to receive from him, or be- 
fore his Throne, the Inveſtiture of their Dominions ; that !s 
to ſay, Electors and Princes are to do this; for as to Counts 
and free Cities, they obtain their Inveſtitures from the Aulic 
Council ; but this marks no more than their Submiſſion to 
the Empire; fince as it is their Duty to demand, it is 10 
leſs the Emperor's to beſtow ; and this he promiſes upon 
Oath, amongſt other Articles in bis Capituation, 
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The Members of the Empire therefore, are dependant upo 
it, that from their Union they may derive Protection; and 
they are dependant on the Emperor, becauſe in him reſides the 
Majeſty of the Empire ; in all other ReſpeQts they are inde- 
pendant and free. We may hence diſcern, that every thing 
done againſt a Prince wearing the Imperial Crown, is not 
done againſt the Emperor, For ſuch a Prince may have other 
Dominions and other Titles, and what concerns him in Reſpect 
to them does not concern him as Emperor ; and therefore 
nothing relating to Things or Perſons out of the Empire, can 
be conſtrued to the Prejudice of any Prince ar Power of 
the Empire. | 

But to act againſt the Emperor in quality of Head or Chief 
of the Empire, is a Crime againſt the Nature of that Confe- 
deracy, which conſtitutes the Empire, and renders the Mem- 
ber committing it liable to Puniſhment for it, according to 
the Laws of the Empire. Yet this is no Infringment on the 
Sovereignty of ſuch a Member, becauſe he acquires and en- 
joys it under the Covenant of being true and loyal to the Em- 
pire ; and if he continues ſo, muſt be ſecure of its Aſſiſtance, 
which is an Equivalent for the Duty expected from him. 

This Account, ſimple and eaſy as it is, of the Relation be- 
tween the States compoſing the ſacred Roman Empire, ſuffi- 
ciently explains the Reaſonableneſs and Juſtice of proceeding 
againſt any Prince or State of the Empire, wanting in his or 
its Duty, or departing from their Fidelity, by puting them 
under the Ban of the Empire. This at firſt Sight ſeems to 
wound even mortally the Notion of Sovereign Authority in 
theſe Princes ; for if Sovereigns, how ſhould they be judged ? 
But when more cloſely examined, this Objection will not ap- 
pear ſo weighty. The Sovereignty of theſe Princes ſprings 
from that Union which conſtitutes the Empire, and therefore 
this Power is neceſſary for the Preſervation of the Empire; fo 
that the Subjection ariſes from the Conſent of theſe Sovereigns, 
and the Puniſhment is ſuitable to this Notion of the Thing ; 
viz, Deprivation of thoſe Territories which render ſuch 
Princes Members of the Empire. 

It is very true, that there are ſome old Examples of putting 
Perſons to Death for Treaſon againſt Emperors, but this ex- 
tended no farther than Counts of the Empire. It is alſo true 
that Charles V. not only deprived the Elector of Saxony, and 
the Landgrave of Heſſe of their Dominions, but alſo paſſed 
Sentence of Death on the former, though he forbore to put it 
in Execution. But this was done, not in the old legal Way by 
an Aſſembly of the adjacent States, but by the Aulic Council 

| eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed by the Emperor Maximilian, and was conſidered 
as one of thoſe Stretches of Power which brought on the 
ſucceeding Civil Wars. | 
The Deprivation of the Elector Palatine on the Score of 
the War in Bohemia, had ſomething more of Formality in it, 
but ſtill was far enough from being legal, or from being con- 
ſidered as ſuch by the unbiafſed Powers of the Empire ; 
who therefore took the firſt Opportunity of doing the De- 
ſcendant of that Prince Juſtice, by reſtoring him to his Dig- 
nity and Dominions, | 
ince that Time, and indeed in our own, the Electors of 
Bavaria and Cologn have been put under the Ban of the Em- 
pire with far greater Reaſon, and with much more Shew of 
Juſtice 3 and yet the States of the Empire were not ſatisfied, 
but provided by an expreſs Article in the Capitulation of the 
Emperor Charles VI. that no Member of the Empire ſhould 
be put under the Ban without being heard, and without the 
Opinion and Conſent of all the Electors, Princes, and States 
of the Empire firſt had and obtained, c. Thus it appears 
clearly, that the Ban of the Empire is a Puniſhment founded 
in the Nature of the Government, derogates little or nothing 
from the Sovereignty of Princes, who derive their Sovereignty 
from and are ſupported therein by that Conſtitution, and is 
now ſo effectually regulated as to be no longer liable to 
Abuſes. 
The Emperors themſelves are not above Law, or free from 
the Danger of feeling its Effects, if they digreſs from their 
Duty. The Electors have claimed, and even executed a 
Right of depoſing as well as chuſing Emperors, and the ſame 
Thing has been done other Ways. At preſent we ſee the Ca- 
pitulations are drawn up and ſworn to, in order to prevent 
ſuch a rigorous Method of proceeding, from. whence, how 
well founded ſoever, vaſt Inconveniencies muſt enfue ; but if 
in Breach of his Capitulation a German Emperor ſhould at- 
tempt to ſubvert the Conſtitution, there is not the leaſt Doubt 
that the College of Electors have a Right to remonſtrate 
againſt his Conduct, and if that has no Effect (in Conjunction 
with the Diet) to apply proper Remedies to reſtrain him. 
But after inſiſting ſo long on the ſuperior or ſupreme Ju- 
riſdiction, it is very natural to deſcend to the ordinary Tri- 
bunals or Courts of Juſtice. According to the original Con- 
ſtitution of the Empire, there was the greateſt Care imaginable 
taken, for the Diſtribution and Execution of Juftice by the 
Counts, within their Juriſdictions ; and by Appeals from them 
in the Emperor's Courts, before the Count Palatine. W 
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the Power however of the Emperors came to decline, this 
Diſtribution of Juſtice, which depended entirely thereupon, 
came to be interrupted. This Miſchief was ſoon perceived, 
but not ſo ſoon remedied ; various Attempts indeed were 
made, but all proved partial, moſt of them ineffectual. 

At laſt, the Inconveniencies grew ſo many and fo great, 
that the States ſollicited the Help of ſeveral Emperors, for 
conſtituting a Court which might anſwer the End propoſed, 
of having Juſtice impartially adminiſtered in great, as well 
as in ſmall Cauſes. Ferdinand III. abſolutely refuſed his Con- 
ſent, but in the Reign of his Son Maximilian I. this great 
Point was ſettled, and ſuch a Court erected under the Title 
of The Imperial Chamber, at Worms, in 1495, removed to 
Spire 1533, and after the French had barbarouſly ruined the 
Palatinate, to Wetzlar in 1696. The Members of this great 
Court of Juſtice were, a Judge of the Chamber, four Preſidents, 
and fifty Aſſeſſors ; but in 1719, this Number was leſſened by 
one half, and theſe are to be part Proteſtants, part Papiſts. 

The Reaſon why the Emperors were averſe to the forming 
ſo neceſſary a Tribunal, was, becauſe they had always Hopes 
of recovering this loſt Flower of their Prerogative, by bring- 
ing all Cauſes in the laſt Reſort before a Tribunal of their own 
appointing, whereas the Emperor names only the Judge and 
Preſidents of the Imperial Chamber. What former Empe- 
rors had endeavoured in vain by Authority, Maximilian ob- 
tained by Policy, He foreſaw that the large Expence of the 
Imperial Chamber, which fell entirely on the States of the 


Empire, would make them unattentive to their new Tribu- 


nal; and ſo it fell out, They knew the Importance of it, 
they ſtruggled to obtain it, but they neglected its Support. 
The wiſe Emperor, to provide for the Adminiſtration of 


Juſtice, at ſuch Times as theſe Accidents kept the Imperial 


Chamber cloſe, revived his Aulic Council; and to ſhew his 
Moderation, deſired the States to add to the Number of Aſſeſ- 
ſors eight, though the Emperor allows Salaries to them all. 
By theſe Means he drew all the Cauſes before his own Tribu- 
nal, by keeping it ever open, and the Seats well filled ; and 


by taking Care to ſee the Sentences pronounced, duly and 
ſpeedily executed. 


The Princes and States of the Empire quickly ſaw theic 


Error, and that the Emperor had made Uſe of their Negli- 
gence to ſecure what, if they had not loſt their Opportunity, 
muſt have always depended upon them. They did not fail to 
remonſtrate and expoſtulate on this Subject, and to repreſent 
it as an Infringement on the Germanick — » 
whic 
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which the Imperial! Chamber ought not only to be the ſu- 
preme, but the ſole Tribunal of that Kind. 

To this, however, the Emperor returned very plauſible 
Anſwers. He obſerved, that in erecting the Imperial Cham. 
ber he had complied with the Deſires of the States; and by 
eſtabliſhing the Aulic Counci/, he had provided for the con. 
ſtant Adminiſtration of Juſtice ; he inſiſted that he had per- 
formed his Duty in both Reſpects, that he was not at all ac- 
countable for the Want of Judges in one Court, and that 
he deſerved Thanks for the Pains he took to ſupply the De- 
ficiency of one Tribunal by the other. 

After all theſe Diſputes therefore, theſe two ſupreme 
Courts ſubſiſt, and that too in ſome Meaſure with equal Au- 
thority; for which firſt poſſeſſes a Cauſe, thereby retains it; 
but ſome Points, ſuch as the reſerved Rights of the Emperor, 
belong to the Aulic Council, but both receive Appeals from in- 
ferior Juriſdictions, and decide dubious Titles. The Sen- 
tences in both Courts are ſubject to a Reviſion, and in caſe of 
Injuſtice there may be a Complaint made to the Diet. 

In this Circumſtance alone, theſe Tribunals differ, viz. 
that the Imperial Chamber ſubſiſts during a Vacancy of the 
Throne, when Juſtice is done in the Name of the Vicars of 
the Empire; but the Aulic Council is immediately diſſolved 
by the Death of the Emperor, and a new one cannot be 
named till an Emperor is elected. 

But before we part with this Subject, it may not be amils to 
ſay ſomewhat more particularly of this Aulic Council, which 
conſiſts of a Preſident, a Vice-Preſident, and ſeventeen Aſ- 
ſeſſors, of whom ſix are Proteſtants ; the Vice-Chancellor of 
the Empire hath alſo a Right to a Seat therein, and all the 
Decrees iſſuing from hence, paſs through his Hands, and are 
directed by him to thoſe who are to put them in Execution. 
It is by the great Weight and extenſive Influence of this 
Court, that the Emperors are enabled to make their Autho- 
rity more felt than one would imagine was poſſible, conſider- 
ing the Conſtitution of the Germanic Body, and the Stipula- 

tions about this Matter in the Treaty of Oſnaburgh. 

The Papiſts and Proteſtants both complain of the too great 
Authority of this Tribunal, and the latter, with too much 
Reaſon, of its Partiality ; but hitherto they have not been 
able to agree upon the "Aon of repreſſing or reſtraining it 
within Bounds, and thereby reſtoring to the true Court of the 
Empire, viz. the Imperial Chamber, its original and legal Jus 
riſdiction. 


But 
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Zut if the Princes and States have an Intereſt one Way, 
the Emperor has no lefs viſibly an Intereft the other; for by 
Virtue of Appeals from the Tribunals of other Princes, he 
finds Means to draw out of it a Kind of coercive Authority. 
We are however to obſerve, that the Electors, and even ſome 
other Princes of the Empire, ſuch as the Arch-dukes of Au- 
Aria and the Dukes of Saxony, are exempted from this De- 
pendance; that is to ſay, their Subjects have no Right at all 
to thoſe Appeals; Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes in like Manner are 
exempted, and ſo are Criminal Cauſes, becauſe of the many 

Inconveniencies that muſt neceſſarily attend Appeals in both. 
By this Court, and the Exerciſe of his reſerved Rights, the 
Emperor's Power appears, and by an artful Uſe of them he 
avails himſelf of his Dignity, notwithſtanding all the Reftric- 
tions. by which it is bounded. By reſerved Rights, are meant 
the Prerogatives annexed to- the Imperial Dignity, and are 
chiefly theſe, viz. Granting to all the Princes the Inveſtiture 
of their Dominions, which has been explained; conferring 
Titles, ſuch as Princes and Counts of the Empire, making 
Cities, founding Univerſities, granting Fairs, and other ſuch 
like Advantages; in giving Diſpenſations with ReſpeR to Age, 
that Princes may the ſooner come to govern their own Do- 
minions, without allowing tedious Minorities, which are al- 


ways deſtructive; in deciding Diſputes about Rank and Pre- 
. and granting for one Time only a vacant Seat in 


every Chapter of the Empire, which is tiled the Right of 
Prime Preces, which is equivalent to the Prerogative of the 
Primacy called an Option, 
In none of theſe Points he is abſolutely at Liberty; for as 
to Fiefs, he is bound to beſtow Inveſtitures as the Laws di- 
rect; as to Titles, he promiſes to beſtow them only on wor- 
thy Perſons, and who have Eſtates ſuſficient to ſupport them; 
and when beſtowed, they only give Name and Reſpect. To 
acquire Power and Privileges, theſe Princes and Counts muſt 
have the Conſent of their reſpective Bodies, in order to be 
admitted to fit and vote; yet ſome Titles are of great Conſe- 
quence, as for Inſtance, ennobling Ladies that are inferior 
by Birth to Princes; who incline to eſpouſe them, and there · 
dy legitimating their Deſeendants; who otherwiſe, on Ac- 
ount of that Inequality of Birth, are conſidered as incapable 
of Succeſſion. Ini Caſes of Minority, no Wrong muſt be 
lone the natura Gua: dlan of the Prince, and in all the other 
Caſes many Cautions are to be ufed'; notwithſtanding all 
which, theſe Imperial Prerogatives are attended with many, 
ad doe 100 very <onfiderable Advantages, FRB) 
Q After 
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| Alfter reviewing the ſeparate Powers of the Emperor an 
| Princes of the Empire, we are next to regard them as acting 
| eonjunctly in the Diets, or Aſſemblies of the States of the 
| Empire, where the Germanick Body appears in its full Luſtre, 
| and in which the Legiſlative Power of the Empire reſides, It 
| would be needleſs to detain the Reader with an Account of 
| the Difference between the ancient'and modern Diets, as the 
Dict is now become neceſſary and perpetual, this that now 
ſubſiſts having ſat ſince 1653 ; neither is it requiſite to dwell 
on the Manner of convoking and opening this Aſſembly, a 
theſe are not at all like to occur in our Days ; and therefore 
let us content ourſelves with obſerving, that every State and 
Prince, every Prelate, Count, and free City of the Empire, 
has a Right to a Seat in this Diet, which the Princes claim be- 
| fore Inveſtiture, the Prelates before they receive their Bulls, 
| and the Guardians'of young Princes during the Minority of 
| their Wards. 

The Empero. when preſent at the Place where the Diet 
is held (uſually at Rati/bon,but may be in any City of the Em- 
pire) preſides there in Perſon ; when abſent, he does ſo virtu- 
ally by his Commiſlary, or firſt Commiſſioner, who lays be- 
fore the Aſſembly whatever he receives Orders from his Ma- 
ſer to propoſe, which is done by the Communication of what 
is called the Commiſſorial Decree, 

The Director, or as we would phraſe it, the Speaker of the 
Diet, is the Elector of Mentz, in Quality of Chancellor of 
the Empire ; and therefore he has a Chancery there, to 
which all Things are addreſſed that are to come before the 
Diet ;- and theſe are communicated by the Secretary of the 
Elector of Mentz reading the Papers which are to be com- 
municated, to the Secretaries of the other Miniſters of the 
States at the Diet; and this is what they call per Dictaturan, 
whence the Expreſſion of tranſmitting Memorials or other 
Papers of State to the Difature of the Empire. 

It is common in all the Accounts we have of the Debates 
in the German Diets, to find Mention made of ſeveral Col 
leges ; and this makes it proper to take Notice, that the 
Diet or general Aſſembly of the States is conſidered as divid- 
ed into ox forming three diſtinct Colleges, each of which ha 
its particular Director. The firſt is that of the EleRors, in 
which the Elector of Ment directs, not in Quality of Chan- 
cellor of the Empire, but as being the firſt Elector, or u 
ſome phraſe it, Dean of the College. 1 

The ſecond. is ſtiled the College of Princes, in which ſt 
not only the ſpiritual and temporal Princes of Germany, W 
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the Prelates alſo, who are not conſidered as Princes, and the 
Counts of the Empire; but with Reſpect to their Votes, 
there is a wide Difference ; for the Princes ſpiritual and tem- 
poral, vote diſtinctly, that is, each of them has a ſingle Vote; 
but the Prelates and Counts vote by Benches, each baving on- 
ly one Vote. * 

The Prelates are divided into two Benches, viz. of the 
Rhine and Swabia; but the Counts into four, of the Wete- 
raw, Swabia, Franconia, and Neſiphalia. Neither theſe 
Counts, nor their Miniſter, attend at the Diet; they content 
themſelves with ſending a Miniſter for each Bench to main- 
tain their Rights, and to give their Suffrage when demanded. 
The Arch-duke of Auſtria, and the Archbiſhop of Saltz- 
burgh, are Directors of the College of Princes, and officiate 
alternately as the Subjects of their Deliberations fall out; and 
it is for this Reaſon the Arch-duke of Ayfria's Miniſter fits 
on the Right-hand Bench amongſt the ſpiritual Princes. 

The third College is that of the free Cities of the Empire ; 
and the Director of that College is the Miniſter of the City, 
in which the Diet happens to fit. The two former Colleges 
are ſtiled Superiour ; and indeed, as we ſhall preſently ſhew, 
they are in Effect the Diet. | 

n all theſe Colleges the Sentiment of the Majority is con- 
ſidered as that of the Body, except in ſome particular Caſes 
regulated by the Treaty of O/nabrug, in which the Conſent 
of the whole is ſtill neceſſary ; theſe are, whatever concerns 
Religion, what relates to the Empire as a collective Body; 
and in a Caſe in which all the Papiſts are on one Side, and all 
the Proteſtants on the other ; for here, as in many other In- 
ſtances, this, however unequal the Number of Voices may 
be, is notwithſtanding looked on as an even Diviſion. The 
Affair of Contributions was propoſed to have been added to 
theſe Caſes, but was referred to the Diet, where it has never 
deen ſettled, and ſo is much in the ſame State as if it had been 
actually declared one of thoſe Caſes. 

When any Point comes before the Diet, it is firſt delibe- 
rated and debated in the College of Electors, next in that of 
Princes: If theſe Colleges differ, they endeavour to reconcile 
them by a Kind of Free Conferences, at which only the Di- 
rectors aſſiſt, with ſuch as the Colleges think fit to Name in 
Conjunction with them. When by theſe Conferences the 
Colleges are brought to a Concurrence, then their joint Opi- 
non is ſignified to the third College, and they are invited to 
accede to it ; but if they do not, the former is digeſted and 
he engrolſed in the Chancery, Q delivered to the Emperor's 
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Commiſſary, with the Title of the Opinion of the Empite; 
only Mention is made at the Cloſe of it, what was the Opi- 
nion of the third College. e 
lt has been a Point debated with great Warmth, whether 
according to the Germanich Conſtitution, the Opinion of the 
Majority of the Colleges be properly the Sentiments of the 
Empire; a Queſtion of Importance, no doubt, and therefore 
not Fike to be decided till about the Greet Kalends, but in the 
mean Time the Practice is as we have ſtated it. | 
After the Ceremonies before mentioned, this Opinion of 
the Empire comes to his Imperial Majeſty, . who gives it hi 
Approbation,-'and then it is publiſhed in his Name, as a R. 
ſolution of the Empire, the States are exhorted to obey it, and 
all the Fribunals in the Empire are directed to conſider it a 
ſuch, 7:5 #1. -+ | Nenn 
But after all that has been faid, this Matter will yet remain 
in ſome Meaſure obſcure, if we do not explain the Subjech 
that come in this Manner before the Diet. In the firſt Place 
the Diet makes Laws, explains Laws, and decides ambiguou 
"Caſes; and therefore whenever the Aulic : Council preſumes 
to do this, they conſider it as a real and dangerous Infringe- 
ment; next they are to be conſulted in making War, u 
which the Emperor can do nothing without them, even tho 
it ſhould be attended with Circumſtances that ever ſo mani 
feſtly concern the Empirmmeee. 
When War is declared, the Diet appoints the Field-Mar- 
* ſhal who is to command the Army, and aſſigns him allo 1 


* 


Council of War; nay, after War is declared, in any Ca i 
but for the Defence of the Empire, any Prince may notwith- iſ 
ſtanding remain Neuter ; as the Ele&tor of Bavaria did in 
1672, when the Empire entered into a War to fave the Du, iſ 


and in the laſt War occaſioned by the Election of the preſent 
King of Poland. The Diet likewiſe ſettles the Expences u 
the Government; and the Quota which each Prince or Stute 
is rated at, is ſtiled his Contingent; theſe are governed h 
old Precedents, and the antient Name of Roman Months i 
ſtill in Uſe, beeauſe of old theſe Subſidies were common 
either to enable the Emperor to make War in 1taly, or fot 
his Journey to Rome to be crow ned. 
Laſlly: the Diet enters into and makes Alliances wil 
Foreign Prinèes, which are however commonly .negotit 
- by the Emperor, who is empowered for that Purpoſe, and i 
the End, the Treaty ſo concluded is ratified by the Empire; 
and hence ariſe Wars, in which the Empire is obliged to tai 
Part, the” not attacked]; on this ſcore like wiſe Foreign * 
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have their Miniſters at the Diet, though'the Empire ſends no 
Ambaſſadors | 15 : 

But in moſt of the Congreſſes for bringing about a Peace, 
where the Empire has joined in a War, ſome Regard has 
been bad to her Iaterpoſition; as at Nimeguen, where the 
Imperial Miniſters had Powers from the Empire ; at Ry/tvick 
they named a ſpecial Commiſſion ; they ſent Deputies on the 
ſame Account to the Hague, when during the laſt general 
War, Conferences were held there about Peace; they bave 
Alſo had ſome Share ſince in the Approbation of the Treaties 
of Baden and Vienna. | a ; 

The Truth however is, that they have been exceedingly 
ill- uſed in all theſe Cafes, the Emperor making whatever 
Terms for them he pleaſed, and only uſing their Authority, 
to ratify them; This we may look upon (and juſtly) as the 
Cauſe of that Languor and Inactivity of the Diet, in Regard 
to whatever has ſo much as a diſtant Relation to War; for 
the States of the Empire knowing, as they very well do, that 
they have nothing to hope and all things to fear from a War, 
are unwilling to venture into it, and being embarked act but 
heavily, from the ſame Notion, which however unreaſon- 
able, is after all hut hatur lll. 

The Peace of ¶Meſiphulia gave riſe to the preſent Diet, and 
eſtabliſhed the Germanic Conſtitution; but the Diet paid 
dearly for the Advantages ſhe gained, by conſenting to yield 
ſuch fine Provinces as ſhe did. to France and Sweden by that 
Treaty; yet in all ſucceeding Treaties ſhe bas had much, 
worſe Luck, as loſing in each, and getting nothing by all of 
them. We need not wonder therefore if the States of the 
Empire are not ſuddenly. rouzed, ſince both Reaſon and Ex- 


perience teach them, that while they can keep out of a War, 


they can loſe nothing, of : which, they can never. be ſure any 
other Wap. Tix man OE TT 

The great and powerful Princes of the Empire may, like 
other great Princes, be drawn to engage in Alliances and 
Wars by their Intereſts and private Views, and will then act 
with Vigour and Spirit as "other Princes do, and upon the 
ſame Motives of Gain and Advantage, having their own Mi- 
niſtors at every Congrefs to manage their Concetns 3 but the 
Germanick Body being ſo eirtumſtanced as ta be able to 
reap no Profit from ſuch Negotiations, even at the moſt fa- 
vourable Conjunctures, but on the contrary, being often cal- 
led upon and expected to make Satisfaction for what is given by 
Treaties to other Powers, we need not at all wender at their 
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But to proceed: There is nothing in Reference to the Ger. 
manick Body, that deſerves more Attention than their religi 
ous Diſtinctions, becauſe theſe really divide the States as it 
were into two diſtin& Bodies, with various, and in ſome 
Caſes even oppoſite Intereſts. All the World knows, that 
Luther began to preach the Doctrines of the Reformation fir 
in Germany, and that his religious Sentiments were quickly 
embraced, not only by great Numbers, but even by the Sub- 
jects in general of ſeveral Governments in the Empire. 

This having exaſperated the Court of Rome, the left ng 
Stone unturned to procure the Suppreſſion of this Hereſy (u 
ſhe called it) by the ſecular Arm, which naturally induced the 
Proteſtants to make uſe of the ſame Method for the Defence 
of themſelves and the Freedom of their Conſciences. Hence 
aroſe the League of Smalcald in 1530, at the Head of which 
were the Elector of Saxony and the Landgrave of Heſſe. 

Me have in the foregoing Article given the Hiſtory of thi 
and the ſucceeding Wars on the Score of Religion, and ſhewn 
how little the Elector of Saxony got by trimming between 
the Proteſtants and the Emperor, and how near the latter 
was ſubverting the Reformation in Germany, as effeQually a 
in Bohemia, and therefore we need not dwell upon it here. 

It was the Treaty of Meſipbalia that, as it ſettled all other 
Diſputes, adjuſted this alſo, and put it jn the Power of the 
People of Germany, of. both Religions, to live quietly, 2 
good Chriſtians and good Subjects. But as theſe Stipulations 
could not have been long maintained, if ſome Method had 
not been found for the Proteſtants to meet, and take Mes- 
ſures in a Body for their own Preſervation ; fo the fundamen- 
tal Laws of the Empire having once authorized this, the Me- 
thod was not long undiſcovered, | ' | 
In the firſt Diet held at Ratisbon 165 3, after the Concluſion 
of that Peace, the Proteftant Princes and States reſolved o 
enter into a cloſe ConjunRion with each other for their mu- 
tual Support; and as no Body can act without a Head, they 
unanimouſly conferred that Honour upon the Elector of Saw 
ny, at the Houſe of whoſe' Miniſter their Conferences have 
been ever ſince held; and from this Conjunction or Confede- 
racy ariſes what is called the Evangelic Body, which is tht 
Guard and Rampart' of the Proteſtant” Intereſt in German) 
watches over the Laws provided for the Security of Religion, 


and in caſe of Violations, which from the natural Spirit ol 


Popery are but too frequent, ſets on foot Applications to the 
Imperial Throne, and thereby procures Redreſs and Sati 
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One would have imagined, that when the Elector of Saxo 


quitted the Proteſtant Religion, he ſhould of courſe have 
ws it loft his Quality of Head of the Evangelic Bady; but the 
ome WW contrary. is the Fact, which the Reader muſt admit is a very 
that range one; but for this, two Reaſons are aſſigned : Firſt, 
fut that the Elector of Saxony, confidering the Weight and In- 
ckly duence this Character gave him, was unwilling to reſign it; 
ul : and next, that the Proteſtants finding his Change of Religion 


gave Force tohis Repreſentations in their Favour to thoſe of 
his own Communion, ſaw no Cauſe to take their Affairs out 
Jof his Hand, which is however what they may do when- 
ever they think fit. 3 | 
There is, I think, only one Point more that is neceſſary 
for 15 to conſider, and that is, the Diviſion of the Empire 
into Circles, which in a former Article I ſhewed was a Re- 
WT culation made in the Reign of the Emperor Maximilian, and 
in this I have mentioned the Reaſon of that Diviſion, which 
Vas for the Sake of Juſtice, and took Place originally on the 
founding the Imperial Chamber. This Diviſion, which was 
made in 1500, eſtabliſhed only Six, viz. Bavaria, Franco- 
nia, Swabia, Saxony, the Rhine, and Neſiphalia, which 
are ſtill called the ancient Circle. | 
But the great Princes declining to bring their Dominions 
under the Form of Circles, the Emperor over-reached them, 
and by throwing the Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria in- 
to the Circles of Auſtria and Burgundy, drew in the Electors 
of Saxony and Brandenburgh to follow his Example in the 
Circle of Upper Saxony ; and the Elector Palatine and the 
Eecleſiaſtical Electors did the like with Reſpe& to the Upper 
Rhine, which encreaſed the Number to Ten. | 
In each of theſe Circles there is a Director and a Chief, 
the firſt for the Management of Civil, the latter for regulat- 
ing Military Affairs; the Directors are fixed and permanent, 
but the Chiefs or Generals are elected by the. Circles. It is 
to the Directors of the reſpective Circles the Imperial Cham- 
ber commits the Execution of its Dectees, and from hence 
we ſee how this Diſtribution comes to be of Uſe in that of 
Juſtice, as alſo why the moſt potent Princes were leaſt in- 
<Clined to it. <A | 
The Circles having many. Affaits to manage, hold frequent 
Diets, in which their Directors preſide, and in which they 
take Meaſures for their own Proſperity and Security; and 
as ſometimes theſe cannot be ſo well purſued u ithout the 
oncurrence of their Neighbours, they negotiate with the 
Diets of other Cireles; and when this is done upon any par- 
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ticular Occaſion, or with a View, to a certain Point, they re 
ſtiled Confederate Circles; but this being more frequent 
amongſt the Circles of the Upper. and Lower Rhine and 
W:/tphalia, they are from thence denominated Correſponding 
Circles. 15 | tug 

Thus in as /narrow,, a Compaſs as it is poſſible, we have 
given the Reader a compleat View of the moſt perplexed and 
complicated Government, ancient or modern, that ever ex- 
iſted, and put it entirely. in his Power to comprehend what- 
ever is advanced in Relation to it by any of our Orators or Po- 
liticians ; and therefore we have nothing farther to add, but 
this Obſervation, that however particular Princes may a& to 
promote their Intereſts, the Germanick Body, keeps conſtant- 
ly in View the Maintenance of Publick Liberty, as founded 
on the Treaty of Weſtphalia... , | - 
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A Succinft View of tbe Hiſtory of the FRENCH 
Nation, fince they have been governed by the Houſe of 
Bous BO, explaining the Alterations that have been 
made in the Structure of their Conſtitution, the Pro- 
greſs of their Power, the Views of. the reigning Fa: 
mily, their Influence and Intereſts... 


T H E Memoirs of the two great Houſes of Auſtria and 
Bourbon include almoſt all that need be known of the 
general Hiſtory of Europe, to underſtand perfectly its preſent 
State and Condition, together with the Nature of thoſe poli- 
tical Diſputes which reign at preſent, or which-having diſturb- 
ed paſt Ages till laid aſleep by ſome happy Expedient, are in 
Danger of awaking again and kindling freſh Confuſions. 
We have already given the Reader the former Hiſtory, wbich 
we were obliged to take pretty high, in order to make it the 
more evident how the Huſtrian Houſe acquired by Policy, 
Marriages, and Accidents, ſo extenſive Dominions as ſhe onee 
poſſeſſed ; how ſhe fixed the Imperial Dignity in berſelf, and 
how in Conſequence of her ambitious Projects and their Di 
appointment, ſhe gave a ſettled Form, a certain ' Authority, 
and an immutable Security to the Germauick Empire. 
By the Nature of our Plan, we are next led to give as fi- 
lislactory an Acęount of France, which conſidering the = 
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ow Compaſs we are to do it in, is a very hardy Undertaking 
— we are engaged and muſt go through ; only for the 53 | 
of Perſpicuity it may be proper to ſay a 'Wor or two of 
— we propoſe, and of the Method in whch we are to 


Th As to the firſt, we have three Things i in View, VIZ, ex: 
plaining the Change of the Gallicł Conſtituti Ma q from what it 
was, into what it is at preſent; . N leans by which 
the French have pulled down the Pui 


ce of the Aut Arias 
10 able of their own 3 
and exhibiting the true Syſtem of Gallic Polic 8 85 and 
| nces. for, an and 

againſt her ry yin her, great View of — the ſ 


The only Method of A d this, and keeping within due 
Bounds, is to begin firſt with Facts, and 175 ing the 
French Hiſtory ſince the A ceſſion of the How e of Bourbon 


(which contains but four eigns) into, as: ſhort a Space as 


enn be; repreſenting with as much Juſtice as ppfible the Spirit 


of each Reign, and of b - Adminiftr ion; As, the 
conſiderable Acceſſions 1 Dower at 7 and Terror 
Abroad; and laſtly, ſetting in a clear and f ullLight t the State 
France at this Day, in Regard  Revenu Foy; nd Polic) 
Theſe Things will neceſſarily require, 00 50 oom. that 
they may appear in their — — and have that Di- 
ſtinctneſs which is | requiſite to; their being comprehended 
clearly ; but the Nature. and, Importance. 7 the Events gl | 
us good Groynds to hope that it will not . 
dwell too long upon a Subject, which ſor Our 00 ez can- 
not well be too much conſidered, or eyen in anger nn 
ou 8 — cler 1 8 A 
e Succeſſors of the. 1peror les | reat i 
verned the Kingdom of France for many Generations Fm 5 
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A. D. 814, in which that great Prince died, to A..D, 986, 

when Hugh Capet ſeized the Crown, and had his Right con- 

firmed by the Nobility, Clergy and People of France, upon 

the Death of Lewis V. to the Prejudice of Charles Duke of 

"= xi who was the undoubted Heir of the Car lovingian 
ace. 

Lewis IX. a direct Deſcendant from Hugh Capet, and who, 
on Account of his various Expeditions againſt the Infidel, has 
obtained the Sirname of St. Lewis, died A. D. 1270, and 
left two Sons Philip and Robert. The latter eſpouſed Hons, 
Daughter of Jahn III. Son to Hugh Duke of Burgundy, by 
the Fleireſs of Archambault, Si gneur de Bourbon, This Lords 
ſhip coming thus to Nobert Count de Clermont, Son to St. 
Lewis, in Right of his Wife's Mother, he thereupon aſſumed 
the Name of Bourbon. | | 
- His Family ſucceeded to the Crown about three hundred 
Years afterwards, on the Murder of Henry III. the laſt Mo- 
narch of the Houfe of Yalojs, by James Clement a Jacobi 
Monk, in the Perſon of Henry Kin of Navarre, who was 
the Ninth in Deſcent from Robert Count of Clermont, and 
whoſe Claim to the Crown was clear, 8 on Account of 
his being a Proteſtant, a great Part of his Subjects were in- 
elined to reject him; and on his firſt taking the Title of 
King of France and Navarre, the City of Paris, not con- 
tent with diſowning his Authority, treated him with ſuch 
Diſreſpect and Indignity, as few Princes but himſelf would 
have forgiven. | 41 4-5 

He came to the Regal Dignity Auguſt 2d 1 589, in Cie. 
cumſtances extremely critical for himſelf and for his King- 
dom. The Capital City and the greater Part of the Provinces, 
were in the Hands of ſuch as refuſed to acknowledge him, 
and who, to keep the better together, aſſumed the Title of 
THE LEAGUE, ſheltered themſelves under the Authority of 
the Pope, and were ſupported by the Aſſiſtance of Phi/p Il, 
King of Spain, A great many of thoſe who adhered to him 
were To divided between the Reſpect due to Principles of Loy- 
alty, and the Care that was requiſite to be had of the Catho- 
Tick Religion, that he could ſcarce eonfide in them; at the 
Tame Time his Army was but weak, and he had but very 
little, indeed, ſcarce any Revenue, Laſtly, moſt of the 
great Powers in Chriſtendim were averſe to him. 
The Emperor, both for ſpiritual and temporal Motives, was 
againſt him, as being deſirous of weakening the Power 
of France. Spain was his declared Enemy, and even formed 


Pretenſions to the French Succeſſion; all the Friends and De- 
* pendenu 
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pendents of the Houſe of Auſtria followed their Example, ae: 
others alſo did, on Account of theExcommunication of the 
Pope, whoſe Proſtitution of the Goſpel to ſerue his wicked 
Deſign of extending his own Power, towards which he 
thought the Ruin of Prance neceſſary, was one principal 
Source of the Troubles that uſhered in the Reign of Henry IV. 

On the other Hand, that brave and heroick Prince had alſo 
ſome Circumſtances that were not a little in his Favour, 
and which by his Prudence and military Skill he fo im- 
proved, as to bring his Egemies into ſuch a State. as forced 
them to ſubmit, The LEeaGue was without an Head, or 
which comes to the ſame. Thing, had ſeveral, in Regard to 
whom the Sentiments of thoſe who were averſe to. Henry were 
divided. | Fx 

Some ſuppoſing that his being no Catholick, left him no 
Right, were for having Recourſe to the next Prince of his 
Blood, who was a Papiſt ; viz. the Cardinal de Bourbon, who 
was at that time a Priſoner, and whom neyertheleſs they 
proclaimed King, by the Name of Charles X. Others far 
voured the Duke de 5 who acted as Chief of the League 
in the Minority of his Nephew the Duke de Guiſe, to whom 
the Herd of Bigots were moſt inclined, and laboured to per- 
ſuade him to ſupplant his Uncle. The King of Spain con- 
ſidering his Daugbter the Infanta 1/abella, Grand- daughter to 
Henry II. as the. neareſt Relation to the deceaſed King 
Henry III. was for having her owned (notwithſtanding the 
Salic Law) Heireſs of the Crown of France; and in that 
Caſe offered to give her in Marriage to any Prince the States 
ſhould chuſe. | TELE 4 

This Diſtraction of - Intereſts divided the Minds, and 
weakened the Forces of the Leagyers exceſſiyely. - Beſides, 
the King was in Point of perſonal Abilities, | in all ReſpeQs, 
very much ſuperior to any of the Faction that oppoſed him, 
Thoſe who ſtuck cloſe to him, eſpecially his old Friends, wete 
Men of great Probity and diſtingyiſhed Parts; and many of 
them the braveſt Men, and beſt Officers in France. He had 
ſome Allies alſo owned him in the worſt Situation of Affairs; 
and tho? that alone was a very conſiderable Service, yet they 


afterwards aſſiſted him to the utmoſt of their Power; ſuch 


as the Queen of England, Elizabeth ; the Republick of Ve- 
nice; the Proteſtant Princes of Germany; and the States of 
Holland. | 4 en OTE. EEE 
He found himſelf obliged to, raiſe the Siege of Paris, which 
his Predeceſſor had formed, and reticed into Normandy, in 
hopes of reducing that Province, and ſecuring - a Communi- 
| cation 
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cation with England. The Duke de Mayenns followed, and 
came up with him at a Village called Arques, not far from 
Dieppe, where a Battle enſued, in which the King was 
victorious: He prbceeded afterwards into different Parts of 
the Kingdom, and had the good Fortune to reduce them 
either by Force or Compoſition; and then returned into 
Normandy,” Whete he gained the famous Battle of Jury, and 
defeated the Duke'of Mayenne the ſecond Time, who then 
fued to him for Peace. But the Spaniards entering the 
Kingdom, and Pope Gregory XIV. having excommunicated 
all who paid Obedience to his Majeſty, both Clergy and 
Laity 3 this embroiled Things again, and gave new Hopes 
to THE LEAGUE. TUB Jo wu lib ob i 
The King ſeeing clearly, that his Subjects would never 
univerſally-acknowledge and ſübmit to him, while of a dif- 
ferent Religion, took a Reſolution! of profeſſing himſelf of 
the Faith of the Church of Rome, which he did 7h 15 
1593, and the Vear following he was with great Solemnity 
crowned at Chartres, the City of Rheims being not at that 
Time reduced. Phis Step produced, and very ſpeedily too, 
all that the King expected from it. 
The People of :Paris, who had been his inveterate Ene- 
mies, and had ſnewin more Confidence and more Conſtancy 
than is uſual in the Paſſions of the Populace, immediate) 
changed their Minds, and in ſpite of the Duke de Mayen, 
put the King into Poſſeſſion of tlie Capital of his Dominions; 
and by theit Example made Way fot his becoming Maſter of 
the whole Kingdom, and even of the bittereſt and moſt 
powerful of his Enemies, whom he received to Mercy, and 
ave them no! Cauſe to repent their returning to their 
ty, and laying down their Arins, ſince he made no Di- 
ſtinction between: his old and new Subjects. 
But for all this, there wanted — who prompted by 
the violent ind wicked Opinions taught by the Clergy and 
Monks in the Time of the Holy Lzacue, deſired the 
Death of the beſt Monarch chat Generation had ſeen; an 
theſe was one Fobr Chaſtel; ine Son of a ſubſtantial Citizen of 
Paris, and hiniſelf a Boy of nineteen, who actually attempted 
to murder that'Ptince, and aiming a Knife at his Throat, 
ſtruck him in the Mouth with ſuch Force, as to beat out one 
of his Fore-Teeth, for which by the Judgment of the Par. 
liament of Paris, he was torn to Pieces by wild Horles ; and 
the Jeſuits in Conſequence of whoſe:DoEtrine he did it, were 
baniſhed for ever; which Edict the King unhappily for im- 


ſelf, aſterwards recall d. 1 
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As the Affiſtance of the King of Spain chiefly ſupported 
the LEAGUE ; and as King Philip, under Colour of a Zeal 
for Religion, Rill continued to foment Sedition and Rebel- 
lion, Henry declared War againſt him, as being better pleaſed 
to contend with an avowed, than with a conceal'd Enemy; 
with one who was obliged to employ his own Forces, than 
with one who brought againſt him none but his own traite- 
rous Subjects, | aun 1 | 

This was a very wiſe and right Step, which the King 
proſecuted with ſuch Vigour, that King Philip became in- 
clined to a Negotiation; and this ended in a Peace between 
the two Crowns, called from the Place where it was fign'd, 
the Peace of. Vervint. | 

With this Treaty, tho' both Parties ſeemed very well 
pleaſed, yet the Catholick Ring only diſſembled, and con- 
tinued his Intrigues with all the Malcontents in France, and 
even debauched ſome, who had the higheſt Obligations to the 
King from their Duty. ſt theſe Marſhal Biron was 
one, from whom King Henry had received many Services, 
in Conſideration: of which, he pardoned him once, and ad- 
viſed him to enter into no new Engagement of this Kind, for 
Fear of what might follow. h 

But Biron was ſo blinded with Ambition, and the Hopes 
of becoming an independent Prince by the Help of Spain, 
that immediately after he relapſed into the ſame illicit Cor- 
reſpondence, which the King having diſcovered, cauſed him 
to be brought to Juſtice, and by an Arret. of Parliament he 
loſt his Head on the laſt Day of Fuly 1602, in the Baſile, 
ſhewing little of that Courage in his laſt Moments, for 
which he had been ſo deſervedly famous. 

This King, who was one of the greateſt Princes of his 
Ape, both in the Field and in the Sag, was very un- 
fortunate in his Family. He was firſt married to Margaret 
of Valois, Siſter to his Predeceſſor Henry III; a Marriage un- 
happy from its Commencement, which furniſhed Occaſion 
for the Maſſacre of Paris, one of the blackeſt and moſt bar- 
barous Actions that ever deformed any Hiſtory. Thi# Prin- 
ceſs was not indiſereet only, but alſo diſſolute in her Con- 
duct, and the King in thia Reſpect was far enough from be- 
ing faultleſs in his. ae e de ES 

The Ducheſs of Beaufort was his favourite Miſtreſs, and 
like others in her Condition, was ſe proud of her Infamy, 
a hoy Power with heh 2 9 a 
— "02 EE e - Log ath the Queen con- 
{eqted to a Divorce, which We ickiy procured at — ; 
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and in Conſequence of which Henry IV. eſpouſed Mary 4, 
Medicis, Daughter to the Grand Duke of Tuſcany. 

But notwithſtanding the great Inconveniencies that aroſe 
from his former Amour with the Ducheſs of Beaufort, the 
King had fallen into another with Madam 4 Entragues, after- 
wards Marchioneſs de Vernueil, to whom he gave under his 
Hand a Promiſe of Marriage, which afforded the Court of 
Spain an Opportunity of ſetting on foot a new Conſpiracy 
in France, in order to alter the Succeſſion, and inſtead of the 
Dauphin to raiſe Cz/ar Duke de Yend:ſme (the King's na- 
tural Son by the Lady before-mentioned) to the Throne, 
which occaſioned much Trouble. 

In Affairs of State Henry was a very great and good Prince; 
he loved his Subjects as his Children, and promoted Trade, 
and maintained Juſtice throughout his Territories, He was 
nat inclined to diſturb or injure his Neighbours, but rather 
content with his own Dominions ; nay, ſo far was he per- 
ſuaded, that a ſteady and unalterable . of Power ww 
for the common Benefit of 'Chri/tendom, as in the latter End 
of his Reign and Life to form a Deſign of eſtabliſhing it, and 
thereby cut off Pretences for Wars in ſucceeding Times, by 
Means of a perpetual Congreſs. | 

In order to this, he found it requiſite to leſſen the Power of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, by depriving it of thoſe Dominions 
acquired without any juſt Title in Tinh, which he propoſed 
to have erected into ſeparate Principalities, as moſt conducive 
to a general Peace, and the common Benefit of the Inhabi- 
tants. But while he meditated theſe great and glorious Pro- 
jects for the Good of Mankind, and had aſſembled in Chan- 
pagne a numerous Army, which was on the very Point of 
marching to put them in Execution, a Period was put to his 
Days and Schemes by the Hands of Raivillac, an infamous 
Aſſaſſin, on the 14th of May 1610, in the 57th Year of his 
Age, and twenty-ſecond of his Reign. 

e have no very good Account of the Cauſe of this A- 
ſaſſinat ion; and ſome of the moſt eſteemed amongſt the 
French Hiſtorians give us very broad Hints that it was never 
throughly inquired into: however various Circumftances have 
inclined the moſt impartial Judges to ſuſpect, that the Lady be- 
forementioned had a deep Hand in this Affair, and that the 
Partizans of Spain were far enough from being ignorant of it: 
At leaft thus much is evident, that his Death could not have 
happened more luckily than it did for that Nation, even if 
they had, as it is ſuggeſted they had, the appointing of 
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This great Monarch left behind him three Sons and as 
many Daughters,. viz. the Dauphin ; the Duke of Orleans, 
who did not long ſurvive him; and John Baptiſt Gafton, then 
filed Duke of Anjou, and after bis Brother's Death Duke of 
Orleans; Elizabeth, married to Philip IV. of Spain; Cbriſti- 
na, who eſpouſed Victor Amadeus Prince of Piedmont, after- 
wards Duke of Savoy; and Henrietta Maria, Conſort to 
Charles I. of Great Britain. Henry IV. annexed to the 
Crown Bearn, Bigore, together with the Counties of Foix 
and Breſſe, which were his private Patrimony. 

Lewis XIII. ſucceeded in the ninth Year of his Age, un- 
der the Tuition of his Mother Mary de Medicis ; and on 
the 17th of October 1610, was with great Solemnity crown'd 
at Rheims by the Cardinal de Foyeuſe. The famous Marquis 
de Rhoſny, at this Time Duke de Sulli, who had managed 
the Finances in the late Reign with ſo great Applauſe, re- 
ſigned almoſt as ſoon as this began; and tho” the Princes of 
the Blood, and the = Lords made very high Profeſſions of 
Loyalty upon the King's Murder, yet the Court quickly fell 
into great Confuſions. e 

This aroſe in part from the ill Management of the Queen- 
Regent, entirely governed by an Italian Chamber-maid, whoſe 
Name was Eleanor Galligai, and her Huſband Conchino 
Conchini, whom ſhe had made Marſhal of France, by the 
Title of Marſhal 4 Ancre; and in part alſo from the 
boundleſs Ambition of the Princes and Grandees, who could 
not fail of laying Hold of ſo favourable a ConjunQure as a 
Minority, to render themſelves in a Manner abſolute in their 
reſpetive Governments. | 

This bad Behaviour and immoderate Power of theirs, pro- 
duced many and great Inconveniencies to the People, who, 
tho” leſs expoſed than at preſent to the Oppreſſion and Flee- 
cing of the Crown-Officers, were nevertheleſs as much op- 
preſſed and fleeced by thoſe Princes and Lords, who, tho' 
they ſometimes mentioned them in their Speeches and Mani- 
feſtos againſt the Court, yet never thought of them at any 
other Time, but compromis'd thgic Differences with the Ad- 
miniſtration on private and perſonal Conditions, without the 
ſmalleſt Notice taken of the Publick. | 


In this Manner things went on till the Year 1615, when 
the young King eſpouſed the Infanta Anna of Auſtria, at the 
ſame Time his Siſter married her Brother Philip IV. By this 
Match the Courage of the Court was ſo much raiſed, that they 
adventured to arreſt the Prince of Conde, who was looked 6n 
as the Head of. the Malcontents, even in the - Louvre ; and 

| hom 
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how bold a Stroke this was accounted at that Time, may ap- 
pear from hence, that Themines the Captain of the Gund; 
who performed it, vas for this Service immediately promoted 
to the Rank of Marthal of France. | . 

The King was now in the Eye of the Law, Major, and 
ſuppoſed to have the Direction of Affairs entirely in his 
own Hands; but they were much more ſo in thoſe of My. 
hal 4 Ancre, and none were ſuffered in the, Royal Preſence 
who were ſuſpected of having Capacity enough to talk to their 
Maſter on proper Subjects. Yet theſe Precautions did not 
Jong avail; there was a young Gentleman about the Cour, 
whoſe Name was Luynes, who, by his Dexterity in Hunting, 
was mightily in the King's Favour ; an this Qualification 
giving the Queen's Favourite no Umbrage, he was allow“ 
free Acceſs tp his Majeſty, and even to entertain him by his 
Bedſide, in Confidence that he would diſcourſe only of Trifle, 

But; as it often falls out, the Politicians quite miſtook 
their Man. Luynes, inſtead of Horſes and Hounds, talk'd to 
the King of the Diſtreſſes of the Kingdom, the Diſcontents 
of the Nobility, and his own unworthy Uſage ; all of which 
he imputed to the Marſhal u Arcrs, hinting alſo, that as he 
had obtained it under one, he might think another Minority 
the moſt convenient Thing in the World for ſecuring hi 
Greatneſs. Sa | 

The King, who was naturally timorous, needed nothing 
more to drive him into Action, and therefore he reſolved to 
be before-hand with the Marſhal ; with a View to which, 
Orders were ſent by his Favourite Luynes to Vitry Captain of 
the Guards to arreſt him, which he performed April 24th 
I617, as he entered the Louvre. | 
| The Marſhal ſtepping back, as if he intended to bat 

drawn his Sword, received igftantly three Piſtol Shots, and 
' dying on the Spot, his Corps was afterwards expoſed to the 
Fury of the Popalace ; his Wife was condemned as a Sorce- 
reſo, to have her Head cut off, which was executed in the 
Place de Greve, and Vitry was made Marſhal of France for 
having ſo thoroughly executed the Commands of his Maſter. 
WMe may from hence date the Admigiſtration of Lewis XII l. 
who had hitherto little more than the Title of King; and to 
fay the Truth, it was almoſt all he was capable of having; 
but however, he thought Power was as well in the Hands of 
his own, as the Queens-Mothet's Fayourites ; and therefore 
. he threw off all Reſtraints, of that Sort entirely. Ibe 
p Queen-Mother' who loved goverviog, or ratber that thoſe 
who governed her ſhould govern, Max exceedingly. difpleaſes 
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and in the Year 1615, retired with the Duke 4 Epernon into 


J- 
ls ſngoule/me, which proved the Cauſe, or at leaſt the Pretence, 
or exciting freſh Diſorders. 

She was however quickly reſtored to the King's Favour, 
iy the Interpoſition of the Biſhop of Zugon, whom ſhe had 
s Wrought into his Councils; and whoſe Abilities and matchleſs 
= MElogratitude to her who raiſed him, made him ſufficiently 


known afterwards when he obtained the Title of Cardinal 
Nicbelieu. | 
All this Time Luynes continued the Favourite, obtained 
e Conſtable's Staff, and was as powerful, and conſequently 
Was much hated, as ever Marſhal 4 Ancre had been, The Bi- 
Wſhop of Lugon, as yet only Secretary of State, and who came 
but lowly into Credit with the King, contributed not a little 
to it, by writing, or at leaſt cauſing to be written, The Life 
WT of the Conflable DE LUNa, a Spaniſh Favourite; in which 
not only Luynes's Character was very freely treated, but the 
king himſelf had his Picture drawn, not at all to his Advan- 


e. 

2 theſe Arts, but moſt of all by the Indiſcretion of Luynes 
W himſelf, who was ambitious, vain, and inſolent, he ſunk in 
W the King's Favour, who only lookcd for a fair. Opportunity 
Jof bumbling him, when Fortune ſecured her Child from fal- 
ling, by cutting the Thread of his Life when he enjoy'd as 
yet the greateſt Plenitude of Power. 7 
lt was from this Miniſter that the King firſt received that 
W Plan which he afterwards conſtantly purſued, for weakening 
and deſtroying the Proteſtant Party in his Dominions; as 
long as he lived, the Conſtable aſſiſted in the Profecution of 
W it, and the laſt Act of his Life was the Siege of Monfleur, to- 
WF wards the End of which he died; but the Notions he had 
put into the King's Head were far from dying with him; and 
notwithſtanding thoſe of the Reformed Religion had great 
Strength, and continued to defend themſelves vigorouſly, yet 
their Power gradually declined, and they were very glad to 
accept of ſuch Truces as the King would grant them, in or- 

der to recover themſelves and recruit their Forces. bat, 

In 1622, the Duke of Rohan, who was one of the princi 
pal Nobility of that Party, fubmitted to the King, after his 
Majeſty had taken Montpellier, and reduced the greateſt Part 
of Guienne, His Majeſty them proceeded to Avignon, and 
exerciſed therg all Acts of Sovereignty, which had not been 
done by his Predeceſſors for 'a long Time before. He went 
from thence to Grenoble, and ſo to Jem in the Month of 
Neventer following, when the Biſhop of Lupen received the 
R Cardinal's 
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Cardinal's Hat, and was from thence forward conſidered x; 
Prime Miniſter ;_ he in a ſhort Time gained ſuch an Aſcen- 
dency over his Maſter, that he was more diſtinguiſhed by be- 
ing the Inſtrument of his Miniſter's Projects, than as the 
Ruler of ſo great a Kingdom. 

This Monarch was far from wanting Capacity, or even 
from being indolent, but be had a Weakneſs of Conſtitution, 
a natural 'T'imidity in his Temper, and little or no Educati- 
on, ſo that he was, generally ſpeaking, ſenſible of his Un. 
fitneſs to ſuſtain the Weight of Government, and was glad 
to devolve it upon other Men's Shoulders; but then he wa 
apt to grow jealous of their Authority, and repine at the 
Sight of that Grandeur of which himſelf, and that too for his 
own Sake, was the ſole Author and Cauſe. | 

Hitherto he bad been governed by a Favourite, of very 
limited Abilities; but his new Miniſter was a Man of quite 
another Caſt. He had a Capacity as extenſive as his Miniltry 
required, and a Spirit capable cf ſupplying all the Defedts of 
his Maſter's. He laboured all he could to make the King es- 
ſy and great; he indulged his Foibles, and extended his Au- 
thority 3 but in doing this, he never conſidered the Means, 
whether good or bad, nor had he the leaſt Concern for the 
Conſequences, 

He poſſeſſed his Maſter with an Opinion that his Govern- 
ment could not either be ſecure, or glorious, till he had com- 
paſted three Points. The firſt was, the Suppreſſion of the 
| Proteſtants ; for while they ſubſiſted, and had ſtrong Towns 
in their Hands, he was Maſter of only a Part of his Subject, 
and not of his whole Kingdom. The ſecond regarded the 
Princes of the Blood, and the great Lords who were entruſt- 
ed with the Government, who, forgetting that they owed 


all thoſe Marks of Diſtinction to the Favour of the Court, i 


were very apt to pick Quarrels with the Miniſtry, and to turn 


the Force in their Hands upon their Benefactors. In the | 
third Place, he ſhewed the King that he could never be ſafe 1 
Home while there was a Power ſuperior to his own Abroad, WW 


more eſpecially if that Power was his Neighbour. 
In ſhort he inſinuated, that ruining the Proteſtants, and 
.abaſing the Nobility, were the ſole Means of making the 


King eaſy within his Realm, as reducing the Power of the | : 


Houſe of Auſtria was a Point abſolutely neceſſary to make 
room for the Gallic Monarchy, and to give it that Credit 


with the reſt of the Powers of Europe, that it merited by is 


Situation and Forces, 
I 124 The 
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The King ſaw this Project in the moſt advantageous Light 
poſſible z for it ſuited exactly his Inclinations, and agreed in 
every Reſpect with his Manner of thinking. He had been 
bred with ſtrong Prejudices _ thoſe of the Reformed 
Religion; he had very warm Reſentments, from the Uſage 
he had met with from his Grandees ; and he had Ambition 
enough to deſire that his Reign ſhould be ſignalized by Victo- 
ries and Conqueſts. 

He came therefore very readily into the Propoſals made by 

che Cardinal; and conceiving rightly enough of his own 
vant of Strength, and of the bold, enterprizing, and yet ſo- 
na Genius of his Miniſter, he reſolved to put the Execution 
of his Plan entirely into his Hands, and to give bim all the 
Aſſiſtance his Authority could ſupply, for bringing it in eve- 
ry Reſpect to full Perfection. 
He began with the Proteſtants, and the Manner in which 
he treated them, was ſuch, that they ſaw plainly enough 
what they had to expect; and therefore exerted themſelves 
to the utmoſt for their own Protection and Preſervation. 
They knew they had a Title to their Privileges by the Laws, 
and when Force was made uſe of to overturn thoſe Privi- 
leges,they thought it both reaſonable and juſt to haveRecourſe 
to the ſame Method for their Defence. 

To render this the more effectual, they found it neceſſa 
to apply themſelves to their Neighbours of the ſame Religion 
for Aſſiſtance, which was promiſed them by King Charles I. 


Places in the Hands of the Proteſtants, and a very convenient 
Port, by which, ſo long as it continued in their Hands, they 
might always receive Succours from England. 

This Siege laſted a whole Lear, in which Time the Eng- 


of Great Britain, though he married his Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
A jcfty's Siſter. The French King perſiſted however, in the 
© WE Reſolution to execute his, or rather the Cardinal's Scheme; 
q and accordingly laid Siege to Rochelle, one of the ſtrongeſt 


liſh made two fruitleſs Attempts to relieve it; and the Place 
d, was at laſt taken by a Contrivance of the Cardinal's, who 

commanded the King's Army in Chief, and had two Lieute- 
nd nant-Generals to act under him; for he found Means to run 
he a Dyke acroſs the Canal, by which they received Proviſions 
he and Succours, tho? with infinite Labour, Expence and Trou- 
ke ble; ſo that the Inhabitants were forced to ſurrender, and 


ſubmit themſelves to the King's Mercy, who entered the 

Place in Triumph Newember 1, 1628. 
By this Blow, the Proteſtants in France were brought (6 
low, that many of their great Men were obliged to quit the 
R 2 Kingdom ; 


, 
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Kingdom; and ſome, deſpairing of their Caufe, thought i 
beſt to embrace the prevailing Religion, Yet it was not judy. 
ed expedient to piocced in this Matter with Violence, the 
Cardinal pretending the War was not carried on fo much ty 
make them good Catholicks as good Subjects; but he ver 
well knew that when once their Power was gone, the Relig 
on of the King and Court muſt by Degrees prevail. 

The King was deſirous that his Brother ſhould marry the 
Princeſs de Mantpenſer, who was of the Blood Royal, and: 
very rich Beireſs; but Monſieur, ſo the King's Brother j 
ſtiled in France, diſliked the Match, and was rather incline 
to marry ſome Foreign Princeſs ; upon which, the Cardind 
cauſed Marſhal 4 Oran, and the Count de Chalais, whom 
he ſuſpected to have given that Prince this Advice, to be ar- 
reſted ; the latter was ſoon brought to his Trial before; 
Court contrived for that Purpoſe, in which Faculty the Car 
dinal excelled, was condemned by them to loſe his Head, and 
loſt it accordingly ; and it is ſuppoſed the former would have 
ſhared the ſame Fate if he bad not died in Priſon. 

The Duke of Orleans was at firſt very angry, and ſhewel 
great Reſentment at the Uſage his Friends had met with; 
but at laſt he thought fit to fall into the Cardinal's Scheme, 
and to marry the Princeſs that had been judged fit for him, 
By this Step the Cardinal ſhewed what the great Lords of the 
Kingdom were to expect, when he made ſo little Ceremony 
of humbling the firſt Prince of the Blood, and the preſuny- 
tive Heir of the Crown. 

A War ariſing in Italy, the Cardinal went thither in Per 


fon, commanded the King's Armies in Chief, and the Mar 


ſhals Crequi, De la Force, and Schomberg, ated uiſder him; BY 
it is ſaid he had in View the marching into the Neighbour il 


hood of Rome, in caſe the Pope, who was then ſick, ba! 


died, in order to have forced the Cardinals to advance hims Mt 
that Dignity. KF 
In the mean Time a powerful Party was formed at Court } 
againſt the Miniſter, of which the Queen was the Head; te WW 
Marſhal de Marillae, his Brother the Keeper of the Sealy 
the Cardinal de Berulle, the Duke de Bellegarde, and tht 
Marſhal de. Baſompiere, were the principal Perſons concerned 
The King was at this Time ſick at Lyons, and in a Council 
held by theſe great Men, ſeveral Methods were propoſed dd 
treating the Cardinal under the new Reign; but the Kit 
recovered, and the Miniſter having exact Information of et 
ry Man's Sentiments, to ſhew the full Extent of his * 
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and at the ſame Time of his Reſentment, puniſh'd every one 
of them according to his Vote at that Council. 

The Marſhal de Marillac he put to Death, the Keeper of 
the Seals loſt his Place and his Eſtate, the* Cardinal de Berulle 
died of Poiſon or Grief, the Duke de Bellegarde was removed 
from Court, and Marſhal Baſompiere impriſoned in the Ba- 

flile, This offended the Queen-Mother highly; but the King 
was ſo far from ſhewing any Concern for her Reſentment, - 
that he ſent her Orders to retire to her Houſe ; upon which 
ſhe withdrew in Diſcontent, and went ſoon after out of the 
Kingdom, carrying the Duke of Orleans with her, . 

It was not long before this produced an Inſurtection, at the 
Head of which were the Dukes 4e Bouillon and Montmorency; 
but their Forces were defeated at Caſtelnauduri, and the lat- 
ter taken Priſoner. The King then offered his Brother his 
Pardon for what was paſt, but he inſiſted upon the Pardon of 
the Nuke, which was poſitively refuſed. And he was ſoon 
after brought to Thoulouſe, where he was condemned for 
high Treaſon, and the Joth of September 1632, loſt his 
Head publickly upon the Scaffold, tho* he was the laſt of his 
Family, which was looked upon as the beſt in France. 

Upon this the Duke de Bouillon thought proper to withdraw 
into Germany; and the Queen-Mother, and the Duke of Or- 
leens, who had gone again to Court, retired into the Low 
Countries, and put themſelves under the Protection of the 
Court of Spain. I have thrown all theſe Facts together, that 
the Reader may the better perceive with what inflexible Stea- 
dineſs the Cardinal proſecuted the ſecond Patt of his Plan. 

We are next to conſider the Methods by which the laft 
Part of his great Project was carried on; and with Regard 
to this, we are to obſerve, that the Cardinal perceiving the 
great Advantage the Situation of France gave him of acting 
at once againſt both Branches of the Houſe of Au/ria, con- 
tinued to embarraſs Spain by a War in Tah, in which ſeve- 
ral of the little Princes in that Country were at all Times 
ready to offer their Services to Fance; and on the other Hand 
he found Means to diſtreſs the Emperor by ſupporting the 
Proteſtants in Germany, and calling in the King of Sweden to 
their Aſſiſtance, at the ſame Time that he was deſtroying 
them in France. | 

But all this could not be done without maintaining a conſi- 
derable Force, and acting on many Sides at once, which 
none of the former Kings of France had been able to do; but 
the Cardinal found Ways and Means to keep up numerous 
Armies, commanded by Officers entitely dependent upon the 


3 King, 
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King, or rather upon himſelf, which at the fame Time tht 


they acted againſt the Enemies Abroad, kept the Diſcontent- 
ed in Awe at Home. 

Thus in 1635, when the King declared War againſt Spain, 
after acting againſt that Crown for ſeveral Years together, 
under Pretence of aſſiſting his Allies, he was obliged to hare 
five Armics in the Field, one in the Low Countries, another 
in Germany, a Third in Tah, a Fourth in Franche Conti, 
and a Fifth in Rouſſillon, beſides two Fleets, one under the 
Command of the Archbiſhop of Bourdeaux, and another ur 
der ſeveral Officers, 

It is very true, that theſe Fleets were very far from being 
conſiderable ; but however, it is rather wonderful that he 
had any Fleets, than that they were ſmall ; for in ſact, his Fa- 
ther had not ſo much as a Ship of War. But the Cardind 
was the great Spring and Manager of all ; he commanded the 
Armies of France, when it was neceſſary, with the Power af 
Conſtable ; and he aſſumed the entire Dire&tion of the Naval 
Affairs, with the Title of Grand- Maſter in Chief, and Sur: 
Intendant General of the Navigation and Commerce of Franc. 

As he had thus the whole Power of the Kingdom in hi 
Hands, he was the firſt that ſhewed the mighty Reſources af 
France; and partly by Force, partly by Fraud, ſometimes by 
the Help of numerous Armies, but more frequently by filent 
Intrigues, he ſo diſtreſſed and weakened both the Emperar 
and the King of Spain, that they ſaw they were in no Con- 
dition of continuing the War; and at the ſame Time found 


themſelves at a Loſs how to extricate themſelves out of it by 4 


a ſafe and honourable Peace. 


In.former Times they had been able to create Diverſions ä | 
in France, by aſſiſting ſuch Lords as were diſcontented with i 


the Court; they tried the ſame Method now, but not with 


their uſual Succeſs : For in the Year 1641, the Count de , 
ſons, a. Prince of the Blood, and a moſt inveterate Enemy of Wi 


the Cardinal's, loſt his Life in the Battle of Sedon, after be 
had obtained the Victory; and it is thought was aſſaſſinated 
by a Perſon employed for that Purpoſe by the Cardinal. 
The Duke de Bouillon, who was alſo engaged in this Affair, 
retired into the ſtrong Fortreſs of Sedan, of which he ws 
Sovereign, and which in thoſe Days was looked upon as im- 
pregnable ; yet ſcarce thinking himſelf in Safety there, upoſ 
the King's Approach he came out, and threw himſelf at bv 
Feet, by which Means he received at that Time his Life, 
from a well. timed but diſſembled Mercy. 1 
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But the Cardinal practiſed this Method with ſuch SucceT, 
n Favour of France, as not only produced immediate and 
important Effects, but ſuch alſo as for ever weakened the 
Power of both thoſe Potentates. Thus, on the Part of Spain, 


WC:ta/mia was engaged to revolt, which drew the entire At- 


ention of the Spanih Miniſtry on that Side, and ſo made 


Way for the Houſe of Braganga to mount the Throne of 
Periugal, and maintain itſelf on the other. 


In Germany, beſides drawing many Princes into a cloſe 
League againſt the Emperor, his own moſt able and Succeſs- 


ful General, Count Walleſtein, aſterwards Duke of Fried- 
and, was debauched from his Obedience, and encouraged to 


think of rendering himſelf Maſter of his native Country of 


B.bema. And fo many Adventurers at the Head of merce- 


nary Armies were ſupported by France in the Empire, that 


W the Chief of it knew not how to act; and all the Members 


of the Germanick Body found themſelves obliged to let France 
dictate the Terms of Peace, which were the Contrivance of 
this Cardinal, tho' his Scheme after his Death was executed 
in its full Extent by his Succeſſor Cardinal Mazarin. 

The Part that Britain might have taken in ſuch a buſy 
Scene, was doubtful; and therefore, by way of Prevention, 
or Precaution, the Scots were ſtirred up againſt King Charles J. 
and encouraged (to revenge the Succours he had given the 
Rechellers) to demand the Protection of France againſt their 
natural Prince. This Humour ſpreading Sguthward, produ- 
ced the Civil War, in which the CardinalHeld Intelligence 
with both Parties (that is, in the Beginning) and by inſinua- 
ting evil Impreſſions of one Side to the other, prevented all 
Poſſibility of Reconciliation, which brought on the End. 

In Itahy and in Holland, the fame Methods were purſued ; 
and the mighty Honours paid by the French Ambaſladors to 
the then Prince of Orange, were calculated to kindle thoſe 
Jealouſies and Heart-burnings, that were very near ſubverting 
that Common-Wealth, By Arts like thefe, Cardinal Riche- 
lieu in a very ſhort Space of Time intirely changed the Face 
of Things; and from overgrown Power, unreaſonable In- 
fuence, and a Kind of univerſal Monarchy, reduced the 
Houſe of Auftria to Weakneſs on one Side, and to a very li- 
mited Authority on the other, drew over many of its Allies, 
and frighted the reſt from ſhewing any Affection towards 
that Family, So that we may from hence diſcern what vaſt 
Deſigns one reſtleſs and able Genius can effect, when it has 
its full Scope and fit Matter to work upon, which was pre- 
ciſely this Miniſter's Caſe, | | 
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Theſe mighty things performed for the Service of the Frm 
Monarchy, as well as enlarging the Power of theKing,tho'they 
raiſed Cardinal Richelieu in the Opinion and Eſteem of his 
Maſter, yet were they very far from gaining his Affection. 
We have already given the Reader his Character, and from 
thence it will appear that he was incapable of loving ary 
thing, from the natural Timidity of his Temper ; which promy. 
ting him to part with his Authority for the Support of his Go. 
vernment, at the ſame Time inclined him to be extreme) 
Jealous and ſuſpicious of thoſe to whom he parted with it, 
though they managed it ever ſo much to his Advantage, 

He had been governed in his Minority, and for ſome Year 
after, by the Queen his Mother, whom he treated in the re. 
maining Part of his Reign with great Rigour, if not Inhuma- 
nity. He made Uſe of his Favourite the Conſtable Laynes to 
humble all that had been attached to his Mother, yet he 
conceived ſuch Envy and Hatred towards him, as was abſo- 
Jutely unbecoming a Prince ; for he was wont to complain, 
that his Palace was not big enough to hold two Kings. And 
when the Eugliſb Ambaſſador went to confer with the Conſta- 
ble, whe acted as Prime Miniſter, he ſaid to them that were 
about him, The Ambaſſador is gone to take his Audience of the 
King Luynes. Nay, when the Conftable came into his Pre- 
ſence, with many of the Nobility about him, he ſhewed his 
Uneaſineſs, and the Weakneſs of his Temper till more, 
by whiſpering to ſome that were near him, Here comes tht 
Court. 

He was afraid of the Biſhop of Lugor's Abilities, becauſe he 
believed him devoted to his Mother, and on that Account 
removed him once from his Council; but when he perceived 


his Ambition was fo great, as to extinguiſh all Sentiments of 


Gratitude for the Princeſs who had raiſed him, he honoured 


him with his intire Confidence, procured him a Hat from 
Rome, and made him as abſolute both in Church and State, | 


as it was poſſible for him to be. 
Yer by Degrees he grew jealous even of him; and as his 
Power was infinitely ſuperior to that of former Miniſters, or 
to ſay the Truth, than that of former Kings, he hated him 
exceſſively. The Cardinal, who knew his Maſter's Temper 
exactly, and that he could no more be without a Favourite 
than a Miniſter, judged it convenient to give him one, 2 
Man of an agreeable Behaviour, and under great Obligations 

to himſelf, to prevent a worſe Choice. 
The Perſon he pitched upon was Mr. Cinguemars, the Son 
of the late Marſhal 4 Efiat, whoſe Fortune he had made, * 
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"cb or whoſe Fidelity therefore he thought himſelf ſecure. But 
hey WW the King corrupted his Favourite, by making him the Con- 
cent of his Averſion for his Miniſter. Beſides, the Ambi- 
on, tion of the young Man was as boundleſs as that of the Car- 
om dinal; and he had formed in his own Breaſt ſuch Schemes 
ny of Greatneſs, as he was ſenſible could not be reconciled to the 
p- Views of Richelieu. It was natural for him therefore, ac- 
30 WW cording to the Policy of Courts, to wiſh the Deſtruction of 
a Miniſter, whoſe Power was incompatible with his Hopes. 
, He was ſenſible, that notwithſtanding his Obligations to 
him, the King would not be diſpleaſed with the Cardinal's 
as ral; but he was ſenſible at the ſame Time, that his Maſter 
rc» WS wanted Spirit to accompliſh what he defired ; and this drove 
a WE him to think of the deſperate Method of depriving Riche- 
to leu of Life and Fortune at once by an Aſſaſſination. He 
he remembered the Fate of the Queen Mother's Favourite, and 
0- chat it was the firſt Step to the Greatneſs of Luynes ; and 


he had himſelf an Intrigue with a great Princeſs, whom 
he had Hopes of marrying, if he arrived at the Dignity of 
Conſtable. | 

But by a Train of unforeſeen Accidents, and that Confu- 
ſion of Mind, which is natural to Men who are embarked 
in dark and dangerous Deſigns, he did not carry this Conſpi- 
racy againſt the Cardinal into Execution, in the Manner he 
intended; and the Conſequence of this was, that the Car- 
dinal came to be quickly informed of all that had been con - 
trived againſt him. 

He did not immediately take that Vengeance which might 
have been expected from a Man of his Spirit and Reſolution; 
which was in ſome Meaſure owing to the Circumſtances of 
Affairs, but more to an Indiſpoſition of Body; he kept there- 
fore at a Diſtance from the Court, took the neceſſary Precau- 
tions for the Security of his Perſon, and very wiſely waited 
to ſee what Time would produce. 

M. de Cinquemars, who could not but perceive the Danger 
he was in, had Recourſe for his Security to Meaſures which 
ended in his Deſtruction. He knew that the Duke of Or- 
leans, the King's Brother, hated the Miniſter as heartily as 
he did ; he knew that the Duke de Bouillon, and others of 
the principal Nobility were of the ſame Sentiments; he thought 
therefore, if he could engage them in his Party, and draw 
them into a Treaty with Spain, they might make themſelves 
ſure of Safety, if not of Succeſs ; and in this Deſign, he 
proceeded farther than in the former, for thoſe great Men 

came 
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came readily into his Purpoſe ; and by the Aſſiſtance of Mr. 

en the Treaty with his Catholick Majeſty was con- 
eluded. 0 | 

The principal Articles of this Treaty were, that the King 
of France ſhould furniſh” Monfieur with twelve thouſand Foot 
and five thouſand Horſe, ſhould ſupply him alſo with four. 
hundred thouſand Crowns for levying Soldiers in France, and 
twelve thouſand Crowns a Month toward their Pay, The 
Duke de Bouillon was to have a Penſion of forty thouſand 
Crowns, and Mr. Cinguemars the ſame. The latter commu- 
nicated the whole State of Affairs to his Friend M. de They, 
a Man of great Worth and Probity, who diſſuaded him 
from proceeding on this Scheme, and expreſſed a juſt Fore- 
ſight of the dreadful Calamities with which, ' whatever Turn 
it took, it muſt be attended. 
The Cardinal's withdrawing from Affairs produced many 
Inconveniencies, which the King quickly perceived, and bad 
Senſe and Penetration enough to-diſcover that the Ruin of 
Richelieu's Power would be attended with that of his Autho- 
rity, of which he was ſtil] more jealous than of his Miniſter : 
This ſoon led to a Reconciliation ; and the Queen, who hated 
the Cardinal as much as any'of his Enemies, having been in- 
formed by the Duke of Orleans of ſome Part of his Deſign, and 

rceiving it would be attended with diſagreeable Conſequences 
b herſelf, in caſe of the King's Death, diſcovered all ſhe 
knew to the Cardinal, notwithſtanding her Averſion for him. 
The King was no ſooner acquainted with this, than he conſi- 
dered it in the ſame Light the Cardinal wiſhed he ſhould conſi- 
der it, as a downright and dangerous Rebellion. 
The Duke de Bouillon, M. Cinguemars, and M. de Thou 
were ſeized ; the Viſcount de Fontrailles took care to with- 
draw in Time, and' thereby eſcaped the Fate of his Friends. 
M. Cinguemars and M. de Thou were condemned, the former 
for Treaſon, and the latter for concealing that 'T reaſon when 
diſcloſed to him, to loſe their Heads; and this Sentence was 
immediately put in Execution. M, Cinguemars was not much 
pitied, but the whole Nation was under a remarkable Concern 
for M. de Thou, who was the Son of the great Preſident of 
the ſame Name, and was thought to have owed his Death to 
the ill Character deſervedly given by the Preſident to the 
Uncle of the Cardinal, in his admirable Hiſtory. | 
As for the Duke de Bouillon, tho* this was not either 
his firſt or his ſecond Offence, yet his Life was ſpared upon 
his ſurrendering into the King's ds the Citidel and ww” 
IS | pality . 


LAKE... 
pality of S-dang which was his Property, and was a Place of 
very great Conſequence. Thus ended the Conſpiracy, which 
inſtead of deſtroying either the Perſon or Power of the Cardi- 
nal, contributed to the Security of the former, and if poſſi- 
ble to the enlarging the latter, but very plainly to the Eſta- 
bliſhment of both. Mop 

"The Year 1642 was fatal to the Enemies of the Cardinal 
de Richelieu, and to himſelf, On the 3d of Fuly the Queen- 
Mother, Mary de Medicis, breathed her laſt at Cologn, in the 
ſixty-eightk Year of her Age. having ſuffered a long Perſe- 
cution, and ſome Years in Baniſhment, from the unnatural 
Severity of her yon, and the r of the Car- 
dinal, tho' ſhe had been a very tender Mother to the for- 
mer, and a very kind Miſtreſs to the latter, who was in- 
debted to her for his firſt. Preferments, and for his Introduc- 
tion to that Power, which with ſo much Inhumanity he had 
exerciſed againſt her, 

On the eleventh of September following, Cingucmars and 
de Thou loſt their Heads at Lyons; and on the twenty-ninth 
of the ſame Month Sedan was yielded into the King's Hands. 
Theſe great and happy Turns of Fortune ſeem'd to revive 
the Cardinal from the Grave, He had Jong languiſhed under 
a painful and dangerous Diſtemper, which terminated at 
length in a Cancer in his Arm, which the Phyſicians could 
not cure, and to the Anguiſh which it created they could 

ive little or no Relief. 

His Strength decay'd daily, and with it his Spirits ſunk ſo 
much, that he was unable to riſe ; yet he quitted the City 
of Lyons the Day that the Gentlemen were executed, and 
was carried in a Litter on Mens Shoulders to Fontainbleau, 
where the King then was. He came thither in October, 
quitted his Bed, waited on his Majeſty with as much Aſſi- 
duity, and applied himſelf to Buſineſs with as much Vigilance 
and Activity as ever, But after fix Weeks Reſpite, his Di- 
{temper attack'd him again in ſuch a Manner, as left him no 
Hopes of eſcaping, | het 
The King did him the Honour of a Viſit, and expreſſed 
much Concern at the Condition in which he found him; 
but there is Reaſon te doubt of the Sincerity of his Ma- 
jeſty's Grief, ſince after the Cardinal's Deceaſe, which hap- 
pened on the fourth of December following, he ſeemed to be 
very well pleaſed at finding himſelf delivered from a Minifter 
whoſe Power he dreaded, and from whom he knew not how 
to take it away, 

A ſtronger 


. . 

A ſtronger Proof of his Sentiments in this Reſpect was his 
ſetting at Liberty, and recalling to Court, ſuch of the Cardi- 
nal's Enemies as were either impriſoned or baniſhed at the Ml 
Time of bis Demiſe; ſuch as the Marſhals de Vitry, de Baſom-, | 
piere, d Etrees, and ſeveral others; who immediately returned 
to his Preſence, and were well received. Such are the Virtues 
of ſome Minifters ! and the Gratitude of ſome Kings ! 

It was not long that the King enjoyed that Liberty with 
which he was ſu much pleaſed. He had ſuffered for four 
Years and upwards by a painful Diſtemper, which weakened 
him exceedingly, and which had ſeveral Times reduced him 
to the Point of Death. His bad Habit of Body, and his 
Neglect of all Regimen, made his Malady abſolutely incu- 
rable ; and the April following the Cardinal's Death, the Kiog 
found his own approaching ſo haſtily, that he thought fit to 
draw up a Declaration for ſettling the Government of the - 
Kingdom after his Deceaſe. 

The principal Points of this Declaration were theſe : That 
the Queen his Wife ſhould be Regent during the Minority 
of his Son; that his only Brother the Duke of Orleans, ſhould 
be the King's Lieutenant throughout the Realm, and Preſident 


of the Queen's Council, and, in caſe of his Abſence, the Prince 


of Conde. This Council of Regency was to be compoſed of 
the Perſons before-mentioned, the Duke of Longueville, Ju- 


us Mazarin, (for whom Richelieu, a little before his Death, 


had procured the Cardinal's Hat,) the Chancellor of France, 


the Sur-Intendant of the Finances, and M. Chavigny. The 


King cauſed this Declaration to be ſigned by the Queen, and 
by Monſieur. The Prince of C:nd# and the Chancellor car- 
ried it to the Parliament of Paris, where it was regiſter'd the 
21ſt of April 1643. 

The King ſurvived to the 14th of May, and then died in 
exceſhve Agonies both of Mind and Body. He was chiefly 
troubled at his unnatural Severity to the Cern his Mother, 
to whom he had refuſed Leave to return into France when 
ſhe made him the utmoſt Suhmiſſions, and when he had not 
the leaſt Reaſon. to apprehend any Thing from her Return 
that could give him Uneaſineſs. He regretted likewiſe the 
Rigour of Nichelſeu's Adminiſtration, and the Blood that had 
been ſhed thereby, _ x 
le annexed the County of Rouſſllon to his Kingdom, and 
inlarged the Royal Authority far beyond its antient and legal 
Bounds. This was the great, the diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtick 


of his Reign, which induced me to take ſo much Pains to ſhew 


ina narrow Compaſs, how ſogreata Change was brought _ 
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Yet after all that has been ſaid, it can be but imperfeQly un- 
derſtood, unleſs it be more particularly ſhewn what that 
Change was, which was thus made. . +296 4421 
Before this Time the Nobility were potent, and even the 
meaneſt of the-people were in ſome Meaſure free ; but at his 
Deceaſe the Royal Authority had almoſt ſwallowed up all; and 
Mens Safeties and Fortunes, as well as Power and Preferment; 
depended on the Will of the King and his Miniſters, Yet 
ſuch was the abject Flattery, or rather ridiculous Folly of 
thoſe Times, that his Subjects beſtowed on him the Sirname 
of Juſt; as if he had been more careful in obſerving the 
Laws, and maintaining the ancient and legal Conſtitution of 
France, than any of his Predeceſſors; whereas in fact, he did 
more towards deſtroying it, than all the Kings that had 
reigned before him, | 
It is true, this did not proceed ſo much from himſelf as from 
his Miniſter ; but that Miniſter could have done nothing with» 
out the Aſſiſtance of his Authority; and if he had preferred 
the Welfare of his Subjects to the Poſſeſſion of boundleſs 
Power, he would never have given into his Schemes. But 
ſo far was the King from diſappreving the Plan that Richelieu 
had laid down, or defiring his Projects might be laid aſide, 
that he provided to the very laſt, and even by the Declaration 
which he ſent to the Parliament for the putting them in Ex- 
ecution, and that in their utmoſt Extent, by giving a Place 
in the Council of Regency to Cardinal Mazarin, the Crea- 
ture and Diſciple of R:chelieu, who purſued his Maſter's In- 
ſtructions, if not with equal Genius, yet with much greater 
Cunning ; ſo that in the Space of thirty-ſeven Years, (for fo 
long the Miniſtry of theſe Cardinals laſted ) the Defign of ren- 
dering the Government of France (which in former Times 
reſembled the other Governments of Europe) an abſolute 
Monarchy, was brought to bear, not more to the Oppreſſion 
and Misfortune of thoſe, who from being Subjects only, were 
made Slaves thereby, than to the Terror and of 
all Chriſtendom ever fince. 


It was thought requiſite to inſiſt longer, and to explain 
the Events of this Reign the more clearly, becauſe if the 
Reader will attentively conſider them, he muſt diſcern why 
France is much more formidable to her Neighbours now than 
ſhe was formerly, when perhaps her real Strength was greater, 
and with what Reaſon there is ſo much Jealouſy” had of her 
Deſigns beyond thoſe of any other Power. We may likewiſe 
from the foregoing Account of this extraordinary Reign, de- 

egard 


duce three Obſervations of the greateſt Conſequence in 


„ 
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to Government in General, and which ought to be perpe- 
tually in the Minds of thoſe who deſire their Poſterity ſhould 
remain as free as themſelves have been, and conſequently to 
have their own Memories revered, as juſt Aſſertors of Publick 
Liberty. | 

The firſt is, That the Perſonal Characters of Princes are 
not of any great Conſequence in changing of Governments. 
Lewis the Juſt was in Parts, very far inferior to Henry the 
Great, and yet he * e much greater Power by liſtening to 
the Suggeſtions of a Miniſter who governed him, whereas his 
Father governed his Miniſters and his Subjects himſelf, There 
are very great Qualities requiſite in a Prince who aims himſelf 
at overturning a Conſtitution ; but a paſſive Obſtinacy is a 
Quality not hard to be met with, and this conducted by a 
deſigning Miniſter will do the Work as well. 

Secondly, There is nothing ſo dangerous in any limited 
Monarchy, or mixed State, as ſyſtematical Adminiſtrations, 
whether they are calculated to introduce Tyranny or Cor- 
ruption ; which in the Body Politick, differ from each other 
no more than an Inflammation and a Mortification in a na- 
tural Body ; that is, the former is more alarming, and the 
latter more, or at leaſt to the full as dangerous. 
Viral, Such Alterations can never be wrought but by an 
artful Management of Factians, which are never fo dangerous 
to the Freedom of a People, as when they are conniv'd at, 
and tampered with, by a Court. When the Phy/ician and 


the Diſeaſe are agreed, the Patient, let his Conftitution be ever 


ſo good, cannot /a/t long. But let us return now from Re- 
flections to Hiſtory. 

Lewis XIV. ſucceeded his Father at the Age of four Years 
and eight Months, under the Tutelage of his Mother Anne of 
Auftria, Daughter of Philip III. King of Spain. His long 
Reign, the Evenneſs and Firmneſs of his Temper, the Va- 
riety of Opportunities that offered, and which generally ſpeak- 
ing, no Prince knew better how to turn to his on Advantage, 
enabled him to compleat what his Parent and Predeceſſor had 
begun ; and therefore a juſt and comprehenſive Idea of his 
Reign is abſolutely — — to ſuch as are inclined to be 
thoroughly acquainted with the Political State of Europe. 

In order to contribute to this as far as is poſſible, and = 
keep as much within Bounds as fo fruitful and fo extenſive 
a Subje will allow, we ſhall divide the general Repreſenta- 
tion of this Reign into ue diſtin Periods z in each of 
which we ſhall endeavour! to point out the ruling Maxim 
+that was purſued, the Means: that were made uſe of for its 
8 | „ Accom- 
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Accompliſhment, and how far they were or were not at- 
tended with Succeſs. - | | 
. Theſe Periods ſhall be from the Acceſſion of the King in 
164 3, to the Peace of the Pyrennees in 1660 from that Peace 
to the Treaty concluded at Nimeguen in 1679 ; from the 
Peace of Nimeguen to that of Ryſwick in 1697; from the 
Peace of Ryſwick to that of Utrecht in 17123 from the Peace 
of Utrecht to the Death of Lewis the XIVth in 1715. By 
conſidering the Events within theſe five Periods with proper 
Attention, we ſhall be able to diſcern how the Govern- 
nent of France was entirely model'd into as abſolute a Mo- 
narchy as ever exiſted ; how the Power of that Crown has 
gradually increaſed at the Expence of its Neighbours, to that 
formidable Greatneſs which rendered it the Terror of Europe 
at the opening of the preſent Century, and how it eſcaped 
being reduced within reaſonable Bounds by a Grand Alliance, 
as happily conducted in the Courſe of the laſt general War, 
as it was wiſely concerted in the Beginning of it. 

Theſe are Things of ſuch Importance, that without a clear 
and perfect Notion of them, it is ſimply impoſſible to have 
any true and well-grounded Conceptions of the preſent State 
of Europe, and the reſpective Intereſts of its ſeveral Powers; 
much leſs any Degree of Foreſight as to future Events, and 
what the Conſequences may be of the Increaſe or Decline 
8 the Power and Influence of this ambitious and all- graſping 

rown. | 
We will begin then with a ſuccin& Account of what paſſed 
under the Regency of the Queen Mother, whoſe firſt and 
ſettled Maxim was to increaſe and extend her Authority to the 
utmoſt ; in order to which, ſhe employ'd all the Arts natural 
to her Sex, to gain the Hearts, or at leaſt the Voices of. the 
principal Perſons of the Kingdom, during the laſt Illneſs of 
her Conſort ; ſo that within four Days after his Deceaſe, ſhe 
obtained a Declaration from the Parliament of Paris, by 
which ſhe was appointed ſolely and ſimply Regent of the 
Kingdom during the Minority of her Son. And within four 
Hours after obtaining this Declaration, which entirely can- 
celled that of the late King figned by herſelf, and approved 
by the ſame Parliament; ſhe placed Cardinal Mazerin at 
the Head of her Council. 

As this Miniſter conducted the Affairs of France with great 
Variety of Fortune for eighteen Years, and as he is ſuppoſed to 
have given his Maſter that Plan of Policy purſued through his 
long Reign and which, for any thing that appears to the con- 
ary, is ſtill purſued ; it will be neceſſary to enter more Le 
4 ularly 
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cularly into his Character, and to ſhew by what Steps he roſs 
from being a mere Adventurer, without any great Pretences to 
Family, Credit or Fortune, to the Rank of firſt Miniſter in 
2 Kingdom where he was an utter Stranger, till the Time he 
was forty Years of Age. Sh. 5 

He was by Birth a Gentleman of Rome ; his Enemies in- 
deed have diſputed this, and his Friends never contended for 
any thing more. He ſtudied for ſome time in the Univerſity 
of Salamanca in Spain, but he neither was nor affected to be 
thought learned; while he was at this Univerſity he had 
the Curioſity too common in all Countries, but moſt ſo in 
Italy and Spain, to have the Figure of his Nativity drawn and 
judged by a famous Aſtrologer of thoſe Days, who very po- 
fitively pronounced that he would one Day become Pope; 
which ſhewed his Ignorance, or rather the Fallacy of that pre- 
tended Art, by which all who put any Truſt in it have been 
miſerably deceived. © | . e 25 

He was firſt the Creature of the Houſe of Colonna, into 
which one of his Nieces afterwards married ; his next Patron 
was Cardinal Sachetti; then he became a Captain of Horſe. 
Being taken Notice of by Cardinal Antonio Barberini, he laid 

aſide the Military, and afſumed the Eccleſiaſtical Habit. He 
was made uſe of as an Agent by the French Court in con- 
cluding the Peace of Caſal, which he performed at the Ha- 
zard of his Life, when Armies were in the Field, in 
r 
This recommended him to Cardinal Richelieu, who took 
him intirely into his Confidence, procured him a Hat from 
Rome at the Recommendation of his Maſter, and left him 
much in bis good Graces at the Time of his Deceaſe. Ma- 
zar in had a fine Perſon, an eaſy and infinuating Addreſs, was 
poſſeſſed of all the genteel Accompliſhments, had an Air of 
Courteſy and Kindneſs, ſpoke ſenſibly of Affairs of Impor- 
tance, agreeably and pleaſantly on all other Topicks. In 
ſhort he was an able Stateſman and a finiſhed Courtier ; but 
as for Religion, Virtue, Honour, Probity, or Regard for the 
People, they were (to ſpeak without Envy or Prejudice) 
Things out of his Way; he neither pretended to them him- 
ſelf; nor was he ſuſpected of them by others. 

The Affairs of France, were in a very flouriſhing Condition 
at the Time the Queen entered upon her Regency ; and her 
Majeſty thought fit to continue the War with great Vigour 
for many Reaſons, particularly for theſe two; "firſt, that ſhe 
might ſatisfy the Princes of the Blood, and other great Perſons 
is the Kingdom; by deflowing pon them the .Commanl of 
OT Armies; 
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Armies; the other, that ſhe might keep the Dutch, the 
German. Princes, and the Stuedes cloſely united to France, 
and thereby find: the Enemies of that Crown ſoa much Em- 
ployment in defending themſelves, that they ſhould neither 
have Temptation nor Opportunity to enter into any Intrigueg 
' with the Malecontents in France:. F. 8 

Her Vie us met with Succeſs, the Duke de 4nguizn, Son to 
the Prince of Cena, and who afterwards bore himſelf that 
Title, gained a great Victory over the Spaniards, May 18, 
1643, in the Plains of Racrey, where there were eight thou- 
ſand killed and ſeven thouſand taken Priſoners; and ſoon af- 
ter he made himſelf Maſter of Yianville. The Duke of 
Orleans likewiſe took Gravelinet by the Aſſiſtance of the 
Dutch Fleet. The Count du Pleſſit. Pralin puſhed on the 
War in ah, and the Duke de Breze defeated the Sni] 
Fleet at Sea; but had the Misfortune to loſe his Head by a 
Cannon- hot. In Germany, though the Congreſs was then 
ſitting at Mumſter, the War was carried on with great Vi- 
gour, but with various Sueceſs; and at Home the Cardinal N 
thought fit fo rembve the Chancellor of France, and Mr. ; 
- Chavieny Secretary of State, from the Functions of their 
Office, and excluded them from Council, 1 
The Viſcount Turenne having been beat in Germany; the 
Duke de Anguien was ſent to his Aſſiſtance, and had great 
Succeſs. Tr ſon at the Head of the Swedes having defeat - 
ed the Imperialiſis in Bobemia, ſtruck exceſſive Terror into 
that Part of Germany, to increaſe which the Duke d 4nguien 
advanced into Stmabia, and on the third of Auguſ 1645, de- 
feated Count Mercy near Norlingen, where that General, 
with near three thouſand of his Men, loſt their Lives. The 
Duke then carried” his Army into Flanders, where he took 
ſome, and recovered. many other Places; but Things going 
very indifferently on che Side of Spain, the Duke was ſent in⸗ 
to Catalonia with the Title of Viceroy; but from various 
Accidents he had not the ſame good Fortune there, which 
perhaps did not much diſpleaſe the Court. | 015.4 HAS 
In the Year 1647 the City of Naples revolted, and the 
Duke of Guiſe went thither to put himſelf at the Head of the 
Rebels; but in this the Court of France, as uſual,” acted a 
very double Part, that is to ſay, they ſecretly encouraged the 
Duke in his Enterprize, and openly diſavowed it; which 
however was very lucky for him, ſince the Rebels being de- 
feated in the ſucceeding: Year, and himſelf made Priſoner, he 
faved his Life by pretending io be an Enemy to France, * 
| 7) 4642-09 MET A 2194 1.2 
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fn the Beginning of 1648, the States General of the Uni- 
ted Provinces concluded at MAunſter a Peace with Spain, by 
which that Crown acknowledged them for an Independent 
Republick, with which the Court of France was very far 
from being pleaſed, 00 | | 
The Viſcount Turenns, aſſiſted by the Swediſh General 
. Hrangel, defeated the Imperiali/ts at Sommerhauſen on the ſe- 
venteenth of May 1648, after which they pillaged all Bava- 
ria. The Arch-duke Leopold had conſiderable Succeſs with 
the Imperial Troops in the Low Countries, where he made 
himſelf Maſter of Lens and other Places; but the Prince cf 
Cand# (formerly. Duke de Anguien) put a Stop to his Con- 
queſts, by defeating his Army near the Place laſt mentioned, 
on the 20th of Auguſt 1648; where the Impertalifts loſt ſe- 
ven thouſand Men, thirty-eight Pieces of Cannon, and up- 
wards of an hundred Standards and Colours. | 
On the twenty-fourth of Oober the ſame Year, the Trea- 
ties of Mieſiphalia were concluded, which have been ſo often 
mentioned, and by which France gained the Sovereignty of 
| Metz, Toul, and Verdun, of which ſhe had been long in 
Poſſeſſion, tho' by no better Title than that of Force. A. 
_ face was likewiſe yielded to her by this Treaty, to the laſt- 
ing Prejudice of the Empire; which gave up alſo the impor- 
tant Places of Briſac and Philipsbourg ; ſo that the French 
were extremely well paid for any Aſſiſtance they had given to 
the Princes and States of Germany, in recovering their Liber- 
ties and ſecuring their Conſtitution, +. | 
Thus the War ended on this Side as much to their Advan- 
tage as or could wiſh, and much more than they could 
with any Reaſon expect; ſince the Civil Difſentions were 
again broke out in France with more Heat and Fury than bad 
ever happened in the laſt Reign, as we ſhall preſently ſee ; 
but the War with Spain till continued, tho' for that Reaſon 
on the Side of France, with very indifferent Succeſs. 
The Queen- Mother had hitherto conducted her Regency 
with Eaſe to herſelf, and Reputation to the Crown. But in 
1648 a Party was formed againſt the Cardinal, in which the 
Parliament of Paris joined with the Prince of Conti, and the 
Princes of the Houſe of Lerrain, and carried Things to 3 
very great Height; ſo. high indeed. that the Royal Authority, 
which had been extended beyond all Bounds, was of a ſudden 
ſtrangely curtail'd ; and the Parliament aſſiſted by the Princes, 
an to take upon them the Supreme Authority. * 
f this had ariſen. from a real Spirit of Patriotiſm, or bad 
been conducted by Men who meant well to their Country, 
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might have been highly advantageous to the Nation; but as 


the Pretenders to Patriotiſm were Men as ambitious of Power 
as the Courtiers; and only took this Method to gain it, the 
Effects of their Proceedings were ſo far from being beneficial 
in any Degree to the People, that on the contrary, they 
turned more to their Prejudice than the very worſt Deſigns of 
the Court. | | 

The Queen, who was a Princeſs of great Spirit, and who 
well remembered how Richelieu had ſupported his Authority, 
was inclin'd to follow his Steps; but his Succeſſor Mazarin 
was of a milder Diſpoſition, and knowing that his Adherents 
wiſhed him no better in their Hearts than the moſt violent cf 
his Enemies, uſed, or affected ſuch Moderation in his Con- 


duct, as raiſed him many real Friends. | 
It was by his Advice that the King ſent a Declaration to the 
Parliament, which was verified by them, to abate Ten Mil- 


lions in their Annual Taxes, two Millions in the Exciſes of 


Paris, and to eſtabliſh the ordinary Courſe of Juſtice, ſo that 
no Man could be impriſoned or proſecuted, but by due Courſe 
of Law. If the Parliament had been contented with this, 
and had taken fair and legal Steps for eſtabliſhing the Go- 
vernment on a juſt Foundation, Things might trave gone 
well; but they were ſo exalted with their Succeſs, and pre- 
ſumed ſo much on the Timidity of the Cardinal Miniſter, 
that in the Month of Fanuary following, the People made an 
Inſurrection in Paris, and obliged the King, the Queen his 
Mother, and all the Royal _— to retire with great Pre- 


Cipitation to St. Germains 3 two 


ment 


ys afterwards the Parlia- 
declared the Cardinal an Enemy to the State, and a 


Diſturber of the Publick Peace; at the ſame Time that they 
endeavoured to raiſe an Army to ſupport their Proceedings. 

The Queen upon this recalled the Prince of: Conde with 
his Army, which blocked up the City, and ſome Skirmifhes 
happened wherein there was conſiderable Effuſion of Blood. 


In about ſix Weeks Time however, a temporary Pacification 


enſued ; the Prince of Conti, and the Duke of Longueville, 
and the other Grandees, had Places gives them; a general 


Pardon was publiſhed,” and the Cardinal thereby for that ; 
Time bought his Peace. | | 


At Bottom however, the ſame Jealouſies remained, or ra- 
ther were increaſed ; for the Parliament hated the Prince of 
Cond*for having aſſiſted the Queen, and deſpiſed. the other 
Princes for deſerting them. The Cardinal knowing this, and 


wy 


ſenſible that his Authority could never be ſecure while 


the Princes of the Blood — at Court, took this Op- 
2 - ; 2 


portunity 
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portunity, and in the Beginning of the Year 1650, ſeized 
and impriſoned the Princes of Condé, and Conti, and the 
Duke of Longueville 3 a Meaſure fo far from being diſliked 
at Paris, that as ſoon as they heard of it the People made 
Bonfires in the Streets. Tt 
But long before the End of the Year Things came about 
again; the Nation in general ſhewed great Concern for the 
impriſoned Princes; the Viſcount Turenne, with a Body of 
four Thouſand Horſe, attempted to have ſet them at Liberty, 
but fail'd ; upon which the Duke of Orleans, the King's 
Uncle, put himſelf at the Head of the diſcontented Party, 
who were diſtinguiſhed by the Name of the Frondeurs, 
which ſignifies literally the Slingers, and like moſt Party Ap- 
pellations, ſerved only to increaſe the publick Confuſion, 
which was already but too great. nc 
The Cardinal finding the Torrent turn'd, and running vio- 
lently againſt him, ſo that he could not avoid quitting the 
Kingdom, reſolved to take a bold Step before his || 090 La ; 
and accordingly went in Perſon to Havre, where the Princes 
were confin'd, and having ſet them at Liberty, ſet out im- 
mediately for Liege. The People of Paris were no ſooner 
informed that the Princes were free, than they lighted Bon- 
fires in the Streets, with as much real Zeal and Sincerity of 
Heart as they had done on the News of their Confinement, 
This Tranſaction happened in February 1651, and during 
that whole Year Things went ſtrongly againſt the Cardinal, 
in ſo much that the King was forced to publiſh a Declaration 
excluding all Strangers from his Council, and even all French 
Cardinals, as too much addicted to the Pope. But this was 
ſo far from giving Satisfaction, that the Prince of Conde, in 
ConjunRion with the Duke of Orleans and other Princes of 
the Blood, proceeded to raiſe an Army, and to enter into ſe- 
cret Engagements with Spain. The Court upon this ſeeing 
no Hopes of an Accomodation, and having more Need than 
ever of the Cardinal's Advice, reſolved to recal him, of 
which the Parliament being informed, in the Month of De- 
cember following ſet a Price upon his Head; tho' in doing 
this they only ſhewed how high on both Sides it was valued. 
In the Beginning of the ſucceeding. Year 1652, the Car- 
dinal returned under an Eſcort of fix thouſand Men, com- 
manded by the Marquis de Hocguincourt, who for this great 
Service was made Marſhal of France. A new Civil Wat 
was now opened, and the King, tho' of Age to govern by 
himſelf, ſaw his Capital and ſeveral other of the chief Cities 
in his Kingdom declare againſt-him ; the Prince of Cond? — 
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alſo an Advaiitage over the new Marſhal, and if it had not 
been for the Prudence of the Viſcount Turenne, now recon - 
ciled to the Court, had entirely defeated the King's Troops.” 

Oa the ſecond of July another Battle was fought, when 
the Malecontents in their Turn had been totally routed, if 
the Daughter of the Duke of Orleans had not cauſed the 
Cannon of the Baſile to be fired upon the King's Troops, 
and received the Army of the Prince of Cond into the City of 
Paris. The King upon this removed the Parliament of Pa- 
ris to Pantoiſe, and in Augu/t Cardinal Mazarin was again ſo 

diſtreſſed that he retired a ſecond Time out of the Kingdom. 

Things howeyer took another Turn towards the latter 

End of the Year. The Prince of Cond? and the Duke of 

Orleans quitted Paris:; the King went thither, the Parlia- 

ment ſubmitted entirely, and in February 1655, the Cardi- 
nal returned in Triumph; the King and his Brother went two 
Leagues out of Town to meet bim, the Magiſtrates went in 
a Body to compliment him, and the People by their. Bonfires 
expreſs'd their Joy for his Return. The Prince of Conti 
ſoon after married. the Cardinal's Niece, . and moſt of the 
Places that were held for his Brother the Prince of Conde, 
ſurrendered 'to the King. int 
On the ee ech of April 1654, his Majeſty in Parlia- 
ment declared that Prince a Rebel, and deprived him of all his 
Employments. On the ſeventh of ane following, the King 
was crown'd at Rheims, and at the fame Time todk a ſolemn 
Oath never to pardon Duels. , The War continued all this 
Time with Spain, and the laſt-mentioned Crown gained ſeve- 
ral Advantages, and had gained more if Cromuel}, who then 
held the ſupreme Power in England, had not, contrary to all 
the Rules of Policy as well as Juſtice, affiſted the French 
both by Land and Sea, ſo much to the Prejudice of the Bal- 
lance of Power in Europe, that the Effects of his ill Conduct 
in this Particular are very ſeverely felt to this Day, xp 

The Spaniards finding themſelves in no Capacity of main- 
taining a War pail France and England at the ſame Time, 
willingly liſtened” to Propoſitions of Peace, which was con- 
cluded on the ſeventh of November 1659, and is that which is 
ſtiled the Peace of the Pyrenees ; and on the ninth of June 
1660, Lewis the XIV th eſpouſed. the Infanta Marie There- 
ſa; ; in Conſequence of which the Prince of Cond? obtained 
his Pardon, the Duke of Lorram was reſtor d to his Dominions, 
and France had a fait Proſpect of Quiet at Home and Abroad. 

"The Duke of Orleant, Uncle to the King, died about 
this Time, as the Cardinal did on the ninth of Marth 1661, 

| 28 "hoo 
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leaving behind a prodigious Fortune to his Family, with this | 
Advice to the King, that he ſhould never truſi any Miniſter 
with the like Power, It is certain he purſued ſteadily, though 
in a very different Manner, the Scheme of his Predeceſſor, 
but did it notwithſtanding with the ſame Sueceſs. His Geni- 
us was exactly ſuited to the Times and the Circumſtances of 
his Miniſtry. With this Diſpoſition Rechelieu had quickly 
been undone ; and with Richelieu's Temper Mazarin would 
have certainly ruined him(cli, and perhaps the Court alſo, 
Thus ended this Period. | Hen 


. 


The King was now in the twenty-third Year of his Age ; 
and though he had not diſcovered in his Youth, either a 
ſtrong Tnclination or great Capacity for Learning, yet his 
Education had neither been_negleRted, \ as ſome have written, 
nor, as others have ſuggeſted, was the Care taken ih this Re- 
ſpect thrown away upon the King, whoſe Parts, if they were 
not quick, were however ſolid, and , whoſe Want of ſome 
little Scholaſtic ' Accompliſhments was abundantly ſupplied 
by the Evenneſs of his Temper, and the Strength of his 

ud ment. Dy PETIT Re N 

The Card inalobſerving the Weakneſs of hisConſtitution while 
a Child, was more ret, [of his Health, than of his Studies; 
and as that grew more coufirmed, be cauſed him to be taught 
his Exerciſes, which he performed very gracefully, as he had 
a very fine Perſon. As he grew up, the Cardinal took Care 
to inſttuct him by his Converſation, to make him well ac- 


8 with the Affairs of his Kingdom, and with the true 


haracter of all the conſiderable Perſons in it ; of which his 
Majeſty was very capable, had naturally a. Turn to Buſineſs, 
aud could apply welt to it with Diligence, and tranſact it 
with all- the Dignity becoming his Rank. He had a great 
Deference, for that Miaiſter, and the more ſo perhaps, be- 
3 he inſpired him with a Diffidence for. every body 

Before the Death of the Cardinal, bis Majeſty was not ſo 
much conſidered as he ought to have been, Ihe old Cour- 
tiers addicted. themſelves to that Miniſter, and to, the Queen- 
Mother ; the younger, ones, apply'd themſelves, to the Sur 
Intendant of the Finances, Mr. Fauguer, a Man of lively as 
well as great Abilities z and who flattered himſelf wich the 
Hopes, of. ſucceeding . the Cardinal, though he had declared 
himſelf pretty openly againſt, bim, and had engaged in ſome 
Intrigues that were afterwards fatal to him. | | 
Ie King began bis Adminiſtration with removing that 
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Miniſter 3 and be did it with ſonie Circumſtances that were 
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only excuſable in 4. young Man, that is to ſay, he careſſed 


him exceedingly to render him ſecure, . and went in Perſon to 


Nantes at the Time he was arreſted, as if that had been an 


Affair of Importance or Difficulty. + The Queen-Mother . 
was drawn to conſent to this by a Lady who was much in her 


Fayour ; but ſhe very ſoon repented it, for the King allow- 
ed her little or no Share in the Management of Afﬀairs'af- 
terwards, tho' he treated her always with much Decency 
and ReſpeR. | | 


Mr, Colbert, who. was of Scots ExttaQion, and A Creature. 


of the late Cardinal's, ſucceeded him in the Adminiſtration of 
the Finances, with the Title of Comptroller-General, the 
Poſt of Sur- Intendant being ſuppreſſed. - This Man had great 
Parts, and a moſt extenſive Genius; he perfectly underſtood the 
King's Humour, and | flattered. it; he put him upon making 
himſelf abſolute in the utmoſt - Senſe of the Word; by his 
Advice he took from the Parliament of Paris all Power, but 
that of regiſtering his Edits, againſt which they were for 
ſome Time allowed the Liberty of remonſtrating 2 
were regiſtered; but of this they were by Degrees deprived- 
Thee, and ſome other Steps of a like Tendency, were 
taken at a Time of all others the moſt fayourable that cauld 
be wiſhed for the King's Purpoſe; there were few of the great 
Lords in France that retained any thing of their former Power; 
the Prince of Candi was but juſt pardoned, and had Reaſon to 
avoid reviving the Memory of paſt Offences ; the King's 
Brother, now Duke of Orleans, who had married the Princeſs 
Henrietta of Great Britain, was young, and much addicted 
to his Pleaſures, ſo that there Was no body left to oppoſe the 
Deſigns of the Court; and they were carried ſo luckily, that 
the oppoſing them became very ſoon totally impracticable. 
The three Miniſters then at the Head of Affairs were le 
Tellier, Colbert, and de Lionne, who bad Addreſs enough, 
while they governed all Things, to perſuade their Maſter that 
they were barely his Creatures, and that they did nothing 
but in purſuance of his Directions. It muſt be confeſſed, that 
they had nothing at Heart but the complete Execution of the 
Plan of the two Cardinals, which conſiſted.in. making their 


"I. 


Countrymen Slaves, and extending the Power, or at leaſt the 
Influence of their Maſter over all Chriſtendam. 


- 


The King bought of Charles II. King of Great Britain the 
Port of Dunkirþ, which the Cardinal had been forced to de- 
liver up to Cromwell, the Importance of which was not well 
known, or at leaſt conſidered by the Zxg/jþ Court. This 
did not hindgr Lewis XIV. from taking part with the Dutch 

51011 4 in 


ACS 


# 


[264 ] „ | 
in the War they were engaged in againſt England; and he 
did it with a View of weakening the Maritime Powers, have 

ing at that Time formed Deſigns againſt them both; and in 
this he was but too ſucceſsful ; for while they were ruining 
each other's Fleets, he was raiſing and increaſing his, which 
became quickly more conſiderable than it had ever been under 
any of his Predeceſtors, . Of, 79, $12.8 22 
In the Spring of the Year 1667, while this War continu- 
ed, he fell very unexpectedly, as well as (the World thought) 
very unjuſtly, upon the Spani/h Low- Countries, under Pre. 
tence of maintaining the Rights of the Queen, and took 2 
great many ſtrong Towns in a very ſhort Space of Time, 
This effectually opened the Eyes of the Engliſh and Dutch, 
who very ſoon compromiſed their Differences by the Treaty 
| of Breda, and quickly after concluded the famous Triple Al- 
RW. hance (the Crown of Sweden making the third Power) with 
' | a View of ſetting Bounds to Fran e. 
Tnis was indeed the wiſeſt and moſt effectual Step that was 
ever taken for that Purpoſe, in as much as the Allies declared 
roundly to the French Court, that they were reſolved to take 
Part in- the War againſt her, if it was not ſpeedily concluded 
by a fair and equal Peace, This well-timed and well-con- 
certed Declaration predueed the Treaty of Aix- la- Chapel, 
which was concluded the zd of May 1668, by which France 
gies up the Franche Comte which ſhe had conquered, but ſhe 
ept ſome large Diſtricts in the Low- Countries, and ſeveral 
Cities and Towas of great Importance; ſuch as Namur, 
Charleroy, Aetb, Doway, Tournay, Liſle, and many others. 
But not long after the Concluſion of the Treaty, this Prince 
found Means to diſſolve the Triple Alliance, and to engage 
the Engliſßb Court in 'a: Deſign of entitely deſtroying the 
Ditch; which was brought about, by his ſending over the 
Ducheſs of Orleans, who perſuaded her Brother King Charli 
the Second into'it, and who at her Return to France, was 
ing ich, the Deſign was till carried on by the two Crowns 


againſt the States.” il | 
It broke out in the Spring of 1672, and in the Month of 
May; the King paſſed the Macſe at the Head of one hundred 

| thouſand Men, and puſhed the Duteb within a Hair's Breadth 
1 of Deſtruction by Land, while the Euęliſd with the fame 
BH unrelenting Fury: attacked them by Sea. The generality of 
| Hiſtorians very falſly aſcribe the Misfortune of that Repub- 
| Vick tc the ill Conduct of their famous Penfionary Jobn d MV iti, 
becauſe he had formerly drawn the -States into a cloſe Con- 
* | | junction 
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junction with France; but in that he did no more than the 
Circumſtances of the Times obliged him to; and if his Ma- 
ſters had been adviſed by him, and begun the War firſt, by 
burning the vaſt Magazines which the French King had raiſed 
at Nuys and other Places, in the Territories of German 
Princes, which it was in their Power to have done, all the 
Diſaſters that afterwards happen'd had been prevented, and 
they had gain'd Time enough to have provided for their own 
Defence. As it was, the Misfortunes of his Country proved 
fatal to that great Miniſter, who was barbarouſly torn, or at 
leaft murdered and cut to Pieces by the Mob. Dur 

The French King puſhed on his Conqueſts as far as Utrecht, 
in which City he fixed his head Quarters ; but the Prince of 
Orange, who was then very young, being put at the Head'of 
the is of the States, defended their Dominions ſo well, 
that their Allies had Time to come to their Relief, and the 
Parliament of England forced the King to make Peace with 
them, which ſoon altered the Face of Affairs. 


But as the Emperor and Spain had declared in Favour of 


the Dutch, the War was carried into their Territories, and 
a great many Places of Conſequence were taken, ſeveral 
Battles fought ; and the War had laſted longer, if the Par- 
liament of England had not obliged the K to think in 
Earneſt of aſſiſting the Dutch; this induced France to in- 
cline to Peace, which was negotiated at Nimeguen under the 
Mediation of England; but the French and Dutch Capping 
up a ſeparate Treaty on the 1oth of Auguſt 1678, the Mi- 
niſters of the mediating Power refuſed to ſign it. * 
The Prince of Orange alſo being diſpleaſed with this haſty 
Proceeding, fought the Battle of Mons, in hopes of fruſtrating 
the Peace, or of diſſolving it in caſe it was ſigned ; but the 
French were too wiſe for that, and ſo the Allies of the Dutth 
were forced to come in upon ſuch Terms as they had ſti 
lated, which were none of the beſt; for the Town and Ter- 
ritory of Tres, the Town and Diſtrict of Menin, the Towns 


and Dependences of St. Omer, Aire, Cambray, &c. Dinant 


in the Biſhoprick of Liege, and the whole Franche Comte, 
were given up to France, as were alſo the Town and Citadel 
of Frikgurg, and in effect the whole Duchy of Lorrain. 
Thus we are come to an End of the ſecond Period; in 
which the Reader will perceive, that the Power of France 
was prodigiouſly augmented, and thereby the Terror of its 
Neighbours juſtly increaſed, all which was chiefly owing to 
that arbitrary Government which Lewis" XIV. had intro- 
duced : From whence it appeats, that Tyranny is ſcarce a 
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greater Misfortune to the State in which it prevails, than ta 
its Neighbours, off ccontequent'y a Tyrant is not only an 
Enemy to his o Subjects, but alſo. to Mankind in general, 
We need not therefore wonder, that henceforward the French 
King was generally diſtinguiſhed by the Name of the Con- 

mon Enemy, ſince it is plain he.merited that Appellation. 
The Character of Mr Cobert, fo far as was neceſſary in 
a Work of this Kind, has been already given, but it is requi- 
ſite for us now to ſpeak of that of his Rival Mr. ds Louvnis, 
The former had given the King that Turn which proved de- 
ſtructive of the French Liberty, and this perhaps chiefly.to 
hous his own Power; for he eaſily foreſaw, that if the 
rinces of the Blood and the great Nobility came to have 
any Share in the Government, it would, be very difficult, if 
not impoſlible,, for 825 to preſerye himſelf ; and thus the In. 
tereſts of a whale. ation were {acrihged to thoſe of a. fing 


mW! tem of Sid os boon! e nag 
The latter haweyer went far beyond him; he was Secre- 
of State and at, War, and-had great Abilities. in his Of. 
fice ; but as thoſe Abilities were of no Uſe in Time of Peace, 
he determined that during his Life there ſhould be no ſuch WW 
Thing; and he bad ſo much Power over bis Maſter, that be Wi 
carried his Point. And thus the Quiet of all Europe gave i 
May to ave Man's Convenience, 
Ide Method he took was very extraordinary. Under Pre- 
tence of ſettling the Limits of thoſe Countries, Which by the Wl 
Freaty of Nimeguen were to be divided between, the King 
of France and Spain, the former Jaid Claim to whole Pro- 
vinces, and tore away no fewer than forty Villages from the 
latter at once. Soon after Chambets of Re-union, as they Wl 
were called, were ſet up at Metz and Briſac, and vaſt Coun- Wl 
tries were taken from their legal Owners, under Pretengc 
that they were dependent upon Places yielded to France by 
the; Treaties of dunfter.and Nimeguen. 
As theſe outrageous Proceedings, of 


88, of which every honeſt 
Man in France was aſhamed, were carried on with Succeß; 
the French boldly ſeixed Strasbourgb, and blocked up Luxen- 
Lourg, which they afterwards beſieged and took, without any 
Declaration of War, as well as without any Colour of Right. 
The Prince of Orange indeed would haye ſtirred to prevent 
this, but the States were afraid; and the Emperor and Em- 
pire were. at that Time incapable of reſiſting this barefaced 
Injuſtice. Spain was in as low a Condition; and as for Engr 
Land, it was gt that Time torn, by Factions, and the Court 
ſo cloſely united to that of France, that no Good coplY be 1 


hected from it. | 


* * 
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At the fame Time that Louwiis ſacrificed the-Peace of E 
rope to his own Intereſt and his Maſter's Ambition, he from - 
che ſame Principle, and to gratify the King's Paſſion for Build- 
ing, promoted ſuch Expences, as made Taxes as heavy in 
Time of Peace as of War. The Palace of Clagni was built 
to. gratify Madame de Manteſpan, . Marly for the Pleaſure 
of Madame de Maintengn ; but theſe were Trifles in Com- 
pariſon to the Palace built to pleaſe the King himſelf, Who 
delighted in rendering Deſarts beautiful, and in paring Abun- 
dance of Fountains in a Place to which Nature had denied 
W ater. | | F 
In ſhort, inſtead of the Dignity and Magnificence of an 
European Prince, Lewis XIV. affected the Pomp, the Luxu- 
ry, the devouring Profuſion of an Aſiatict Monarch; and 
his Grand Vizir Louueit took care to accommodate him in 
ſuch Manner, that the Expence of his Palace and his Hou- 
ſhold, with the Troops conſtantly about him, were alone ſuf- 
ficient to impoveriſh his Kingdom, And thus to render him- 
ſelf ſomewhat more than a King, he degraded bis Subjects 
into downright Slaves: Such was the heated Eclat of Lewis 
the GREAT, and ſuch the real Merits of his iniſfer / 
But perhaps the worſt js yet to come. We have ſhewn, 
that the Conſtable Luynes projected the Fall of the Prote- 
ſtants, which was proſecuted by Richelieu, as bis Scheme was 
followed by Maxarin; but Lonvois out : did them all ; for he 
projected and executed the deteſtable Deſign of their Extir- 
pation, which was begun b Dragooning them into Apoſta- 
ey, and compleated by the 13 of the Edict of Nanix, 
on the 22d of October 1684, the moſt open and ſcandalous 
Breach of Faith that was ever committed. ms 
As unjuſt and inhuman as this Action was, . conſidered in 
the Light of a religious Perſecution, it fell every way ſhort 
of the Imprudence thereof, when conſidered in the Light of 
an Act of State, and therefore did equal Injury to its Authors 
in their Characters, as Men of Rank and Confdecarion in 
the Court of the moſt Chriſtian King, and as Politicians of 
great Penetration, and Miniſters of long Experience ; for by 
theſe Means there were eight hundred thouſand Perſous driven 
out of the Kingdom, and forced to take Shelter in ſoreig 1 
Countries, which, tho? in itſelf a prodigious Weakenin 
the State, yet was much more ſo, from the Temper and Em- 
ployments of the Perſons thus expelled, who were, for the 
moſt Part, Merchants, Manufacturers, or Officers of a mid- 
dle Rank in the Land and Sea Service; and, in a Word, the 
moſt induſtrious and uſeful People in the Kingdom, © 
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We need not therefore wonder, that henceforward the French 
King was generally diſtinguiſhed by the Name of the Com- 
The Character of Mr Cobert, fo far as was neceſſary in 
a Work of this Kind, has been already given, but it is requi 
ſite for us now / to ſpeak of that of his Rival Mr. ds Lauvois. 
The ſormer had given the King that Turn which proved de- 
ſtructive of the French Liberty, and this perhaps chiefly to 
re his own Power; for he eafily ſoreſaw, that if the 

- al of the Blood and the great Nobility came to have 
any Share in the Government, it would, be very difficult, if 
%%% to preſerve bimielf ; and thus te fa 
tergfts of a whale. Nation were {acrifiged to thoſe of a. ſingle 
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The latter u far beyond bim; he was Secre- 
of State and at. War, and-had great Abilities in his Of- 
fice ; but as thoſe Abilities were of no Uſe in Time of Peace, 
he determined that during his Liſe there ſhould be no ſuch 
Thing 3 and he had ſa much Power over his Maſter, that he 
carried his Point. And thus the Duet of all Europe gave 
Way to ave Man's Convenience, 
The Method he took was very extraordinary. Under Pre- 
tence of ſettling the Limits of thoſe Countries, which. by the 
Treaty of Nimeguen were to be divided between, the Kings 
of France and Spain, the former laid Claim ta whole Pro- 
vinces, and tore away no fewer than forty Villages from the 


latter at once. Soon after Chambers of Re- union, as they 


were called, were ſet up at Meta and Briſac, and vaſt Coun- 
tries were taken from their TegaF Owners, under Pietenee 
t they were dependent upon Places yielded to France by 
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s theſe outrageous Proceedings, of which every honeſt 
Man in France was. aſhamed, were carried on with Succeſs ; 
the French boldly ſeized Strasbourgh, and blocked up Luxem- 
Bourg, which they aſterwards beſieged and took, without any 
Declaration of War, as well as without any Colour of Right. 
The Prince of Orange indeed would, haye ſtirred to prevent 
this, but the States Were afraid; and the Emperor and Em- 
-pire were at that Time incapable of reſiſting this barefaced 
Injuſtice. Spain was in as low 4 Condition; and as for Eng- 
Jand; it was at that Time torn, by F actions, and the Court 
e pied io that of Frangy, that n Good cu de . 
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At the fame Time that Louwzis ſacrificed the Peaee of Eu» 7 
rope to his OWN Intereſt and his Maſter's Ambition, he from 
the ſame Principle, and to gratify the King's Paſſion for Build- 
ing, promoted ſuch Expences, as made Taxes as heavy in 
Time of Peace as of War, The Palace of Clagni was built 
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| 
to. gratify Madame de Monteſpan, . Marly for the Pleaſure * 1 
of Madame de Maintengn ; but theſe were Trifles in Com- ” 
pariſon to the Palace built to pleaſe the King himſelf, Who | 


delighted in rendering Deſarts beautiful, and in having Abun- 
dance of Fountains in a Place to which Nature had denied 
Water. | | Fay Kenn?! 
In ſhort, inſtead of the Dignity and Magnificence of an 
European Prince, Lewis XIV. affected the Pomp, the Luxu- | 
„the devouring Profuſion of an Aſiatict Monarch; and 
bis Grand Vizir Leuueis took care to accommodate him in 
ſuch Manner, that the Expence of his Palace and his Hou- 
ſhold, with the Troops conſtantly about him, were alone ſuf- 
ficient to impoveriſh his Kingdom, And thus to tender him- 
ſelf ſomewhat more than a King, he degraded his Subjects 
into downright Slaves: Such was the boaſted Eclat of LE wis | 
the GREAT, and ſuch the real Merits of his Miner“! 
But perhaps the worſt js yet to come. We have ſhewn, 
that the Conſtable Luynes projected the Fall of the Prote - 
ſtants, which was proſecuted by Richelieu, as bis Scheme was 
followed by Maxarin; but Lonvois out- did them all ; for be 
projected and executed the deteſtable Deſign of their Extir- 
pation, which was begun by Dragooning them into Apoſta- 
cy, and compleated by the \ "ae, 376 of the Edict of Naniz, 
on the 22d of Ofober 1684, the moſt open and ſcandalous 
Breach of Faith that was ever committee. | 
As unjuſt and inhuman as this Action was, . conſidered in 
the Light of a religious Perſecution, it fell every way ſhort 
of the Imprudence thereof, when conſidered in the Light of 
an Act of State, and therefore did equal Injury to its Authors 
in their Characters, as Men of Rank and Conſideration in 
the Court of the moſt, Chriſtian King, and as Foliticians of 
great Penetration, and Miniſters of long Experience 3 for by 
theſe Means there were eight hundred thouſand Perſous driven 
out of the Kingdom, and forced to take Shelter in foreigt 
Countries, which, tho in itſelf a prodigious Weakening te 
the State, yet was. much more ſo, from the Temper and Fins 
ployments of the Perſons thus expelled, who were, for t 
moſt Part, Merchants, Manufacturers, or Officers of a mid- 
dle Rank in the Land and Sea Service; and, in a Word, the 
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We may eaſily conceive from hence, that the Trade and 
Manufactures of France ſuffered extremely ; and we ſhall 
have a cleater Notion of the Miſchiefs lowing from this im- 
politigk Step, when we are told that theſe People carried out 
of the Kingdom, one hundred Millions of French Livres, 
or five Millions Sterling in ready Money, Plate and Jewels, 
Yet groſs and apparent as this Error was, ſuch was the Mean- 
neſs and Servility of the French' Nation, that the King was 

- complimented upon it, as on the moſt glorious Action of his 
Rei =— ' 9 302 . 

The Miniſters however who contributed to exalt the King, 

in Point of abſolute Authority, ſo much above his Predeceſ- 
ſors, were far from enjoying, without Diſquiet, the Power 
they exerciſed, and the Wealth they had amaſſed. Colbert, 
the ableſt, and, to do him Juſtice, the beſt of them, was ſo 
much chagtined at ſome ill Ufage he met with from his Ma · 
fer, that it broke his Heart; and when a Lettet from the 
King, written in a Fit of ill-timed Tenderneſs, was brought 
him in his 1af Moments, he refuſed to read it. 
By bis Death Lonvois expected to become entirely Maſter 
of the Court, but he was miſtaken ; for Madame de Main- 
tenon, who from the Widow of the Poet Scarron, and the 
Servant of Madame de Monte pan, was become the Miſtreſs, 
and by a private Marriage the Wife of the King, hated him, 
and herelbed”"brou ht into Buſineſs the Marquiſs de Seigne- 
lair, the Son of Colbert, a young Man of no gteat Abilities, 
proud, yain, and debauched, who had the Title of Secretary 
of State, and the Affairs of the Houſhold and the Marine 
committed to his Charge, (hr tr Say fo 

He had Wit _ to ſee that his Competitor made him- 
ſelf neceffary to his Maſter, by imbroiling him with his Neigh- 
bours, and gratifying his Paffion for Building; he therefore 

- reſolved to take the fame Courſe, and employ'd immenſe 
ms td render France a Maritime Power; and that this 
might. more clearly be ' demonſtrated to all Europe, he en- 
gaged the King to pick a Quarrel with the State of Genoa, 
which gave this Miniſter an Opportunity of going in Perſon 
Bom a Fleet, which threw into that fine City ten thouſand 


ombs, and obliged the Republick to ſend her Doge to aſk 
ardon at £25 of the proud Monarch, that conceived 
himſelf injured. By this Step the young Miniſter raiſed his 
Credit conſiderably, which ſo t6rmented Loudboit, that it i 
believed he afterwards cauſed him to be poiſoned, «tho? he did” 
5 not enjoy above a Year the Satisfaction of ſeeing bimſelf 
a without 4 Rival. * CRE F Hi: enen Tha 
KN 1 
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There never.was-a Man of a more fierce and brutal Beha- 


viour, or one whoſe perſonal Qualities did more Miſchief to a 


State, His Pride induced him to treat with equal Inſolence 
the Princes of the Blood at Home, and Sovereign Princes 
Abroad, even thoſe who were neareſt allied to the Crown'of 
France. erat. l 5 

He kept the Dauphin at a Diſtance from the Court, and 
in a State of Subjection ſcarce to be believed 3 he took a Pleas 
ſure in perſecuting the Prince of Conde, the Prince of Conti, 
the Duke of Yendoſme, and his Brother the Grand Prior; he 
took Advantage of his own Crimes to eret a Chamber of 
Poiſons, or a particular Court of Juſtice to enquire after all 
who were ſuſpected of ſuch Practices; by which he drove 
ſeveral great Perſons from Court, and ſent the Duke of Lux- 
embearg, a Man of the greateſt Quality in France, and one 
of her ableſt Generals, to the Baſlile. é 

He diſobliged the Elector of Bavaria to ſuch a Degree, that 
he became an Enemy to his Maſter, notwithſtanding tho 
Dauphin had married his Siſter. His Haughtineſs to the Duke 
of Savoy had the ſame Effect. He perſuaded the King to treat 
the Court of Rome with the utmoſt Indignity. By refufing 
a Troop of Horſe to Prince Eugene, he forced into the Ser- 
vice of the Enemies of France ene of the greateſt Captains 
of his Age; and he ſacrificed King James II. partly to pri- 
vate Malice, and partly to his Ambition. | 

When the Prince of Orange was preparing to invade Eng- 
land, Lewis XIV. was adviſed to fit out a Fleet to obſtruct 
his Paſſage, and to order his Troops to beſiege MHagſtricht. 
Lauvsis prevented both; he kept the French Navy, which 
was then more powerful than it ever was, or is like to be, in 
Port; and he directed the Army to beſiege Philipsbourg, 


which brought the Emperor and Empire into the War againſt 


France. I have thrown theſe Things together, that the Cha · 
racter of this Miniſter, or rather the Court of France under 
his Miniſtry, might be ſeen at one View. | 
The Conduct of the French Court, which produced this 
War, was fo glaringly wrong and abſurd, that it raiſed in a 
manner all Europe againſt her, and this entirely through her 
own Fault, without Reaſon, and without Provocation ; ſo 
that ſuch as have repreſented the Policy of the French as very 
= and very refit'd, are undoubtedly miſtaken ; for in the 
rſt Place, the long Series of Injuries offer'd to the Emperor 
and Empire, were ſuch, as muſt neceſſarily incline them to 


be reveng d. | | 
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Tube Dutch had been wantonly attack d in the haſt Wa, 
and thereby render d incapable; the Uſage given the King of 
Spain was intolerable ; and the Meaſures ſuggeſted to the 
ing of Urea B-itain not only colt him - his Crown, and 
thereby loſt France her moſt uſeful Ally, but 2 excited 
againſt het the whole Brit/4 Nation; fo that the War begun 
in 1688, might juſtly be ſtiled raſh and imprudent, and 
commenced rather thro” Haughtineſs than Poliey. 
_ It was managed alſo with great Indiſcretion ; for as Eng 
land was given away from not attacking the Dutch in Time, 
ſo Ireland, after the War began, was loſt for Want of pro, 
per Attention; and the War with Savey was merely made 
to pleaſe Monſieur Louves, and yet proved as troubleſome 
to France as any in which ſhe ever engaged. 
It is true, that the Armies of Lewis XIV. were ſacceſoſil 
in the Low- Countries; the Battle of Fleurus, which wa 
Fought the firſt of Fay 16907 gained Marſhal &uxcmbury 
reat Reputation and the taking of Men, after eighreen 
Pays open "Trenches, was very ſavisfaftory to the Frencb King 
who commanded that Siege in Perſon ; but theſe Advan 
were very dear bought, and the Eing himſelf became very 
ſoon ſenſible of it. He owed this laſt Conqueſt, the greateſ 
in which he had perſonally any Share, to the Vigilance and 
great Talents of Louvois, who underſtood the providing and 
upplying a great Army, the beſt of any Man in the Vorld, 
: et the taking this City bas been by many judged the 
Caule of his Death ; for the King having been. informed, 
that he attributed all to himſelf, was much diſpleaſed at it; and 
finding that he had rejected without bis Knowledge the moſt 
ſubmifive Propoſitions from the Duke of Savey, he expreſſed 
his Reſentment in ſuch ſtrong Terms, that the Miniſter 
went Thunder- ſtruck from his Preſence, and died immedi- 
ately of Crief and Deſpair ; tho* others ſay, that his Phyſici- 
an, Seron, was brib'd to furniſh him with a Paſſport for the 
other World, by a Prince I need not name. q 
..- However it was, his Death proved a very great Loſs to his 
Maſter, who brought his Son the Marquiſs de Barbeſſeur in- 
to Power, tho' he was young, headſtrong, and had very 
mean Abilities. In the Year 1692, Lewis command 
ed in Perſon in the Low-Countries, and took Namur; and 
on the 3d of Auguſt the ſame Year, the Duke of Lure 
_beurg obtained ſome Advantages over King William at Stan 
#irk ; but to ballance theſe Advantages, the, Nuke of Saua 
enter d France, and took Ambrun, and the French Fleet wa 
not able to look that of the Allies in the Face. 5 
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In 1692, be was more ſucceſsful ; the Duke of Lurembourg 
gained the Battle of 'Nerwinde,' and ſeveral Places were taken 
in the Low-Countrics, - Marſhal Catinat entirely defeated 
the Duke of Savey; but the Fleets of the Allies were victos 
rious, and inſulted all the Sea-Coafts of France. u 
In 1694, they did the ſame, and had alſo. confiderable Ad- 
vantages in the Low - Countries. In 1695, France was ſo 
exhauſted, that the King was forced to have Recourſe to a 
general Poll-Tax, the moſt grievous Impoſition that any 
Country ever endured ; and yet the War went on very in- 


differently for him; the important Fortreſs of Namur be- 


ing reduced by King //i/liamy while Marſhal /illeroy looked 
on with a ſuperior Army. 
The next Year was not more fortunate z a Deſign formed 
for reſtoring King James miſcarried, France, was reduced to 
act upon the Defenſive in the Low-Countries, and at the 
ſame Time increaſed her Taxes . exceſſively; ſo that at the 
Cloſe of the Tear, the King found hiqmſelf under an ablolute 
Neceſlity of liſtening to: Feace, his Finances being entirely 
exhauſted, And accordingly. a Treaty was concluded at 
Ryſwicky on the 2oth of September 1697, Whereby he gave 
up a great Part of his Acquiſitions, which was a plain Indi- 
cation of the Senſe the King had of his own Weakneſs, which 
was chiefly owing to the great Faults in his Government. 
His old Miniſters and his old Generals being worn out. he 
ſupply'd the Places of the former by young Men, whoſe only 
Merit was a blind Submiſſion to his Will; they had boundlefs 
Power in their reſpectiyg Departments; and tho” nothing 
was more viſible, than that his Affairs ſuffered exceedingly 
for Want of a Perſon capable of ſuperintending the Whole; 
yet his Vanity was ſo great, that he could not bear the 
Thoughts of appointing a prime Miniſter. | SY 
His Generals were promoted by Court Intrigues, and the 
Favour of Madame Maintenon, who governed him entirely. 
His Naval Force as it was raiſed ſuddenly, ſo it ſunk as unac- 
countably, chiefly for Want of Money to maintain it; his 
Armies were ., ruin'd,.. his Subjects exhauſted, and the Credit. 
of France was entirely ſupported by the Remembrance of that 
Power that was now in a great Meaſure. decay d. Such was 
the State of Things at the Cloſe of this Period. IP 
It might be naturally expected, that conſidering the Situa- 
tion of his Affairs after the Treaty of Ry/wick,, Lewis XIV. 
ſhould have contrived the moſt effectual Means for eaſing his 
Subjects, by improving his Country, and leſſening the Expence 
of his Government; he did however quite the n be 
| ept 
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[272]. 
kept up as great an Army in Time of Peace; as would have 
been neceſſary if the War had continued; and he employ'4 
his Troops in forming Camps of Pleaſure, for the Inſtru&ion 
of his Grand-Children, as if the Art Military had been the 
ſole Science worthy of a Prince. UB 
By theſe Methods he ruined the Officers, from the prodi. 
2 Expence they were put to, and at the ſame Time alarm'd 
His Neighbours, who could not conceive that he had no other 
Meaning in theſe Ineampments than to waſte Money, and 
exhibit gaudy Spectacles to pleaſe * It is without Que. 
ſtion a deep Stroke in Politicks, to lull all the neighboullag 
States into a profound Security while a great Deſign is in Con- 
trivance, which might be eaſily diſconcerted if ſuſpeRed, aud 
ſo bring the 9 — and Deciſion to the World's View at 
once. But wanton 2 to alarm, and out of pure Vanity to 
keep all Europe in a Ferment, was the moſt effectual Means 
to produce an Oppoſition greater than ever; and accordingly 
it did produce a Confederacy, which ſufficiently chaſtis d that 
Imprudence which gave Birth to it. 

King William, from a fincere Concern for the Peace of 
"Europe, form'd a Project for dividing the Spaniſh Dominions, 
to which the French King eonfented ; and this firſt Treaty 
of Partition was ſigned October 1, 1698, at the Hague, be- 
tween the Kings of Great Britain and France, and the Statis- 
General; whereby it was agreed, that the Kingdoms of Na. 
ples and Sicily, the Places poſſeſſed by the Spaniards on the 
-Coaft of Tuſcany, the Marquiſate of Final, the Province of 
- Guipuſcea, the Towns of Fontarabia and St. Sebaſtian, with 
Port Paſſage, ſhould be given to the Dauphin; the Duchy of 
Milan to the Emperor's ſecond Son, the Archduke Charls ; 
and all the reſt of the Span; Monarchy to the EleQral 
-Prince of Bavaria. 1 Fre 

In a few Months after, this young Prince died at Bruſſel, 
in the ſeventh Year of his Age, which made a ſecond Treaty 
of Partition neceſſary, by which Milan was added to the Dau- 

ppbin's Share, upon Condition that it ſhould be exchanged for 
Lorrain, and the whole Spaniſþ Monarchy was given to the 


| Arch-duke Charles. This Treaty was ſigned the 1 3th of Marc 


1699, and was ſo unlucky, as to give Satisfaction to no body. 
he Emperor refuſed to accept it, the King of Spain was 
bear offended at it, and the Engliſb Nation fell upon the 
King's Minifters, tho' they knew that the whole Tranſacti- 
on aroſe from, and was conducted by the King himſelf. To ſaj 
the Truth, it was a Project the beſt calculated for ſecuring the 
i Ballance of Power, and eſtabliſhing the Quiet of Europe, 4 


the Circumſtances of Things would admit; and the Clarhour 
againſt it was as #/! founded, as the Oppoſition to it was manag'd 
e 
The King of on of reaty, 
and the Al enbelng of his Dominions, on the ad of Cctober 
1700, ſigned a Will, by which he called to the Succeſſion 
of the whole Spaniſb Monarchy, Philip Duke of Anjtu, ſe 
cond Son to the Dauphin, after him his younger Brother the 
Duke of Berry, next the Duke of Sauq, and then the Arch · 
duke Charles, and dy'd about a Month after. | It was a great 
Queſtion at the Court of - France, whether this Will ſhould 
be accepted, or whether his Majeſty ſhould adbere-to' the laſt 
Treaty of Partition; but at length, a Reſolution was taken to 
accept the Will, and the Duke of Anjou was declared King 
of Spain, by the Name of Philip V. in which it has been 
thought Lewis. XIV. forgot his Duty as the Parent of his 
People, to follow his natural Affection as the Father of his 
Family. | A | | JE 
Ling William and the States diſſembled at firſt, by 'acknow. 
ledging and complimenting King Philip; but this | ſeems to 
have been owing to the Nature of the Government in both 
Countries, which made it neceſſary to be ſecure of the Sen- 
timents of the People, before their Rulers openly declared their 
own ; and to ſpeak my private Opinion freely, I believe this 
Conduct in their reſpective Governments, had no ſmall Share 
in bringing the Engli/h and Dutch Nations to declare ſo warmly 
as they did for a War with France, into which their Gover- 
nors very readily came, upon a Suppoſition that they ſhould 
be ſuppoi ted therein with the ſame Unanimity and Spirit, by 


which they were excited thereto. and for ſome time they 


were not diſappointed. Thus the Reader ſees in à very nar- 
row Compals, the true Grounds of that geen! War, which 
bad fo great an Effect on the Affairs of Europe, and which 
are ſo neceſſary to be thoroughly underſtood at preſent, in 
_ to form a. right. Judgment of what we ought to hope 

The World ſeems to be ſo univerſally perſuaded of / the 
great Wiſdom and Pollcy- of Lewis XIV. in laying: bis 


= 


Schemes for ſecuring the Crown of Spain to his Family, that 


it will be a; very difficult Thing to perſuade them; that this 


Notion is ill-founded; but the Truth will appears from an 
a 


impartial Conſideration of Facts, which I ſhall endeavour to 
lay together in the ſuceincteſt Method poſſible; it being nei- 
ther agreeable to my Purpoſe or Intention, to enter into a 
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lar Detail of the War, which is too well known to nete 
5 * ſuch Account. [0 O01 28 039i 3.4 28.4 "= 

It muſt be acknowledged, that the Meaſures" taken by the 
French King for putting his Grandſon into immediate Poſſeſ. 
fion of the extenſive Dominions of the Spaniſh Monarchy, 
were well concerted and thoroughly executed. The Marquis 
de Villars, the French Ambaſlador at Madrid, had gained 
the Hearts of the Spaniſh" Grandees ; the Prince of Yaude. 
mont, and the reſt of the Governors of the Provinces in ah, 
were ſecured; the Duke of Savoy having married one Daugh- 
ter to the Heir apparent of France, and another to the new 
King of Spain, could not avoid taking the ſame fide ; a 
for the Lou Countries, they were delivered up by the Elec- 
tor of Bavaria, who had formed a ſtrong Party for the French 
in Germany. _ GLENS 2 8 7 oO Yo... Ly 

But füll the Miſchiefs remained that have been before men- 

tioned ;: that is to ſay, the ſeveral Branches of the Miniſty 
were in the Hands of young Men of very mean Abilities; 
and the DireCQion of the | whole was in an old Lady, oppoſed 
and bated by the whole Royal Family, the King excepted. He 
had few General Officers of great Capacity, and thoſe he 
had were not employed, or if employed; not truſted, His 
Marine was in a bad Condition, his Finances in a worſe, and 
nothing but his abſolute: Power of taking every Shilling of 
ready- Money from his Subjects, by altering the Value of his 
Coin, which he practiſed over and over with as little Cere- 
mony as Conſcience, could have enabled him to find where- 
withal to defray thoſe Expences; for which it was impoſſible 
for him to run in Debt; and through the whole Courſe of 
the War he defrayed no other. 
As ſoon as the Grand Confederacy - was formed, he faw 
many Courts act a very different Part from what he expected. 
As for Inſtance, Sweden entered into a Neutrality; Denmark 
and Pruſſia acted againſt him, nor was it long before his moſt 
uſeful and neceſſary allies, ſuch as the King of Portugal and 
the Duke of Savoy, deſerted him, and all his Schemes were 
broken. ering 0 5: 5531 Fho 
The Duke of Marlborough, by the Victory of Blenheim, 
reſtored the Affairs of the Emperor and Empire; he was ſo 
diiſtre ſſed in Maly, that he was glad to evacuate it to ſave Spain, 

and even there his Grandſon was more than once driven from 
his Capital. In the Low Countries, his Armies were con- 
tinually beaten. All his ſtrong Fortreſſes taken, and among 
the reſt Liſle, the moſt valuable Place in his Dominions, afier 
Paris, which he once had Thoughts of quitting, 4 
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Os the whole, after cartyiog en the War for ſeren Years, 


he found his Affairs in ſo bad à Situation, that he would 

ladly have accepted the Treaty of Partition, or even 
Tams, if the Allles would have conſented to them; but all 
his Offers being rejected, the Deſpair of bis Subjects did more 


for him than, he was able to do at firſt with all his Policy and 


Power; and yet it is very queſtionable” Whether the Crown of 
Spain would ever. have been left to his Grandſon, If the Death 
of the Emperor ehh had not rendered it a Thing difficult for 
the "Allies to know where to place it better. 
This produced the.Peace of Virecht, in which all that was 
either good or tolerable was copied from the two Treaties of 
Partition. It was ſigned in March 1712-17 ; and if the Allies 
had been unanimous in making it, might have been much bet- 
ter than it was; but the Emperor perſiſting in his Refuſal, the 


War was ſtill carried on againſt him, and did not end till the 
Year afterwards, by the ſigning of the Peace of Bauen, on the 


e ti | 
Thus ended His Period when Fance was reduced much 


lower than ſhe had ever been; for not only ber Armies were 
broken, her Fleets entirely ruined, and a great part of her for 


mer Conqueſts yielded up; but what was much worſe, the 
People were fallen into the moſt abje& Degree of Wy the 
Credit of the Crown was ſunk, the Succeſſion depended upon 


the Life of à ſickly Infant, the” reigning Monarch: was ve 


infirm;” and the Court divided into Factions: 80 that if Lewis 
XIV. had the, Satisfaction of beholding the Riſe and Pro- 
girls, of the Gallick Power, he had alſo the Mortification of 
ork dr e 

The © Carts "of Ccult "XIV. after the Concluſion of | the 
Peace, were {ach as ought to have been the Cares of his whole 


Life; for they were hent to ſecure the Succeſſion of the Royal 


Family, and to teſtote the Trade and Welfare of his Subjects; 
as to both which he „ now very ſollicitous; nor did 
he make any Scruple of copfeſſing, that Experience had con- 


vinced him of the Error of his former Conduct, and of the 


Follies of which he had been guilty, in preferring his own Gran- 
deur to the Good of his People, and the Luſtre' of his Reign 
to the Safety of the State. 3 


He gave all the Aliſtance that was requiſite to his Grandſon 
Philip, for extinguiſhing the Remains of the Spaniſh War, by 
the Reduction of Catalonia; he gave Satisfaction to the Kin 
of Great Britain, in reference to the Ports of Dunkirk an 


Mardyke z and he executed very punctually whatever de- 
T 2 


9 
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pended upon him in relation to the Dutch, from the H 
leaving 1 — without any Apprebenſions from | her * 

bours at the Time of his Deceaſe. He was very .attentize 

alſo, to what be thought might contribute. to the domeſtic 

Quiet of his Subjects, as well as to the Eſtabliſhment of his 

In regard to the former, he conſtituted by his Will a Condi 

of Regency, on purpoſe to exclude the Duke of Orleant, his 

Nephew, «whoſe Fidelity he ſuſpected, and of whoſe Ambition 

he was afraid ; and he cauſed this Will of his, to be depoſited 

with the Parliament of Paris, who gave it the Sanction of 
that ſmall Authority which he had felt them. He likewiſe 

.cauſed an Edict to be regiſtered, whereby he declared his 

Sons, the Duke of Maine and Count ' Toulouſe, Legitimate, 

and capable of ſucceeding to the Crown after thoſe legally en- 

titled. thereto. : And having thus put both his private and pub- 
lick Affairs into Order, he did not ſeem much, ſurprized at the 

Appragcy-oF Doatd.: oh EONS GN 155 

In his laſt Moments he behaved like à Chriſtian and a King; 

like a Chriſtian, in bewailing bis Vices, and the bad Conſequer- 

ces with which they had been attended; like a King, in advilug 
his Succeſſor publickly to beware of following his Example, 
| ſtudy Peace, and to be truly the Parent of his People. In thi 
Diſpalion of Mind, after enduring the ſharpeſt Agonies k 
his Body, be expired September 1, 1715, N. S. in the ſeyenty- 
ſecond Lear of his Reign, and when he wanted four Days of 
being ſeventy-ſeven Years of Age, 
+. He. was ftiled Lewis. the GREAT, with. what Reaſon the 

Reader has ; ſeen, He was, though unlearned, à great En 

courager and Protector of Learning, and fnore ſo of Fla. 

tery. He was no great Soldier, and yet loved War. Hs 

Courage was not very clear, but he had great Firmneſs « 

Mind. In Proſperity, be Was haughty,; but not abject in A& 

verſity. He was jealous of his eldeſt Son, but affectionate to 

bis Family; he was a very faithful Friend, and a very kind Me 
ſter. His Amours were numerous and ſcandalous ; his Be. 
haviour to his Queen civil, without Tenderneſs; to his Mo- 
ther reſpectful, without Affection; to his Brother ſuſpicious 

PP — ERS. 4 >, 

As a King, he was ambitious with reſpect to his Neighbour, 
arbitrary toward his Subjects, and boundleſs, in both. With 

regard to the former, he had no Tie but Intereſt ; in reference 

to the latter, no Law but bis Will. He intirely ſubverted 
the Conſtitution of his Country. He left the Princes of bi 

Blood without Power, and his Parliaments without Autho- 

| > | wh rity: 
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rity. The Force of bis Kingdom he reduced to a Standing - 
Army; the Property of his Subjects he rendered precarious; 
and every Rank of them intirely dependent upon the Will of 
his Succeſſor, © Loh e | : 
In fine, he was a Rebel to the Court, and at the ſame Time 
a Slave to the Church of Rome; he had a Paſſion for Glory, 
with ſcarce any Tincture of Virtue; and with all the Vices 
and Weakneſs of a Man, had the Vanity to ſtile and think 
himſelf immortal. Such was the Character of Lewis XIV. 
when painted by the Pencil of Truth, how different ſoever 
it may be from the Pictures drawn of him by Foes or Flat- 
terers. h | | yo | 
This Prince married Maria Thereſa — of Philip IV. 
King of Spain, Anno 1660, by whom he had Iſſue only one Son 
that lived, viz, Lewis Dauphin of France, who married Mary- 
Ame · Chriſtina, Siſter to the Duke of Bavaria, by whom he 
had Iſſue three Sons, viz, I. Lewis Duke of Birgundy, born 


Anno 1682, II. 2 * Duke of jon; King of Spain, born 


Anno 1683, III. Gaſton, Duke of Berry, born in 1684, who 
died without Iſſue. Lewis the Dauphin died Anno y, where- 
upon Lewis Duke of Burgundy his eldeſt Son ſucceeded to 
the Title of Dauphin. B15 OF. en 6 WE. 2024's 

This Prince married Mary Adelaide, eldeſt Daughter to the 
Duke of Savoy, afterwards King of Sardinia, Amd 1698, and 
died 1712, leaving Iſſue of his Marriage three Sons; of which 
the two eldeſt, ſtiled Dukes of Britam ſucceſſively; died ſoon 


after him in their Infancy; but Lei, his third 8on, born 


Ann 1710, ſurvived them all, and fits at preſent on the Throne 
of his Great Grandfather, S 4 ö r 7 
His Natural Children by Madame de le Valiere, were 


Anne de Bourbon, born in 1666, and married in 1680 to Leu 


- Bourbon, Prince of Conti, ho died without Iſſue by 
er. , 1 > ro ES 1 1 ne 9 
By Madame de Monteſpan,. I. Lewis iſtus de Bourbon, 
Duke of Maine, born 1 1670, — be ths Wife Louiſa, 
Daughter to the Prinee of Conds, had a Daughter called Ma- 
damoiſelle 2 Aumale, born in 1697 and two Sons; Lewis 
Auguſtus Prince of Dombes, born in 1700; Lewis Charles 
Count of Eu, born 1701. II. Louiſa” Frances de Bourbon, 
ſtiled Madamoiſelle de Nantes, born in 1673, and "married to 
Lewis Duke of Bourbon in 168 5; whoſe Children were Ma- 
damoiſelle de Bourbon, born 1690 Leuir Duke of Enguien, 
born 1692; Louiſa Madamoiſelle de Charolois, born 1693; 
and Lowfa Ame, called Madamoiſelle Sens, born in 1693. 
III. Lewis Alexander de Bourbon, Count of Thoulouſe, born _ 1 
| 1 3 te 
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late Admiral - of France, whoſe ſon, the Duke ge Penthicure, 
now. enjoys that high Office. IV. Frances Mary de Bourbin, | 
ſtiled Madamoiſelle de Blois, born 1681. 4 
His Majeſty's only legitimate Brother was Philip Duke «f 
Orleans, firſt married to Henrietta Maria, Daughter to Charley |, 
King of England, by whom be had one Daughter, married u 
the Duke of Savoy. He was afterwards married to Charlaty 
Elizabeth, Daughter to Charles Lewis Elector Palatine, by 
whom he had Iſſue, Philip Duke of Chartres, late Duke «f 
Orleans, and Regent of France, who married Frances Mary d 
Bourbon, ſtiled Madamoiſelle de Blois, by whom be had the 
preſent Duke of Orleans ; Lewis de Bourbon, who by Auguſt. 
Maria, Daughter of Prince Lewis of Baden, bas Ifſue, Levi 
Philip, Duke of Chartres,, born 1725, and married to Leuiſy 
Henrietta of Bourbon Conti. f | vp" | 
.. The Care that had been taken by the Great Monarch Lew 
XIV. for. the;Security; of his Infant Succeſſor, and his Subjeth, 
was juſt as ineffectual as the Pains taken by Lewis XIII. i 
ſettling the Regency at the Beginning of bis own Reign, tha 
is to ſay, the Duke of Orleans afted now the very ſame Par 
that the Queen Mother acted then, and by careſſing the Pala. 
ment for a Moment, in giving them Hopes of ſeeing their Au. 
thority reſtored, 1 Aſliſtance to the ſingle Act tha 
could enable him to operate upon their Power at all. 
- This Point once managed, and the Duke of Orleans being 
declared! ſole Regent during the Minority of Lewis XV. the 
Government * reſtored, ſince the Regent governed iſ 
from that Day as abſolutely as the late King had done. He Bf 
began his Adminiſtration, as all able Princes do, with Acts of 
Lenity and Mildneſs, and with a great Appearance of Zeal far 
the publick|/Good. OECD! 
His Plan for foreign Affairs was the beſt laid, and beſt con 
. dudted that the French had ever ſeen; it is indeed probable 
that he was principally. moved thereto by the Conſideration o 
his particular Intereſt; but whatever his Motive was, his Con- 
duct was zight. He ſteddily adhered to the laſt Treaty of Peact, 
and, he ſhew'd a Willingneſs to contribute to fixing a true Bll 
Jance'of Power. QA 36 S wa 
He was ſo far from diſſembling, that he laid open to all the i 
World the miſerable State that France was in; and certainly it 
this he acted like a great Politician; for on the one hand, it juli 
fied his Meaſures at home, and on the other, it gained bin 
Credit abroad; for by delivering her Neighbours from the Fes 
of Fance, he brought them to conſide in his Promiſes, fo 
; 4,47 4 A ads 4k; : 
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; he made uſe of this Confidence to re · eſtabliſi her Affairs upon a 
bold Foundation e e 

In reſpect to Domeſtick, Concerns, he acted with the ſame 
Prudence and Moderation. He erected ſeveral Councils agree · 
able to the late King's Will, foreſeeing the Confuſion this 
would create, and the fair Opportunity it would give bim of 
ſuppreſſing them; and he reſtored to the Parliament their an- 
ciept Liberty of debating upon Acts of State, before they gave 
them the Sanction of their Authority. Theſe were all very 
proper as well as popular Steps; they ſerved to ſettle his Au- 
thority, and to enable bim to make uſe of it afterwards as 
he thought moſt convenient. es | 

He had his Views, as all other Princes have; and he ſhewed 


himſelf a great Prince, by taking the Precautions neceſſary to 
fix his Power, before he made his Views evident, from his En · 
= dcavours to accompliſh them. In this indeed lay his Strength, 
be knew perfectly how to conceal his Deſigns under ſpecious 
Preiences, to give thoſe Pretences the higheſt Colourings poſe 
ſible, and never to bring his real Intentions into publick View, 
earlier than he was ſecure of trampling upon all Oppoſition. 
When he had thus ſettled Peace abroad, and his Autho- 
rity at home, he liſt'ned to the Cries of the People, and eſta · 
bliſned a new Court of Judicature, for calling to an Account 
ſuch as had the Management of the Publick Revenue in the 
former Reign, and were almoſt the only People in the King- 
dom that enjoyed affluent Fortunes under the preſent. The 
Pretence was ſpecious; and tho? this Enquiry might be con- 
ducted with a Severity that , border'd upon Injuſtice, yet it 
- » wat the Purpoſe of the Court, and. did not give general 
ence, | g 
He would have had Recourſeto healing Meaſures in the Church, 
but in that reſpect his good Deſigns were defeated; and, as 
is but too frequent, thoſe who by their Profeſſion are of all 
others moſt bound to promote Peace, were thoſe, ho by the 
Authority that Profeſſion gave them, hinder d it the moſt. - 
The Regent ſaw. and underſtood; perfectly the many miſ- 
chievous Conſequences that flow'd from the Varia- 
tions that had been made in the Value of the Coin during 
the laſt Reign; but what he moſt regretted was, that the People 
underſtood thoſe ſo well, that it was impoſſible, as Things 
Wy {tood, for any Uſe to be made of this Expedient under bis 
Adminiſtration. „inne <9 e && | 
: To coirect this Evil, and more eſpecially; to ſet his own 
Hands at Liberty ; on the 1 2th of October 176, he publiſh'd: 
an Edict, in which he ſet in a very clear Light che ptin- 
ans 5 ä cipal 


8 


of Calculation, which hitherto had ſerved only private and 
paultry Purpoſes, to the great Affuirs of a Nation, and the ex- 
tricating a Government from ſuch Difficulties as that of France 
c er 
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cipal Tnconveniences that followed this practice, as well as the 
Advantages that muſt neceſſarily attend the remedying of this 
Evil, and fixing the Coin on an equitable and immoveable Foun - 
dation, of which this Edict gave Hopes, by declaring, that the 
Piſtole or Lewis d'Or ſhould for ever remain of the Valve of 


fourteen Livres, which it was then at; But no fooner had this 
Edict produced its Effect, than the Regent iſſued another, by 


which the Subjefts were required to pay their Money into the 
Mint at the Rate of ſixteen Livres for a Lewis d'Or, which 
were ifſued again at the Rate of twenty. | 

- I mention this Inſtance out of many, for two Reaſons; the 
firſt is, that I may afford the Reader a View of the Diſtreſs of 
the French Government, and the Hardſhips it was obliged to 
impoſe upon its Subjects; and ſecondly, to give a Specimen of 


* 


the Regent's Policy, which was of the ſame Stamp throughout; 
that is to ſay, he made no —__ of profeſſing any thing that 
might ſerye his Purpoſe, and acting with 3 to thoſe Pro- 
feſhons, as if he had never made them. But this was only 
with regard to Tranſactions at Home; with reference to Forei 
Princes he was cautious how he entered into Engagements, but 
was afterwards punQual in performing them, ** | 
- It is impolüble, ſtriftly ſpeaking, to juſtify ſuch a Conduct 
as the Regent purſued; but one may have leave to fay in his 
Excuſe, that he found the Government and the Nation in a moſt 
undone Condition, with a Debt almoſt beyond Belief, ſince 
ſome have calculated it at no leſs than three hundred Million 
Sterling; notwithſtanding ſome conſiderable Spunges that had 
been made in the preceding Reign. hn RE 

He ſaw that while the Government was in this Condition, 
it could neither act for its on Security, nor for the Relief of 
the Nation, but muſt be obliged from Time to Time to la 
heavy Bordens upon the Whole, in order to give ſome Satis - 
faction to that Part of the People who were become Creditors 
to the Publick. This it was that induced him to liſten to 2 
Project of Mr. John Lau, a Native of Scotland, and a Man of 
a peculiar Caſt of Mind, who knew how to apply thoſe Schemes 


The Patron and the Projector were as well ſuited to each 
other as could be conceived. The Regent, had he been in 
A private Station, would probably have been the Gontriver 
of this Scheme; the Projector, had he been ' veſted with the 


"Regent's Power, would” have bad Courage enough to have 


executed 


this Affair was the erecting a new 2 for carrying on a 
Commerce to Loui ſiana, or the River 3 but the true 


Deſign was to pay the Debts of the French Government without 
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executed it in its utmoſt Exrent, The Colour that was given to 


Macy, or with other People's Mo 


- I meanby other People's ene; the Money of Foreigners ; 
and this Affair was managed with ſuch Addreſs, that in the 
Year 1719 the new Company offered to lend the Govern- 
ment fifteen hundred Millions of Livres. 
however the Regent had been obliged to practiſe ſo many 
Methods: of raiſing and falling Mon 
rency of Caſh, forcing of Currency 
ing ſuch as had any Gold or Silver, to part with it, whether 
they would or not ; that he was obliged to — "9arY in the 
Execution of Mr. Law's Scheme, and to drive 
Kingdom. | F 
Yet, after all this, and notwithſtandin 
Clamour, and Confuſion which the Buſineſs of the Bank, the 
India Company, and other Expedients Mr. Law ſuggeſted, 
produced, the Government was a great Gainer upon the Whole, 
and a very large Proportion of the Debt was, if not paid, at 
It was certainly an iniquitous 
Scheme in its Nature, and ſuch an one as na Man of Probity 
would have formed, or could have executed; but notwithſtand- 
ing all this, when executed it was certainly attended with ſome 


ing to free the Govern- 


leaſt reſolved into 


good Effects. 


aſte Paper. 


While the Regent was thus ſtruggl 


ment of France from the Difficulties it was under, occafioned 
chiefly by the long War carried on to place Philip V. on the 
Throne of Spain, that Prince committed his Affairs to an en- 
terprizing Miniſter, the famous Cardinal Mberoni, who is ſtill 
living, and who, inſtead of ſubmitting, as former Miniſters had 
done, to the Meaſures preſcribed by France, ſfiruck- out a Plan 
of his own, which he would have 
and which conſiſted in recovering all the Provinces that had been 
: mbred from the Spauiſb Monarchy by the late Treaties of 
eace. 1 Lak ee * 5 . 
The Regent declared that he look'd upon this as contr 
to Juſtice; but it is certain that he conſidered it as not at 
conſiſtent with his Intereſt ; and therefore, inſtead of promoting, 
he oppos'd-it, agreeable to the Engagements he was under to 
the Imperial and Britiſh Courts. Ie Spaniſh Court, or rather 
the Spaniſh Miniſter took this ſo ill, that he reſolved to form a 
Party in France, and even to ſecure the Perſon of the Duke 
Regent ; and as wild and extravagant as this Plot might 2 


diſme 


liged the Regent to follow; 


Nepp. 


, of ſto 
for Notes, 
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In the mean Time 


the Diſturbance, 


ing the Cur- 
conſtrain- 


out of the 
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the Prince de Cellemare, then the Spaniſb Ambaſſador at the Coun 
of France, took his Meaſures ſo well, that he was very ney 
carrying it into Execution; it was however very -critically gif. 
covered, that Miniſter arreſted and ſent out of France, ſome 
Gentlemen of Bretagne, who were deepeſt in this Scheme log 
their Lives, and very ſoon after an open War broke out between 
the two Nations. chin 
But as Spain could not ſuſtain herſelf without the Aſſiſtance 
of France, much leſs againſt the Power of that Monarch, joined 
with the reſt of her Opponents, Cardinal A{berou; was obliged 
to give Way, the Crown of Spain acceded to the 
Alliance; and it was agreed that the young King of France 
ſhould . the Infanta . non and that the Prince of 4. 

urias ſhould marry one o Regent's Daughters, and Don 
8 | . | P 

All Things being thus ſettled; and the Peace of Europe for 

the preſent reſtored, the ' Regent's Affairs wore a much better 
Aſpect than they had done, and all the Powers of Europe ſaw 
with Surprize, but without Jealouſy, France daily recovering 
its Luſtre, This is a Proof that the Regent's Conduct was 
agreeable to the true Intereſt of the Kingdom he goveru'd; 
and that he much better underſtood the Art of making France 
truly formidable, than thoſe who affect at every Turn to make 
her appear ſo. But to purſue the Thread of our Narration, 
and leave theſe Political Points to the Conſideration and Deciſion 
of the judicious Reader, | 
In 1722, the Regent cauſed his Majeſty to be crowned at 
\Rheims, and in the Beginning of the following Year, be was 
declared of full Age in Parliament. The Regent knew well of 
what Conſequenee it was to preſerve Forras, though he never 
meant by taking theſe Steps. to relinquiſh his own Authority. 
By his Advice therefore, his own Creature and Favourite, Car. 
dinal Du Bois, was declared Prime Miniſter, but did nothing 
but by his royal Highneſs's Direction; ſo that the Duke had 
ſtill the entire Adminiſtration of the Affairs of the Nation with - 
out any Title or Office Whatever. 1 enoit bat 

| He was very well ſatisfied with this Situation of Thing, 
but in the Month of Augy/t following bis Promation, the 
Cardinal died; and the Duke of Orleant, too prudent to trult 
any other Perſon with the Title of Prime Miniſter, aſked the 
King for it, or rather aſſumed it himſelf. The 'Confuſion 
that Cardinal Du Bois left his Papers in, and the delicate Na- 
ture of many of his Correſpondencies, obliged the Duke to 
apply himſelf with the utmoſt Induſtry and Diligence to the 
putting them in Order, in which he was ſo indefatigable, * 
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fate up all the Night of the firſt of December 1723, though 
15 und himſelf ſeveral Times very near fainting, and the next 
Day in the Afternoon he died of a Fit of the Apoplexy, with 
Projects in bis Head, and, as many have thought, when 

was on the Point of carrying ſome of them into Execution. 
pon the Death of the Duke of Orleans, the Conduct of 
the State devolved upon the next Prince of the Blood of an Age 


ſuitable to the Employment. This was the Duke of Bouri 1 


2 Prince of great Parts, ſurprizing Quickneſs, and capable 

much Avolication. He found many Difficulties upon his firſk 
coming into the Adminiſtration; to hinder theſe from increaſing, 
he purſued the Plan of his Predeoeſſor very ſteddily; but the 
People were not much better ſatisfied with him, than they had 
been with his Royal 972 becauſe the State of the Finan- 


ces was ſuch as obliged him to make various Alterations in the 
Coin. | W375 7 FAU. | | 1 . 
He likewiſe preſſed the Acceptance of the Bull Unigenione 


both on the Laity and Clergy, which N grent Heats a 
Animoſities, and while: theſe continued, the Ki | 
ſuddenly ill, which alarmed. the Duke of Baurbon ſo much, 
that be reſolved to ſend back the young Infanta, who had been 


for ſome time in France, with the Title of Queen, in order ta 


marry the King to ſome Princeſs of riper Tears; and accordingly 
his Majeſty was ſoon afterwards married to the Princeſs Mary, 
Daughter of Staniſlaus King of Poland, which gave great Satis» 
faction to the People of France. e e with ad 

But the Court of Spain reſented this extremely, and de. 
manded in expreſs Terms, that the Duke of Bourbon ſhould 
be removed, to give his Catholick Majeſty Satisſaction, as 
Cardinal Alberoni had formerly been, at the Requeſt and for 
the Conveniency of the moſt Chriſtian. King. This being 
refuſed, threw the Spaniſh Court into the Arms of that of Vi- 
enna, which gave ſuch a Face to the Affairs of Europe as differ 


ed much from that which they had worn for half a Century, 


paſt. 4 1 . 
' It was not long however, that the Duke of Bourbon was 
able to maintain himſelf in Power, and the Thing that turn'd 


moſt to bis Prejudice, was the raiſing. the fiftieth Penny 


upon all Eſtates throughout the Kingdom, which the Duke 
judged neceſſary for the Payments of the Publick Debts 
vith which, after all this ſpunging, the Grown found ulelk 

ged. uno] ©): m0) LOG; 5H 11 "UP 

There, are ſecret and dark Intrigues in all Courts, and 
perhaps there never was any in which theſe have always pre- 
vailed more than in that of France. If we could abſolutely 


depend 


g was taken 


444 
11444 
'4 


_ — —— — — OS — 
wy weep ———— ꝛ—ͤ— 
IS _ 


— 
oy 
— — — 
1 


— — 
— 
— — <__ — =_ 


- 
— — — — — 
. — —— 


worthy of a Goyernment ; and then, the 'crafty Prieſt lay u 


of the Methods that had been hitherto taken in order to extin, 


Duke; and he did it in ſuch a Manner, and with the Addition 


— 


Ebiefly becauſe it was a Change. 


recovered his Credit with the Publick, and was as generally 


— 
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| upon ſome Memoirs that have been written of theſe 
Times, the Duke of Bourbon was deceived, and outwitted by 
his Succeſſor, who firſt very gravely and conſcientiouſly repre. 
ſented to him the many fatal Conſequences that attended the 
modern Method of paying or rather not paying publick Debt, 
by Vat lation of the Coin, giving a Currency to Paper; and 
then deſtroying its Gredit again: By which he fo wrought'upon 
the Duke, that he reſolved to abandon thoſe Meaſures as un- 


wait to repreſent him as a publick Oppreſſor. 
The Duke, in the very Edict by which he impoſed'this Tax, 
ſet forth the Reaſons of it; giving a very fair and full Account 


iſh the publick Debt, their Conſequences, and the Neceſſity 

ere till was of raifing Money to pay off Incumbrances; which 
ſtood the Crown in fifty Millions yearly for Intereſt, tho? they 
paid but Two per Cent. l + 
When the Murmers began about this Tax, which how juſt 
and reaſonable ſoever it might be in its Intention, was to: 
People fo exhauſted, almoſt inſupportable; the ancient Biſhop 
of Frejus (ſo Mr. Fleury was then called) was the firſt to men- 


tion them to the King, tho? he had great Obligations to the 


s „ SI. ELIT. — 1 1 


of ſuch Circumſtances, that he who had always regarded the 
Sayings of this Man as ſo many Oracles, reſolved to part with 
the Duke of Bourbon, and declared this Prelate firſt Miniſter; 
which Reſolution was no ſoon taken than it was executed, and 
the People, as is common in all Countries, applauded the Change, 


Tue Duke bore his Diſgrace both with Patience and Dig: 
„ and tho? he continued all his Life after a private Man, 
and had very little Connection with the Court, yet he quickly 


eſteemed to the Day of his Death as any of the Princes of hi 
Houſe ever had been. = 4] 
As for the Adminſtration of Cardinal Fleury, it is ſo wel 
known here, that it would be needleſs to trouble the Readet 
wih a particular detail of it. He was certainly a very artfu, 
and a very ambitious Man, without any of thoſe Talents thit 
are requiſite to make an accompliſhed Stateſman,” or a great 
Miniſter. It was the Aſoendancy he had over his Maſter, tha 
as it originally procured, kept him ſo long in Power; 1 


7 


was a ſmooth and complaiſant Behaviour to the — 1 2 
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piſters, that him ſo great an Intereſt; as he really had for 
many Years in all the Courts of Europe. | e. 

Fle was very diſintereſted in reſpect to Money, was very far 


Moderation, and was very mild and affable in his Behaviour; 
yet there were many harſh, Things done under bis Adr link, 
tration, both with . ceſpe&t__ to Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 


times courting, and ſometimes croſſing the Meaſures of Spain. 
It was purely to pleaſe that Court that he ſuffered bis Maſter 
to enter into. a War with the late Emperor Charles VI. but as 
ſoon as he ſaw an Opportunity of getting out of it, and of 
making ſo great an Acquiſuion to France as the Dutchy of Lor- 
rain, he refolved to embrace it; and as he had ſacrificed 
Honour, and was very near ſacrificing the Life of the Ffenc/ 
Queen's Father, during the War, ſo he made no Scruple of 
ſacrificing the Intereſt of Spain to the Peace, | ; 
The — kind of Temper was viſible in almoſt every great 


Tranſaction while he was at the Head of Affairs. He made uſe 


of other Mens Abilities for contriving and executing Schemes 
that were above his Reach; but whenever he found himſelf 


pinch'd by thoſe Schemes, he removed and ruined the Authors 


of them, to preſerve or regain his own Credit; as is evident 
enough in the Caſe of M. Chauvelin, the Keeper of the Seals, 
whom he drove from Court, after he had made great Uſe of 


his Abilities. 1 


In reſpect to the late War, which began in his Lifetime, he 
was drawn into it by thoſe whom at that Time he truſted, 
chiefly from his apprehending that it would not be the Work 
of more than one or two Campaigns, and that the Allies of 
the Houſe of Auſtria would be as paſſive in this War as in the 
laſt. But when he found bis Miſtake, and ſaw, or rather felt 
the Inconveniencies that follow'd from it, he bad Recourſe to 
his old expedient of ſhifting the Blame upon other People; but 
it was no longer in his Power to rid himſelf of them, as he had 
done of their Predeceſſors; Age, Infirmities, and approaching 
Death, obliged him to turn his Thoughts to other Matters. 

He maintained his Power with, or rather Influence over his 
Maſter to the very laſt, and, like Cardinal Mazarin, had the 
Satisfaction of dying, in all outward appearance, as great 4 


Succeſſor,, But the Arts he made uſe of to keep his Maſter in a 
State of Dependence upon bimſelf, have had doch an Effect on 
all the Meaſures of the Court of Verſailles ſince his Death, 
that it has been a perpetual Scene of Cabals, Intrigues, and 

| * Confuſion, 


from being ſollicitous about his Family, talked continually of 
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He had no, ſettled Plan of Politicks, as appeared by his. ſome- 
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Man as he had lived, and even of appointing as it were his 
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Confuſion, till Marſhal Count Saxe gained the Ear of his Ma. 
ſter to ſuch a Degree, as to give Law even to the Miniſters, 
at leaſt in reſpect to all great Points, which was the Poſture that 
Things were in alittle Er the Concluſion of the Peace. 
Me have in the Courſe of the, preceding Hiſtory made it 
our Buſineſs to ſhew the ſeveral Schemes or Syſtems' of Go. 
vernment, which have ſubſiſted ſince the Acceſſion of the Houſe 
of "Bourbon to the Throne of France; and perhaps we ſhall run 
no great Hazard of miſleading the Reader, by affirming that 
theſe may be reduced to Two. |” That of Henry IV, who was 
the, Father of his People, and really ſome what more; for he 
not only meant honeſtly towards his own Subjects, but likewiſe 
to the reſt of Europe. In ſhort, he had the Happineſs of the 
People at heart in his own Dominions, and was for eſtabliſh- 

= ance or foe wroad, TOC OHH O99 EDD 
His Son and Succeſſor Lewis XIII. aimed at making himſelf 
abſolute at home and reſpected abroad; both his Succeſſors have 
bad the ſame Views, only inſtead of Reſpect, they have been 
for eſtabliſhing a general Influence, from whence: all the bad 
Conſequences muſt flow, which is commonly dreaded from 
uniyerlal Monarchy. By this Means Monarchs are rendered ſo 
dependant as to differ little from Vice-Roys, and Republicks 
are ruined by the "ſecret encouragement. given to their Rulers 
to arrogate an Authority. to thetnſelves, inconſiſtent with the 
Conftitation of their Countries, and” incompatible with their 
Intereſts. In ſhort, the Safety and Grandeur of this great Power 
muſk be maintained by the Poverty, Weakneſs, Corruption, 
8 and ''Maladminiſtfation that prevails among ber 
Our preſent Buſineſs is to ſhew bow far this has been effect. 
ed, and upon what Grounds we affirm that the Gallic Con- 
firution is changed, and that the Monarchy is abſolute at pre. 
ſent. In the firſt Place, we are to obſerve, that the greateſt 
Lawyers and beſt Hiſtorians of France agree, that the Power 
of their ow. was anciently reſtrained, not only within nar- 
Tower Bounds than at preſent, but that in reality they were as 
much limlted as any Monarchs could be. 


That in all Governments, ſupreme and abſolute Power is, 
and "muſt be lodged ſomewhere, we find. generally. agreed; 
| that according to the old Conſtitution in France, this did not 
reſide in their Princes, but in the general Aſſembly of the 
States of the Kingdom, as in all other Gothic Conſtitutions, 1s 
certain. Indeed the very Name of the People ſufficiently proves 
this, ſince there cannot be a ſtronger Oppoſition than between 


. Francs, (that is, Freemen) and Slaves. +l 
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| But as it was found inconvenient to bold thefe general Al- 
ſemblies very frequently, ſo, to hinder the Incroachments of 
Kings while they were not fitting, part of their Powers was 
transferr'd to certain Committees, which gave Riſe to the 


-Parliaments of France, and particularly to that of Paris, which 


was at firſt Ambulatory, that is, attended the Perſon of the 
King ; but in Proceſs of Time, was fixed to that City for the 


Conveniency both of Prince and People. © 


The ancient Prerogatives of this Aſſembly plainly prove, that 
as Repreſentatives of the States, the Sovereignty was really 
in it, for amongſt others they had theſe three. Firſt, they 
judged the Peers and great Men of the Kingdom, over whom 
the King in this Reſpect had no Power; but in Caſe they 
were ſuſpected of falling in their: Duty to the Conſtitution, they 
were to be try'd by their 2 „ according to the known Law 
of the Kingdom. Secondly, all the great Officers of State 
took their Oaths in Parliament; from which it is manifeſt, 
that they were bound not to the Perſon of the King, but ſwore 
to him in his Political Capacity, and for the general Benefit of 
the State. Thirdly, they had the Right of regiſtering, ap- 
proving, and ppg the King's Edits, without which 
they had not the SanCtion or Force of Laws. , 
As theſe Inſtances unqueſtionably demonſtrate, that accord- 
ing to the Gallic Conſtitution, their Kings were not abſo- 
lute; ſo there is nothing more requiſite to prove that they are 
ſince become ſo, by overturning the Conſtitution, than to obſerye 
that all theſe Checks are now taken away. The Aſſembly of 
the States is a Thing no longer heard of; and as for Parlia - 
ments, they are but Shadows of what th were, or rather 
worſe, by which T mean, that they are now become the Inſtry- 
ments of that Power they were inſtituted to reſtrain. IT 

The Liberty of the Subject is intirely at the Mercy of thi 
King; he impriſons whom be 8 without giving any Ac- 
count ; and whenever he finds it requiſite, appoints Judges for 
the Tryal of Offenders as he thinks fit. The great Officers of 
Stats take their Oaths to and from him; ſo that they now be- 


long intirely to the King, who appoints, removes, extends, 1 


; 


letrenches their Authority as he pleaſes. The regiſtering o 


Edits is become a mere Matter of Form; the Parliament o 
Paris does indeed ſometimes remonſtrate, but in the End the 
King's Will and Pleaſure always prevails. , 
The whole Government of this great Nation having been 
dy the Arts of Cardinal Richelieu and his Succeſſors, Kors 
r 8 
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latirely into the Hands of the Crown and its Minifters, ths 
utmoſt Pains have been taken to reduce it into ſuch a Syſtem, 
as that this Power may influence the whole, and keep every 
Branch thereof in ſtrict and conſtant Dependence. As far 2s 
the Compals of our Work will allow, we ſhall endcavour to 


to ſhew how this is done. + | 
Me have heard much of the Callizan Church and of its Free. 
dom; but, from the Time of the Cardinal before mentioned, 
this Freedom is become a mere Engine of State, by the Help of 
which the King has ſometimes made uſe of the Power of the 
Clergy, and at other Times of that of the Pope, to extend his 
own. It was with a View to this, that the Prote/tants of France 
were in general expell'd; and that the Remains of them in 
France are from time to time perſecuted, when they attempt in 
any Degree the publick Exerciſe of their Religion. 5 
The French Kings were reſolved to make themſelves Su- 
preme in Church as well as State; which is the true Reaſon 
why they admit of no Diſſenters; and they have carried this 
into Execution, notwithſtanding, the Nominal Authority of the 
Pope; which is often made uſe of by the King, and can never 
be turned againſt him. e 
The Clergy of France are, however, a very great and con · 
ſiderable Body they conſiſt at preſent of eighteen Archbiſhops, 
and one hundred and thirteen Biſhops, all named and appointed 
by the King; who. has likewiſe the Nomination of ſeven hun- 
dred and ſeventy Abbies, and of the Superiors of three hundred 
and ſeventeen Convents of Nuns. The Reader need not be 
told what Influence this gives the Crown over that Part of its 
Subjects, which were formerly the leaſt attached to it. 
© The ordinary Revenue ariſing from the Tenths of the Clergy, 
amounts to 1,200,000: Livers per. Annum; beſides which, in the 
General Aſſemblies of the Clergy, free Gifts are ſo conſtantly 
expected even in Times of Peace, that this additional Revenue 
is computed. annually at two Millions; but in Time of War 
the extraordinary free Gifts render it much more. | 
As to the Civil Government, the King has a great Council 
of State, and twelve Parliaments, beſides; other Courts, ſuch 28 
Generalities and Intendancies, for the Management of his Re- 
venue; of the former there are twenty-ſix, and of the latter 
more. As for the Political Government, it is managed by ſe- 
veral great Councils, or rather Committees of Council, o 
which there are at preſent four; which are ſtiled the Council 
of State, the Council of Diſpatches, the Royal Council of Fi- 
nances, and the Royal Council of Commerce. Th 
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- he firſt Civil Officer in France is the Ghancellor, and 1 
only Officer that is pot Ferhoveable'atthe King's Plcalure 3 th 
in id ſay, be cannot be removed without being brought to 
Trial; but the Ring muy, und frequently does take the Seal 
from fim, and t. them into the Han: of another Perſon, 
who hay the, Title of Keeper” and the Power of Chancellor, 


a 


who is rembyeable at the Kihg's' Pleaſure... We 
There is getberally f Perſon at. Ihe Head of the Miniſtry 
either with or without" the Title of Prime Miniſter, and with 
more ot 1efs"Atthority, as the King pleaſes ; at preſent this is 
the Cardinal de Ten. For che Matiagement of publick Affairs 
there ate four principal /Secretaties of State, who have each thei 
ſeparate Departments. Theſe are at preſent; the Count 
Puiſiczx, who is Secretary for Foreign Affairs; the Count, 
Saint Florentin, ho bas the Care of .Domeſtic Concerns ; the 
Count D* Argenſon, who's Secretary at War; and Mr. Rowille,- 
who has the Matte in the Rem of the Count 4e NMairepas 

| | principal icet of the Revenue, is the Comptroller 
General of the Finances, at preſent M. de Machault, who ba 
under him a Multitude df Intendants, and other Officers, ſub- 
jet to the *DireQion, af the” Council” of Finances, of Which 
the D. de Bethmm is Preſident; "As to the ordinary apd ſet- 
tled Revenue of the Cron of 'Frarce,. if we may believe their 
own Writers vpon* that Suhzect, it is not at all increaſed in 
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1 1683; it was computed ar 176,873,476 Livres; and in 
1730 it amounted to no 2 140,278,473 Livres, which 
make 5B53,007 Foul of oh: Money. This" ſhes that 
neither the "general Wealth of France, nor the-Income of the 

| p ate near ſo great as is commonly imagined. It is in- 
deed very true, that in time of War the King levies x Fl 


larger Sums'; © but it is very plain, that even theſe muſt fa 
far ſhort'of what ſotne people would perſuade us they amount 
to. ; ſince , there, muſt be always a Proportion between the 
ordinary and eiraordinaty Revenbe, and conſequently, . 
we know the one, we may very eafily compute how fat th 
other can be cartied; beeauſe even. under arbitrary Govern-= 
ments ſame Meafures muſt be preſerved, and ſome Regard had 
to the general Jhcbme' of the People, which is leſs in Time 
of War, at the ſame” Time that the publick Expehice. is 
ater, (20D dn 00, 20999 » 907 10 BY OSLO 
As the Eccleſſaſtical and Civil "Goyernment of France. was 
2 in the Compaſs of two Reigns, into ſich àæ Form 
ne U * 
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Youth, at leaſt the Part of it, in the Service; by which 

are brought inſenſibly into a Dependence upon the Court, 
—— their Minds filled with falſe and ſlaviſſi Notions of the 
Glory of their grand Munargue, which intirely: the better 
of the natural Paſſions that all Men of Birth and Breeding in 
other Nations have for the Service of their Coontry. Thus the 
Reader ſees, that the Church, the Law, the Civib Em to, 
and the Military, being at the good re of the 
Court, the far greater Part of the active People in I 
have their Lives and Fortunes at the Diſpoſal of the 


me almoſt an 


Country 
Crown; and ſpend the beſt Part of their Days in the Main- 
tenance of a Syſtem, calculated to hold them in irre co vor able 


tual Servitade. a . * | 
The 2 that we ſhould ſay ſome» 
thing of the Marine, which in the laſt Reign was indeed ex- 
tremely formidable, but is very far from ny. "pg preſent; 
ſince it is very certain that at the Beginning of the late Was, 
the whole nava}-Power of France did not conſiſt of quite forty 
Ships of War of all Sizes; which though it be very ſhort of 
what it was at the Beginning of this Century yet is much ſu- 
perior to any Force the French had of that Nature before the 
ae rs XIV. As to the Commerce of France, it 
was e the War began conſiderable; tho* certainly 
much ſhort of what has — of it here. 

The greateſt Evidence thereof that I have ſeen, is derived 
from a Memorial now before me, which contains a Repre- 
ſentation to the Hench Court of the Loſſts ſuſtained by the 
War, which was drawn up in the Beginning of the Year 
1747, and wherein they are ſtated at two hundred Millions 
of their Money, which make above nine Millions three hun- 
dred thouſand: Pounds of ours. If this proves, as it moſt cert. 
I that the Trade of France was very much in- 
creaſed, and even arrived at à ſurpriſing Height; we have at 
the fame Time the Conſolation of knowing, that it is now not 
only much ſunk and impaired; but in many of its moſt im- 
portant and beneficial Branches almoſt ruined and deſtroyed; 
and this by the Confeſſion of thoſe, who as they are employed 
theroin,” muſt de beſt acquainted therewith, and who in a Re- 
preſentation of this Kind, durſt not attempt to impoſe upom the 


We have-likewiſe che HBatisfaction of bein informed from 
thc fame authentic Memovial; that in the nt of the 
Wr Part of chat Nation, if it were uy the Pewer 


U 2 | the, 
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J EW, 
the Court to maintain twenty Men of War at Breſt, fiſieen 
at Cadiz and on the Coaſt of Spain, fifteen in America, ad 
ten at Tuulon, all the Branches of their Trade might be effec. 
tually protected: Whence it is evident that no ſuch Force ha 
been hitherto; employed, and that the Merchants are doubtful 
Whether if the Court was ever ſo well inclined, they could 
equip and maintain it. cen . 
In reſgect to the Intereſts of France, we are obliged to con. 
ider the Nature of the Sovernment only, and the Views'which | 
the Court propoſes to itſelf, ſince theſe are very different from, 
or to ſpeak the Truth, directly oppoſite to the true Intereſt of 
the Nation; for, conſidering the Soil, Climate, and Situation of 
the Country, aud the Number of its Inhabitants, as they have 
no Reaſon to fear, ſo they have no Cauſe to diſturb their Neigh- 
Hours ; by whom, if they applied themſelves induſtriouſſy to 
Manufactures at Home, and to Foreign Trade, they might be 
very great Gainers; and as the ſeveral Provinces of the King · 
dom are full of great Towns, they might be all rendered po- 
pulous and rich as well as the Gountry about them 
A Government therefore that conſulted the Good of the Peo 
ple, and the general Benefit of its gubjects, would labour to 
preſerve Peace, and be aſſiduous in eultivating the Arts of Peace, 
which perhaps would tend as much to .incteaſe the Power and 
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Quiet at home: ſo that to expect a French Monarch ſhould'ad- 


here ee n Treatics,-and relinquiſh ll Views poo" by 


Neighbours; is to expect a Golden Age; a thing that may 
never hope to ſee. an e A 

There is no ſort. of Doubt therefore, that ſo Ne France 
enjoys her preſent Power, and is in a Capacity of preſerving it, 


ſhe will conſider herſelf as the Head of the Houſe of Bourbon, 
and as the firſt Potentate of the Chriſtian World, to which high - 


Titles the will not fail to add as many real Prerogatives as 
are in her Power. In order to this, ſhe will ſtudy to continue 


Hain and the other Princes of her Houſe in a cloſe Depen- 


dence upon herſelf, by oetaſionally gratifying them in their 
Views; and as it is not eaſy to ſee how they can expect this 
any other Way, there ſeems to be too much Probability that, 
for our Time at leaſt, ſhe will ſucceed in it. * 

It is alſo probable that ſhe will perſiſt in moſt of her other 
Schemes, ſuch as keeping up a eloſe Correſpondence with the 
Turks, that ſhe may have it in her Power to awe the Houſe of 
Auſtria and the Ruſſian Empire; that with ihe like View ſhe 
will neglect nothing that may contribute to continue, and even 
to encreaſe the jealouſies that have fo long ſubſiſted, and which 
ſill ſubſiſt in Cermany; her Intrigues in all the Northern Courts, 


and her Correſpondenties in #aly, where fo” long as the can 
preſerve her Superiority, ſue will not fail to have the Court 
of Rome attached to her Cauſe. . 
In reſpect to the reſt of Europe, the Houſe of Auſtria will 
always remain the Object of her Hate, the Maritime Powers 


of her Envy, and Pruſſia of her Jealouſy ; whatever Profeſſions 
under certain Circumſtances, ' and to ſerve her own Purpoſes, 
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pre the Balance of Power, 

—— n —— 
With the utmoſt: Vigour their ambitious Schemes; and this we 

| thallfikewiſe make appear, by a few plain and natural Inference 
aud Deduftions from op et ane 
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It is very evident from theſe, that the Broth . 
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Bel 07a very much exbantedbythelaſt War, i 
og of defeated in hoſt of her Views, found herſelf in 
* —.— ſhe Had: made; and 

Weakne beyond what appear d even 
general War. We know that whatever her Di 
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Forte will not lie 3 
Confederacy, 9 49——j——— 274 
has ſhe wu us, that without — 5 
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1 Forcs ſufßeien to defend her Frontiers on the" Std f 
We may remember,; for the Time is not long ſinee, the 
with which Lewis KV. march d to cover that Part of his 
minions, -had-like-to have coſt him his Life, and very doubtful 
it is, whether he would have been able to have protected them ft 
laſt, if a Diverſion had not been made i Bobenmma, whick's- 
bliged the Auſtrians to ropaſs the N; and che Mannef in 
which the French beheld that — fully ee bighly 
ſatisfied they were at the Sight. © | 

But ſuppoſe; as the Thing is indeed 
Invaſion: were /attempted-at the ſame Time, with an Irruption 
on the Side of -Prevenicey and a Deſcent from England on 
Bretagne, or any other Part of their Coaſts, - where would 
Troops then be found to reſiſt all theſe Enemies? Tet there 
is Reaſon to believe, that France" mude a — 
in the late War, than ſhe will be able to do in L 
unleſs ſhe is ſo lucky-as'to ſucteetl 46 = Sock — at 
the Beginning of it, as ſhe did in thoſe the” at the 
— Hy 1+ Þ ne ow 

Rades, in de Caarſo-of: the. laſt Quarrel; hacy thin 
happened that cannot fall of affecting ſtrongly the "general 
Intereſts of Europe for the future, no * to the 
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of the Cauſe of France. Ns for Iaſtanee 1 
unexpected Efforts made by the Peopl n 
of their Sovereign, Shich as I. hee d itt an Place, dere | 


introduced a neu Power in Europe, and brought fuch an 
Acceſſion of Strength to the Houle: of Auſtria, às ſaved her 
now] and muſt: e yan wr render her = a 
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hereafter;" en '! Donate eu F 

The Devaſtation —_— eee after; tha Wat 
began, and more! e Zavatian and Palatine Do- 
minions; muſt abo had very Effects in deterring thoſe 


— the Omnipotence of the 
grand Monargue or ſuppoſing the Sueceſt of + Ware mut be 
ee on ahobare Ap of his Forces, 

Misfortunes that befel the Duke of Molens _ | 
— — are alſo very diſoouragiug Cireumſtances; notwith- 
ſhanditig the n of their Dominions. We may there- 
fore reaſonably? petſakdecourfebves,; that in Times 
* Spirit will prevail; Princes and States at laſt 
94 perceive, 


Princes from 
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Tl not maintain an Army in the Low- Countries, 9 
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perodive,niher b. repeated Efforts; France las wenken!d her 
orce, 


tho” ſhe. preſerves her Ambition to the full; is as vigorous 


B ever in her Views, tho! ſhe wants Abilities to-accomplih 


be. 4 4 wt * 425 1487 ; 
All this may be the rather e „ beeauſe the Suggeſtions 


of France are commonly againſt the Intereſts: of the Princes 
ſhe tempts ; and the Motives muſt eonſequently be very ſtrong, 


the Perſuaſion of Succeſs ſtill ſtronger, . to warp fuch Princes ot 


States from their Intereſts; which they may purſue without Dan. 


ger or Trouble. But after the Defeat of the Scheme laid at 


the Commencement of this War, what Inſinuations can move, 
what Arguments appear concluſive ? oo 54 

But this is not all; if ſuch a Check be once given to France, 
a new Spirit may ariſe, and thoſe wha hive no Hopes of bene. 
fiting themſelves by her Aſſiſtance, may incline to reap Advan- 
tages at her Expence. All Europe well knows how indifferent 
a Title ſhe has to moſt of her acquiſitions, and with what Ap- 
pearance of Juſtice-her Paſſeſſions might be queſtioned; and who 


can tell what ſome Time or other that Spirit may produce? 


It would be a very eaſy Matter to ſuggeſt various other Reaſons 
to the ſame Purpoſe, but I forbear at preſent, as having ſaid 
enough to ſnew my Opinion, that the Houſe of Bourbon will 
not, indeed, cannot relinquiſh her preſent Syſtem, which muſt 


"1 always render her terrible to her Neighbours ; but that on the 
other Hand, there wants not a Power ſufficient to render all her 


Intrigues abortive, and to defeat all her Enterprizes, though 
ſupported by her utmoſt Force. © 1 1 | 

- I-am*very well aware that there are two Sorts of People 
who will be inclin'd to doubt of the Facts which I have ad- 
vanced, and to diſpute the Arguments which I have uſed upon 
this Subject. The firſt of theſe are the Admirers af that overs 
grown Power, thoſe who look up not only with Surprize but 
Pleaſure: at the amazing Structure, which the Genius of Riche- 
lieu contrived, and the Labours of his Succeſſors erected. In 
this thete is indeed ſomething ſtrange and mean, and yet of theſe 
Sort of People there have been always ſome, to ſay the Truth, 
too many in the World; as appears by the Greeks, who in 3 
Country of Liberty, were in their Hearts Friends to the Great 
King, tho? they knew him to be their common Enemy. The 
other Sort of People are ſuch as fear France — wrT 6 and 
who having been ſo long uſed to frame horrible Apprehenſions as 


Well of the Force as the Deſigus of that Groun, cannot ſuffici. 
ently diveſt themſelves of their Panic, to enquire coolly and 


calmly whether there be any, good Grounds for their Appreben- 
ons er ner. © E te e e iq UNO i 
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It and very probable it will by both 
Kind e People, that firſt with Regard to Facts, the Armies 
which France had on foot in the laſt Year. of the late War, 
were very much ſuperior to what I allow ſhe could poſſibl 
form; and becauſe I. know that this has been laid down wi 
great Force, by ſome who would be thought extreamly well 
acquainted with, the military Eſtabliſhment in France, I bave 
taken ſome Pains to learn how far I was miſtaken, which from 
theſe People I could never do, for they anſwered always in the 
general, that France was out of Compariſon ſtronger. than 1 
imagined ; that we deceived \ ourſelves here in thinking the 
contrary ; and that the Troops in her Pay, during the laſt 
Campaigns, very far exceeded our Computations. But I am at 
preſent out of all Pain upon this Subject, having in my Poſſeſſi- 
on a compleat and authentic State of the French Military Eſta» 
bliſhment in the Month of May 1748 ; which is indeed a very 
correct and ſatisfactory Piece of its Kind, and in all Reſpects the 
fineſt Detail of an Army I ever ſaw. I will give the an 
Extract of the Totals,” which will ſerve {ufficiently to illuſtrate 
this Point. W ; 


STATE of his Maſt Chriſtian Majeſty's Land Forces 
in May 1748. \ - 
Infantry. \ Battal. Men. Amal Pay. 
Regular National Foot - - 356 "261455 54854808—5-0 
Foreign Regular Foot - - - 84 59183 16099717-16-0 
Iregulars «== >= = - === == 13 355 = 2596073--2-0 
Cavalry. Squadrons.': Men. © Annual Pay. 
Regiments of Horſe - - - - -- 301 47531 32130455-10-4. 
Regiments of Dragoons = - - - 85 13824 '8064154-+ 3-9 
Irregular . 25 3120 


8 


| Battal,” 4533 * 2 5 | 
C1 — 395382 797-1 3-4 
Squad, 411 , | N 2 


My firſt Obſervation upon this is, that ſo far from ſubvert - 
ing my former Calculation, this State of the French very 
clearly eſtabliſhes it. In Time of Peace, we have »ſhewn, 
that the ſtanding Forces of Fance are about one hundred 
and fifty thouſand Men: and in Time of War, it may be 
very fairly computed, that about this Number is- requiſite for 


de Garriſons, the Security of the Coaſts, and the Preſervation 
5 0 


5 12980] 
of the Interior Part of the Kingdom: Which will be fill no: 
evident, if we confider'that one hundred and twelve Bartalicn, 
of Militia, making up ward of eighty thouſand Men, are incu; 
in the foregoing State of the Army. I was not conſequently h 
the Wrong, in ſuppoſing that France could not bring may 
above two hundred thouſand Merl into the Field, even when 
exerted herſelf to the utmoſt. We have likewiſe ſeen, that gen 
bo Force is, ſhe mi iy —.— by the Allies, f 

ir E ments to each other had b punCtually ormed, 
with ee, if not ſuperior Armies. EY * 
My next Obſceryation is as to the Expence, which the 
Reader ſees, for the bare Subſiſtence of the Troops, amowy 
to the hole ordinary Revenue of France, or ſomewhat mot 
than five Millions Sterling. As to the Extraordinaries of Wa, 
the” Subſidies to foreigi Powers, the Expences of the Nay, 
the Charge of Coloniies, and many other Particulars, they ur: 
torally excluded; and I preſume nobody will think that the 
— 2 is extravagant, if we conſider theſe as amounting io 
the like Sum. To all this we miſt add the Charge of the Cir 
Government, which in a Time of War cannot be at all leſſen- 
ed z and when we have done this, and brought into the Account 
che diſtreſſed" Condition of their Trade, which manifeſts itfelf 
more and more ſince the Goncluſion of the Peace, when Traders 
attempting to draw their Money out of the Hands of thoſe who 
paid them - Intereſt for itduring the War, when they could na 
 eaiploy: it in Commerce, has occalioned innumerable Banks 

—_—_—_p :, 000 1 : 

I fay, when all this is taken into our View, and ſeriouſly re 
fleQel upon, we maſt}. unleſs We will abſolutely ſhut our Eyes, 
perceive; that tho* the abſolute Power of the French Goyerts 
ment enables thoſe: who adminiſter it, to avail themſelves of 
he laſt Man and che aſt Shilling that Kingdom can raiſe, fot 
: of -theirambitious Projects, yet when this is done, 

no Policy however refined,” can repair that Waſte of Wealth, 
7 reſtore their extenuated Strength, in a ſhort Space of 

ime. e 

Power may ſuperſede- dhe Laws of Reaſon, Humanity and 
Juſtice; but human Power cannot conſtrain the Laws of Na- 
ture When a People ave: exhauſted, they muſt hit Time 
to rectuit; and the? It muy very well be ſuppoſed, that in an 
abſoldte Govermnent, this wil be ſo far from being pre. 
ventedg that all imaginable Prins will be taken to further and 
facilitate their Redovery, yet n very little Penetration wil 
ſhe w us, that even this ou˙ t be immediately done; for thoſ? 
who adminiſter ſuch a''Goyenitnbat, being always jealous of 


„„ 8 
1 N. , cannot turn their Thoughts muſtantly, or at 


r 
+; Wk covery is requiſite, yet Self- Preſer vation remains ſtill the firſt | 
„u. , and conſequer Proviſion muſt be made for that. 
2 When an abiolute Government is not preparing to attack 
er Neighbours, ſhe muſt be occupied in providing againſt any 
en Danger that may reſult from her being ty attacked ; and 
if herefore whatever the Bulk of the People, whatever thoſe who 
e the latereſt of the People at Heart, may wiſh or plead. 
| for, the Miniſters under ſuch a Government will attend to that, 
+ Wand will not ſuffer their Cares to be called off to any other Ob- 
nt ect, before what regards this, upon which their Power depends, 
On is thoroughly ſettled. 1 1 0s k | 
1 We ſee that in Fact this was the Caſe in France, immediately 
", on the concluſion of the War: The People took it then for 
* granted, that the extraordinary Taxes ſhould ceaſe at once; 


Whey promiſed this to themſelves, and they bad been promiſed it 
by the Crown ; yet their Wiſhes and Expectations were not 
nſwered, The Parliament interpoſed in their Behalf; and it 
js amazing, that no Account was ever publiſhed here of the 
Subſtance of their Remonſtrances, which were in Effect to 
this P : That extraordinary Taxes eould only be paid 
hearfully upon extraordinary Occaſions, and from the 

of being ſpeedily delivered from them; and therefore to de. 
drive Men of theſe Hopes; was to render them Bankrupts in 
their Fortunes, and deſperate in their — — That t6 
pay Debts was a good * itſelf, and eertaimy tetided to 
the Relief of the People; But dns Rekef briag diſtarit, and 
the People ſtanding in Need of immmediite Baſe, the latter was 
a more ſuitable Relief than the former: That Thdigence was & 
Defence even againſt abſolite Power; and therefore it Was to 
be feared, that if the extraordinary Taxes were pald, the or- 
dinary Revenue of the Cron weuld be greatly diminiſhed, aud 
conſequently new Debts be incurred fafter than the old ones 


diſcharged. | 4 | 
? No; only itiſtead of 


But did theſe Remonſtrances 
the Tenth the Twentieth Peuny was impoſtd : For the it is 
bighly probable the Miniſtry were ſehſtble of the Force of 
this Reaſoning, and of the Ditrels-of che Nation, yet being 
at the ſame Time more ſeuſible of the w_ e Govern 
ment, as concerning them mere, thought fit to p. ſtpone 
the Relief of he Pele to What ey CAN call the The 
tereſt of the State. | | | 

Thus I preſume it is made tolerably plain, that with all 
her Power and Policy, France cannot in a few Years recover 

| | the 
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the Loſſes ſhe has ſuſtained in the laſt War; nor will it be 
within the Compaſs of her Abilities, intirely to give thoſe Eu- 
couragements and Aſſiſtances to her Allies, that very poſſibly 
they were made to expect after the Goncluſion of the Peace; 

if this ſhould. happen, there is the hi Probability, 
that thoſe Allies will vary their Syſtem as their Intereſts (hal 
direct; and what the Conſequence of this may be, I ſhall not 
28 — 1 2 Se —_ 

Only thus much I will add upon the j that as we ae 
ſufficiently apprized, the Allies of France, more eſpecially in the 
North, have had very great Deſigns in Agitation for ſome 
Years paſt, the Execution of which they have been forced to 
delay for want of her Aſſiſtance, this muſt be either now gi 
ven, which would prove a new Opening to a very uncertain 
Expence; or it mult be forborne ; and then, as I before hinted, 
it is like to become the Cauſe of Framing ſome new Syſtem; 
ſince there are Powers in that Part of the World capable of re- 
fining, even upon the Politicks of France, if what the French 
Politicians ſay be true, that the laſt War in Germany was not 
Matter of Choice but of Compulſion, and that they newer 
knew the Nature of their Engagements till they were called 
upon to fulfil them, under Circumſtances that would not a. 
mit of a Refuſal. 34 * IVS tl. ny 
It would haye been an eaſy Matter to have extended bot | 

the , Hiſtory, and the Reflections contained in this 
| much farther, and to have done this, might have anſwered ny 
Purpoſe more effectually; but as this would have obliged me to 
enter very deeply into the domeſtick Concerns of that Nation, 
and even into Matters of a ſtill more tender and delicate Natur, 
I thought it more expedient to deſiſt. | | 
The Reader however will be pleaſed to conſider with himſelf, 
what were in all Probability the true Motives that induced Wi 
the Regent to behave. with ſo much Mildneſs and Moden ll 
tion in Reſpect to his Syſtem of foreign Affairs, and compare i 
with the preſent State of Fance; when, if I miſtake not, he 
_ muſt very eaſily diſcover a very ſtrong Reſemblance, and be 
from hence inclined to think as I do, that Europe has a wer 
fair Chance of being exempted for ſome Time from thoſe 4p- i 

rehenſions, with which ſhe ought otherwiſe to be always fille) Wi 
of the neceſſary Conſequences of that ambitious Spirit, whici | 
is and ever will be. predominant in this Nation, while its Co. 
yerament ſubſiſts in its preſent Form. 
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The Hiſtory of Spain, while under the Dominion of 
the Houſe of Auſtria ; the paſſing. tbat Crown 
into the Pamily of Bourbon; the "Conſequences of 
this Alteration, in regard to the Syſtem of Eu- 
rope and the preſent State Maxims of Govern- 
ment, true Intereſts, and political Connections of 
that Kingdom. nad at Os EP 
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E are now to preſent the Reader with a ſuccin& Hiſtory 
of Spain, in order to give a clear Account of her politi- 
al Intereſts and Connections. Every body knows how. much 
it imports us to be acquainted with them, and many are by this 
Time ſenſible of the Misfortunes we have more than once | 
pon ourſelves, by not being ſufficiently informed about them. 
he Crown of Spain is now one of the conſiderable 
Powers of Europe, but it has not always been ſo. That great 
ountry was formerly divided into ſeveral Kingdoms; and it 
was not till towards the latter End of the fiſteenth Century, 
hat 8 of them came to be united under Ferdinand and 
abe . a7 >: 1461} eng nt ur to tft pe aty9yt4.9 e 
That King was reputed. the wiſeſt Prince of his Time, and 
his Queen, without being ſo reputed, was really the wiſeſt 
crown'd Head in that Age. Ferdinand ſtudied to extend his 
Power, Jabella laboured to make her Subjects great and happy. 
It was to him that his Succeſſors, in a great Meaſure, owe their 
deing abſolute at home, but it is to her they are indebted for 
the Figure they have fince made abroad. In a Word, it was 
his Policy that made the Kings of Spain great, it was her Vir- 
tues that made the Crown ſo... I oo 
There were three Things that fell out under their Reigns, 
which intirely altered the Face of Affairs in Spain, and thereby 
changed the Syſtem of, Europe, The firſt was the Junction 
of the Crown of, Caſtile and Leon, with the Dominions that 
belong'd to each of them; and this was brought about by: el 
Marriage. The ſecond was the total  Expulſion of the Moors, 
which: was effected by the Conqueſt of Granada, the laſt of tho! 
Principalities which they had erected in that Country; = 
which the Union of their Dominions put it in the Power of 
theſe Princes to accompliſh, The Wund was the DUCoray. 8 
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the new World, and the annexing of it, when diſcovered, to 
their Dominions; by"which Spain may be ſaid to commence 
her Maritime Power. "i 
Thus in about the compals of thirty Years, Spain, whi 
before was very inconſider:ble. Lene byork all . 
the greateſt Power in Furope. For this Ferdinand and his 
Queen Jabella began their Reign in 1472; the Queen died in 
1504, and the King in 1516, after uniting the Kingdoms of 
Maples and Navarre, under various Pretences, to the reſt of his 
already extenſive Dominions. 5 9 
This is a ſhort Account of the Growth of the Saniſb Power 
to the opening of the ſixteenth Century, from which Time 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that ſhe ſhould have more diſtinct 
Notions of its gradual Progreſs, — Height, and ſubſe- 
quent Declenſion, as well as of the great Change that has 
ba from Its paſſing out of the Houſe of Auſtria into 
that of Bourbon, which occaſioned the laſt general War, and 
has been the Object of the principal Negotiations in Europe 
Fhat we may do this effectually, and at the ſame Time keep 
as much within Bounds as poſſible, we ' ſhall firſt of all give a 
brief Deſeription of the Power acquired by Charles V. who 
was at once Emperor of Germany, King of Spain and Naples, 
Maſter of a great Part of Zaly, and Lord of the whole Low- 
Countries, as well thoſe that now form the Republick of the 
United Provinces, as thoſe which are tiled the Spaniſh Nether- 
lands, and belong moſtly to the Emprelſs-Queen of Hungary. 
_ © "We ſhall next give a ſhort View of the Reign of Philip II. 
who, if ambitious Princes are to be ſtiled ſo, was the viſeſt 
King, -at leaſt the eſt Politician, that Europe ever ſaw, and 
in that Quality bid the faireſt for univerſal Monarchy; in his 
Pretenfions to which he was rather defeated by Providence than 
either by the Power or Prudence of thoſe that op him, and 
yet he had to do with fome of the greateſt Princes that ever 
ruled in this Part of the World. 
We hall in the firſt Place ſhew, how that mighty Power 
which he eſtabliſhed dwindled away and ſunk to nothing under 
his Succeffors ; fo that at-laſt they were protected in the Poſſel- 
fon of their Dominions, by thoſe very Powers that had been 
raiſed | their Ruin, A ſtrunge Revolatjon this f but of all 
ite hppa n Europe the moſt worthy of Attention; be- 
ing Prigees ; and how Pro- 
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- came to acquieſce 


of Bourbon, to 
relating to the Houſe of 
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b (3 1 Bk 1311 
We have in a foregoing: Anicle., | 
Auſtria, given an Account of the Deſrent of Charles M. who 
was the Grandſon of Ferdinand and ¶ſabella by their only 
Daughter, and who ſucceeded- firſt. to the Low. Countries, of 
which he was alſo a Native; and therefore it & no! Wonder 
that he retained for them a ſtrong Affection as long as be 
lived. It was this Affection, however, iat tende d him diſ- 
to the Spaniards, who on the other Hand were heves 
very agreeable to him; and though by the Aſſiſtance of 'twa 
very able Miniſters he governed that Nation very 52 | 
the beſt Part of his Reign, yet there never: was any cordial 
ſection between him his Subjecta in that Kingdom. itt 
It is true, that for the Sake of: the prodigious Revenues 


vbich be drew fh the e: Deni lang In. ee ant 


America, he behaved towards them abuays with: great Civi- 
lity and Condeſcenſion, and cquntenanced that Prepoſſeſſtom in 
their Favour, which was ſhewn- by bis Son Philip even in his 
Infaney. On the other Hand, the Fortune of the 4 
who gained the higheſt military Reputation by: a long 

of Victories, encreaſed the Spam/A Dominions in '/taly, hum 
bled the French Power, brought King Francis I. Priſoner to 
Aadrid, and carried the: Terror of his Arms into ricu made 
him in ſome meaſure popular among the Spawiards, nur all 
the moſt loyal People in Furope, and extyemely char/d'with 
heroic Courage in their Pri  $8% od z n iehovinw 
But on the other Hand the Emperor did not foreſee in the for. 
mor Part of his Reign, the I ility of ſecuring all his Do- 
minions to his Son; which if he had done, be would-certainly 
have ated otherwiſe than he did, and have been more tender of 
the Intereſt - of Spais, and more prudent in the Diſpoſition of 
that immenſe Wealth that acerued to him from the Poſſoſſion 
of it. He ſaw this in the latter Pant of his Days, and then ho 
cheng d his Scheme of Proceeding, he endeavoured to augment 
his Marins Force, and by the Marriage of bis Son Philip 
vith Mary Queen of England) ſought 40 e Rabliſh a ne. Con- 
adion batucen the different Parts of bis Dominions, and a 
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this Monarch laid down à right PR IG 6s 
purſued Wreadily; he was!alfo generally e bY 4 
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kene k Was, wk — where bis Aﬀiics AE to ch 
Wine.” The Princes of Germany would no longer truſf bm; 
Pope Bike the #alian'Pritces! were 'contit wal lor 5 


hirn; France began to recover its Power, an 
Colntries: Which had been always the mot favoured 95 , 
'Dominions,” de met. with ſüch Mortifications, as; fc him 
Wink of a Reſſguation, which. he executed wth Repognane 
how repented as ſoort as he had made it. | 

But ir does no1/appear that he ever laid: 6's kis Scheme of 
univerſal Monarchy: ; he was indeed ſatisfied, that” it cc began. 
er be bröught o Jbl in bis own Time, bur he Aatter'd hi 
If 0 the-laſt;that'ir! ond not Fo e bis * 1 Re apa os 
ofitton of Phil ena, aud That, tho? 
erb, he was rather more refined Polit 5 d { 
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{It \was to facilitate this,” that at che Time of U 4 Reſignation 
"put into his Fands.a Syſtem of the Art of A and an 


f ernment, his on compoſing; both exellent in 
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; Government, 
but” fat td bis Pupil, and to the Span io Nation. 
2 theſe Preſents 1 more reſpectfully than he had ** 
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his Father's Dominions, and ſtudied them with ſo much Diligenee, 
that he was ſoon in a Condition to have given the like Leſſons. 
bimſelf. The Spaniard; even at this Time retain the Memo» 
ry of this Fact, and make ule of it as a proverbial E: preſſion 
That in all great Emergencies, their Miniſters are wont to conſult 


" the Spirit of Charles V. which is but too true, for they proſe- 


cuted his Maxims till they wore out the Force and Riches of 
that Nation ; and came to be in that deplorable State in which 
we ſhall hereafter find them. . 

In 1558, the Emperor Charles V. died in his Retirement, 
diNatished with the World, his Son, and bimſfelf ; but at the 


' fame Time with a full Proſpect of Philip's becoming Maſter of 


the greateſt Part of Ewrope, either by Force of Arms, or b 
Dint of his Intrigues. He left him, to ſay the Truth, a mo 
formidable Prince ; for he had juſt triumphed over the French, 
by a deciſive Victory, had recovered all his Dominions in /aly, 
was in full Poſſeſſion of the Low Countries, and had ſo much 
Power in England, as enabled him to employ the whole dim uf 
of this Nation for his Service, directly againſt its own Intereſts. 

To ſay Truth, if it had not been for the timely Death of bis 
Conſort Queen Mary, there is hardly any Doubt to be made, that 
he would have carried his Point ; and have annexed this Crown, 
for ſome time at leaſt, to the reſt of his Territories, which as 
it would have been fatal to the General Good of Europe, would 
have been no leſs deſtructive to our Anceſtors in particular, as 
we ſhall perhaps have an Occaſion to ſhew more largely in ano- 
ther Part of this Work. 

Philip II. began bis Reign with much Reputation, and in 
the War which he enter'd into with France, had at firſt great 
Succeſſes, which were chicfly owing to the Fidelity and Virtues 
of his Subjects in tke Low Countries. It was not long bow- 
ever, that he ſuffered his Affairs to continue in this Situa: jon; 
he was bent upon returning to, and living in Spain; he pre- 
ferred none but the Natives of that Country, and ſhewed him- 
ſelf fonder of their Cuſtoms, and Manner of Living, than was 
fit for a Prince, who had ſuch extenſive Dominions, and 
People of ſuch different Tempers, and Diſpoſitions, under his 
Obedience. | % 

He attempted likewiſe upon their Liberties, and was de- 

ous of leaving Spaniſh Troops in their principal Cities, under 
the Command of the Prince of Orange, and Count Egmont; 
but the People abſolutely refuſed to ſubmit, and ſoon atter the 
Troubles in thoſe Parts began. The Spaniards miſtook their 
intereſts in this Reſpect intirely; they were pleaſed at what had 

X happened; 


[5306 J 

| | happenied;.they rejoiced at their having a King intirely Spa; 
and looked upon the Revolt of the .Fiemings,' as a TR <4 
muſt prove very advantagedus to them, as it would 'affbrd the 
King, not only ati Opportunity of curtalling their Privileges, 


bur of confiſcating their Eſtates, and beſtowing them upon his 
Favourites, or in other Words, upon themſelves; s.. 
But they were convinced by Experience of the Folly of theſe 
Notions; for the People of the Low” Countries were not to be 
frightech out of their Privileges, and therefore to deprſpe them 
by Force, Troops were continually to be ſent from Span, 
and to be maintained when ſent in the Lot Colirttries, which 
inftead: of becoming, as Philip intended, à Place of Arm, 
from Whence he might at Pleaſure invade either Frunct bt 
land; they became in Reality the Theatre df War, hett 
at a very ſmall Expence the Engliſh and French broke the Forde 
vf the Spumi Monarchy, while thus employed àgainſt its own 
Sudzects. This was the firſt and great Miſtake of his Reigu, 
is Miſtake which how much ſoever he might repent, he could: 
vert repair; a Miſtake that was equally fatal ts his own-Pove, 
anll uſeful in creatlug a Diverſion to his Neigbbours, hO but for 
this Miſtake would have run a very great Hazard of | 
-likewife his Subjects. 1 T6 39194 Ic 


| 3 4 7 0) MW 

*n» Another great Miſtake committed by Philip II. was hib e. 
fdering+in/ the Adminiſtration of Affairs, his own 'arbiticis 
Projects only, without the leaſt Attention to the Welfare of $i 
Subjects. He faw bis Dominions daily thinned" by the Loſſes 
his Army ſuſtained; he faw the Trade of his People decline, 
. heavy Load of Taxes which he impoſed; he 
faw' likewiſe the naval Power of his Kingdom continually fi, 
from his employing almoſt all the Shipping and Scamen in hb 
Dominions, in a Variety of Expeditions, many of which we 
| unſucceſsful; in reſpect to the Views that he propoſed, and all of 
| them were exceeding ruinous'to the Spaniſh Nation 
| He had no: Conſideration of this, but acted as if his People 
| had been Brute Beaſts, in which he had a Property, withovt 
being under any Obligation to take care of them. He ns ſo 
mate a Politician, that he did nothing without a View, 

and thought of no other Views than his own ; by which he ſtript 
his People of their Wealch, without providing for their Supply; 
which made an Malian Wit compare him to a bad Horſeryan) 
who rode his Beaſt hard and ſeldom gave him a Meal's Neat. 
It was to this Principle, that he owed that Firinneſs, or rathet 
Inſenſibility, for which he was fo famous. 15 * 
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He ſhowed no Emotion on ill News, becauſe he was careleſs of 


dhe Lives and Fortunes of his Sudjecta; and how much ſaever 


he might feel bis on Diſappointments, he had no Feeling; at 
all for the Sufferings and Misfortunes of thoſe arhom he eu- 
ployed, but regarded the Loſs of them as a Thing of Courſe, 
and ſcarce worthy-of | Notice. the nito Hf οαε 
„A third Error in the Conduct of this great Prinee, uns the 
over-rating his own-Power, which led him to-undettake:(evertl. 
great Projects; without giving binaſel Time to execute; 
one of them; by which be multiplied the Numbat of his Ene 
mies, and put that in the Power of many, Which could have 
been executed ſiagly by none, As for, Inſtance, he attacked 
England while he was engaged in ſubduing the Low Cuuntrieit, 
and in the Midſt of the War this dre upon him, he brobe with 
ren 501d dne bor Winti 3. em N 
Thus one Project embarraſſed and eonfounded another, by 
which in the End they all miſcarried,: except the Conqueſt of 
Fertigal, which he committed entirely to the Management of 
the Duke of Aba, who reduced the whole Kingdom in fifty» 
eight Days. This ſhews what be might have done, ifohe had 
proceeded: ways in that Method; as his ſending tha Duke uf 
arma to the Relief of the League in France, lich gave nie 
Dutch an Opportunity of recovering their Affairs; is au event 
Demonſtration that be failed in his other Deſigns, by: undertaz · 
ing more than one at once. 7 S018 AO 21524019; 
-1:Theſe/Projets- are all ſufficiently well known to the Worid, 
as well as various Expeditions he cauſed. to be: undertaken 
againſt) the Tuns, and other Infidels, and ſome occaſanal 
Diverſons made by his Forces in Ialy. In reſpect to all theſe; 
the Spaniards pleaſed themſelves with romantick Speculations, 
ſuch as that the Sun never ſet in their Maſter's Dominions g 


. 
* 


that while be meditated in his Cloſet at the E/curial, the Plans 


were laid there, by which both Hemiſpheres were governed, and 
* of Spain awed at the ſame Time both Europe and the 
rn bea 26 gige: 46 nn $9541 d 
Deluſive Dreams of boundleſs Grandeur ! which made but 
very poor Amends for the dreadful Diſtreſſes that theſe ambi- 
tous Purſuits bad brought upon their exhauſted Country, and 
Which, ſerved to ſhew us, that the Examples of Princes 'an$ 
frequently as Fatal to their Subjects as their falſe: Politicksyby 
inſpiring them with the ſame fond Paſſion for extenſite Domini⸗ 
ons, which ſwell their own Breaſis, and ſa make tliat the Object 


of both their Wiſhes, which; is equally deſtructive o both their 
33 5% CoM eee 


it muſt however be acknowledged, that towards the latter E 
of his Life this great Politician altered his Views, and our 
Regard to the Peace of his Poſterity, began to think of ſecurtb 
that of his Subjects. In order to this, he gave the Lau yas 
tries in Dowry to his Daughter /abella-Clara- Eugenia, whon 
be married to het Couſin the Arch- Duke Albert, in Hopes tha 
his might bave drawn back the Inhabitants of the revolted 
Provinces to their Duty; and tho' tis Contrwance failed, ye 
ir wult de acknowledged that it was very well conttived, and fa 

A Mals. of. 03 aer Dboog 2607 "I, „ ils 
a very fair Appearance. he n 
Doe took Gare to diſpoſe Matters for a Peace With England 
and if he did not conclude it, it was very probably in obey 
of making beiter Terms with her Succeſſor, if Quee Elias. 
derh had died. But in Regard to France,” which he found fe. 
edvered Strength on the Concluſion of the Civil War, and 
Henry IV. being peaceably ſeated on the Throne, he made 
Haſte to compromiſe his Differences, that he "might leave his 
Dominions quiet on that Side. As to Portugal, tho“ he ob, 
tained it by Conqueſt, be ſought to * preſerve it by, 4 fer 
mild and gentle Government, and laboured all that lay in 
his Power to make the People conceive it their Intereff to 
continue united with Spain; which might probably have beeg 
effected, if he had not put his Son Don Carlos to Death, who 
Vas like wiſe the Son of Mary Infanta of Portugal. But the Pecs 
ple were ſo averſe to the Spaniſh Dominion, that their Prieſt 
Put into thelr Litanies a Petition to God to deliver them from 
wr Topping. 
Tbus it appears plainly, that Experience ee Ih 
who was very juſtly eſteemed a conſummate Politician, 'of 
former Errors, and'in'a Manner forced him to ſee that the true 
Greatneſs of a King does not conſiſt in Conqueſts and extending 
his Dominions, bur in governing thoſe wiſely which” he juſtly. 
poſſeſſes; and in making his Subjects rich and happy, rather than 
rendering his'own Family gret. 
His laſt Error was committed when he was very near bis End, 
and was of at others'the moſt excuſeable. He flatter'd himſelf 
with the Hopes of governing the Spaniſh Monarchy after his 
Demiſe, and with that View drew up a Memorial for the J. 


* 
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4 
1 
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frucivn of his Son. Vain and ambitious Thoughts! fas the, 


French" Hiſtorian "Mezeray very jultly; for all Princes will go. 
ver according to theit own Fancy, and have little or no Reg 
tothe Maxims'of their Predecefſors. 
„Ale died on the r3th' of September 1 508, after a Tong Reign, 


# 


in "which" ke obtaiged the Repuration of a en and Wie 
Prince; tho, as we have ſhewn; he left his Kingdom much 
: | 8 weaker 
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er than he found it, and his Subjects imporeridbed to; fuck 

4 1 75 as made their Recovery 1 ag Ms: we: Conduit of 
Ws Succeſſors, rendered it impradticable,; © 26:1 
"His Son. Philip. III. was a Prince endowed. 3 all the 
irtucs requiſite. to hate rendered him happy in, private Life: 
My without thoſe Qualities which, were, neceſſary to, make {a 
17 Wide or to reform the Errors of his Father's Governs | 
He, Was naturally of a quiet and a oſition, 
071 be had the good Fortune to c..nfide 1 whole 
Talents, if they were not great, were at leaſt ſuch as enabled 
bim to « lo mugh Good. 2 l brig 
"This Was 1 Duke. of. Lerma, durin 2 Admiofiration 
afoli Peace, Was, concluded with England, agreeable to the 
Na g Cop neil. of. Phili II. He alfo made a Truce with the 
Ach, 7 laboured all be could to 9 bring the 1 of the 


and rema kab 
ME Wy $ 0 wit an unforeſeen 1 ROOT 
BET 
from 58 vain and abortive. 1 
0 bad been the 9 of bis Father to leſſen. 7 
aj to abate the; Credit, 155 the Grandees, whom he hate, 
"7 hp, no Doubt, had as little Reſpect for him; but; Philip 
ſued A, Foqerary Conduct, he had an Affection for the 
P's 
t 


ation, A4 fo incere ReſpeQ for their. Nobility, whom 
erefore he brought into his Counſels, and employed in his 
Affairs; wy it Ps fell out, that their Notions were direttly 
n to. thole. of the Miniſter; they thought bis Love of. - 
75 a We. akyeſs, and his forming no Plan for extending 
ke Dowlnons of 7 5 425 phe beet from the Glory of the 
Grd -" and by entimepts of the. Prince who: 
had futnbled' | them, _—_ FT the Syſtem. of that Goveray; 
1 0 nder which they had OY Credit, they, made Wa 
for gew, Miſchief, od, forced; the King upon e 
ert to bimſe f, and La A an o his Subje&s 
One al theſe * the mol diſtinguiſh'd Tranſaction action. of his. 
. and; at the lame Time the gh fatal; 0 that from 
h Spain derives part, of. that . Miſery under which che la- 
bours at preſent... 'This was the i intire. driving out the Mpriſcos, 
at the” eſcendants of the Moors, that inhabited the. om 
anada and the Countries agent, 49 the Nutaber, c nine 
hundred thouſand Perſons, of. a all Ragks, Sexes, and, Ages 
Pretence was, tat they Were "Ailaffected. and — 
10 4 Chriſtian ele, as being fill WW | in their ; 


Hayy, | 
"FF in 


| ifs 310. 7 | 
Vs ta i this. no. doubt there was a Bf Leal 'of 19 | 


EB 
Philip I, his, Anſwer always was, - Veni other 5; Meth 
for this of impradticible, | "Yet... 1 th s Reign, it Was 
only reſo y'd_ pon but put into 23 Þ we by Jo 
— & of Country, and that too the -moſt ee 


Nie the moſt fruitful (becauſe the 0 , art 0 
Treat Kivads i 2 bf 115 
29 5 For” whatever thele . were wi 
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28 fined at Ny bis WE by 2 9 it No. 8 If $ 
BY After F Dilgrace, ſome. Troubles. broke out, 12 It; 
1, proved very detrimental to the Spaniſh, Intereſt; [it 
85 hly probable that the new Miviſtry would have "en 
ng into an new War, 8000 his pacific 1 
olition, if he had not been removed by Death, which 
IF on the laſt Day of March 162 7 Ke 
125 "| Pklip4V- foeceeded bis Father in the Flower & 10 $ fe 
id the, 7 Action of his Reign Ea to Ke 
1 for Government. had interp fab 
„Prince 8 Aſturias, in Favour of a entleman 9 5 
8 Murder, "and had obtained his Father's. Pr NN 
„With. which the Relations of the Criminals Thich ed, 
1855 not l Haſte to take it e Form” Ne the' Ki 
eath, the Proſecution was renewed, and the pew 115 
Je Exceition. Thoſe. who had ſollicite 1 for 4 | hem 
+, Wer, amazed, and, reprelente 15 his 1 Marty te 
15 — 5 conceived, of. his e, 2 
„hilt a private”. an, ſaid * „ thy . Was 
8 for Compaſſion but now am a. Kim i 1 i, n 12 
oa wth Juice. All Antiquity, does n Maga 12 ſh. U. 
2 more ſenſtble ot worthy of 4 Wafer ; but * 
70. Fanc farmunt ay ant. * 
8 1. 55 his. rn s. 4 e og oh 1 ben ay 
103 155 e Duke I He 2 the unnatur on e.. Duke of 
Lernla,. and one 91 4 armelf Petſecutors 'of. his 1 7 
„This was certainly vg bus foon after 2 ſpoiled the Ca — 
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placed at the Head of it; but he had not Time" to execute 


: the Houſe o Auſtria, to obtain an vniverſal Monarch 

e Deſign of it was to humble that Houſe to ſuch 4 

0 lte ſuch 4 perhicions Notion” out of her Count 

1 leaſt to put te Accompliſiment 1 intirely out as, 

t Power, by artaeking her, and that, r on all Sides 
at once, This was — 1 

ol the Ballance of Fower, When 5 5 in Taub the onyx el 


0. de withltood. Hence * the Fic Ioparti 
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e of all his Fortune which had left him, even, by 
Na and Severity e of the” forme lining; and this 
was. rel) wrong. If it had . from 4. Diſlike of 
avourites, | and a ſettled "Reſolyrion of adminiſtring the Go- 
gg "Kirotelf, it had been in ſome Meaſvre | xcuſable ; 
„t very ſoon. "appeared t that this, was very far belng 


Caſe. 
1 Olivares ko the Rank of Prime Miniſter, 510 Was 
1 wel known in Hiſtory by the peculfar Title of the Cunde- 
, and delivered 2 f up to him intirely. It canhot 
howeve! "be denied that be was a Jy of KH Genius, 
which. appeared by the vaſt Deſigns be formed. almoſt as = 
be came into the Miniſtry, or at leaſt as ſoon as be was 


Then,” for as it fell out, his Parts were better employed. 
We have ſhewn in ſpeaking of the Affairs EE, the 22 


what were the Views of the other Branch of 'the Ho 


Auſtrig at tis Tithe, and in our Account of the laſt KK bh 
"have taken Notice, that a very ambitious Miniſtry ſi 
Lage and quiet Adminiſtration of the Duke of Lerma, to v 
6: "muſt "now md, that among the firſt Steps taken by the 
pew Miter, the ſupporting the Emperor was one ; the break- 
the Tree with the Dutch another ; and the moſt TIE! Mt 
each. of the Treaty of Marriage with our King Charles the 
Fit then Prince of Maler, who made a romanth & Yoydgeto 
Ka to fetch the Jofanta, a third; 
Ry muſt however be confeſs'd, that theſe N were 
eeable to the King and to bis Council 1 ſo that they 55 
ey ſpeaking, be Talteely laid at the Door of the 
"ig they Ae ene Tbeſe Meaſures having diſcbliged 
17 'of the preat owers in , occaſioned in 1625, 
League of Mignon, in which tho there is little Men bk of 
FUSED Hiſtories we had our Share as well as in the Aff 


"that oec alioned K. _ 
This League was the Effects of the arabitious' 2 8 


f perfectly A e modern Doctrine 
Dochide thi can preſerve pubſick Liberty, and binder 
State from fwallo wing up another, till ſhe dea to ON 
98 .CNEOU» 


"raging 
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d di hat Itten;about:; 
og and Kan A ky wok . li — = — 
ones in eng Minds, | as have more than once 
to 


; 


. * 4 Dec; 


«Tt Wer „Keck Pen of this Plan that. the; Dutch attack 
Bxuſil; th France and the Puke of, * lde Re. 
p AN bnd; the "Engliſh, Cadiz; the King 


ag . roteſtants A prays the 7 eter ep bn * 
tr ae 


ev 12 0 the 7. e ſupplied. the Mars. with Ale 
d e for attacking the Faroe of Mamara und 
n chi 4212010017 
28 cette. dlar this DeGon was very well lid, adh 
is t on where Allies re made up of fo. many Parties, 
alot 10% Par was. carried into Execution: ſo that=Gever/' 
any tWU Powers ſuſtained a greater Shook than then Emperor.” 
e Ne this Confederacy. The Couruge and Genduct 
of Olivarex, however, contributed chiefly to divert this: Storm, 
and Break its Force. He ſent a Fleet in Time to:Braſdg1 that: 
recyvared frotn the Ditch the Bay of Al. Saints, and the Tun 
of gt: 8 he aſſiſted and deliver d the Genye/e; from abe 
Danger that thiearen'd them; his Emiſſaries excited ſuch e 
louſies* of the French in the Minds of the Criſaus, as deter- 
mined 7 — Fl make Peace with \ Spain, and-.to,conſent;that _ 
Popictf Reffgion ſhould be eſtabliſhed in the Halteling, on 
REN Was reſtored to them; the Fugliſß miſcarti 
they Ana i oh; Cadiz, the Dutch loſt = important Tens 
of Nun, the King of Denmark was beaten at the Battle df 
Lutter, and the Mors fail d in the Siege of both, the Fortreſſei 
of #: and Mara 2, 3) 22963009] bu 
This bug to ny nie the Reputation of. the Miniffer to: 
the greateſt 1 y 2 againſt bim was ſo 


ſtrong and? 11 8 ace R es infloenced him to iht 
excel 2 pers, a 50 Was 1 very n a 

o et of © 8 by keepin $09.00 „ ang, at the 
Hande, h he k leſſened ned his own red, ; 


Time pare fe gd vn F 
and af the Affairs his. M | 4" 4: bug z 
But after” al bis good: Nea be gate wiſtogk.abe eb 

of vl Goverhinent tnder his Care, ng. fuecceded a» 

g2in ho powerful 4'Confederae 


"EEE al le: e be 


crib 
> 5 
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Facy, he 375 bimlelfy, that he Ui 
Fei. wig 
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168 A 
much the Strength of the om wa: ne 
— formerly attacking and late an 1298 55 Powers z 
His Miſtake, ing 55 2 
cover d by his Circumſpection, vB. er by, bis Am 
jut as n Patient at gets ober 4 Fever is 2 12 
S that attends i $54 for want 5 { 10 
2 in this Time of Profpet 
pain he * had ſaved His Ntr 
ab but by negle ching this, jr ha ri ta, pers n 
t Feat wich an infirm and waſted Boe » ihe mat Wall 
ſenßble of the Weskneſs of the " Spaniſh N. he eben 
all Parties took thelt 2 The ALE 22 
intractable, the French made eſts on Ws Side . 
Frontiers, the Catalonians e the Portug rye tf 1572 
Deut of -Braganza, King. Great Troubles tollo ed. in Kaus 
for a'Fiſfierman's Boy at Naples ſubverted that Go ERR, Is 
three Days} and might have made himſelf Wos — 
the Kingdom, if the de had been as. calily governed 
they: were inflamed; ' ne = 
80 many Misfortunes upon "the Back of each- other, comte ne 
pelled the Spaniſh Pride to ſuit itſelf to the, Circumſtances, o., 
No Times; in Conſequence of which, a Peace was made with 
the Dach upon their own Terms; "and they were . $1 
ledged to be a free State, after Spain had ſpent in ready Vd. 
ney thrbe hundred Millions Sterling, in labourin Watte ater a 
them}; if their Accounts may be depended upon. IM French 
made peut | Acquiſitions inthe Low Countries, the War, — 2 
talma ruined that Province, the Subjects of pain in ah greõß 
1 and the People of Portugal maintained their lgde- 7: 
pen ney. g & „Mn X 
The: Gade Hue all tbis Time kept bis Maſter in ſuch pros 
found I orance, that he knew not the Diſtreſſes of his Goveru : 
ment, all Europe rung of them. But at laſt this fell haa 51 
vy opon the Miniſter, For the Queen, at the Perſuaſion. of the 
— having once broke the Ice: Complaiats ee = 
varez.came from all Ranks of People, and all Quarters of, he 
Spam Dominions; ſo that he was torn from the King, wha; 
directed him to tetire à mall Diſtance from the Gourt; he 
obey' d; and if he Fg have been idle, be might baye: reco- 
vered bis Power, for the King Was inclined to recall bim. } 16} 16 
But he ſpent "his" leiſure” Hours 114 Writing an Apology 2 2 9 
his Ad on, in which he thewed Gat vv Wit in * 
fe n_— than he ad” ever done Pridenice is Cop gal! 


yy 134 1 
ibis. revived - and. exaſperated the,M f 
Enemies; to fuch a, 17 that the King b x 
nich bim to a; greater Diſtance | om m Court, 'w here h 
gyiſh; aud Diſcontent, ſoon. killed him. In the. Sf erſon 110 
Donde / Duke de Olivarez ended the Spi pirit of the A deinillraj 
fox none that ſucceeded him were in gf Degree; equal to 1 
Employment, or the Circumſtances pf the State, 
be King had been. ſo long uſed to devolxe te, Cars 
18 upon another Perſon, Wat he very ſoon. 
Choice of a new Miniſter, Dor Lewis. de Haro, a Men d 
very moderate Capacity, whoſe Views reached * far 184 
maintaining the Government in its uſual, Order; 1 whos 
only Ambition, was, to keep his Place. 
of Spain was now dead, for Cardinal Rickey bad 


1ar-Averſion, to that Country and People; 40 85 
1 


Mararin was of a milder Diſpoſition, and 
.Dowager of France was inclined to put an En 
pues between the two Kingdoms, which was preciſely xy 
Spaniſh Miniſter moſt earneſtly deſired. 

„The Truth is, the Kingdom of Spain could. 
WW ar no long ger, ber Armies were wore out, 
Were exhauſted, many of ber Frontier Places . 70 nd m 
of them. run to Decay ; the American Commerce fallen. 

below what it was, and the dependant . and tri ujar ry 

in ſtaly falling off every Day. Upon this,. 1 legouiatl 0s were 
-fetion. Foat between the two Crowns, but it Was a. Jong Lin 
before they were perfected, and then the two, 1 5 W 
have an Interview, as the. Miniſters allo. had,, upon ch 12 
ber of their reſpeQtive Dominions. 

There was one Thing propoſed at the Begining, of "i 

Treaty, which, made his Catholick Majeſty yery.-unealy ; # 
this was the I oh of his a the 15 0 1 ber 0 


TY it 


fooght of 97 which 8 00 
4 | bear. oth as or, Bo Hime be W other Th 85 5 þ 
-- biſters per ſuaded him that this was an 8 Appr Fan ſon, 
and that At nothing but this Marriage could render ee be 

- Which they were: re embark, folid and ſecure. | _ * 
hBeſides, the King was extremely ſet upon luciog, 10 
tugal, and his Miniſter made bi beli jeve, that a Peace vil 
* France, would put that abſolutely. i his Power and that i 
vans in vain, to, hope the Accompliſhment of it any d 
Way; ſo that at laſt he was overcome, and cank ben 0 
the Interview, and alſo the Marriage, both which foon ak 14 


TY] 


% ok Place ; "to wich the War made agiift Spal by Croneihet 
15 he Loſs of the 1ſland of Jamaica, and the Afliftatice- de gars 


cench in the Low Countries, greatly contributed. 
This famous Cy of the Pyrenees was concluded Ne 
1 ee sd, by which the French" were left in Poſſeſton 
Por a great Part of their Conqueſts in Flanders; Artois, Hainault 
Wind Lyxcmburz ; but moſt of the Sea Coaſts wete 'reſtored'tb 

bis Catholic Ma 7 the very important Port of Dwikirk'onl 
Wexcepted; becauſe ft was then in the Hands of the Eng 
WET bc French likewiſe teſtored' ſome Places they had taken in the 
Milaneſe, ſeveral Fortreſſes in the anche Cumpte, or County of 
e, that they ſtill poſſeſſed in Calama. This 
as the moſt fair and equal Peace that was made” in all che 
laſt Century, and thoſe Poliriclans that annex true and juſt No- 
W tions ts the famous Term of the Ballance of Power in Europe, 
mean with reſpe&t to theſe two Crowns, the Treaty of the 
Pyrenees”; as with reference to Germany, they mean the Tred- 
-4 of We/iphalia ; and in regard to the North, the Treaty of 
Oliva, | ad onde er 
Al Eneroachments therefore upon this Treaty, by the Power 
of Hance, have been with Juſtice conſidered as" deſtructive of 
that Ballance, which can never be reſtored any other way wan 
by tendering the Crown of Spain independent of that of Frante, 

0 
g 


and br 1 Things back to the State they were in. But not- 
withſtinding"this Treaty, Fance continued to aſſiſt underhand 
the Portugueſe ; ſo that notwithſtanding the whole Force of the 
Spaniſh "Monarchy was, during the "Remainder of this Reign, 
etoploy'd againſt that Kingdom, yet it was to no Purpoſe; nd 
; ſerved only to ſhew how much it was weaken'd and impairtd, 
and how | le Proportion there was between its Strength then, 
and in the Reign of Philip II. when alone and without Allies, 
It was formidable to all Europe, . 
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tid better Apprehenſions of Affairs, than any of oft by wiay 


he was governed. ner. 
He died on the 1 2th of September 1665, 0 4 Reign of 
h 


forty-four Tears and upwards; during all Which the Power 
Sain had been Sradually declining. He left behind bim 
only. Son, under the Tuition of the Queen his Mother, andy 
Baſtard by an Actreſs whoſe Name was Calderonp, 'whs after: 
wards/ made a great Figure in the World, under be. Tie g 
Nba Jahn of Auſtri ia, was the very laſt of "that Fa ily remal: 
able either for Courage or Abilities, and of whe 1 we &@ 
hereafter have Occaſion to ſpeak more largely, gl 

The Queen was very far from being beloved by Ke Subj 
becauſe the-retained fo ſtrong a 2 for her Ountry, thy 
ſhe» ſcarce admitted any into her good Graces that were tot 
German. Her Father-Confeſſor, a Jeſuit,” whoſe” Nate 74 
Nitard, governed her abſolutely; and the firſt Thing the 
was'to'raiſe-him to the high O: e of Tnquiſitor-Geher: ; thay 
which it was ' impoſſible 125 her to have done any thing mare 
diſtaſteful tothe Spaniſh Nation. 

Beſides his being a Foreigner, and a German, there as 100. 
ther Circumſtance, which made his Promotion both illegal ad 
odlious. It is an eſtabliſhed Rule in regard to the hol, 19055 
that down to the meaneſt Officer elonging to it, 1 No 
muſt have his Family free from Hereſy, or even the Su 
Hereſy; whereas it was very well known, that Father 1 ot 
Parents were both Proteſlants. 
One would think this was a very ſmall Matter ; * bun iu l din 
one may be ſure it could not be confideted in this Light, om, 
the following Inſtance : A poor Prielt of the Province of Cal 
cia, who was never out of his Country in his Life, P eſented 
a Petition, deſiring ſome" Favour from Philip II. "Th "Man's 
Name was Martin Lotoro, but 'vnluckily for him, the” 
vho drew his Petition wrote it Litero; the 725 no fo: 
ſawiir/ than he rejected it with” Tadignation. 4 , Bd be, 
of Juch a Name deſerves uo Fav. a 1 
The great Hutry the Queen was in to e ti Cena 
Prisft, brought a Cloud over her Adminiſtration ic ius vey. 
Daun, Which was never diſnpated ſo hong as ſhe held the Rews: 
of Government: For it js the Character of the a ſoon . 
that . they are ſoon offended, they art not y 
ciled; an beſides 'they' are naturally averſe to the "3 
of Women. 

Charles II. dhe laſt King of Haun of the aufe g, fr | 
was not full four Years of Age at the Time of the Decedt ö 
of-the King his Father, who HOnge' he left his "WE : 
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1 
be of Auſtria Regent, appointed at the ſame time a Couneilz 
r as they call them in Spain, a Junta, without wboſe Advice 
ge was to do nothing of Importance. Tbis Council of State 
oaded of fin Perſons, four of whom had Seats/ therein, in 
ats of their Dignities, But the. Cardiasl of Arrugon, being 
WW that Time Archbiſhop of Toledo, and Inquiſior- General, the 
Queen prevailed upon him to reſign tHe laſt of theſe d Places 
WE: favour of her Confeſſor Father Nitard, who thereby ob- 
oed a Place in the. Council of Regency, and conſequently. 
ad a | e the Government, which by Degrees he tu, 
ls ingroſſed. Inet or 46911. 1 5:3£950) 3vat oon 
| The” cen, by her Influence. over the King her Huſband, 
A prevailed upon him on his Death. bed to take no more! 


J 


ice of is natural Son Don Juan, than if he had nat been 
be World; which, conſidering the Cuſtom of Spain, where 
e Baflards of Kings have higher Rank, and greater Honours, 

paid thern, than DANY other Country in Eurape, was a ſtrange 


hing, and at the ſame time the moſt impolitick Step! ſhe; 


— 


ould bave taken; ſince after diſobliging the People, by prefetta 
g Father Nitard, ſhe ſhould, never have given them a Head, 
ore eſpecially ſuch a one as Don Juan, ho was already ad 

uch conſidered in the Kingdom, as if he bad been the lawful- 
Brother, of the King. | - 2} or ob 08 
It muſt; be 4 that the Spaxi/þ Hiſtory, and to ſay the 
ruth, ſcarce any Hiſtory preſents us with a more inaQtive! 
dr inglorious Reign, than this of which we are ſpeaking. But 


3 or all that, the Events that happened under it were ſuch (as 

Fl 1 40 it ſhould be perfectly well known, as they had a ſtrong 
. "fluence upon the Affairs of Europe; and as for want of being 
0 equainted with them, moſt of our Writers have given us falſe, 
75 dr at leaſt very imperfe& Notions of the Spaniſb Government 
be nd Nation, at the Time of this Prince's Death, and the paſ- 
es of the Crown into the Houſe of Bourbon, which we have 
% een made to believe was in Conſequence of -a forged: Will, 
% HE" againſt the | Inclinations of the People; Whereas, id 
N act, neither; of theſe were true, as will clearly be ſhe wn to 'the 

ende Reader of ibe following Hiſtory, which we will be- 
1 with ging impartially the Characters of the principal Per- 
„ ens concerned therein, and purſue the ſame Method through! - 
5 e whole of this important Perio . ae 1,07 
t. The young King, had a great, deal of Wit and Spitit for a 
70 bild of his Age; and though the Education given him was 
* ay indifferent, yet his Parts alone enabled bim to difcover a. 

5 deter Genius for Government, and a greater Capacity than, / 
1 nber his Father or Grandfather. How he came to — theſe 
d | arts, 


— 
—— — — — 
* 
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Po has reduced the Kingdom of Naples when in Rebellion; 
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and to grow equally, feeble in Mind and Body, will be 


Parts, 
| accounted for hereafter. His Mother, the Queen Regent, Daughs 


ter to one Emperor and Siſter to another, was intirely devoted 
to the German Intereſt, ambitious. to the higheſt Degtee, fon 
of Power, Which ſhe was far from knowing how-to uſe; 
little capable, of making a right Choice of thoſe to whom 
L : found herſelf obliged to confide in F CHtOial 218711 
Don Juan was in the thirty-ſixth Tear of his. Age, of 
middle Stature, an eren the 5a. 
1 to pleaſe that Nation, but not ſo mipch:185: to 
Iiſpaſt Strangers : He had an excellent Edueation, great Puts, 
was Wile; brave, learned, and withal a very fine Gentleman. 


ad governed all the Saniſo Dominions in italy, witliatbe 
itle of Vicar-General.; had afterwards commanded againſt | 
e Portugueſe 3,and at the Time of his Father's Death;iwas 
at the Head of the Privy Council, from hence the Quetnire; 
moved vii, with an Intent to have ſent him into Flanders; 
or which Country when ſhe concluded be was embarked/ the 
thought fit to 6/4 his Favourite Don 7o/eph Malladas to be ap- 
prehended: and ſtrangled two Hours afterwards, by à Warratit 
under her own Hand. 7 ul ted iy LI20EY 
Father Nitard was a Man of à very moderate Capacity, 
who knew how to govern the Queen, and to make his Gd ut 
to ſome of the Grandees, by flattering them; one may:gpels 
at his Character by the Apology. that he publiſhed for hig 
onduct, in which he thought he ſufficiently acquitted bim: 
If of the Death of Malladas, by alledging, that at the Time 
happened be was ſaying his Prayers. Don Juun was Rt 
Barcelona when this was done, and was no ſooner made ac: 
W eg - with it, than he returned from thence nearer 140 
id... "079 „ ieee L23d iy 5 22k 9 - 2308 Sd 0018 
The Queen, who was extremely provoked, cauſed his Se> 
22 to be ſeized, and baniſhed the Prince himſelf; but theſe 
Mealures had a very bad Effect. The COMMON - Pedple in 
Spam are born Politicians, and it is not eaſy to conceive with 

what Freedom, and with how much good Senſe they talk 

publick Affairs, which: however, are no where worſe manag 
than. in that Country. In all the great Cities, the common 
Diſcourſe of thoſe Times was, that they were an undone 
People, their King a Child, the Reins of Government in the 
ands of a Woman, and by her committed to, thoſe of 4. 
Stranger. One may well perceive, that theſe, Diſcourſes were 
Jet very wide of Truth, and that Things could not go ex- 
y well abroad, while they were in ſuch a Dil 
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Home; and the Fact is, that they went in ſuch a Manner d 
— * hardly poſſible they ſhonld go worſdj-7 10t b5inuon3s 
A young Prince of the Abilities and Quality of Don Nan, 
inet very well how to manage the Temper and Piſcontents of 
the Mohitude, fo as to find his Intereſt thetein j and there foft 
be took Care to feed the Malecontents with Hopes, to give them 
private Informations, and to hint to them from Time t Time; 
Promibes of Prote&tion'; till at laſt their Clamoiits roſe-ſ6 3 
that he took Occaſion from thence to repreſent boldly to dh 
Queen the whole "Kingdom was in a Ferment, Affairs bot 
at Home and Abroad in a declining Condition, and that n 
Remedy could poſſibly be effectual, but de Pete ut inte 
2 % Chunnel, which muſt be begun by ſending her foreigr 
Miniſter, Father Niturd, out of the Kingdom. Lin 
The Queen, as it might well be expected, took this very 
much amſſe, and gave Don Juan ſuch an Anſwer, as Thewed 
plainly, that ſne meant to inſiſt upon her Authority, and to puſſi 
this 28 far as it would go; a ſtrong Proof of which "tis 
gave in cauſing Patinho, Don Juan's Secretary, to be arreſted; 
which bad no. better Conſequeyee than making him loſe all 
Temper; ſo that in the Beginning of the Year 1669, he ad- 
vanced very near Madrid, and ſent the Queen ſuch Meſſages, 
ab gave her plainly to underſtand that he was reſolved to carry his 
Point. tf ado | 4 YN ONW 
The Queen then laboured by fair Means to divert him, but 
u was in valn: He had not about him above three hundred 
Horſe, and yet with this inconſiderable Force he gave Law) 
the Government of Spain. About the Middle of the Month of 
February Things came to a Criſis, by a very ſhort Meſſage he 
ſent to the Queen, to this Effect: That if Father Nitard did 
net think fit to go out at the Gates of the Palace, by the twentys 
ſixth, he vol come in Perſon and throw him out of the Win 
Sed boos 1-8 | "IF 3300 90 0 
It was then that the Queen ſaw, that notwithſtanding her 
Title of Regent, ſhe had little or no Power; for ſhe attempted 
to put the City of Madrid in a State of Defence, and the Peb- 
—— to obey her; ſo that much againſt her Will ſhe was 
orced to ſend away her Confeſſor, as ſhe did on the twenty. 
fifth';"and he went directly to Rome, where ſhe gave him ſoon 
after the Title of Ambaſſador from the Crown of Spain, 
Procured him a Hat from the Pope. Upon bis Promotion, B 
Vrote à very civil and even ſubmiſſive Letter to Don 7 
in hopes of paving thereby his Way for returning into SR, 
bat-that Prince never anſwered his Letter, and ihe Cardidab 
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very wiſely dropt a Deſigu, that appeared to be pat 


= 


The Queen, after taking this Step, in to remove Dua 
Juan out of her Way, and that ſhe might find Means of — 
porting her Authority, thought proper to declare him Viceroy 


of Arragon ; and this for ſome T ſeemed ver well to anſwer 
her Intentions, that Prince-retiring thither, an himſelf 
with Diligence to diſcharge -the Duties of his rr 
the mean time the Queen found out a new Favourite, a Jah 
Gentleman, whoſe Name was Don Ferdinand de Valenzuely, 2 
Perſon that ſtood no Way W Birth, Service, ot 
any great Qualities. 
| He came to Court in no higher Rank, than that of a Noble. 
man's Page ; 2 he made his Addreſſes to the Queen's F 
married her, and thereby came to have a large Share in ber 
Miſtreſsꝰs . roſe by very quick Steps to the firſt — 
ments, and became as abſolute, and as much hated a F 
as Father Nitard. Several of the Nobility who were — 
in the Queen's Intereſts, repreſented to her the bad — 
that muſt, naturally fallow, i too great Regard for ſoch 
4 Perſon ; but it was in vain, the Queen remain'd. Farah bet 
- own Sentiments, and theſe Remonſtrances had. no other, Effeft, 
| than in endea avouring to raiſe this Gentleman's Fortune ſo high, 
= it ſhould not be eaſy to ſhake it. 
theſe Sort of putes, while the A of f ib Kioghn, 
"overs daily growing worſe and. worſe, thanks Years — 
.,waked ; ſo that on the .gth of November 167 5, the 
-+declared -Major- according. 40 the. Laws Of- Main, ayj 
acquired the Age of Fourteen. The. nh wever toak thi 
2 Step merely for the Sake of Form, for ſhe b 
r to 0 the Adminiſtration. On the con 25 
ban Act to be drawn in the King's Name, dect 
boſunbegpE publick Affairs being .,too heavy 1 M ++ 
„his tender Age, he was deſirous, as, well. out 
Welfare of bis Subjects, as for ck ves 4 J * = 
of the ren in ns 


. tx. * 
Nene this Act. was r to. 
Fan 9. ſigu, he abſolutely re 12 fy ih rj ab 
n „ bapee that: God, from whoſe ofe Freche 
— ys ceive en will be graciauſly leaſed.ta; give me 
4 the Gaparity of goxerning the People he har ode 


6 wy! Charge.” This was a we {paken, al - 


2 


| e free; 3tid that oh fuch a Day they might 


| They obeyed ü, ths at ths ſame Time they 
| doubte@ Whether the King would be able to keep TEE 
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| t the A Mons of —— inee would boss betd l- 
able to this — —— we are * that his 3 — 
cu, that in a ſhort Time be apparently decline 
2 — and in Parts; and that — the Queen 


remain 'd in fol! Poſſeſſtion of her Authority 
e is hot 10 be ümaginedz tat im ſo” greata- Kingdons thet c 
- ſhouldinot de ſome df the Nobility who pteferved a juſt Regard 


for thelf' Prince and for his People t $06h as were in theſe Sen- 
ments thought ey evuld not take a more effetctuu Step, dun 
en de Seate that Aﬀairs were in d Dom unn, 
_ the com — —— 
written amy but at ſame time very 5 

* 2 dei vd ue earn of the King's Edu- 
CIO f 

b War 
+. rms % — 


01 "all theſe Meaſures dad —— 
ren — Power 0 


pk —— point that ſeemed to Mdrit | 
R the only Effect of that Authority Which ſhe 

0 und wits at fo truth Pains to —— 
T re had Retovrſe to aer Meaſure: 


themſelves to the and having tepreſented. — 5 ney | 
| Walen of Me Ales} they inſiſted more p — waa 
we Cirtomſtances of his Perſbn, Jeet! wry fart, Wit be s, 


n Ale better than a. Priſoner, Rab@the 

Marqbifs de Valenzuela n 

boch te de in hie Tritefeſts. by 7 284 — ? 
Diſeourfes 


made ſuch an net, 
that — — what Remedy could: 7 * 
"Which it" wits dardly anſwered, that the only A Mead 
''tb deliver Hindſclf, was to withdraw ſectetly to Bren Retired; ford 
: ai thither, and reform the — HWANG. 
' owned the "Thing was difficule, and they fer force Ide 
, that'they the better judge of "the Spir of el 
g told them, that in Spite of thoſe 


— 


Dot 
Juan Notice he expeRted to ſee him t Burn nne 00h ; 


The —— fore hes retired to his Aparinete — * 
eatlier han ulual, and about the Beginning of the Nigh 
tended only by o l wrapped: himſelf 


i 
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his Cloak, and walked on Foot to Buen Retiro. This ſignal Evan 
happened. in the Year 1677, when the King Was about ſixteen 
Years old. wet * 8 ay * 

It was not lon is Majeſty came to t inted 
that Don Juan, g aft waited not far off, was 2 pr 
Preſence, and was received with the Joy and Satisfaction 
imaginable. A total Revolution enſued; the Queen-Mother 
was ſent to Toledo, and there cloſely confined 3 in a Convent; 
ſtrict Search was made for the Matquiſs de Valenzuela, wip 
withdrew for ſome Time in hopes of eſcaping the Storm, He 
took Shelter in the Monaltery/ of the E/curial, but falling ſick 
there, was diſcovered, fut ſt fent to Priſon, next degraded from 
all his Dignities, and laſtly, ſent as an Exile to the Philippine, 
from whence he was to go to Peru, and to be there treated u 
a2 Slave. He behaved better in his Misfortunes than he had done 
in his Proſperity, lived to recover his LR and afieruar 
xeturn'd to Shin. 

It is impoſſible to eupteſi 50 rue e the Kingdb re 
ceived from this Change of Affairs; indeed it mi al 
been highly advantageous to the Nation, if it had got” 

a Change in Don Juan, who having now the Royal * 
in his owa Hands, thought of nothing ſo much as how to 

it, and to ſecure hi imſelf from any new Change. The Peace 

. Nimeguen, © in gy was inde, much to the Advantgge of 
France and at the Expence of Spain, raiſed 1 s 

tho” it was a neceſſary Step, the Kingdom being fo 

that the Loſs muſt have been ſtill greater if the 

tinued. Yet the Grandees were much diſcontented, I 
ple murmured, and Don Juan, found bimſelf more un 

the Head of the Adminiſtration, than while he, was exiled on 
Court. 

The King? $ Marriage was the next great Affalr brought upo 
the Carpet, and the Princeſs intended for him by the Queen: 
Mother, was the Em ror's Daughter ; but this being much 
againſt the Intereſt of Don Juan, he cauſed. the perf 
French Princeſs, Daughter to the Doke of Orle ag" 

into the King's Hands, with whom, on the Sigbt of that 185 
ture, he fell paſſionately in Love. It is (aid; that Don i 
afterwards repented of this, even before the png took place 
and inclined rather to have married the King S Infai # o 
Portugal. But his Majeſty adbeted to bis $i Chojce.; / 
tho! Don Juan propoſed in Council, that g8 this. Proel 
not the Daughtef of a crown'd Head,. it ſhovlbe inliſt 5 liſted⸗ 16155 
Har ſome of the Places e by the lat Treaty 1 67 
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. was quickly forme 


bats " 
Props 


1 
reftored to Spain ; ; ot the King, and the Grandees out of Re. 
to him, rejected this Propoſal, for Fear it ſhould become 

an Obſtacle to the yan. a) 
This Point bein 4, carried againſt Don Fran, an Oppoſition 
and tho?, ſo. far as we can judg e at this 
Diſtance * Time, his Power was bis s greateſt Crime, yet 
abundance of Things were 2 to him, particularly one of 
a very bigh Nature, whi Dy that he intended to get him- 
ſelf Moot Infant. of al, "which would have girea bim a 
Capacity of ſueceeding to the Kingdom; but when it is conſi- 
der d that he projected the King's Marriage, that he was himſelf 
ſmgle, and his Health declining, one can ſcarce ſee any Proba- 


bility in a Change of this Nature. 


hoſe who were moſt forward in this Cabal againſt Don 
Juan, formed another Project for recalling the Queen · Mother; 
and notwithſtanding all that had paſſed, found means by the 
Help of his Gonfeſſor, to bring the King to reliſh this Pro 


The Harquile 1 who was naw come a ſecond. ime 
Fry 17 from 


8.07 France, (Way alſo, drawn into. this 
arty, ; an 5 wean he gave Don Juan, potwithſtand- 
tle we Gg Mace was. originally. of his 


"which great Minds 8 


ing. gl conceive £4, un 
8 x 1177 5 Tis 
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2 in ſo great Danger, 
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E miſęrabl of his e 


"which i the Dogon bee 
= him Sat he pad done for his ervies, 2 


N r bg do mow, He demonſtrated to bim at 
Dea W wich, Maped 748 17th.of e 
9 his 2 25 es r sl I; concerning) his Deſigus were 
alum 11 mi Fot. his , Eſtate, which was: not very 
. e | enty Fae Ring 83 ee which were 
much more val ir opottion, her divided. between the 
7 W ide Queen Cor 5 
him expired the Geni Jeu the 570 Monarchy ; or 
eaſt, „ this Branch of the of Auſtria. T _— 
rs no Prime Miniſter, indeed ſoared any Miniſter at all; 
Fetretary of State for foreign | —_ was a Perſon put * 


Don 


lan, Tempore but he continued and ated 
becauſe the 1 at court behaved with ſuch V 
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Fed oy, 


"= Lhe 


each other that the 1 could not find bimſelf at 


appoint a Man of pr 


nk to that Office. 


The ſame Kind of hy rg ſpread itſelf eh . 
miniſtration; and as 4 Prbof * the Weaknels of tir 


a Marriage 


Indeed the 


| Iebrared 18 a Village of abqut twenty 
there was not one ene good 10360 


Upon which the Fate of their oi Kingdom, ad 


te of E in ſome Me e Nm 8 


only Senſe iber 


Grandees e wed 7 45K 'this eaten den den endeavouting 


to hinder the Frenc 
m tis — Ad bor factesd!"” 


Embaſl: adors from being preſent, and ex 


emel eaſed with their new neen vl 
e, whe ako ty we Way was Gran Ter 


ew out of Humour with that 
iefly becauſe ſhe Bad no Children ; but this did not 


our Charles I. and Niece to King Charles 11. K. rei 
Es however they gr : Ping 


hinder ei being more out of Humour with the” Queen-Mother, 
for Reaſons that have been before hinted, and'W Which it does gt 


became Pr: 
a, was the Keeping at Madrid ſo able à Miniſter as th 
74 mg] 25 Villar, 
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je viſible 
ket dee in defendin; 


8. 50 
Tae: 


e more largely to explain, 
teſt Advantage that accrued to FFarce from this May 


o looked thoroug Ny ako all the 
1 ok COLES nn of bee 
better t co o, than his Catholi 
bis CoubeD, 3 appeared by the. Meafores be 
"withont CBiJdren, * a freſh War breaking 
, the ſtrange 9 eakneſs $ of the "or Monat 
to Alt Ec * 72 M and Dich Fores 
rovinees in the Lov 


e Ic Fei 0 gether covered 
e her 

RO 9 ag Es n.4 

ſons q vi "Ext 

8 in | 


82 


1325 
who remembering the Services that Spain hed done him, and eon- 
ßdering the Ballance of Power in E«#opey | upon what 
he obtained; and Lewis XIV. knowing the Value of a 1 
at that my conſented the more gly to what was 
xecuted what he c lente d to wth unuſuaf Po 

ality ; bn ane he Ba the Reputation of good Faith was of Cen- 
ſequence to him at that dae, th than the * 
have been. 
It was for the very! fame Reaſon pn that he weed the, Crown 
of Spain with mote, than ordinary Reſpect, and . 90 
culty of paſſin 8 by ſome Inadvertenries committed bis Fron · | 
tiers, which he would have reſented at any other rige. The 
Spaniards did not ſee this, but ateributed 22 Car of ew Allies 
and the Complaiſance of their Enemies to the Grandeur of their 
Crown, at a Time when it was ſo far funk, that the Fig could 
not find Money for bis ordinary Journies in the Covntr | 
when! they were inſulted even by the ſmaller States of Wwe, 
of which we have given a ſurpeizing 2 
of Pruſſia. „But this is not at all wonderful, | 
doms as well as in great Families, Pride riſes roy oy 
Circumſtances are — be gr Of | Pricccls 

The in 1 had m a 
ag whom he had no Children, Kn lealth of 

clining ly, all Eargpe ſhe wed more Concern for the Succeſ- 
flag than was diſcovered even in Spain itſelf, This Had been the 

u Motive to the late Peace, which-was qu By followed by 
72727 aty of Partkiou, in Respect to whi the Sineetity 
f all'P nies 5 — ey juſtly. called in Queſtion, It is be- 
% and not without >undation, riot with the 

made by France, of keoping that Preaty a profound 
Rees, ſhe gave private Notice of it to the Spaniſh Miniſtry, 
who were exceſſively alarmed. 

This ed an Inquiry lets the Title of the Elefraf 
Prince Bavaria, which the Spi Lawyers held to be good, 
notwithſtanding 2 Renunciatior was made on Purpoſe to barr 
i; \ Ind uin as the lt Blow: gien w che Hbpes of the Im- 

; and a very home Blow is whs, for it decided two 
2 . Flrſt, char Neamneſs/ of Blood” ooght: te be 
derod ; and'nexr, that uo Ronuneiatian evuld CI 
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ſbeond Treaty of Parthien, ootaflined | 

E frm —_— ah þ 1 ny 

albas, 888 to the Geurt of Spain, | 

defited: Rffect; for. his Cunkolics Mkjefy; an 2 bis Mi- 

Ha ue took a Reſolution to defeat this —_— = 
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4. Diviſon, and to preſerve the Spaniſh mm entire for the 
nega rs: though as yet they had not ined who that Heir 
vou . . 5 . | v | 

It is certain that the King was inclined to the imperial Branch 
of the Houſe of Auſtria; and it was the Knowledge the Cour 
of Fiema had of his. Inclinations that induced 2 to reje(} 
both the Treaties of Partition. But France had a powerful 
Party in the Spaniſß Court, who: infinuated to the King that 
theſe Treaties plainly proving the general Opinion of diſin- 
tereſted Courts, that the French Family had a Right, or at 
leaſt a Colour of Right, they very eaſily prevailed, that the 
Validity of the Renunciations by which this Right was ſup- 
| Sp ta be deſtroyed, ſhould be examined and decided at 

me. 1 181 5 8 N ( 
The Piety of the King drew him to this ; and there was 
nothing at all in it repugnant to Policy or Juſtice, the Religion 
of all the Parties being conſidered. The Pope appointed a par- 
ticular Congregation to examine this Affair, and notwithſtand- 
ing the exigency thereof, that Congregation went through it 
with all the Circumſpection that its Importance ſeemed to de- 
mand.. At laſt they came to a Point, and: determined clearly 
that the Renunciations were void, at leaſt with Reſpect to the 
Poſterity of the Princeſſes who made them; and for this Deci. 
ſion they gave many, and thoſe very plauſible Reaſons. | 
- 'The Determination of the Court of Rome did not arrive a 
Madrid before the Month of Auguſt 1700, 'when the King was 
thought by thoſe about him to be very near his End. The Cars 
dinal Porto- Carrero, who was at the Head of the Miniſtry, 
preſſed his Majeſty to loſe no farther Time, but to fix this Point, 
on 3 the future Tranquillity of his People ſo much de- 

* $f x1 WA | | 
Perpbat Cardinal, and the whole Council, were inclined to pte- 
fer the Houſe of Bourbem to the Imperial Branch of that of 
Auftria,: tor various Reaſons.. Firſt, becauſe from the late De. 
cilion, the, Right ſcemed: inconteſtably in that Houſe z nen, 
| becaule. it ſeemed the ſureſt Means of diſappointing the Treaty 
of Partition; and laſtly, becauſe they had felt ſo many Incon- 
veniencies already from the Dependence of Spain upon the Em. 
pire, that they! could-pot; by; any Means think of taking ſuch a 
Step, as hould · at once increaſe this Dependence, and in al 
human Probability fix: it upon them for ever, if it ſucceeded; 
and, if it did pat, -leave. Fraice at Liberty to diſmemben their 
Monarchy, white they had not ſa much as a Pretence to d 
the Aſſiſtance of their Allies, who had in the moſt ſolemn 
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Manner acknowledged the Juſtice- of the French Pretenſions 
by the two Treaties of Fartitioo. 

But tho? the Spaniſh Miniſtry agreed in this Point, yet they 
were extremely; divided in another. Some were. for. calling 
the. Duke of Aion, the Dauphin's ſecond Son, to the Suc- 
ceſſioa; while others were beiter diſpoſed to the Duke of Chur 
tres, eldeſt dont the Duła of Crleamt, afterwards Regent of 
France by that Title. The Rœaſon upon which the former 
pay went was this, that the Right to the. Crown of Spain 
being in the Dauphin, he might certainly, if be pleaſed, tranſ- 
fer it to his ſecond Son 43 and the great Argument urged. by 
the latter, was, that the Duke of iChartres might very proba» 
bly be agreeable to the Maritime Powers, and prevent any 
Diſputes about the Succeſſion. Vet the Conſideration of the 
power of the French King, ande the Improbability that he 
would employ this Power in favour of his Nephe w againſt 
his Grand-Children, got the better of the laſt Reaſon ; and the 
Members of his Catholick Majeſty's Council of State agreed 
to call the Duke of Aujou to the Succeſſio n. 

It was with great Difficulty that the. King was brought to re- 
lich this Propatition ; but after reflecting on it ſeriouſly, he 
directed his laſt Will and Teſtament to be draun; im the Pre- 
amble of which: he recited the Invalidity of the Renuneiations, 
and the inconteſtable Right of the Dauphin, whoſe' {ſecond Son 
he declared. his Heir, requiring all the Subjects of the Crown 
of Hain in all Parts of his Dominions to acknowledge him 
as ſuch, immediately upon his Demiſe. In Caſe: of his De- 
ceaſe without Heirs, his younger Brother the Duke of Berry 
was to be called to the Suceeſſion, which failing/the: Crown 
was limited to the Arch · duke Charles, and after him to. the Duke 
of Savoy and his Children. | brows he” 
This Will was' figned, with all the Formulities upon 
the 2d: of Ocheber, and this Fact was generally kno , but the 
Contents of the Will were kept an ablolute Secret: The Im- 
perial Miniſter: Count De Harrach had no doubt that: the Suc- 
cellar appointed was the Arch- duke, and was therefore very 
well pleaſed the Thing was done The ene Miniſtur C bunt 
De Harcourt, who. had: à much bettet Interaſt wit the Spaniſh 
Grandeps,. received: ſuch Intimations as kept him eaſy und ihe 
Miniſtry, for thtir on Security, gave: private Intelligence of 
this! Exent to the French King.. d- 051 14, 
After the ſigning his Will hia Qathaliek . Majeſty grew better, 
and continued ſo for about a Fortnight, chen relapſed and 
expired on the zbth of October x:300, in che 3th Year of bis 
Age, and the 35th of his Reign, which he had ſpent very 
| | Y4 unprol 


328 
unproſperouſly for himſelf, as well as for his Subjects, and die 
very uneaſy, as having a juſt Foreſight of the Miſchiefs thy 
his Death muſt ineyitably bring upon his People. He was f 
ſooner deceaſed, than the Grandees aſſembled at the Palace in 
order to open his Teſtament, and the Imperial Minifter way io 

ther alſo ; but was amaz'd to hear at his Arrival, that thy i 
Duke of Anjou was by the late King's Will declared his guc- 
ceſſor, of which he gave his Maſter Notice as ſoon as it wy 
in his Power. Nan „ r 

The Regency appointed by the ſame Will took them 
the Government, x4ry — inſtantly Letters ol Felicts 
tion and Invitation to their new Monarch; but tho? they agreed 
in this, yet their Harmony laſted not long. The Queen Dowager 
and. rhe, Inquiſitor- General, who were both of the Regency, be- 
gan to cabal againſt their-new King; but Cardinab Herre. Carrer 
remained firm, to this firſt Principles, and labourect hard to pet. 
ſuade all the Nobility of the Neceſſuy they were under of at 
taching themſelves unanimouſly to the Intereſt of King Philip 
Of the Conſequences and Effects of his Exhortations, we ſhall 
peak copiouſly hereafter. 

But before we quit this Subject, and enter upon the Hiſtory 
of the next Reign, it may not be amiſs to take Notice of ſome- 
_ thing new which may be ſaid upon this Head, tho" often handled 
by ahe ableſt.Pens, and conſidered over and over again by the 
greateſt Politicians. . The Reader will pleaſe to obſerve, that 
the War, to which an End was 2 by the Peace of Nimeguen, 
by, which, Sgain loſt ſo: many Towns and fair Countries 
in the Nethenlands,, was commenced by France under a Colour 
of that Right the King had by his Wife (notwithſtanding al 
Renunciations) to thoſe Places, and to many more which be- 
longed to him by the fame Right. * 


e <Q = _ 


This was. ſaid to ariſe. from: the us Devolutionis which pre- 
vails in Brabant; and Which in few Words is this: That 
where a Man has two Wives, the Heirs of his firſt. Wife, Male 
and Female, are Heirs to each other before the Children of 
the ſecond Marriage; and therefore upon the Death of Princo 
Balthazar, his Catholick Majeſty's eldeſt Son, the moſt'Chril- 
tian King claimed theſe Countries in Right of the Iufanta Maris 
Thereſa, Siſter of the whole Blood to Prince Balthazany in 
Vertue of the, Zur: Devolufionis,) i 4 

There have been e- Volumes written on each -Sidp!'of 
this Controverſy, wich which I. ſhall not meddle at all j"but 
tale it. for: granted, that the Right as well as. Power, ws 
on the Side of France. I ſhalt alſo take it for granted, that 
the moſt Chriſtian. King and his Son the Dauphin might . 
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: fent Catholick — if he pleaſed, might have — | 


W the Duke of Anjou was called to his 
| — he foreſaw would be 


W ceaſed King or not; but from the previous 


—_ oY 
as they did to the Duke of u, all the Rights ; from 


; =_ it clearly follows, that Philip V. was the Re 


ef the Infante Marie Thereſa; and had a jolt Te to all 


Wh cr Rights 3: from - whenee | think there cat be nothing plaſnes 
e more tinconteſtable, than that all the Countries an 
e e by the Treaty of Nimeguen, belonged of 


ight to the late King of Spain, and belong now to his pre- 


them to his Brother Philip, and thereby provided him a 


eulement, which would have contributed not a little to the ge- 
W geral Tranquill ty of Europe, | 


As ſoon as his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty was informed of the 
Death of King Charles II. of Spain, and that his prong top 

1 — 
- for maintaining him in the Poſſoſſion of that Kingdom, 
diſputed by the Houſe of Ari 
and its Allies. He called indeed for Form-fake a 
cil; to conſider whether he ſhould aecept the 


the Frontiers of Spam, and in the L Countries, it evideraly 
appeared that he had long before reſolve& what Part to take. 
Yet it was not till this Councit had decided in Favour of the 


King came into full 
a Manner that muſt 'be no lefs 


5 


The Maritime Powers were 
preateſd Difficulties ; the Elector of Bavaria admitted the French 
Troops into the Netherlandr, of which he was Governor; and 
he Prince of Faudomont che for King Philp aeg. Te 


vas this determined both England and Holland" to 


for the preſent, and to acknow King Philip ; and | 
William and the States General actually wht Letters 
Feliciation- upon his Alu, norwithtending” they at the 


4 


2 . 
F to conteſt his Title to th 
It cannot be ſuppoſed: that within the narrow Bounds pre, 
ſcribed to this Article, we ſhould pretend to give the Hiſtory o 
the War, occaſioned: by the Acceſſion of Philip V, nor indeed 
is it at all neceſſary. We ſhall content ourſelves with db. 
ſerving, that when the Grand Alliance was firſt formed, then 
Was nothing farther propoſed than the obtaining a proper Bani 
— Dutch, and a reaſonable Equivalent for the Houſe o 
y ria. 8 ett 17 r 
But after the Arch · duke Charles had aſſumed the Title of King 
of Spain, and the prodigious Succeſſes of the Allies in the Begin 
ning of the War had raiſed their Spirit and Hopes, they had pro. 
jected no leſs than the entire Conqueſt of the Spaniſh Monarchy; 
and after the Battle of Turin, by which the French and Spaniard 
were obliged to evacuate aly, there is ſcarce any doubt to be 
made that they might have carried their Point, as by the Afil- 
tance of the Porty they were become Maſters.of a gret 
Part of Spain, and even of the Capital ; the Auſtrian Party in 
that Kingdom having done as much or more than, all thing 
conſidered, could well be expected. 1! MIN 

. But no Care being taken in the Autumn of 1706, to ſend 
over proper Reinforcements to the Aſſiſtance of King Charles, 
King Philip began to recover Strength; and in April 1707 the 
Duke of Berwick, who commanded his Forces, obtained 6 
total a Victory at Amanxa, and purſued it with ſo much Spirit 
and Diligence, that before the End of the Lear; the Face of 
Affairs was entirely changed in that Kingdom. 

It is indeed true, that after this the Allies made a conſiderable 
Progreſs, and in the Month of Auguſt 1710, gain'dithe Batte 
of Saragoſſa, which opened a Paſſage for Charles III. to Madrid, 
igto which City he made his publick Entry in the Middle of the 
next Month; but the Diſpoſitions of the Spaniards. were nov 
changed, and they adhered ſo firmly-to King Philip, that before 
the Cloſe of that Year, King Charles was again, after: loſing 4 
Battle, driven back into Catalonig. 1 tf oh ods To 

In the Month of April 1711, died the Emperor 7o/eph, ml 
thereby left King Charles III. the ſole Heir Male of the Houſe 
of. Auſtria, which altered the State of Things extremely; be- 
cauſe it appeared now equally dangerous to give the S u 
well as Imperial Dominions to this Prince, or to leave them 
a Branch of * of — —— remained no my 
pedient that e be thought of, euting one or 
of theſe Events. r 2 3 


Ta - -- - 
The Houſe of Auſtria was at this Time in Poſſeſſion of the 
paniſb Netherlands, and all the Dominions that had belonged 
J that Grown on the Continent of Zaly, which gave an Op» 
Wortvoity to. the French Court, to inſinuate to the new Mi- 
Wiliry in Zng/and the Neceſlity as well as Expediency of. put- 
Wing an End to ſo long a War upon Terms agreeable to 
ee firſt. Scheme of the Grand Alliance, and this in the End 
Wrought about the Peace of Utrecht, which was concluded in 
ii 4. «1 q QY wx ** 5 
by this Treaty King Philip yielded to. Great Fritain the 
own and Caftle of Gibraltar, and the Iſland of Minorca, for 
ver. The Kingdom of. Naples, the Dutchy ↄf Milan, and the 
et of the Spaniſb Dominions in Italy, together with the Ifland of 
Sardinia, and the Low-Cowntries, to the Emperor ¶harles VI; and 

he Illand of Sicily with the Title of King to the Duke of Saumy. 
It muſt. be allowed that the Treaty of Utrecht was liable to 
reat Exceptions; but however, the End of the grand Alli» 
ance was in ſome Meaſure anſwered by it. The Crowns of 
rance and Spain were divided, the Power of the Houſe of 
P 
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ſuſtria conſiderably augmented, and the Ballance of E 
In ſome Meaſure ſettled. But notwithſtanding this, King Pi 
as not left in quiet Poſſeſſion of his Dominions, to which 
e Emperor ſtill kept up his Claim; and the Principality of 
atalonia, and the Iſland of Majorca, though evacuated. by the 
ſuſtrian Troops, refuſed. to ſubmit, and were not reduced. 
without a great deal of Trouble, and much Effuſion of Blood; 
ſo that the Force of Spain ſeemed at the Concluſion of this War, 
Fexhauſted to ſuch a Degree, that there was not much to be feared 
from her, notwithſtanding her being left in Poſſeſſion of a Prince 
of the Houſe of Bourbon... Fern 
lt was the Policy of Leuit XIV. to match both his Grand- 
ons, the Dukes of Burgundy and Anju, into the Houſe of 
Savoy ;. and tho? in the Inſtance his Policy ſeem'd to be 
disappointed, ſince the Duke of Savoy took: Part with the Allies 
chroughout the whole War, yet his Daughter the Queen of Spain, 
by her engaging Behaviour, acquir'd the Affections of the Spa- 
xiſh Nobility, and thereby contributed not a little to maintain 
ber Conſort, on the Thrane. 
She died the 1 gth of February 1714, and leſt behind her 
two dons; Don Lewis, born in 1707, who became King of 
Spain by the. Reſignation of his Father; and Don OG 
bon the 23d of September 1713, who is the preſent King o 
Hain. By her, Deceaſe King Philip was left at Liberty t to 
ſtrengthen his Intereſt by a ſecond Marriage, Which he con- 
Uuded in a few Months with the Princels Elizabeth Dante 
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r 
en als expert Heck of Pee, wic fü 
o e t Heireſs o , which 
way made with a View to revive the intereſt of the Houſe of 
Bourbon in Maly, which had been in a manner extinguiſt d by 
re an be 
new rou er Power, 
who was afterwards fo well known by the Title of Cardin 
Mberoni, and who is frill living. This Man, who mult he 
allow'd 2 reat Genius, projected the Reviyal of the Spar 
Power, — Recovery, of her talian Dominions, at a Ting 
when the 12 thought very difficult, and the Jatter - 
peared totally impratticable. 

It is true, that he did not abſolutely ſucceed in this Scheme; 
but it is no leſs true, that he came much nearer it than ay 
Body could have imagined ; for he put the Affairs of Spun 
into fuch Order, that the had Fleets and Armies 2 of 
alarming her Neighbours, with which he actually recover i 
Sardinia, and would have recover d Sicily, if che Brit; 4 
Power had not interpoſed, and given ſuch a Blow At, 
his Catholick Majeſty's Maritime Forces, as ruined, "hi 
Schemes at once; and which was ftill more, obliged his Mi 
ter to part with him, and to accede to the Quadruple Alliance 
which. was ſet on Foot to ſupply the Defects of the Treaty of 


fable wy to fix the Tranquillity of Exarope upon a more 

e Da 

By this Alliance Sardinia was g e thy Phil of fe 
tſtead' of Sicily ; but ar the EE Time 0 . 
E bis Catbolick Majeſty's firſt-dork bis fe 
eond Wife, ſhould facceed w Parma and Tuſemy. in 1721, 

a, Marriage was concluded between the French King Leuir 


Nene the Infanta of 4 , which, as we have ſhe wu elke 
not take Effe but another concluded at the ſame 


1775 Prince of: wins ſp pen fur 
. e of Orleans Regent of 
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1 
2 follo be died, in the eighteetith Year of his 
ec. Gio bin Far, a6 wells of tm BK 


| OFT EEC Lewis it was judged, that in the 


al and Courſe of Th his Brother Don Ferdinand 
— ae ee him in 288 ; but the Fear of a 
Minority, and ny ſome other Reaſons, induced the Span;- 
ard to prevail upon hilip V. to reſume che Government, which 
be did, — Reluctancy ; whether real or feign'd, is hard 


to d 

. himſelf 2 cloſely to Buſineſs, and being en · 
treamly provok d at the ſend ps, jr ak back — the Iufanta from France, 
be began to meditate new Deſigus; or rather ſuch 
were infuſed into his Mind ares bi Queen — his Miniſters. 
It is generally believed, and not without good Grounds, that 
Cardioal Alheroni, who was then at Rome, contrived that ama- 

zing Scene Which aſtoniſti d all Europe ; at leaſt it is certain, that 
it was manag d and tranſacted by one of his Creatures, a Man 
born to 42 a Figure in unquiet Times, and who, as he de» 
ſerted the Service of his Country, no other Prince ought to 
have * 9 | | | 

This was .the 1 Ripperda, who negotiated the Treaty 
of Viema, by which, the Emperor Charles VI. and King Philip, 
in whoſe Quarrel ſuch Rivers of Blood had been ſhed, fo 
immenſe Treaſures expended, run into a cloſe Alliance for — 
mutual Support of each other's Intereſt, againſt thoſe very Pow- 
ers which had ſacrificed ſo much for the — of 
both. The true Motives to this ſingular Meaſure are by many 
held to remain ſtill ſecret ; but it ſeems pretty evident, that the 
Views of the +a were immediate, and thoſe of Spain 


5 e 
Company which he to revive the Tra 
the Low Countries, For nce of his old Friends the 


Dutch; the latter — — pen ar Don. the Imperial 
Don Cork by mr 


Po on from the flattering 
iog the eldeſt 2 at preſent car fo 
ary, would become the — — that Branch 
2 as binaſelf had been of the other, by which 
92 25 — his Engagements with Fraxce. 


more extraordinary, conſideri 
te e me in ch it Ne when both France and 2 
Maritime Powers were labouring to bring about in a rational 


end effecwwal Manner, fuch an Accommodation as tbeſe Mo- 
tacks hay (and if we "ey lay it without Indycency) in> 


[334] 1 
canſiderately clapp'd up, with Views only to- their 
1 2 — this Viemia Alliance, by, 
itime Powers, and Pruſſia, enter'd into the famous Tn 

of Hanover, in order to provide for their own Intereſts, wich 
they thought could never be latk, while this unnatural Conjuth 
on ſubſiſted.,”7 1 599 1g 
. The Ernperor and the Gabel Kiog or tathet his Quen 
\ (forthe was at the Bottom of alf this) ſeemed determined i 
perſiſt in the Execution of Schemes from hence the y expedhl 
to derive ſuch mighty Advantages } but the Hanover Allies wn 
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mining all- Differences by a Negotiation, which Produced th 
Congreſs at Shins? N 

This Congreſs Was opened on the 14th e „ 
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Tothe' 'Pranqdill ity of Europe, all the Powers vf vieh arb f 
much concerned both by Intereſt and Treaty, in be rep 
non of the Syſtem in that ODuntry, that Ade! eye 
them to ſuff᷑t any Variation without ha dete Rr 
in Order to ſet the Ballance right again ö ww 
An Referente” to Portught, ir. 13 Sela the >Intereft”of 
to live” well with ber- and in the cloſeſt Correſpondent 
polgible; ;* berhuſe though that Power can be >noformidadle 
Buer by herſelf,” yet Caſe the Enemies of this Crown ene 
ieh Sohfederacy againſt Spain, ſhe is able 10 give) ber ms 
Unesfiheſfs than any" other Potentate : as . 2 in the 
2 War, When the Allies' became -once>'Maſters'd 
a, rely" by being” engaged in Treaty ith thoPym | 

« wr") MIT 20; rf Tas WIEN" rf SRC 0 £309 
775 bene SEO wens win the Situation of Portugal i 
ſuch as muſt naturally tempt an! ambitious Prince? o th 
ne of Span, te aſpire: to che Gonqdeſt of itz yer cnn 
aübtious Priners; if they are wile; will weigh the Riſk they 
* Ln e, wy — it "will er = 
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ſabaut running the Hazard of bringing the Wax, into the Heart 
di on Dominiems; which, is ſucb 4 Hazard, us certainly; 
D. prodent, Prince! will run, for the, Sake of any Advantage 
aver f Ic ven if it were not, as in this Caſe, it muſt be, ate 
nded with the-moſt and flagrant Iniuſtic es. 
re Emperor of Morocco, and the Piratical Statas af Barbary, 
evahs been conſidered as hereditary Enemies of the Grown, 
Van, and perhaps they: are the oni Enemies, againſt whom | 
amd can exert their Force; and that compafible with, 
We: Circumſtanges! of, their Affairs at Home, agreeable to their 
* Loterelt,! 20d withaut exciting the Jealouſy of their Neight 
Gurs The Crown of Spain is already in Poſſeſſion of Ceuta, 
, ud ſome other Fortreſſes upon that Coaſt, which ſhe ha 
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derable- Addition, to — gn ge 10 ar O 
t may perhaps be hereafter in her Power to do ſomething. 
| — — all human Probability. 
au- b ver dene, it muſt be by a Naval Force, in Which a8 
8 — meet with no Oppoſuion from any re 
WP ot. ſo ſhe migbt hope for the Aſſiſtance of Portugal 

be alan States; and any Impreſſions the. could make qu thay, 


e becvring her Coaſts, the, preſerving her Commerce, and gh. 
enivingthe Reputation of the Spariſo Navy, which for a Cone: 
Wy paſt has been almoſt as low, as for the Century preceding 
it was both formidable and famous. 0 hi 
1, The-Eace of Affairs in Spain has been N 
—ů — — Wade Ei 
8 doubt ireaped-! it. dvantage S Hom the prodigiaus EATOT 
nude in cheir Favour by the French, who yet made thaſe Effarta 
n Fav our of a younger Branch of their-own: Royal Family, 
and dot as the Natural or even Political Allies of the Shan 
Nation z undd it s certain that ihey have been very well, pat 
for it ſigen. Rut the Condition to which; Shin was reduced 
both in Europe and America, at the Time of the Death 


fortune; to any People, than for their Princes ever to enter: 
% Thoughts: of -ugiverſal blonarchy, whethep by, aQually 

ig, | or by maintaining a general ' Influence over gt 
Nations ; for the former Method will iafallibly u them. 


— eee 
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tion, as to be able to, undertake, the 'Conquelt of . Partugak,. - 


ene found it difficult to pre ſerve; and though ſhe made f 
ost Attempts, yet has ſhe never been able to make any con. 


de;: would certainly anſwer valuable Purpoſes, and particularly” 


Sharet II is 4 Proof that there cannot be 3 greater; Mi: 
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without Men, as the latter muſt es gar leave them 
Money. Ie © Vusm 1972 34 17142 DAB SHOW; 

Aadesd Spain at that Time was left "without elther 105 

were not in ie important Fottreſs of Gibraltar," 

of Cannow fit) for Service; and the Garriſon Ad. not 

3 1 Men; yet in all Probabille cog 
2 Worſe Conditionthan the'teſt;” In flight; at tha Tit 

| the: Netddno din gelte cxhauſted+3"and if "the "Duſk 

had not — the g of 8] 


of the 8 
os Leſſon, 1 even'to that 4 


Mipority, we water fos France in ds "low: 7 Thom: i 
wb In at the Dcath of Charles the Second; for for the fame Cauſes 
will every where produce the ſume Effects. 
Before the Spiniſh Princes were infected Gi Nr ff 
2 Rale; we — — Yo" Cty 5 
my of twenty Thouſand Horſe, an h 
before the City of Grenada, when Ns King ce 5 
the More, and when Aragon” tefuſed to take Ec 
the Quarrel, This ſhows how powerful Ca 
the Addition of o my Ne Kingdoms and Provitices” ad 8 
America was diſcovered, © Yet it would be very ffn ' to Tod. 
elücle from thence, that Spain has been ruined barely” INE AC 
of Territory and by ber ſending Colonies to > en 
lier. When ſhe acquired l W Ree Were well 
and che has been fully paid in ee _—_ 
he has been at — 5 . Ahe 
ierthis, char vaſt Territories and immenſe _ Es 
ſeture a Nation from feeling Want of and finking l 


tandem? bo Beggary, | if die is governed by wink th 9 5 une 
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Re ok! all ber Grandeur, the e . e 
vwoete ſepurated at a vaſt” Piſtance one from ee . the 
had maintained a eonſtant Peace, and Dad fed in wor 
with- ker Neigbbours, ſhe might have kept ior? all, for . 
ſingle Power gurſt to Have attacked ber. Masten of this, th 
pre ur ade War on every Side, and forced chole the 
— — make themſelves both rich and powerful, by. eon 
to her Nuit. It Was the” Abbie and Tojltite of 
Spam th chat taiſed up the Maritime Powers, as it — 
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Anbition and Injuſtiee of Spain that loſt her many of ber;Do+ 
minions, and exhauſted the reſt. Theſe, are yery weighty. poli» 
tical Reflections; and by attending to them, v ſhalh cm 40 
conceive. clearly both of ber paſt and preſent Gendition. Ia 


= 
* 
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| Reference zo the former, we have ſaid; enough 3 in Neſpect tg 


the latter we ſhall; obſerve, that as ſhe, has, ſtill great Advansa 
tages, ſo ſhe {till labours under ſome. Inconveniencies. -. 
It is, or at leaſt it might be, a great Advantage to Spain, that 
the alone gf all the Eurapean Powers poſſeſſes Pominions both 
in the Eaſt and Meſt: Indie c, that have a direct and immeiatt 
Correſpondence With, each other. If this were properly iat: 
asg Jo gad improved, ſhe might 'raiſe, ber Revenues, Buck 
bigher. than. t is poffible under their preſent Circumſtances for 
ah other Pager ie de. She might, by encouraging ber Cent 
Ne ee 0 great Meaſure. to that Share in thei Zaj/t« 
N which Fenice has loſt Gace the Diſcovery of the 
Paſſage of the Cape of Good - Hope for by. wa ing the 
Commodities of the Eaſt- Indies to Acapulc hu, and from thenet 
to. Vert, Cra over Land, ſhe might bring them from thenes 
ind ain hy ber Galleons, at as cheap a Rate, and ing ag 
Hort a Time, as the Engli/h or Dutch ; more eſpecially if ha 
allowed her. Subjects either in the EA or. We/#-Indits, an 
open unreſtrained Navigation. >. bernd 582 
„L is due, that as r 
| not. yield any. conſiderable: Profit to the.) Spaniards; but 
this is entirely their own Fault; ſince if we conſider the Si: 
tuation of thoſe Iſlands, it muſt be allowed that they might, 
ealiy come in for à very large: Share of the Commerce of 
the, Eaſt: ladies, or at leaſt. for the moſt valuable Part of it. 
dame Corteſpondence they have already with China, and 
might hare a greater; no Country lies fo convenientiy a 
they do for the Trade of Japan; and there is nothing want 
ing td put them in Poſſeſſion: of all this, bot wikhdrawing» 
thoſe Reſtraints that are laid upon their Subjects in the ab | 
Indies, and ing, angtber Galleon to carry the Produce bf 
weir Trade to Mexico. The ſame Advantage might be 
reaped by rendering Vera ua, the Havannah, or even He. 
ms 4yres a free Port to their own Subjects ; for this w Oi 
draw ſuch a Trade thither, as would make the Iarercourſe ber 
= 5 M tudies before-mentioned both practienl and-ealy:; 
F mort Lime. bas 511 870. fl edt} m O09 
ro, would be more advantageous to Pain 3 becauſe ir 
wud give little or no Umbrage to foreign Nations ey 
15. woulc 


ders! 


tw 
odd curry on weft Trade to OI Spain as they of 
it would 94 ——— & gteater Vent 8 1 5 
nufactorcd; and couſcqucutly 1. 18 till 
| or to — and oppor Spaniards "#6 "hel 
It eight allo; at laſt. in 
:detayed Plantations.” As for Ex: Tags , pe, 19 * 
made the Staple of uch a Tel for which'i it Hes 5 2 
niently, tis would not o ony prove High hens Acta i the Id; 
Jof Luba, but d revive Itknes oF 33: 
—_ and Porto Rico ; and though is very probable 6, 1 
c and Dutch right come iu tor a Shate by an ili Trade 


— 4 is one of the Inconvenicuets to Which Pay \'be . 
ways expoſed ; yet even this would be ballanced KO. 


8 
| 4 CJoncern, that b bath the Englih and rr lh | ate 4 
: 'preſerving to the Spaniards what produced tho” in 2 d! 
way, an immediate and e Gain 10 e 


er any Provinces: in — ref de belt EY i 
the Trouble aud Expence, whict was cle 5 on 1 bY 
"thoſe ft Provinces | while in their Poſſeſion. | T 8 
Gamers; or” wight be Cainers, by the Change" 
Haly, Where, as Things now Gang, dinner 97 ans 
the "Hands: of Peſton ras From the * 'Crown © of 4 
be as advantageous as Provinces' annexed to the "Ring 1 0 bs 
be ſupported 'at much leſs Expence ; indeed without © 11 
peuce at all, if theſe Princes purſue only their 1 : 
Teſts, remain well-affeted to the Ballanee of Pee 
and maintain a fair Correſpondence with thelr 1 07 
Ahe will be always willing to live upon the beſt Tes 1014s 
le” with them. Another great Adana as, [hel 5 
ree from any Apprehenſions on the Side of 
"which we may 241, their having it abſoturely* in * for 
Power to be as free from Danger on the Side of the H 
of Auſtria; for without Allies ſhe has not the Re Sour 
mg) them; and if Spain will be content with 
Buſineſs, the Allies of the Houſe” of Ae 5 X 
— hers. All theſe Advantages are. ſo. el Uear; Wiat 
N mote Time about them. ba 
The Inconveniences that Spain labours unde 45 art ih 
hol: which ſhe has brought upon herſelf. The n ck eſe, 
is che Want of People; Which is "the Reaſon that h oth the it- 


land and Forchun Trade i ts in a Sen Meafüre Alive b 57 vin 
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TL ot e and could. net But be attends: 


. {a8} | 
Kt, Which, alſa for the: moſt part 150 ies are cam. 
noſed. wiber. cat P 13 5 from this; 
5. Poe h . 1 "ke Von ba by 
its, Rarrengel: s, b t From ant 1 5 Caltivatian., A, 
3 oven nee * he 15 be 1 r and unproporti& 
Wal alch. if "he "Eceleſiallicks AE and regular, g of which, 
25 ' great... gots, ag "his 1 ve been always held, they 
re no become Very lepſible, and wonld willingly. find a 
Remedy f, . if te conld.. ; Their, late Findet at 
Tv ace projecied, ſuch a Remedy, which though 
it 5 received in the. late. Reign, may he 


Time 
wich very 
Heel „2 Ng 74 
rs all; ih the qapital' and moſt dangerous ende 
wt 119 not being governed by Spaniſh Coun tels, for al 
trve Politicians win agree, that there is no; Curſe: can be fo 
den upon. a Feople, as io de made Tools. and. Beaſts of 
Burtheg to any other People, For the | firſt, Je, Years 
After thy, e of my late Ring, Phi ip, if e A 'M 
£ on ft an a Pre to Haug 
an ＋ ; ore "than & twent Years, ſince” —_ 1 been — 
| 14 Ys become. * Province . to thoſe which ſhe. takes 
for her own, Provinces, 1 mean the /talion Dominions :..for 
11 5 Already paid ten times more than N are 


ds the 5 55 part of that Time, In ſhort, the, Queen 
Dowager governed the King, and by ſo doing governed pains 
n 


was ſo fir 115 in 1 that all the Kingdoms and, Provinces 2 
I 


Seeg to "the. 6-44 ſhe has has. to her pen "lire wee 
Parma and Placentia. 3 39 
Oe never this ney Is taken away, the | reſt will be 
ew 5 ved ; Span, will em become. an independent. ang 
werfe ingdom. : France, inſtead of giving Laws to, muſt 
gurt ber z Fa Houſe, of 4uſtria would ſce her flouriſh whe 
out Envy, : and the Maritime Powers, inſtead of PTL 
as an Enemy, would behold her in the amiable Light o 
Penefactor, 2 and their Friend. Al this ſne be, and 
Hon; and if ſhe will not be this, it Fang be long before (| 
18. Ay, undone. For ſuch, muſt. be the Fate ſoonen or = 
7 ations, that are, obſtinately bent apa: purſuing Mealures 
lame trically oppoſite to their. own lotecelts: ,, Polti Cn. 
Futons are indeed ſtronger than Natural Ones, but, like ** 
1 
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Brady we 3 barraſſed, Ce vile mtg 


Fm Re MN. Ty — once her Marine: 0 Gl "reſto 
. fs for one of the moſt formidable Powers in 
er fill infinuated by ſuch as make this ObſeRtion,"? 
Wer ene there might be in che Polfticks "bf 
attaching berſelf ſo cloſely beretofore to the Intereft of Mii, 
there may poſſibly ſome certain Event fall out, which will mat 
a full Amends. for all this.; and xhich is more, may make th 
Continuance of the ſame Meafures paſs for ſound Policy em 
in the Opinion. of the beſt Judges. 
But in Anſwer to this Objeion wwe muſt obſerve, that it l 
founded - on a — between the Intereſts of the Crown, 


Vu the Nen o, Which is a Diſbnction that, 
ade, which not wilhiſtandit ing has been too oftet ma 

hier che Intereſts of many Nations, but eee e 

„have been 1 Ve therefore 


thor al chow 

that iT that * Yo a 
„It ver tu in 
new ene Wed of 8 et 


Intereſts natural and! ens che, to tile wow Fir 
only and fluftuating, In ſhort, we affirm that the Acceſhonsd 
Territory made by the two laſt Wars can be rendered benefid 
| only by purſuing the Principles before laid down z and 
the real Strength; Grandeur, and Proſperity: of the 
Qroun muſt be the Werk of Peace; and of that mild: uk 
and equitable Government, to which his preſent Catholick My 
eſty King Frrainand the Sixth is naturally inchinetl 3 and ff 
Pa Pruth oF-this "0 appeal to Time and: 1 th JERRY 
, erit 7). | Wins 
Wie are n 8 ; Soak of ahead: Kingdom; which was. on 
dar @'Provinee of he Spaniſo Monarchy, which e 
— edn Territory the ever made, it mofl imported her 
ve becauſe the keeping of it would have added 2 
to the vad Strength to che Nation, An Acquilitio 
wade by ons of the wiſ Prices that ever ſat on the i 
Thtone; wn Acquiſition, the." Importance” of which was thd- 
roughly - known, and an Acquiſition which 'pever: could ha 
been joſt, but from thofe Errors in Government which i 
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. e, more. a... King « 

0 24855 ed, while under. the EE lie 

k al 00 10 vac h. cnough.to teſume, defend, a 

7 at-preſent in ſuch à Con 

5 N it . 6 5 OA 

" 2 1 rp of ns — hes 

, PN? IL 5. aden 4a dd 

Alt mn Din 1 6 inn . FP Of Viet dach 

the "7 WR N 

ved * atv Sores HH aig eee Dr * De eee 
| e > Eran) vt as 

th 1 223 „d © HA P. XII. n 2 1 | 

m, e202) wo bo nlhaatn) rs) 98 ar fon KT: & mn — 

& renters Sitwation, modern Hiſtory, 


Ez 


7 1 7 75 Political Tnrereſts, and Con 27 W od 
i tbe Kingdom of PORTUGAL, /ince..the Sis 


Hoſe -of BRAGANGA, with. Res 


n The” Poſſibility "of re 
cetogucle, Intereſt. 1 the FMS 88. & 
2 Naval Power __ EUROPE... uns Io 


bo eon „„ ters i wer „t. e deen bags 4 lud 
St1i2ngd | JT; bas! Nn 5 CIA TEEN 
— — Adee diflin® Notion of e 
md Condition of the Portugueſe Nation, it is neceſfaiy 
thy ſomewhat of the Situation of their Country, which is very 
extended on the Conſt of the Atlantic Ocean about 
Wer hundred Miles, or ſomewhat more in Leigik from 
South to North, but ſcarce any where one hundred Miles, in 
Breadth from Weſt to Eaſt. The Climate is very ſine; ar 
the Alr eſteemed as wholefome as any in Furope, notvath- 
landing it lies ſo far South, che great Heats being 
Temperedby;the Sea Breeze. As for the Soil, it would be etery 
where extremely rich and fruitful, if the greateſt Part of che 
Country were not moumainous ; but notwithſtanding this, 
they" have, conſidering the Quantity of arable, Land, d great 
deal of excellent Corn in the V ales the Sides of the Hills 
r greatPleniy the 2 eee 


1 1. 
— TIVGz / 6 £ : : 471 + l 100 ** $65 0 


R KSK eee. ”'- 


— 
ew 


* x 4 
F< .42 


— 


n 


[ 354 }- 


of the Earth dig almoſt all Sorts of Metals, Gal 
Silver not exclude edy bf: the laſt mentioned they are believed tg 

haye oy. icheſt Mine in Europe, which: is that of wa, 
er hify dv ode Year with another, Silyer to the Valve of yy 
| dane pufand: Pounds. There are allo three great-Riverg, 
that aft ? Watering the adjacent. 1 9 Fe theaſelres 


gs 55 Ses in this e viz, the Douro, the 74/4, and he 


2 185 Deſcription,” the 123804 7 will 14300 bel baz 
its'Vize this Kingdom is mich more 5 e 
the Inhabitanrs allo beyond Gompartlon more us. Some, 
Writers would perſuade us, that the IM are Fa 

12 855 A. very corrupt and bad Sort of Pes 

e commqn Proverb, “ Take a Spaniard, field him of his — 
Walities, Which ale b few, and you make him a Portugueſe,” 
Thele Kinds of national Refle tions are, generally ſpeaking, az 
ill-fotinded as they are ill-natured, and ought, never to be g- 
EY 19 9 With A View: o refute them. In 1 Diſcoveries, 
A the Way, ſuggeſled the Hel ign. to . 

10 e wed themſelve 2 8 etrating and enterprizing, War 

e in the In 45 . the bell Pt are no lo 
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2 5 Ver! 1 5 of a Courage and Conduct that alte 
a ir zeviving, Nayal Power inErope, and camying it 
fo iy an 5 Height as they did in a few Years, ought to pro. 
cure them, with us at leaſt, a better Character. But there i; 
one ohe e relating to the Portug e the Truth of which. 
cannot be e and Wich is alone fa eient to eee a 
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1 JL _ of Gain ſeized this — and week 
the Relt of his Dominions, in 15805 but cople vere: 
equally, diſſatisfied. with his Title, and av to. 2 Spaniſh 
Government, which was 5 to "nies the Truth, the immediat 
Cauſe; of the Ruin af their Co It Was this that gh 
98755 to the Dutch to deprive. N of; their e 
the Hale, on the Coalt of 15 rica, and; in a great Meaſure, 
the Hiarils; for the Spaniards looking upon this-as. acer. 
| Kingdom; took but way ory: of their. e 

Tugueſe Nobility,. who h may, ſhewn. ſo much Coun 
and Conſtancy | in the 90 1 0 their native Princes, Were of 
from exerting ern the fame Manner for the Ven 
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. | 
Enge, who they plaioly faw neither uſed or wie wen 


It, 

il laft,- ello 5 ith the bad Behaviour ; of ſach uch 35: were 
ſent to gocern th a by 

throw off 1 "ps oke at all Events; and it ſo U gut, in, 
1640, that Opphrtoplty offered itſelf of ce into. 
Execution what hes ad ſo long deſigned. John Duke 200 Bras. 
ganga, Grandſon Q that Paky x who was Competitor with. King 
Philrp for chi b - by proved, upon tg, i 
— hefeditary Esta bb ere very little ſhort of. Ae 

of the Kin dom, 1 aſſerting of his Title to tie Whol, 

e the People NpF von rted Him Fs unanimouſly, that c is n 
8841 Rewöhidk bana in ancient or modern Hj ry, to, 
have been more Effectually, or more ſecretly: l about, 
or with leſs Effuſion of Blood; than this, from 9 e be Was 
tel to the Throfie" of Page by. the Title of 7 the 
Fourth © His Pabjetts: were no 9 lefs lead and conſtant i in 4 
porting hic upon, the Throne, than they had been uniyerſall 


willing and 7 to taiſe him to it, though the Spani ar. , 


1 War, in hopes of recovering this Kingdom, 

and ny k che Dutch, notwithſtanding they were then fight-! 
r por Libetties : againſt the ſame Crown, proſecuted; 

her berg in the Fuller, and in Bragil, againſt the Ports. 


giefe, 
it s true, that they loft feveral of their remaining ente 


went in Iſſa; "and that it was with great Difficulty 
pteſerved Oda, Bombay,” and a few inconſiderable 1 7 on 
the Continent ; but in the Braxilt they had better Foxtune,,. 
the People preferr'd their Government to that of the Dutch, . 
auc i 58 a thort Time they recovered all that they, bad thers; 


loſt. * 


We * obſerve that while the” ard were 8 of, 


<4 


the Pains, taken with them b 25 an ace 12 55 | 


from EA, &s ma 
cen fal * 7 


Fs 2 Joln 


the 'Court.of Madrid, they 6 ee + 
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5 ibe Tv; dicd in 1651, without ſceirig 20 Eid of "that 
wil which his Acceſſion had oecaſiobed. He lefthis' 5 
 nions to his Son pf I. then a Child, under the Tüte 
| of the Queen Dowager his. Mother. 'This e ihe on 
A "great | Advanta e, and nine Yeats” after obtaihed, 1 
Apptaranice | At ea, "Nt. a greater; for it e 
the Peace of the P. Yrenecf, th French who hitherto beth 
the warm aud Amelt the ſole. Al ies of Portugal,” engage d 
give that Cr3wn' ng farther Aſſiſtance; but cher their' 
Went for their own fntereſt, or the natbral Perfidy of thi 
Nation, induced them, in direct Violation of that Article; 6 
ſend the Portugueſ? greater Aſſiſtance than they b. 
under the Command of Marſhal Schombergh, an 
Capacity, that it might ad be laid, bis linge n 50 
valent to. a ſina!l Army. bas 90 


Wn 


among the Portuguef 4 "Procpt' : G that 88d d 
had the” whole Spanlſb Forer to or with,” yet the ee 
fended their Liber. ies, and gained two ſuch Vietorics'k 
11 1 mos and Villa Vicioſa, as convinced 4 
the Deſir, re of Freedom may over- ballance Spperionty y of 
bers. At laft in 1668, che French King Loui NIV. filz 
contrary to the Faith of Treaties, with a great Army upon the 
- Low- Countries, the "Spaniards found chem ves under it Neceſh- 
15 of makin "g Peace. with Portugal, which was done under te 
ediation of King Charlet II. of Creat-Brilain, who had nhit- 
, ried the Infanta Catharine,” Daughter to King Jh, . 
"to King Alphonſo; by this Treaty the Crown of 92 Ain reno 
*ced All her Claims and Pretenſions to that of Port 2 wor 
"ſolemnly acknowledged the Rights of the Houſe öf B 
1 which put an End to a diſputed Title, and feſtor'd Peack 4 
i L "Country, after a War, Fil at leaſt the TyterrapHof's of Peace, fot 
| al ' the Space of twenty-eight Yours! e ne 
| Apt info” VI. having attained the Years; che dot th Diſt 
4 lion Tf a Man, tcfolved; to take the Govethinient” 'bf 'his Do- 
1 minions ifito his own aud, tho" bis Mother bad ruled vil 
_ Prudence, and bimſelf coufd nôt Bk be latte bed of. fi 
wn” Totapictty, Which is fad to have" been owing to big 
Ho, that ſo much weakened bis Abies, both ju 
and Mind,” as td render him equally ub ei ie' foß dhe Hi. 
11 ine 4 Kids and of au Huſband,” Bur hid Favourites who 
14 122 ſugdecd bim to remove his Mother Lee ie bo 
1 died of Grief in a Tear after) from the Adminiftratiqn 
F of of As adviſed him — from Views of their * 
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10 marry 4 Delay ; and accordingly a Princeſs of Savoy 


ſhe bad cobabited with him Months, to retire te 3 Cos, 
vent for ie Preſervation, as the afficmed, of ber Honpur a 

be Iofant, Pon, Pedro, conſidering the, Ineapaaity/of hls 
Brother, the confuſed. State of publick, Affairs, and bis own 
great Peril, determined! by the Advice, and with the Allilt- 


- i. 


1683. 


bimfelf with that; of Regent till his. Brother died, which. was 


ww iS, 


bellen of all Foundation, in Trpth, ſince if Ben Pedro had 
beep dae to get rid of his Brother, and to make himſelf 


long after he wWas ſent to ee but as he did neither, but 
ceipe 


bowed himſelf. in all other deſpects a religious and virtuous 
Prince, there is no, Cauſe for giving Credit ta any of thoſe Sul - 


en 
Aa3 King 


1358) 


King Pedro 1 bis firſt Queen, ho bad been h; 
| Brother's Wife, jy 5 55 8 1555 he 125 52 | * 
| 6a 8 eixe 
4 nj Fan, Wy while e bs 
Was treated for her with the youn a J ha thi 
Was 5 ar, that the, ue Flee N 05 a 
to the 0 1 0 AL ger! to. br th | 
ridegro 1 that Prin anging ind, the 
retu 1 5 without, hi 1 the, 73 5 ſoon bf i 
ppojatment, the Prop 1115 9 7 dolle 
their Sovereign. 10 think of a $1408 artiage, which, in 
him to eſpgule the Perl Maria Sep 1 75 1290 
| or Palatine, by whom be bad, Idle A 
and 0 the Infants. Don Francis, Don 4 Rhee 
. 4147 YWIEY 4 D % 1 
05 ag continued for many Tears to. Qvern + 9 
Fra Juſtice and Moderation; and..as; a 1 
75 mo walks his People and his "Treaſures Tag 
de Re | of F his Brother, he Was very careful to pre 9 7 
55 e Agticulture, and to promote the 
h 0 eas. A 55 before the Peace of R 1 A he, ac 
Ro Edition to Louis XIV. but received A viwer,. 
an plainly enough that France was he 29 BY 1. 


Co 


ind of Diſdain. . The Portugueſe. Monarch. ought fit to 

y the Affront for the Fenk; ball it 1 ds co 110 

. {6 dangerous a Thing. it is for P N though, erer, 
to treat with any Degree be 5 mpt ſuch. as 
Sogiſedly equal to them in Race ho b jnferigr,in ſome 1 — 
an thole too. accidental Reſpe gl ah, baſ 
then Phihp V. eee the K Spar in, "the F or 

ni 'of Foe agree not only fp leg by 9055 


Kat. fortherl Nan high elf Aire, "and | 
Pe #1 ba Sea] Telolyed on 12 Part. Ry 
ye we BAL bow foot, and how ealily, he 55 
Vahe Forces of the two Crowns, he 5 
with Kin Phil, and ws 15 eaſohs 
Fade led Tine, BL 6 5 755 Rage Bi 
er; in the” next, 1 'gaye,am, Opportunity 
Fe ily, he wg 1 5 TIE. to. A, on, 1 
E 4 ta it reſen sf 8 
were ver beneficial to, His "Subj es 10 no! wit 


T: eech f refuled,” "tough W preſſ by the aß L 
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"making this Treat) he ind followed ae dere OR 


and it clearly up that th 
King of Spain, Portugueſe 4 e Monarch demanded of th Fe 


e cy * 
wledge the of the Son of King Jas "to 
heir ho, which"(howed:plainl 1 Fs 


ation. 
19 az the general Confdericy wad Fottted agai alt 792g 


lies meant to ſe Up anoth 
id 
King, purſuit to to th ee 2 Fleet of thirty Saltof | 5 


Line, and a" large Sum of Money. He knew- well. . engugh, 
e's T wi s then ſtood, thoſe Patiands could not be com: 


ut he wanted I Pretence for breaking that Treaty, 


rin g Faith; and this did his Buſineſs very e OT 


J for us "ſoon as the Fleet of the Allies appeared ypon 
255 he Wach t fit to declare himſelf pw and not 10 0 
after made a > y with; Charles III. whoſe Gli pſy 555 

d to the whole Spaniſh Monarchy. By this Treaty, 72 
pulated for bitnfelf very great Advantages; for the new: Ki 


was to eſpouſe the musst of Portugal, though bu Kah 


ſeyen Years old; ſeperal Places were to be yielded to him 
pn Frontiers of Spain; ſome. Conceſſions were likewile,- to be 
in the Indies 5 r — ated high me fir 
— of Negroes, Which ha been gran is to 
mer Treaty with King Philip. 5 Mn 
„In Conſideration of theſe. Terms, he "= 19 receive K ; 


from the Matkime « Powers, a0 2 1285 Fleet to 5 
at Liſhon, 


Fg and rr fy bis 901 

Spaniards ſurprized the Tou] of: * 5 wk 

— Priſoners of War, altngſt before e Was well on. 

. The Aliſtarice. he 'fave'the Allies, loner cl 

Span Monarchy twice to the Brink of Ruig; be 

t-of our Recotinrs: ſay, that ihd | Portugueſe, 
in that War, het this ou 
a a2 4 underſtood 


Soldiers be ＋ 
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great Wenbhs and much Luxury, are capable of corrupiing 
d People© For it may not be-amiſs 10 inform the Reader 
et this Tim in de Army, were bot Freſhwater Communden 
andewho from leading indolent and debauched Lives at Life, 
NMereicome to make ther Fortunes by their Gommiſſions- lt 
temly;-or: that the poor People who obeyed them follow d thet 
Examples. But that this was the ſole Cauſe of their Miſbes 
haxviohr appears from hence, that after the fatal Battle; of f. 
mmm, many Hi] Officers were obliged to fill up; and ſome 
raiſedushein hole Gorps afreſh a : the»Portugurſe'; and 
fromthe Mouths af / thoſe Officers I have heard; that ſuch Met, 
hn PAV, behaved in Time of Aktion as, well 28 4% 
Men aud do, and were beſides ſo ſobor, {o: diligent, and ſo 
gttentivg to their Duty, that what was at firſt; done fram Ne- 
gellityrd became Matter of Choice. This I-thenght l w 
but lvſtise in me to mention, as the calumnious Reports to the 
Frejadice of their Reputation aro already common enough in 
ren ee ach yolgnms oi bus j, id 
vAiheadleſe of che War, King Jahn raiſed very high De- 
mands upon the Crown of Spain ; for be knew: welkenough 
that Abatements might be made at; any Time, and very rightly 
Judged; that; by aſking . great deal he ould def ſura 10 get 
hat, as. he really: did, zin rape and: in America, 
belides a Compenſatj on for the Loſs: his Negro Contract. hut 
after allem it fell ver hart ef hat he bad-ftiputated. irh King 
Eharks, though perhaps :the Pence ha made with King Philip, 
ng might be very nearan Equivalent for what would bave 
een allowed of: his Treat), if King Charlea had ſuceceded) and 
become he peaceable· Paſſeſſor of the Spaniſo: Monarchy 412 
| theres a ide Differencer between what: Princes may be brougit 
to: promiſe rin. their Piſtreſs, and their Readineſs to perfom, 
| ben it ĩs in their oweratoſ diſpute the xrfurmance. 
-: Waile the War gontinueche be Commere of the Prazib 
began to grow much mg; SOοννjrable din in former Times, 
by: the-warking ofitbe; Gold Mines 5 and: as there was at that 
Time a Satelntergæoufſe abet ween the two Nations, the Bris 
te Praders: obtained in Jerge:Shars of that Gold for the Com- 
modities — — ich they furniſhed the For- 
— ing Nobn aguld nd help ſce ing this. wirh Contem, he 
-$-hasdabey avid haue but:a:Sight.of: the vaſt Wealt 


Sd 2 derived 


* a. a+ am # ct 


3 
140 


5 {dr oY ; 4k | 


yl His Miniſters were exactly of ther Muſterts Opiatom and 
man) Oonſaltatidne pere held nbeut finding u fel undd efte te! 
Remedy for at they conHdered as the greateſt Grivvarice/''! Ay 
length it was coheluded, that the only Method! could be taken 
was to probibit ine Wear of foreign Manufuctures; and this had 
certainly berii put in Execution, if Lord Catway; the Commandet 
of but Foster in that Ocuntryf de u Frenoty"iah dy Birth; had 
not prevented it. 3687 S107 Sch dp ils aghy fur es 

Her wäs u great Favourite with his Porrugueſe Myjeſty; and 
eſteeted to b, as he certainly was, à very honeſt Man. 6 
bun therefore, as to a Friend, and under the ſtricteſt Inhuncti on 
of geetecy the King communicate this Affair; ad aſked'hiis 
Advice About it. His 'Lordfhip told him fairly, that the Re- 
medy would be worſe than the Biſeaſe; that the ſame Providence 
which had given his Subjects Gold had beſtowed Commodities and 
Manufactures ion the EAgliſh; that the Exchatige therefore Was 
not ſo injurious as he imagined ; and that by probibiting Goh 
merce, he might force thoſe that were now his beſt” Friends) to 
become his Enemies, and to employ their Naval Power, which 
he knew to be ſo much ſuperior to his on, in taking chat by 
Force for whieh they now give a proper Equivalent. 
/ Her farther” repreſeũted,; that whatever Turn the War mi 


LETS 


take, Portugal tuſt always: fland-in Need of the Friendfhip of 
Suens.coptbocnchreddildig endent on the Houſe of | 
or the Houſe of Bomben; and "therefore it was much better 
tat bis Subjects ſhould trade with thoſe from whom he hud 
ſo much to hope than with other Nations from whom he had 
all Things to fdar: The King) who was both a'teaſonable arid 
2 juſt Proe and he in this Buſineſs | ated (ſolely from a 
laudable Affection for his Subjects; comprehended the Force ef 
tneſe Arguments, and immediately laid uſide à Project, nett 
how plaufible ſoeven in its firſt Appearance, was oertainty at the 
Bottom neither oquitable nor pt e// Happy for che World 
if all Kings meant a8 well; deliberatod as „ and Werd as 
ready to receive und follow good Advice! 151197 wot 01 1595d 


The next remarkable Polnt in dhe preſent Reign was, rhe 


Quarrel between his Pamtugueſe Majeſty and the Pope, about 
the Affair of the Nuncio B 


3 irh; an Incidem too incotſiderabie 
in itſelf io be mentioned ina Werk ef his Native; if 11d 
not contribute ta explain à polticul Artiele Which is very well 
worth the ingenicus Reader's Tine brech w. eee 
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becauſe on the one hand, it ſhe ws he Connection between the 
Gatholie Powers: and the Head of their Church; and on the 
other band; it explains the Manner in which theſe Powers ad 
when they belleve emſelves at any Time ill uſed by the Pope, 
Signior Beh was ſent to the Court of Liſbon ſo roi 
Year t7r0;'and-at firſt the Court was very far ar from bein 1 
with him, but by Degees be got over this Ayerſion, 
ſhort Time afterwards the King recommended him to 
XI. for a Cardinal's Hat; which » was refuſed, under To 
that his Nomination was oppoſed by the Imperial Court; pi 
however was not ſtrictiy true. ' Bowcent XIII. cqntiding inthe 
town Piety of theKingof orig, ventured or tim work 
than his Predeceſſor had done be not only refuſed. abſo 
lurely to make the Nuncio a Cardinal, dar ee Signior Bichi, 
arid ſont another Prelate to ſucceed. bim. But the Kin 'of Pr. 
9920 would not ſubmit to this Iudignity, and therefore bent 
ord-to the new Nuncio, not to ſet Foot in his Dominions, 
and refuſed likewiſe'to let the old one go, till he was a tha | 
Reſpe&t would be paid to his Nomination. 

Upon the Death of mbc XIII. ſucceeded bude 5, 
who went a Step farther than his Predeceſſor, by © | 
politively the Nunclo Bichi to quit the Court of Liſbon, which 
accordingly be did, and returned by the Way of = 
Huy. But this Treatment proyoked the King of 
ſueſ a Degree, chat he recalled his Subjefts from Rime, hy 
off all Correſpondence with that Court; and if t FORT. ha 
| lived/a' little longer, would very probably 2 55 A Pa. 
triatch . Cardinal Cu ſini ſaceredin 755 Benedict, by th "Title 
of Clement XII. found himſelf under a Neceſſity” of putting an 
End to this Quarrel, which had now laſted almoſt twenty Years, 
aud ja bis ſecond Promotion in. 173 7, beſtowed ihne Tong- eu 
pected Hat upon Bichi, who Was then upwards of Sixty. 
There is no "doubt" the Court. 105 hope at in the 
Gourſe-of this Diſpute, either The ing 0 e N 
hade died, and * it would have dropp tie 1 or he 4 
Manner honourable-to the Holy Seel but 1855 in ihls, the 
_ Pope flere nm ix Soul Foy | Bargain, that 

might av hings to Extremities. | 
An itte Tear 1729 4 double Marriage: was concluded for 
the Courts of Spam and Portggal; the Prince of 
now his Gatholic Majeſty, efpouſed the Infanta of 
and the Prince of Brazil the IJufanta of . . 
en ek kraut Tie Exchnoyy of the fr ele 255 


SN SSN 


F 2 


-= & 
— 


e & Bore. 


A 


r 
d * ; , 
. - — = 


ies had au Interview on the 9.338 2 


no wo Grand bo ons I & i it 
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eat Solemnity, and their I. Fo and Portugueſe Majeſ- 
pil gp Fe in, ie Ifland of 
hegun in the River of Cay from Badajos. 
But ane this Alle, the = were vety 
near coming to Ruptur in 1735-3 * is th ht, that 
the ſendin 2 Bric/h Fleet vader the Tommand of 8 Sir ohn Nan 
(is 10 Liften, ups what, chiefly prevented it, and ſaved Per 


ral from 084 
* wa 71 1 9 A two. Years after, and then with great 
bade, th the Courts were, reconciled ; fince, which there 


little remarkable in Portugal. except his 
os 0 ag ck wht the Pall, . r ved he bo 


leaſure 72 ecing his i Jeg, the 
7 Bree 8 pk own 115 his 709 1 25 and e 
jects, bis deen Dag hter on the Thronę of Spain, 


1 90 Ehildren 755 8 of his declipiog Years; 

5 that. few Princes 1 * our „A have reigned more hap- 
pls ad pon 8 Js. Qure, en) e ProſpeQ, more 
elpecially if the Ne 9 00 ſucceeds for eſpouſin 15 one. 2 
7 2 eldeſt of the Arch-dukes 


1 0 | bets reps their Pol flions 1 in urope, por 2 
pr) "which reſpects their Dominions in Aſia, Africa, and 


ping Pee Fl Point to. Which his preſent Majeſty has 

well inclined, and has. thereby. F Quiet tg. 
5 Sh the midſt of all the Broils of Europe... There 
is. no doubt. the. Power ofthe Houſe of Bourbon has been, and 
there is. no, Reaſon to ſuſpect thay ir will not.remain, de 
q this wry. Ly and hence atiſes the Neceſlity, that Portugai 


ei upon good 7 with the Maritime Powers, 
44 50 more 11 1105 Great Britain. It i 18 indeed ſayip 
no more. at there, i is ſcarce any Inſtance in Hi me 


oy 0 1 15 5 and fncere Friendſhip, than has ſubliſted, 
for near a t ween the two, Crovns; and as it 
is their mutual Joie that * ſhould ſubliſt, there ſeems to be 
3 not do fo... While this continues, 

eat. Iritain, A intains her Superiority at Sea, P ha 

wy, can 0 ever anger. | 
HE Ihe northern e 0 K 


not 


have very bad Conſequences. In the preſent State of Thing 


1:304 1] _ 

qt oaſy-to ronceive how aby Differences ould ariſe-betuer 
13 4 his Portugueſe Majeſty; and if there ſhould;it-iy very 
gaſy for him to do himſelf Juſtice. There were former) long 
rand bloody Wars between the Subjects of this Crowd andthe 
Nabe; but as their Cauſes are now ceaſed, their Conſequences 
dere, lenk win them, ie muſt however except che pirate 
States f Barbary, which are in conſtant War with-Portga 
*þecauſe they are gonſtant ' Gainers: by it; but whenever à mw 
tial and active Prince, as the Prince of Brazil is reputed to t, 
mall be feared" upon that Throne, he will net find n deny 
ifficalt Matter 1 put his Nayy in ſuch a Condition, ag. mz 
ampoſe Reſpect upon thoſe. thicvill, People, whoſs-Depro 
ions are a Scandal to all the European Powers, who migbt > 

F eruſh chem ar once, inflead of continuing 10 pay -Tt 
-bute to an infignificant Race of Rovers. that owe their int. 
Tran merely ro the Neglgence and Want of publick Spit 
ia thoſe; bo ought long ago to havg deſtroyed them; and may 
10 it whenever" they think fit. Let us now deſcęncf to ſbe f. 
As tog the Commerical Intereſt of Portugal, it lies nov 
Fhiefly. in the Ve, as it did formerly in the HI. Indies; 
and in Reſpect to Brazil, their Strength is ſo greatz that 
have ho Reaſon to apprebend apy thing from their Neg. 
*bours : the only Danger to which they are ezpoſed, is fam 
an" Inſurrection of their awn Negroes, which, might. /indeel 
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pp Colony is the moſt” profitable in the World, ſiices con. 


dering the Proportion between the two Kingdoms, Ferugil 
[draws more Profit from her Braxili, than Spain from bol 
Mexico and Peru. It is other wiſe in Regard to. Aſid, utie 
from an Empire of almoſt . incredible Extent, the Portugief 
Dominion is fhrunk almoſt within the narrow Bounds of thc 
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lirtle Peninſula of Gn. 
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5 Fein pern 2 
{© It has been oſten deliberated in the Council at Lil, 
whether they: ſhould ot deſort even that, ſince in ſome Ler- 
i eoſts more to müintaig it than it is worth. Hur of late ue 
Were zold, that 2 Project has Peen formed, not for-regoverii 
heir Dominipns indeed, but for reſtoring their Trade, and es. 
tending their Commerce in the Eg, Indies, by reforming ile 
-Abuſes under which it has long ſüffered. If ever this-is ca 
ried into Execution, it muſt be at a Time when the otbeſ 
- European Powers, that have Dominions in thoſe Parts, ate i! 
War wich each other; and therefore they could never expec 
. "tar path War heh 5 
Ger. * a ne 
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[preſent them. SEN 3 £ 8 Sq T1010 Þ , im: 9517 
But this will be their on, that is, the Fault of their Go- 


[365 
de If they had embraced it, there is no doubt that 
bo Re ial kar think ready enough to ſecute 
their oon Effect, by trading under Pertigugſe Golours z; and 
a very ſew Tears Practice of this Kind would have changed 
the Face of their Affairs in India, and might paſſibly hate 
encouraged their Coremment at Horne to think ſeriouſly, 
ziving tem all the Affiſtance in their Power z the; Want ef 
which bas bern moſt apparently the principal; Cauſe of .thoir 
celine. Nn 1 2-531 2. E a 943326 Din; FI+. 
- Before'the Kingdom of» Portugal was annexed) to that of 
Hain, her Monarchs were remarkable for their Attention ito 
naval; Pb wer, to the Support of their Colonies, and whatever 
might extend their Commerce; and to this extraordinary 
Qare of their Princes, the quick Growth of their maritime 
Force, und their amazing Progreſs in india were chiefly dug. 
But while a Province to Spain, all this ſunk as faſt as: Eu 
nis 


. 


and before the Por could extricate themſelves from 
Dependenee, they were almoſt undone. The defending their 
own Country next, and the recovering of Braxiſ, employed 
all theit Care, and theſe are their Excuſes for neglecting the 
Idies.-\ But as all thoſe Burdens are now removed, as: they 
have ud ſecret Enemies to fear, no avowed Enemies [to p- 
poſe them, they may certainly, by a timely and ſteady Ap- 
to delay inis, will very probably put it for ever cut of their 
pon the Whole it may be truly ſaid, that under the pre- 
ſent and the latter Part of the laſt Reigu, the Kingdom o 
Portugal has had Time to reeruit and recover its 1 
Suongtb, which was much exhauſted by ſo long a Wars has 
followed the! raiſing the Houſe of HBraganga to the Throne. 
I the Advantage therefore of this Conjecture be not laſt, 
but the Portugueſe avail themſelves ſome: way or other of un 
Interval that leaves them entirely at Liberty, chere is no 
Queſtion they may make a very different Figure in the next 


Century from hat they did in the laſt, or do at preſent. 


But if, as I ſaid, they let this Occaſion entirely ſſip, and 
ſtay till £wrope ſettles upon its old Foundation, when their 
Dependency: on Spain Wil be again felt, they may eontinue 


an inccufiderable as ſome Writers have talen à Pleaſurè to ve- 
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vernment. For when the great Powers are embarraſſed,: then 


the keen Sex have un Oppornaoity.of becoming, by.fome 
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bold Menſhre, which may be taken before auy y of "thats Neg 
bours arb well acquainted wit their Views, powerful aud ind. 
—— Mf a Plan for regulating what intle belpugs io ben 
the Tadic, hall been fixed a Year after the War began, 
might have been, by this Time, as formidable there 4s dn ay, 
pro thenD#ch;; and the Frunch would have connivee 2 
and aſſiſted them as the weakeſt Side, till they made thay 
more: confiderabte:than'the reſt, and then they would have te. 
pena of their good Offices, and endeavoured to ruln they; 
t their firſt Run of good Fortune might well enable them s 
d firm, and the 0 of * Misfortunes we 
e l being 2 404 OTH Shomnioded! is a very 
feaſible Scheme for reviving their paſt Glory, and reſtoring 
naral Power to:-the'- Portugueſe, who muſt attempt ſomteubi 
of this Kind; if _ really mean to raiſe up their Heads again, 
and rival that Repũtation they had before Don Sebhſtian, by 
invading Barbary, deſtroyed: himſelf, his Army, and the Inte: 
reſta of his Subjekts, which it had coſt his Anceſtors fo mud 
to arquite. It is true this might have been undertaken” with! 
much greater Probability of Succeſs while the War continued, 
at Which Seaſon theſe Conjectures were firſt advanced; but it i 


far from being too late, even now, if Things are maturely cop 
ſidered before they ate carried into Execution, and are then 
executed without Precipitation. It is a Point of great Conſe 


quence to thoſe who would underſtand the Intereſts of Eur 1 
to reflect on paſt Events, and to ſpeculate freely, 1 80 


may poſſibiy happen in Time to come. 


We have an Inſtance of this, with Reſpect to Ks 72 


of which we are now treating, chat ought not to be 
over in Silence. A Reſolution was taken laſt Year in the Coun- 


cils of Portugal, and carried into Execution, by which, xr 
Colour of re preſſing. Luxury, ſome ſevere Edits have been 
pübliſned, Which have Had à bad Effect upon Trade. This 


ſhews that his Portugue 2 Majeſty has either forgot. or changed 
his Sentiments on the Poi 
Viſcount; Caluay, which ſooner or later, he may haue Occi- 


ſion to repent. There is no doubt at all to be made, that 

the capital Maxim iu Government is the Welfare of the People,” 

but as the 7 & of this is criminal, fo Miſtakes about it 125 
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be fatal. A Prince can never be too much commended tot 


keeping that Maxim conſtantly in View, but at the fame: 
time it is of the utmoſt Importance to him, that it be tho. 
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Trade, as by weakening the Connections that unite the two 
Nations, and are of equal Conſequence to bon. 
It may indeed be pretended, that if this ne, Scheme of Po- 


nr 


i litcks ſhould not leſſen. the -Portugueſe Commerce in general, 

p: it will be of no great Conſequence to that-Crown tho? there 
. ſhould happen ſome Variation in the Manner of carrying it on; 
f yet when this ſhall be maturely and candidly conſidered, it will 
; de found-there is ho Ground at all for ſuch a Pretence. The 
þ Kingdom of. Portugal muſt! be furniſnied with Commodities amd 
0 Manufactures from other Countries; but it does not follow from 
0 thence, that it is à Matter indifferent from what Countries ſhe 


derires them. It may be, that a Part of her Trade may fall 
to the Share of the Subjects of a Crown, the natural Intereſts | 
of which are contrary to her own 3 or they may fall into the 
Hands of a People, who have no Regard to any Body's In- 
tereſt but their own ; and in ſuch a Situation of Things, it 
certamly behoves the Portugueſe to be attentive father in Tecp- 
ing up their Commerce with thoſe: who will, for that very 
Reaſon, conſider the Intereſts of Portugal as their N 
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Maria of Orleant, the eldeſt Daughter of Ph; by" of Oren 
only Brother to the late Lewis NIV. by Henrie Mit 
Daughter of our King Charles'T. 80 that be be e ne 
allied to dur Royal Family; and his Son the preſent Nigg ö 
Sardinia; is the flrſt Prince of the Popiſh Line, ter” the 1 
Male of che Houſe of Stuart, but excluded from iis 1 
by the Act of Settlement, 

{Ir was in Virtue of this Marriage that in the” | 
his Reign the Puke of Savey Went into the MA 
France, and at the Toſtigation of Lewis XIV. 1 25 
Perſecution againſt his Proteſtant subjects in the V les,” "about 
the Year 168 5, which threww his whole Country into Blood al 
Confuſion; * But it was not long before he 2 to 
and that nothing could be fo fatal to a Prince as 'depriviy kg 
of a great Part of his Subjects. He was alſo conv] ede 
the French Monarch meant him no better than the'r Weck in 
Neighbours; and therefore when the firſt gt rand Au en 
formed at the Hague in 1699, he took Cale to be included i 
it, and ventured 0 far as to Naks' his Dowinions, 8 _ 
his Independency. - ooh 
His Sueceſs in that War was but indifferent; bis roche 
were not ſo well diſciplined as thoſe of Fance, and he had dot 
himſelf acquired that Experience in the Art of War, for which 
he became afterwards ſo remarkable. He perſited however 
in his Purpoſe, though he loſt the Battle of Staffart, and moſt 
of the ſtrong Towns in his Dominions that Tear! But in the 
next the French were baffled before Cont ; and the Duke; to ſhew 
that he was not fo deſpicable an Enemy as the Grand Moflarch 


imagined, made an Irrpton. into Dauphim, Where he took 


Cap and Ambrun, and then returned into 1 0 'own, "Domini- 


ons. This Incurſion had its Effect; for in 1 693, LT - a 
* 1 


opoſed, and the Duke accepted a ſeparate Peat 
855 Sea, Villafranca, and Montmilian, were red! to him, 
as was alſo Pignerol, but the French thought fit to:demoliſh it 
firſt. - He obtairied alſo three Vallies, and a Lok conſiderable 
Sam of Money, as a Compenſation for the Lo he had ſal 
tained by the War. 
To attach him more firmly to his Intereſt, the Frcheh King 
cbnſented that the Duke o Burgundy, his. "eldeſt Grandſon, 
ſhould inarry che eldeſt Daughter of the jr ag and that his 


Highneſs ſhould command his 'Troops: in Baby againſt bis old: 


Allies. After the general Peace, there happened ſome new 12 
ferences between him and France, which were nana 


another Treaty in 1701, when the moſt Chriſtian King _—_ 
oth 
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Nothing could ſtrengthen the Intereſt of Philip Nuke of Anjou, 
ax bad declared King of Spain, ſo much as mürry ing 
into: the Houſe; of Savoy ;' and therefore he conſrnted ig bis 
Match- with the ſecond Daughter of tbe Dube; and it Was 
ut fe ions agreed, that in caſe of à War, bis High- 
in taly. | char It bo AL 203 
By ibis Step the Politicians at Verſailles imagined that they 
1 une two great Points, pgs: fixing the Houſe 90 
Savoy for ever ip its Dependence, upon the Bonr bun Family; 
and providing for che Defence of the Spaniſh. Nominions in 
ay, by putting them under the Protection of the oy Power 
whereby che could be burt; and it is very highly probable 
that this. Scheme of theirs would have taken Place in ita full 
Extent, ff Loivois, who had then the greateſt, Credit with 
Lewis XIV. had not. overturned it. He had conceived an 
uareaſonable. and a. very unaccountable Diſtaſte to the Dis of 
Savoy, and from the Brutality of his own Janes was ſo far 
from, .concealing,. that he expreſſed it in Terms ſo groſs. and 
ſo abuſive, that no Gentleman could have borne, and which 
— 80 it wag impoſſible that a Sovereign Prince ſhould not 
ene 8," | | Ay t | > 250 w__ 
Victor Amadeus conſidered, that if his cloſe Alliance with the 
Houſe of Hour hon could not defend him from ſuch Treatment, 
his Succeſſors, when the Power of that Houſe ſhould be more 
extended than it was, would fink into a Degree of Dependence, 
more uneaſy and not leſs diſhonqurable than .downright' Sub- 
|eQion.; he took therefore the glorious Reſolution oe forget- 
ting the Ties: of natural Affection for his Daughters, that he 
might ſupport, the Dignity: derived to him from his Anceſtors, 
and leave his Poſterity as free as, in ſpite of the Difficulties 
they had to ſtruggle with, thoſe. Anceſtors had left him. Such 
were the Motives that threw him into the ſecond Grand Al- 
lance, though at the Beginning Things did not ſeem to go 
much better than when he entered into the firſt. . The French 
were every, where ſuperior, he was ſurrounded by them. on all 
ſides, his Friends were at a Diſtance, and it required a good 
deal of Time before, they would be able to act. No Prince 
could know this better than he, yet he profecuted his Plan, and 
what he had concerted with the Wiſdom of a Politician, he ſup- 


ported with the Magnanimity of an Hero. 6 21508, 

\ The, French King- was no ſooner acquainted with, or rather 

no ſooner ſuſpecte his Royal Highneſs's Deſign, than he 

cauled a great Body of his Troops Which hae ä — 5 
Y Fencs 
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| another ody of. French Troops, be 
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| 0 Turin, Was commanded 95 a u 55 


| Philip v. modld be entailed upon this Prince. ke Ty 775 
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to be ſeized and diſarmed ; | t the Duke 
e Pizdmont, who took FI ip i. e Duke 4 


8 


2 quered, and che imp ortant Fotirch 'of 
Ti 40 7 iche 7 eng 755 ty. of. Mice 99805 n on 2 
And the reateſt Part of Pie ant Eprees 3. 5 
Was ihvefted, 7105 the Duke faw 1 050 on the 100 
of loſin bis M 
thiles w with Pa We be took. bis Mes ures W with Prudtce, 
15 Generoſity of Soul rel ledted the we Fg that 5 


4 col 


Phat 77 0 "was. thr 4 Prince f 202 wy 
1 with s e Nag Impe rl Army 


Great | Eu Feng. His March Pi 
1 e a les, 8 6 he of the at rive 
mu erior to that of the ey, 
oy he had taken fo much Pains, an Fg A < 15 
4 to ſacrifice then, 133 F 
heir Triump h was but fort; the Pii 5 1155 
Le in 8. Lines before Turin, beat Y n 1, and b 


Y "recovered Piedmont, and laved 'It — *. l bY ig 

288 the very next Tear the Duke Jay; aded Fr Tae ji his 
urn, era the Paſſag 9 5 the Var, bs, ne My thro 
fel 


et it Wobld require of muel o che . he 
ing is- remarkable, the” French with 5 755 mare aff ba 
arous, had [deſtroyed all his fine Walks,” and cat . 5 
is fair Plantations pear Turin ; he had ar Opp i 4 
teturning this Compliment in Provence, by defttgying ei 
Mulberry, „ their Olive Trees, and their 7 bee 


Aue ih and on the contrary, took, all, a jag 
W's preſerve them. He eee the 5 e own 


Ts . We Gaza 


rote 2 2 Iten a fe 15 
At che C dead. ” ths Urea 9 te Querk 
Arr "Infiſted* pon the Ceffign't to him Ws the Nig on (of Se 


& took Cir” that the Crown 0 Spain, fa fal Heirs 0 


70 him the” Duchy of Savoy and the 7 Ay of Nice, 


to him likewiſe in e he V. den of 125 
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4 80 ahd Chatediy Dauphin ; 3 but he othe 7 ok, 

ul Cad 1 of e 5 HP ak 

1 is mot. TIER Ba e N 1 5 the” Ce gn 15 
— ** b e .mperor, 4 of a Part of Mo nfertat, | r 

let, Lb Ty 7 and V alentia, the Cc guntjes uy br 5 

1 . the” Fenars, t 0. Agel the Valley o 20 Feſſid, 25 f 

by et that, wa to be given for a e 9. ol 30 
5 IK 1 Ghia uted to make the King 0 f Sicily, be wp 

nd 50 ff 5 85  conſidetab Is Prince, and he Would h aye 1 

Wit 1 * YEFY 

bene Buch more contiderable;, If he had remained lon 

Fi in! Ae of "Sicily, Where he began to make himſelf ye] 
od | ele the People; by ſupporting . the Authority o 

0 qil;Governmedt againſt the Clergy, who made ule of their t 


peat Wealth and Puyileges to oppreſs and pillage the Peop l 
he had. "alt Time, RO, + as Fee have hinted, to brip 5 
Peligns io bear; the. Spaniards, on the one. Hand, could not 
endore_ that he ſhould keep that Iſland, and. the Late mperor 
(ate VI. on the other, kept up his Claim t to It, and reſo Wed 


m ks the firſt Opporwaley that ſhould offer gi \re-uniting i 

1 his King m of Napl: 1 

; "The Lovers of ſecret Hiſtory Jah reported, that Stain. 8 
I fered. to King Victor Amadeus, an Expedient for drawing bim 
i i thels Difficulties, * which, was the driving the Imperial- 
F. Þ on out of 4705 ve ng ting him all 425 he could der 
5 rot expect 1 tre! ewile, that Spain iofifted . 

5 having the Þ bete 8 0 redmont delivered as an Holleg e, W 

i the King excuſed, upon account of the Tenderneſs 1 5 

0 bis Mother had ; * that Prince ; but at the ſame Time o 

1 the, Prince 4 Carignan i in Bis Stead, which was accepted ; 6 

1 when the Time came for the Delivery, it was ſaid, that Frings 


£4 
> 


had made bis Eſcape, and was retired. into Ee which: fo. ir 
ritated - the Court 'of Madrid, 3hat they i immediately 1 refal 
can he tayaſion. of Sicily. _.. — 
That. 8 Was a Negociation ſet on Foot threes this Ne- 
narch and the Spaniſh Court, I do-not at all doubt : but as. to 
de Tale of his giving Hoſtages, 1 look upon it as à Chi 25 
. Victor Amadeus was of another Temper, than to A fe 
the Safety of his Heir Apparent, or any Prince of 
en, in ſüch 3 Manner. The lab be * of that Tr. car 
vas to amuſe the Spani/h. 5 ers, an ki got un, Time to | 
the beſt Meaſures ſible, which, after. mature LB ay 
— Judged 88 NN in Wh his 7 2 ho about 
is Time concluded the Quadruple Alliance. 6 0 
obtain was che Ea for Suma, which bs 
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a wery great Loſs, was better than having Nothing ; hüt U 
adle 


ere e ds making themſelves entirely; Mü 
| me | JO. 


from being in itſelf an inconſiderable Acquiſition) though 


certainly much inferior to the noble Kingdom of ING 
F( 


xecovered' by the Bourbon Family, and remains |Milf'in tek 
Polka: '-! > | | b eee 


out his. Territories. 


, * 


It is certain that he had projected other Regulations, and 


Meaſures of civil Right throuph- 
1 Deen. * pen 


the 


ſeemed. wholly bent upon ſuch Meaſures as might tend t 
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aue zent of his Country, and to better the, Condition 
Fi ?eople, when he found himſelf under à Neceſſity, of 


uking a very extragrdinary Step, which however it is highly pro 
dable he had yery maturely conſidered before he took it, tho” 
de vas ſo ſecret, theteln, that no body either in his own Goun 
try, or in any of che Courts of Europe, had the leaſt Intellf- 
genee thereof, before it appeared in the Gazette of Turin. 
rogdutting which, important, Deſign: as he did, his Mazeſty k 
n View the..confirming and eſtabliſhing” that great Character 
he had obtained through Ewrope, by obſerving the ſame Con- 
&& to, the, laſt, as Well as to ſecure thoſe grand Advantages 


£ . 


for the Sake of which this amazing Step was taken, and which 


. C3 


aud Þ e been infallibly loſt, if it had been diſcoveret or 
di loſe IM 1 N ahi. Los F | THER) xr.” 
bis ſingular and ſurpriſing Meaſure was the., Reſignation 
of his Crowm in Favour of his Son the Prince of Pitdmont. 
He was moved thereto from various Conſiderations, but par- 
veularly three, In the firſt Place he found himſelf fo extra- 
ordinarily,-prefſed, by the Emperor on one Side, and by France 
and her A lies on the other, that he could ſcarce determin 
with himſelf which Side to take, and therefore iriclined- to 
make a Chaſm in the Government, rather than take either, in 
hopes of gaining Time for his Succeſſor. He was fo ſenſible, 
inthe ſecond Place, that many Reaſons might be alledged againſt 
e Execution of ſeveral Schemes he had formed, in Relation 
for the, moſt Part to the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Government of 
dis Dominions, that he judged they might, be better-managed 
by bis. Son. He was, thirdly, much worn with the, continual 
Fatigues of à long and active Reign, and was deſitous therefore 
of paſſing a few Years in Repoſe with the Counteſs St. Sebaſtian, 


1 


whom he married when a private Man, and retired with her 
/ This Reſignation took Place in the Month of Septemben 17303 
t was made with great een the Preſence hot only of 
the great Miniſters of his Court, but alſo of almoſt all the No. 
bllity and Perſons of Diſtinction in his Dominions. He reſerved 
to. himſelf an Annuity of one hundred and fifty thouſand Livres 
55 Kun. and having recommended Moderation to his Son, and 
Fidelity to his Subjects, reſigned his Crown with the utmoſt Ap- 
pexrance of Satisfaction. . 8 200 Mt 24) 


4 


CHARLES EMANUE L II. his Son and Succeffor, 
mounted the Throne which his Father bad quitted in the Flower 
of his Age, being then in his thirtieth Lear. He had married 
a the Year 1722, a Princeſs of the Houſe of Newburgh, and 
| : l | . upon 


a . rat? þ [ 384 ] | £45 a4 8 DN 
upon her Demiſe he married in 1724, a Princeſs of Boſe l 
22 He had given great Hopes from his molt tender Lem i 
making a mild and gracious, as well as 2 gallatt and wile Prutz 

3 

une Oles, 7 | 1 Win. 
der how he extricated himſelf from them winbouf Hiemiſh to lö 

Character, and without Preindien te his i ide 

In ſhort, the old King, at: the Inftigation of the Laily: be Jy 
gin to ne been ese ee wink e 
n to form : reſuming his Dignity, which: he 0 
Footed in a Manner ſuitable to ſo wild and —— 
ject, and to the Character of the Perſon. at whoſe. Inſtane . 
was weak enough to attempt it. The young King acted x 
wiſe and diſcreet Part, he called together the great Officer 
State and the Nobility, and having acquainted them will the 
Neceſſity he was under to ſecure his Father's E. he 
manded their Advice; and they were: unanimouſly! of Oni 
that as well for the Sake of his Subjects as himfelf;” be ſou 
continue to adminiſter Affairs with the ſame Spit, M 
and Prudence, which he had ſhewn from the Time he mound 
the Throne. wo HW; 


TRY i 1s in 15-5356 ae ty 
In following their Advice, he ſhewed himſelf a ue Fan 
to his Country; for there is Nothing more certain, thus ſbuſſt 
was with the utmoſt Reluctance and Concern, that he tock fn 
only Meaſure that was left for him to take, that of 'Eoifinin 
the old King to his Palace at Muntcalier, where lie remains 
the Day of his Death, which was the laſt of October f, 
in the ſixty- ſeventh Year of his Age. 
But if the Situation of this Monarch's Affairs at} Nome ub. 
tinued all this Time uneaſy and. perplexed, the Concerns he bu 
. with foreign Courts, were not at all leſs embarraſſad. Th 
Imperial Court had . afforded many Occaſions tor his Fathiril 
- Complaint ; and thoſe Occaſions were not removed under de 
Reign of the Son. Whether this | pany ee. 
Inadvertence is yet undecided, but from whiatever' it-proceti- 
ed, its Effects were fatal. His Sardinian Majeſty-icquaintedilt 
late Earl of, E/ex, then the Britiſh Miniſter at bir Court; wil 
the Nature of his Grievances, and the Reaſons which led hun 
to ſuſpect that they were not very . ſincere; at Vienna, in Rr. 
ference to. the Conceſſions that had been. made bim, the n. 
ther becavſe that all the Titles and Records of the Mad: 
ferrat, which was yielded to him by Treaty, were withheld; 
and he could not help regarding this, and the forming ſome 
Pretenſions upon certain Diſtrifts, as if they were defend 
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to re- 


eo 


juſt 4 of Abet hop - 


. had bebm but o —— all —— Hih- 


fired em from taking thöſe Steps which perhüpe they were 


iicined, to take, and which migdt have giver His 
—— San sfac hom. 80 that While they weten ne- 

trying. a of Methods oblige this Prince 
—— dis Pretenſions, the general Affairs f Europe 
wok wel aT an was by nd Means fauourable c their 


Wiews. nA? * ey NN ny * 557 1 2 wc i WP 2 e. A 


* in-the-be ob — Lerr 173 "died K 1 df 
Prlkd,n hi 2 have ſhewn whore ng e 
rw between the Houſes of Ari nd ur bon, and to- 
Seh l —— — „ afforded the larier 
a ity of detaching his Sardiman Majeſt 
om the — In p ww Ae this — — 
that Monarch acted wit! all the Secrecy and Addreſs which 
£ beew the | comftant»*Characteriſticks- of his : Adminiſtration. 
Heſloned on the twenty ſinth of September; with the Marquis 
h Fapranart,  an-offenſive. and defenfive Alliance wich France, 
dich pa afterwards: acceded. The true of this 
vile rinoe in making vihis Treaty, was that expreſſed in his 
NMuifeſto vz. reſtor ing the Ballance of Power in Italy; whete 
be thought the Houſe of bas (ed bad nee too eat an 
Arendant ye, 245HhA. : u 18 
Kis at —— this: many oof hy Tralian Potetitates: (had 
1 Rehſan to complain of the Conduct of the Court of Vienna; 
ad tha notwithſtanding this, their Complaints were very litle 


2 which; joined to his own particular Grievanees, in- 


duced his: Sardinian: Majeſty to believe, that if the Plan laid 
ien in this Alhance could be rded into Execution, the 
fairs of -Zaly; wotild not only be put into a better Condinon 


do the ꝑreſent; but that all Things might be property ſeitlad 


i z-right' and ſolid Baſis for the future. When the Fenoh 
fimy began*to« paſs the Ape, Count Tram, at that Time 
Governor: {of Milan, was foi: little” apprized of the true 
State of Things, that he offered his Sardiman Majeſty: ll 
* — l e to Inipede': weir Te e 

37 ; 80 4 N Which 
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rendered the Diſpute very obſtinate a 
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threw his former great Actions into Shade, 
now with his Praiſes as an Hero. 
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which the King anſwered coldly, That they did not come ar 
Enemies... i OS WY 
Marſhal Villar commanded. the French Army, and his V. 
dinian Majeſty having joined bis Troops, the Conqueſt of the 
Milaneſe was very ſoon atchieved. The King made this Cam- 
paign in Perſon, as he likewiſe did the next Tear; but the 
Queen falling dangerouſly ill, he was conſtrained, to retun to 
Turin in the latter End of the Month of June 1734, and 
during his Abſence was fought the famous Battle of Parma. 
Count Merci commanded the Inperialiſts; he was extremely 
I of che Gout, but that did not hinder bis taking Poſt on 
the Right of the Line of his Infantry in his armed Chai, 


"| where with great Coolneſs and Intrepidity he gave his Orders 


fill he was mortally wounded. The French General wa 
Monſieur de . Coigni, who having been lately deceived by the 
Imperialiſts x 5 the Oglio, and penetrating into the Pars 
meſan, which he thought impracticable, he was the, more cons 
cerned to recover his Reputation by / gaining a Battle. This 

very bloody; for ſame 
People ſay, that there never was an Action in which the Buſinel 
was determined by ſmall Arms that laſted longer than this, er- 
cept the [enſuing Battle at Guaſfalla. +, 4 
The Imperialiſts were obliged to retire ; but Prince Lewizof 
Firtemberg, who ſucceeded Count Merci in his Command, 
58 5 his Forces in very good Order to Reggio, and the pit 
ent Field- Marſhal Count Koningſegg coming to take the Com. 
and, it was not long before he made the French ſenſible of 
1s, ſuperior Capacity; for on the fifteenth of September 1734 
e paſſed the Secchia, ſurprized a Part of the French Amy 
and obliged Marſhal Broglio, who was a Horſe-Officet, — 
ought to have known the Fords better, to make his Eſcape with 
out his Breeches. This brought on the Battle of Cauſtali 
which was fought on the nineteenth, and therein the King of 
Sardinia commanded in Perſon. He had already gained a great 
Character in publick and private Life: He was the Father dl 
his Family and of his People, enjoyed in his Court the Plas 


. . fures of a regular and amiable Oeconomy, at the ſame Time 


that he was revered and adored by his Subjects; he had ſhewed 
a Reach in Politicks much ſuperior to his Age, but his Be. 
haviour in the Battle of  Guaſtalla obſcured all that he bal 
hitherto performed; and the Splendor of that Victory, whid 
was entirely owing to his perſonal Courage and his Conduct 
ace all Eee ra 
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Tn the Beginning of the next Year died his Queen, which 
however did not hinder the King from appearing again in the 
Field, where Count Koning ſegg found himſelf obliged to yield 
to the great Superiority of the Allies, and the Skill of the Ha- 
#ſþ General the Duke de Montemar, one of the ableſt Profi- 
gents in the Art of War then in Europe. All the Imperiali/ts 
bad to do was to preſerve their laſt Stake, the important 


City and Fortreſs of Mantua, and this they did till the Pre- 


liminaries were ſettled and ſigned at Vienna. 

On this Occaſion his Sardmian Majeſty had a convincin 
proof of the Steddineſs, good Faith, and upright Intention of 
the Court of France; for the Britiſh Miniſtry having con- 
certed with the Court of Vienna a Plan of Peace, by which 
Tertona and the Fortoneſe, Novara and the Novareſe, toge- 
ther with the Vigevangſque, were to be detached from the Duchy 
df Milan, atid annexed for ever to Piedmont ; the French Court, 
by a clandeſtine Negociation, deprived him abſolutely of one 
of theſe Diſtricts, and only left him his Choice of the other 
two, in which Situation he preferred the former. Theſe Pre- 
liminaries were ſigned October 3, 1735, and were in every 
Reſpect favourable to France, injurious to her Allies, fatal to 
the Houſe of Auſtria, and deſtruftive of the Ballance of 
Kage, N 

By them, under Colour of King Staniſlaus's Right to the 
Crown of Poland, France obtained Lorrain for herſelf, contrary 
to repeated Declarations, that ſhe meant to gain nothing by 
this Wat; for this, Spain was obliged to give Tuſcany as an 
Equivalent, and Parma and Placentia were alſo yielded to the 
= pe in lieu of Sicily and Naples. The King of Sardinia 
well underſtood the ill Uſage he had met with, and ſaw clearly 
bow little he had to hope in Favour of the Ballance of Italy, 
from either the Juſtice or the Policy of the Houſe of Bourbon. 
But the Preliminaries being ſigned, there was no drawing 
back, and therefore he Seele to them on the 16th of Au- 
guſt, 1736, at Turin, fully ſatisfied, that he had expoſed 
his Perſon and his Dominions, only to aggrandize a Power 


aready but too formidable to all its Neighbours, and parti- 


cularly fo to him. | | 
It was from this Time that his Majeſty purſued with the 

eſt Steddineſs his original Syſtem, of reſtoring and pre- 
erving, to the utmoſt of his Power, the Ballance of 7aly, by pre- 
venting the Incroachments of either of the two great Fami- 
les, whoſe Quarrels have ſo long diſturbed the Peace of that 
Country, and indeed of all Europe. I call it the original Syſtem 
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of this Prince, becauſe it was really what he aimed at. by thi 
War; ſo that when our minor Politicians glance at his Inca. 
ſtancy, and affect to be witty upon his having been on both 
Sides, they ſhoot very wide of che Mark, for be never vn 
but on one. I mean by one, his. own. natural, rational, and 
invariable Intereſt, that of the Ballance,, from ubich ti 
Wiſdom will never allow him to depart, and which it is 
_— is other heroic Qualities - will always enable him 5 
ultain. | | | W.. 2 RIC. + 1121 U uf 4 * 
It is not however to be expected, that this Diſpoſition ſhould 
bind him inſeparably to either of thoſe Houſes ; his Principe 
is Independency, not for himſelf only, but for the other Power 
of Ttaly, in whoſe. Cauſe he fights: as well as; bis oun; and 
this is not his Intereſt ſingly, but ours; and therefore be b, 
with great Propriety, ſtiled, our natural, as from his unaller- 
able Steddineſs to the common Cauſe he is with equal Pro- 
Priety called our faithful Ally. But to return from RefleFticns 
to „J pany non og nrtt wang hangs 26 30 
At the preſſing Inſtances of his Subjects he conſented. to, 
third: Marriage, and in the Month of March 1737, eſpouſed 
the Princeſs Elizabeth Thereſa, Siſter to the preſent., Emperg, 
then Duke of Ty/cany, a Princeſs who joined all the Accom. 
pliſhments- that are aimable in her Sex, to all the Virus 2 
that were requiſite to adorn her high Station. She made bet 20 
Entry into Turin on the 22d of the Month laſt mentioned; WW 1 
and as there never was a Marriage. more agreeable 0 be Wil 5 
Maxims of true Policy, ſo never was there any, more be 1 
with Reſpect to the Parties themſelves; for with, Regatd to 
Conjugal State, it may without Flattery be ae this vw I 
Sardinian Majeſties were a Model to their Subjects. On the 30 on 
of May 1.739, bis preſent Imperial Majeſty, at that time. Gra f. 
Duke of-7/cany, made. a Tour to Turin, whereche. was ie. WW b. 
ceived;with all the Reſpect and Affection imaginable, . .. 4 
A dlittle after, the definitive, Treaty. of Peace was. proclaimed fe 
there. I mention this particularly, becauſe it was attended wild te 
a Declaration from the King of Sardinia, by which,,it plainly 
appeared that ſome Doubts, had been ſtarred. about the Tov i 
of \ Saravalla, whether it was to be regarded as apart of tt Gr 
Torteneſe or dot; and from thence, it alſo: appeared, that; de c 
Records beforementioned were not even. then delivered , E. 
but the King ſigus upon an expreſs Condition, that they {bovk 5 
be delivered to him in fix Months Time, purſuant to tt th 
Treaty of 1703. This very clearly ſhews how much Reaſon 10 
this Prince has had to act with great Caution and Con It 
: —| | | 5 * | pe Ob, 4 
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ſpeftion,” in Reſpect to whatever Ceſſions have been made him 

ce; but with Regard to the Uprightneſs of bis Intention, and 
bis ſincere" Peſigu of maintaining the reſpective Poù ers in Italy 
in the juſt Enjoyment” of their Rights, no Part of his Conduct 
has g en the Heaſt Cauſe to doubt it. 
After the Death of the late Emperor Charles VI. when Spain 
wis detertained to puſh her Pretenfions* in /fuly by Force, 4nd 
had alſo ſecured the Aſſiſtanee of France for that Putpòſe, no 
Stone was left unturned to bring his Sardinian Majeſty into their 


"Mealujes, auc Threats and Promiſes were" employed with all 


'the Addreſs of "Which" their ableſt Miniſters were capable, and 
7 ye n0 manner of Purpoſe. & We are however to conſider, 
"thar ät that Time bis Majeſty's" Affairs were in a very; em- 


*barraſſed: Fittarioht z the Queen of Hungary was puſhed: to the 


utmoſt it day, her Forces weak in Haly, and as yet'there 
"was no Treaty of Subſidy ſetiled with Great Britain. On the 
other Hind the Duke of Modena was actually arming in Favour 
of the Spaniards, they ſucceeded perfectly in their projected De- 
ſcent upon the Coaſt of Tiſcany, and the Neapolitan Forces 


"were ready to join them, when there was juſt Reaſon to fear 


that France would act on the other Side. 


In theſe perplexed Circumſtances the King of Sardinia ſhew- 


ell himſelf equally firm and prudent. - He was determined to 
act in Favour of the Queen of Hungary; but in ſuch a Situa- 
tion of Things, it was not either requiſite or convenient that 
he ſhould declare his Intention. He publiſhed therefore a Ma- 


' pifeſto, aſſerting his own Rights to the Duchy of Milan, ' which 
be laid dawn as the Foundation for his defending that Country 
* a "Spaniſh Invaſion. Soon after this he entered the Duke 
0 


Modena's Dominions, and upon his Serene Highneſs's re- 
fuſing to diſarm his Troops, and retiring to the Spaniſh\Army, 
his Majeſty made no Difficulty of reducing Modena and Miran- 
Mila by Force, and by a wile and well - conducted Oppoſition, 
forced the Spaniſh Army under the Duke de Montemar to retire 
towards the Frontiers of Naples. 1 a 

But the Spaniards having a ſurer Game to play, and march- 
ing another Army through the South of France, the King found 
It neceffary to return to Turin to provide for the Defence of his 
Country on that Side; and this he did ſo effectually, that the 


Enemy, after attempting to force his Retrenchments at Villa 


franca, were obliged to abandon their Deſign of penetrating 
through the County of Nice; and they were alſo defeated in 
another Attempt they made through the Valley of Barcelonetta. 
It is true that in the Winter they fell upon the Duchy of 
| Gc 3 Savoy, 
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Savoy, and made themſelves Maſters of it; but the King ſoon 
drove them out again, and covered that Country till towards 
the Cloſe of the Tear, when by Pint of ſuperior Force they 

became Maſters of it again. e 
By this Time the Face of Affairs was ſomewhat chang'd in 
Europe, and his Sardinian Majeſty was more at Libeity to 
avow his real Intentions ; which when he found himſelf 2 
of being ſupported by bis Allies, he did without Scruple, and 
his Troops had a. very conſiderable Share in the famous Batile 
of Camp» Santo, which was fought in February 1743, in which 
Count 4/premont, who commanded his Forces in Chief, loſt 
his Life. It is very true, that after the Court of Vienna thought 
fit to recall Marſhal Traun, and ſend Prince Lobkowitz towards 
the Frontiers of Naples, his Majeſty did not appear extremely 
vigorous in ſupporting that Meaſure ; but the Reaſon is very 
plain, and was no other than this, that he ſuſpe&ed his own 
Dominions would be again attacked, as they accordingly were 
in the moſt unlikely Seaſon of the Year, by the French and 
Spaniards in Conjunction. | be oy" 
His Majeſty took the Command of the Army, upon this, Oc- 
caſion, in Perſon, in the Month of October; and though he 
was. ſeized with a violent Cold, ſo that his Head and Face 
were ſwelled to a great Degree, yet he viſited his, Retrench- 
ments himſelf, and contributed not a little by his Preſence to 
the Defeat of the Enemy at the Village of Pont, where they 
loſt five thouſand of their beſt Troops, and were obliged to 
abandon all Hopes of penetrating into Piedmont for that Year. 
Theſe Tranſactions are demonſtrative Proofs how defenſible 
the Entrances of the Dominions of this Prince really are, when 
he is able to defend them, and how impoſſible it would be to 
force him if his Power and Revenue were ſomewhat greater than 
they yet are, though in both he is far ſuperior to his Anceſtors. 
It was about this Time that his Sardinian Majeſty, as the 
ſtrongeſt Proof of his conſtant and unalterable Reſolution to 
ſupport the common Cauſe, and preſerve the Auſtrian Domi. 


nions in Italy, concluded with that Princeſs, and his Britannick 


Majeſty, the famous Treaty of Worms, the only clear and ex- 
plicit Alliance entered into during the War; by the eighth Ar- 


ticle of which he obtained certain Conceſſions in Return for what 


he had already done, and in Conſideration of what by that Treaty 
he undertook to do, and which he afterwards moſt punctually 
and faithfully perform'd. _ WR np Se 

By the ninth Article the Queen of Hungary yielded to him 


any Right ſhe might have in the Marquilate of Final, 2 ** | 
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1 
the Poſſeſſion of the Cenocſe, who were to receive an Equivalent 
for it, excluſive of the general Benefit that was to reſult to 
all /taly from its being made a free Port, and from its open- 
ing a Communication by Sea to. the Dominions of his Sar- 
dinian Majeſty, who from the Terms of this very Treaty, be- 
came the perpetual Protector of the Talian Liberties. By the 


be made till his Majeſty was reſtored. to thoſe Parts of his 
Dominions, of which he had been diſpoſſeſs'd by the common 
Enemies, and of which they continued poſſeſſed, till they were 
totally eaten. up and impoveriſhed, N 
There is no doubt that the Advantages ſtipulated in Favour 
of this Prince by the Treaty beforementioned were very con- 
fiderable ; but when it is remembered that he had already 
dearly earned them, that what was given him' was as much 
for the Good of the common Cauſe as his own, and after 
loſing a great Part, he was ſtill to riſk all the reſt of his Do- 
minions in Defence of this Cauſe ; it is impoſſible for any ſen- 
ſible Man to think that what was thus granted him was too 
much, It is the more neceſſary to clear up theſe Points, be- 
cauſe many Miſtakes have been made about them, and becauſe 
without having a right Idea of them, it is impoſlible this Sub- 
ject ſhould be thoroughly underſtood. EY 
There is another Circumſtance which we muſt not pals 
over in Silence, and it is this; at the very Time the King of 
Sardinia concluded this Treaty, he was offered higher Terms 
in Reſpect to his private Advantage by the French and Spaniards; 
which ſhews the Importance of Friendſhip, and proves the 
Reaſonableneſs of granting him a juſt Equivalent for, the ex- 
traordinary Expences to which he was put, by adhering to 
this Cauſe; There were however ſome Difficulties made in 
the Execution of this Treaty, but they were at laſt got over, 
and his Sardinian Majeſty reaped the Benefit of it in its full 
7 during the War, ſo far as depended upon the Queen 
ot Hungary. keel e r 
The Cimpalt of 1744 afforded new Proofs of his Sardinian 
Myjeſty's Abilities, and of the Significancy of bis Friendſhip. 
In the very Beginning of the Year, the Spaniſh and French 
Army, commanded by the Infant Don Philip and the Prince 
of Conti, aſſembled on the Frontiers, and as ſoon as the Seaſon 
would permit paſſed the Varr, and took Poſſeſſion of the 
Town of Nice upon the firſt of April. His Sardinian Majeſty's | 
Forces, under the Command of the Marquiſs de Suza, re- 
maimed in the Retrenchments thrown up in the Neighbour- 
Cc4 hood 
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_ hoot: of i Momtalban, where on the twenty-ſecond of the ſue 
_— the Enemy attacked them, and bought at a very dey 
Nate vi the Loſs of ſix thouſand Men, excuſes of Offiecry 
a very ſmall Advantage. 10 
But howeder, this enabled them to — into Piedmon,; 
and to lay alli che Country waſte in their Paſſage; and yet they 
bund ſo many Difficulties in this Expedition, that when they 
ſeemed to have in a Manner accompliſhed it, they were gladty 
abimdon all they had taken rather than venture a Battle ; a 
turaing off into the French Territories, took the Rout of (jy: 
feau”Dauphine, which in five ſeveral Attacks, from the ſeven: 
toenth to the nineteenth of July, they could hardly Maſter; v. 
aſter which however, they reduced Demon, and ſo fotcedy {i of 
Paſſage on that Side into Piedmont, in which Country, whey bis 
once they came into it, they lived with al the. Hane al 
Politeneſs of Tartars. 
- 21: Av late as it was in the Year, they besen th Fortes d 
ni, in which there was a ſmall Garriſon commanded by Bir 
Ezutrim, who notwithſtanding defended it with the-utmoſt Rs 
folution, and interrupted the Progreſs of the Beſiegers by ſuc 
well · timed and ſuch well-concerted Sallies, as gave the Kny 
his Maſter Leiſure to come to his Relief, which be attempt 
the thirtieth of September with great Intrepidity, attacking the 
and French in their Lines, which however were f 
well defended, that he retired with ſome Loſs, but not with 
out finding, an Opportunity of letting the Governor know, tha 
ne would very ſoon adventure another Engagement; for wid 
however there was no Occaſion, ſince the French after a gs 
neral Storm, in which they loſt near three thouſand: Men, found 
themſelves i in no Condition to carry on the Siege, and then 
fore raiſed ĩt on the nineteenth of October following, burying 
at their Departure many Pieces of Gannon, and ſuffering i 
their Retreat to ſuch a Degree, thavags one half of ones. 
returned into _ U 4 ‚ 
Zn, 745, the Spaniſh: an e Courts baviay Soner 
[Meaſures Sith. the Republick of Genoa, made very lictle'doui 
of prerpowering the King of Sardinia, more 7 — 
vel certain tat the. Prufians would employ” 
of abe Queen of Hungary in:Germany ; — apart 
mitig was: it · at all alike that they ſhould- have ſuc 
the brennbar VV lens fince-they bad by a vaſt — 
penetrated thtougb : che ids of the Republick as the 
ropoſed, united all — Forces, which+hitherto« they. nent 
ha been able to efftQ, and having received their i 
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aud a Train of Artillery from Genoa, began to attack the moſt 
conſiderable Places ĩn his Sardinian Majelty's Dominions, ſuch 
» Tortina, Alexandria, c. Which were ſo well defended; that 
before they could be reduced, the Army of the two Crowns 
ws leſſened by a full Third. All this Time the Auſtriant 
were acting upon the Defenſive, Things had taken a very bad 
Tum in Germany, and the Rebellion Was at its greateſt Height 


een Cee 8 [+ 12.008 | bed 3 | 

ln ſueh Circumſtances, :and' after a Battle which brought 
their Forces within Sight of Turin, the French ſet on Foot a 
new Negociation with his Sardinian Majeſty, in the Courſe of 
which they made him greater Promiſes than ever, and at: laſt 
offered him his own--Terms-; but the King remained farm to 
his Engagements, and diſcovered the ſame Activity, — — 
and Spirit, as in the former Campaigns. In this he fo wed 
his Father's Example, and ſhewed that while his Allies kept 
the Terms ſtipulated with him, he was incapable of ſetting 
on Foot a ſeparate Treaty, and thereby making himſelf eaſy 
at their Expence, though he might have pleaded Neceſſit 
with as great a Colour as any Prince ever did or could. But 
the Uſe he made of this Conjuncture was to ſet a good Example, 
ind to ſhew that Alliances deliberately made, were to be reli- 
giouſly ind ' $12 > hatred low: ruin 2-0 
In 1 of the ſucceeding Year, when the Cireumſtan- 
ces of the Queen of Hungary allowed her to reinforce her Ar- 
mies in Italy, his Majeſty very early exerted himſelf, and by a 
moſt ſurptizing Stroke of military Courage and Conduct, drove 
the French out of moſt of the Places they had taken in his Ter: 
mories, and [afterwards joining the Auſtrian Army, ſhut them 
p in the City of Placentia. This brought on the famous Battle 
of Rottoffredo;. in which they opened a Paſſage for a Flight out 
of ah, abandoning Genoa to the Reſentment of her Enemies, 
and retiring with Precipitation into Face, whither they were 
— after followed by the Allies. rae: HA = dar — 

is Sar dinian Majeſty took this Opportunity. and availi 

— godd Formne, redwood: — wh 
jemained ĩn his Poſſeſſion to the Cloſe of the War. Theſe glo- 
nous and inconteſtable Proofs of his Wiſdom, Valour, and Pro- 
bit, received the next Near, à noble Addition, by the almoſt 
incredible Victory gained at Exillet, by which the beſt- laid Plan 
he French and Spaniſh Generals ever d. was emirely diſcon 
vented, and the Flames of War hindered from ſpreading again 
bo the Heat of hh. — 
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The different Attempts that were made for reducing the ch 
of Genog after its Revolt, had all the Aſſiſtance and Countey, 
ance given them from this Monarch that could be expeteg 
conſiſtent with his Safety, tho” he had many Reafons to be gi 
pleaſed with the Uſage he met with in the original Capituly 
tion. Yet Surmiſes there were, as if ſomewhat of Indiſf. 
rence had appeared in his Conduct in this Point, which if te 
muſt have been prejudicial to the common Cauſe. We mr 
not, however, obliged -to credit any fuch Story, without the 
flighteſt-Degree of Evidence, more eſpecially when it is te. 
membered, that his Sardinian Majeſty deſired to have a militay 
Miniſter conſtantly reſident in his Court during the War on the 


Part of the Crown of Great Britain, who might aſſiſt in Coun. | 


eils, and ſee the Corps that were employed every Campaign, tha 
1 might appear he fulfilled in every Reſpe& the Terms flipy. 
lated on his Part by the Treaty of Suſidy, which Punctualiy 
his Majeſty : conſidered as the moſt efficacious Means for pre- 
ſerving the ' Friendſhip of Great Britain, even when the War 
ſhould be at an End; and in this there is no doubt but he wil 
fand his Account. | Wk 
In the Negociation carried on at Aix la Chapelle, for the de. 
finitive Treaty of Peace, his Majeſty employed the. Chevalier 
4Offorio, and the Count de Ia Chavannes. By the ſixth At. 
ticle of the Treaty concluded-there, he was obliged to reſtore 
to the Republick of Genoa, and to the Duke of Modena, whit, 
ever had been taken from them; ſo that by this Means he 
loft both Savona and Final, and conſequently all that had 
been ſtipulated in his Favour by the Treaty of Worms, as to 
the laſt mentioned Place; but by the ſame Article the Duchy 
of Savoy, and the County of Nice were reſtored to him by the 
Houſe: of Bourbon. By the ſeventh Article he made a folemn 
Reſignation of that Part of the Duchy of Placentia; which hal 
been yielded to him by the Empreſs Queen, by the Treaty be. 
forementioned. - But by the twelfth Article, the Poſſeſſion of 
all his former Acquiſitions, as well as thoſe that were left to him 
in Conſequence of the Treaty of Worms, were recognized and 
ſecured, and he likewiſe obtained the general Guarantee cltz- 
bliſmed by that Treaty for thoſe Provinces, as well as for all the 
Reſt of his Dominions wherever ſituated, or in what Manger (o- 
ever acquire. een 1 
We will now take a ſhort Survey of the Territories of this 
Monarch, as they ſtand ſince the Concluſion of the Peace, 
diſtinguiſhing the modern Acquiſitions from the hereditary 


Eſtates deſcended from his Anceſtors. The Iſland of Sardin 
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i, next to Sicily, the largeſt in the Mediterranean 3 it is about 


forty-five Leagues in Length, and twenty id Breadth, has ſe- 
zeral good Ports and large Towns very populous for its Size; 
though the Air is not reputed very wholeſome to Strangers. 
It produces. a coarſe ſtrong Wine, and a conſiderable Quan · 
tity of Oil, but the Staple Commodity is Corn, of which in a 
very plentiful, Year there has been exported to the Value of two 
hundred thouſand Pounds Sterling. The People are rough and 
wpoliſhed, live in a Kind of barbarous Plenty, which afford - 
ing them, much Meat and little Labour, they look upon their 
owa Iſland as a Paradiſe, out of which they are drawn with 
great Reluctaney. We have ſhewn that the late King Vicro- 
Amadeus was obliged to accept this Iſland inſtead of Sicily; and 
25 it is now managed, it affords a tolerable Revenue, more eſpe- 
cially when the King's Circumſtances permit him to receive it in 
Cams ...* | TAY ned bl 
The Duchy of Savoy is a large but very far from a fruit- 
ful Country; however, the Inhabitants are a hardy and laborious 
People, and by their Induſtry ſubſiſt tolerably well. The Prin- 
cipality of Piedmont is a very large, and the beſt Part of it a 
yery fertile and well-cultivated Country, much leſs expoſed 
than Savoy, on Account of the difficult Entrances into it very 
ſtrong by Nature, and moſt of them well fortified by Att. 
Twin, which is the royal Reſidence, is a very large and beau- 
tiful City, ſtanding on the River Po, and admirably well 
fortified. The County of Nice is leſs fruitful, but of great 
Importance, as it is almoſt the only Part of the King's Do- 
minions on the. Continent, which lies upon the Sea. Theſe 
Countries are the ancient Patrimony of his Majeſty's Family, 
but the Additions made to them are very conſiderable. The Mont- 
ferrat is a Duchy that was formerly annexed to that of Mantua, 
but the Houſe of Savoy had an old Claim to it, which was revived 
when the laſt Duke of Mantua was put under the Ban of the Em- 
pire in 1708, when the preſent King of Sardinia's Father obtained 
the laveſtiture of it from the Emperor, which was confirmed 
to him by the Peace of Utrecht. The Diſtricts which from Time 
to Time have been acquired at the Expence of the Duchy of 
Milan, have augmented. very conſiderably both the Power and 
the Revenue of his Sardinian Majeſty, and have alſo extended 
his Influence in ſuch a Manner, as to make his Friendſhip very 
eſſential to the Safety of all bis Neigbbours; ſo that he is 
july eſteemed one of the moſt conſiderable Potentates in 
lay, excluſive of his Expectancies, which if any of his Fa- 
mily ſhould come to enjay, would render them one: of the moſt 
conſiderable Powers in Europe. 
ne: The 
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Tbe Commecce of theſe Countries was heretofore' ſo 
ng. The Cogn as to be ſcarce worthy of. Notice, but by Pepe! 
and under the two. laſt Reigns more eſpecially, 3. * 185 N. pre 
been very much changed. The Staple Commodt ) Pe. 0 
ont is a Kind of 'Silk indiſpenſably neceſſary in 1 1 ly Mam. 
Aactures, and his. Sardinian Majeſty has Ns this under fuk 
Regulations as make it riſe to the hi igheſt Am or Fd Oflible; the 
8 avigation of the Po. enables the Tokabitanis 5 in, mate 

cent Country to carry on à conſiderable Trade i 10 Vadg, 
"There i ts 2 little (and but à little) Traffick ring. at Ale and 
"and Villafr afranca. Beſides all theſe; his Sardinian Majeſty ts 
.gadual 1 ſilently poſſeſſed hinaſelf of all the Paſſige h 
. which the inland Trade is carried on between France and 0h 
and having it by this Means in his Power to lay what Dutt 
thinks proper, derives from thence an additional Revenue, with 
is not only of great Conſequence in itſelf, but the more ſo h 
Keepin the neighbouring States in a Kind of Depend, 
through Fear of the Injuries he might otherwiſe do the Cob: 
mercę of their Subjects. 

4 This Account, conciſe as it is, ſufficiently demoh the 
«Power of his Sardinian Majeſty, and the Truth of what r 
at firſt laid down, that it is both natural and expedient the 
Balle of Italy ſhould be held by him. His Intereſts ſeem 
to direct, the Situation of his Country demands, and tx 
withqut the leaſt Suſpicion of Flattery, we may add, the Cat 
duct of the preſent King deſerves it. Whatever Addis of 
Territory be receives from any Quarter, is not more in Ad 
quiſition to him, than to the common Cauſe ; and de hai 
Reaſon to wich his Power increaſed, becauſe we "ſee the it 
of bis Power has been exerted for the nobleſt Purp os, os 
ſerving the Freedom and Independency of 7taly, wh 
; yon will be aways. at his Heart, and in b Spe. | 

The Doubts and Suſ 2 which weak and narrow Mok 
have been, at certain Seaſons, too apt to ſuggeſt” with Reb 
"rence. to this Feat Prince's Conduct, are in Reality as idle at6 
improbable, - as they are falſe and 'groundleſs ; ; "becauſe it 
- impaſſible that the Houſe of Bowrbon ſhould ever give him i 

* Security for the Performance of the Promiſes they may be i. 

"duced to make bim. A little Conſideration will ſet this in ti 
ſtrongeſt Point of 79 — The Offers they made bim bat 
been en almoſt without Limits, which, at the ſame Time that! 

-ſhews his Importance, muſt convince him, that "unleſs tht 
had mighty Views for their own Advantage they would new 

make them. But what are theſe Views? The _— 

uperi 


p Wy as 


tim an Opportunity of knowing their Maxims fo well, wh 
they profelled themſelves his Friends, that it is the” preare! 


4  4bſucdity to ſuppoſe be can eper be brovght to traft them, 

\. Wi had them ( long, and to fuch a Degree, his Enemies. 
BR 5145 to,prevent bis having a Maſter, 'that he engaged in the 
| k fate War, and run ſo mati Riſks in the Courſe of it. This 
n manifeſtly the Baſis of the Treaty, of Yorms, the whole 
i Scope of which was to render netfee: rang and to give bim 
1 N of ſupporting that Independen exp. 


A 


11 


2 


ſo that under theſe two laſt — very conſiderable Jy 
antly kept up, and the 
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. 
which he muſt be ſo long as they deſite to preſerve their Do. 
minions in Italy. | 8 1 un 
© Upon: theſe Principles therefore we may fafely lay it down 
that though bis Revenue is not fo barge as that of the Grey 
Duke, vet he is one of the greateſt Powers in #aly, and is 
juſtly eſteemed fo by his Neighbours, his Allies, and his Ene. 
mies. His Claim upon the — of Geneva, and the Attemyis 
made by ſome of his Predeceſſors to become Maſters of i 
will be hardly ever forgot by that little Republick, which bow. 
ever is ſufficiently covered from either his Ambition, or his 
Reſentment, by its ſtrict League with the Sto v Cantons, a 


well as by the Protection it may always expect from the Frend 
oy The "Pretetifiors he inherits from his Anceftots'wikwns, 


Places poſſeſſed by the Republick of Genoa, will probably 
hinder him, at leaſt for ſome Years, from living in any ſtric 
— "ny of Harmony with that Commonwealth, which is na- 
turally jealous of him, and will probably continue fo ; though 
if they knew their own Intereſt, they would certainly compro- 
miſe their Differences with this Prince, which would be + 
Thing of great Conſequence to both. His taking the Title 
of King of Cyprus, and ſome other Circumſtances, has created 
#Coldnefs between this Monarch and the Republick of Venice, 
though it is certainly for their mutual Intereſt to forget old Ia - 
juries, and to aſſiſt each other. * e F171 
There have been formerly high Diſputes between his Ma. 
Jjeſty*s' Predeceſſors and the Pope, which have been renewed 
in the faſt, and even in the preſent Reign, but they ſeem 
now buried in Oblivion, as they ought to be, conſidering that 
his Holineſs muſt be long ago convinced by Experience that 
the Thunder of the Vatican has loſt its Efficacy, and Ex- 
communications will do very little, either with this Prince or 
his Subjects; and as to the temporal Power of the Pope, it 
is not to be compared with that of the Sardinian Mo- 
The Territories of the King of the Two Sicilies, if we con- 
ſider him only in the Light of an Halian Potentate, lie at too 
great a Diſtance to create any Differences between them; 
but conſidered as a Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon, the King 
of Sardinia cannot but be jealous of any Augmentation of bis 
Power. But to ſay the Truth, the great Point which this 
Monarch muſt always keep in View, is the ballancing the Power 
of that Houſe and the Houſe of Auſtria; to the latter of which, 
| notwithſtanding 
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notwithſtanding his near Relation in Blood to the former, it is 
more natural for him to adhere. | \ 
As Things ſtand at preſent, it is. far from being probable 
that the Court of Vienna will incline to Meaſures that may 
juſtly provoke a Prince, to whom ſhe has ſa many. Obliga« 
tions, for whoſe Aſſiſtance ſhe muſt have ſo often Occaſion z; 
and who in that Caſe, would eaſily find . Reſources: ſufficient 


. to defend himſelf againſt all Attempts. On the other Hand, 


while from a due Regard to their reſpective Intereſts, a good 
Correſpondence is kept up between them, the Light of Experi- 
ence plainly ſhews, that their Enemies will find it very hard to 
make any. Impreſſion upon either; and in Proceſs of Time it ia 
highly probable that ſuch Alterations may happen in Spain, as will 
reader their Capacity of defending themſelves ſtill greater than 
they are at preſent, re | one 
But with Reſpe& to the Houſe of Bourbon, though it will 
be always decent and proper for his Sardinian Majeſty. to 
preſerve for it a juſt Meaſure of Reſpect and Complaiſance; 
yet as his Safety muſt perpetually depend upon the Greatneſs. 
of his -own Strength, and the Limitation of their Power, fo 
it can never become either requiſite or agreeable. to him to 
enter into any cloſe Alliance with that Family, the aggran - 
dzing of which muſt be always, if not at his Expence, at 
the Riſque of bis Security. There are alſo good Reaſons to 
believe, that France will not eaſily be drawn to quarrel with a 
Prince, who keeps as it were the Gates of her Dominions, 
ad who may be juſtly ſtiled a Terror to her, while ſhe. is 
ſo to all the Reſt of her Neighbours; for, without Doubt, if 
the King of Sardinia were thoroughly provoked, . and the Houle 
of Auſtria at full Liberty to ſupport him, he might carry his 
Arms either into Dauphin or Provence, or perhaps into both 
a the ſame Time, more efficaciouſly than in the laſt, or the 
preceding War; in both which, however, Irruptions on this Side 
have brought the French Monarchy into Circumſtances of very 
great Diſtreſs. 18 
As for the Maritime Powers, they are, though at a Diſtance, 
the natural and conſtant Allies of the Monarch of whom we 
are ſpeaking; becauſe their Intereſts and his are the ſame: 
And if a good Port could be made in the County of Nice. 
capable of admitting Men of War, he would be quickly able 
not only to maintain his own Freedom, but alſo to protect the 
Liberty and Independency of Haly againſt all Invaders: Al- 
Gan he would not be even then in a Capacity of giving Law 
ers. 
If 
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If once the Affairs of this Part of the World were put ing 
ſuch a Situation, the Benefits reſulting to the People then 
as well as to all the Reſt of Exnupez would be ſo great and h 
evident, that his Sardinian Hey _ * Room bo 
apprehend. any new Confederacy formed againſt him, C 
"Nezghbours Leid be ther ts \willina 10 bed hat Sent. 
for want of conſidering it properly j they fotmerly ſeemed ayer 
to receive it. | 
We have dwelt 


.Mayner, in which we 
Cn ona 


2 


try, as well as to the parti 6 Tal 


* — 


ting again. But there z 


have as much Reaſon to guard as a trading Nation, as the fly 


1. 


„ Sardinia himſelf has Cauſe to peer as far as poffible, th 


5 


bis Enemies, though at a Iarge Expence to ourſelye 
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od (100/72 2 "off 8 
dg ih i gie cee wr ya asc 
Nie Projent, State. of the Daminians, of the Haie 
henry nil AUSTRIA 11 Italya zo, 10 uss 3} 


Münte en 


1 „ che Death of Charles It. King of Spam, s 


Kr. Male of, the eſgel Branch of the Houſe” Bf Een Was 


to divice bis Territories in foch a manner between . 


© 


Part, of ite Houſe of Auſtria, and the Deſcendants gf! 
"Paiphin of ee 45 tight prelerve the Traggas ef 
peat, that Times , 2nd the Ballince of " Power for he 
ute. It was. to, anſwer this End, that by the Treaties öf C 
trecht and Baden, all the e in Tay Were le. 
cured to the Emperor Charles VI. and the Quarople AUR, 
ind all the, Negaciations founded thereon, were bullt upon the 
anne 
| By thele Means his Imperial Majeſty became poſſeſſed of the 
Kagdom of Naples and Sicily, the noble Duchy of Milan] bd 
al its-Dependencics, together with the Duchy of Mantua, whith 
wss ſeized upon the late Duke Charles IV's adhering to 9 
zo the preceding War, and dying in Exile at Venice. The D 
chies of Parma and Placentia were yielded to him by the Treaty 
bf Vienna, as an Equivalent for Naples and Sicily, though in che 
Opinion of the Gourt of Vienna, but a poor one. 
„ The noble Duchy of Milan, which has been deſervedly eſ- 
teemed one of the fineſt Principalities in Europe, is above two 
bundred and forty Miles in Length, and eigkty in Breadth. It 
is generally divided, together with the Countries annexed to 
i, into thirt en Diſtricts, viz. The Milancſe Proper. The 
Paveſe, The Lodeſan. The Cremoneſe. The Comaſto, The 
County of Angbiera. The Vallies of Sea. The Novareſe. 
The Vigevanois. The Lomeline. The Alexandrin. The Tor- 
tingſe;! And the Territory of Bobbio. But of theſe, ſeveral 
have been granted to the King of Sardinia, ſome by the Em- 
peror Charles VI. and others by the Empreſs Queen now reign- 
ing, as we have already ſhewn in another Place; but notwith- 
ſtanding this, what remains to the Houſe of Auſtria, may be 
ſlill eonſidered as one of the faireſt and fineſt Countries in her 
Poſſeſſion. | | 
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It lies in a moſt pleaſant Climate, and is bleſt with as fruit 
a Soil as any in Europe, watered by the noble Rivers Po, Ty. 
ſin,  Adda, and Seſſia, beſides the famous Lakes of Magitr, 
Lugano, and Como. But to come to the moſt material Point 
the Reveriues that are drawn from it amount to at leaſt -three 
hundred thouſand Pounds Sterling, a Year, beſides its fumiſ- 
ing Subſiſtence for thirty thouſand Men, and enabling the Cour 
of Viema to provide wth Governments and Preferments, Et 
clefiaſtical, Military, and Civil, Numbers. of her Dependent, 
and that too; which is no very eaſy, Matter, even to the Exten 
of. their Hopes and Wiſhes. 
The Duchy of Maritua is alſo a very fine Country, about ff 
Miles in Length, but ſo unequal in Breadth, that there is ng 
faying any thing of it with Certainty. The Capital is very large, 
and Withal one of the beſt Fortreſſes in Italy, both by Art and 
Nature ; the Country abounds in Corn, Fruit, Flax, Silk, ul 
Cattle, and the Revenue is uſually computed at about a founh 
Part of that of Milan. ne 
At the Concluſion of thoſe Treaties which followed the loc 
War upon Account of the Spaniſh Succeſſion, the Emperor en- 
e to give the Duke of Gua/talla a competent. Satif 
faction for his Pretenſions to the Duchy of Mantua, whith 
were thought to be pretty well founded, but what that Satif 
faction amounted to, or when it was given, no Author I har 
ever yet met with mentions ; but this is very certain, that when 
his Serene Highneſs 7o/eph Maria Gonzagua, Duke of Guaſtally 
wr 4746 without Iſſue Male, Poſſeſſion was taken of hi 
minions on behalf of the preſent Emperor. It will be vey 


24 ” 


proper to mention here, that his prefent Imperial Majeſty has by 


| Deſcent a better Title to the Succeſſion of Cua/talla, and per. 


haps I ſhould not err, if 1 ſaid Mantua too, than any other Prind 
in the World; and therefore it was his Right. 

It is very eaſy to conceive, even upon this light Survey, d 
how great Importance the Zalian Dominions were. to the G- 
deur of the Houſe of Zuy/fria, and how much Reaſon the Em 
preſs Queen had to take every Step poſlible for preſerving, then 
at the Beginning of the late War, ſince at that Time, and 
in the Courſe of it, they conſiſted of five fine Duchies, » 
Milan, Mantua, GCuaſtalla, Parma, and Placentia, yielding 
clear Revenue if they could have been kept of very little | 
than fix hundred thouſand Pounds a Year, beſides accidentd 
Advantages, and the great Conveniency of providing the Prines 
and Princeſſes, or as they are tiled at Vienna, the * 


[493 |] 
il WY archdicheſtvof that auguſt Line, with Governmets, in which” 
„bey might have reſided with Dignity and Magnifice nee, Httle 
„ inferior to that of ſovercign Princes. It is true, that in eder 


to be in a Condition to defend theſe Dominions; K Was - 
ceſſary to make conſiderable Gefons to the King ef S 
ama; but then it is likewiſe true, that by making theſe Get- 
ſons, thoſe Dominions were actually preſerved ; and · whter a 
bloody and expenlive War of ſeveral Years Gontinuanee, thee - 
was not a Foot of them loſt, but on the contrary, the Whole 
Duchy of Mufena'and its Dependencies, together with à Hart 
of the Territories of the Republick of Genoa; were actus 
wnqtered, and remained in the Poſſeſſion of the Empreſs 
Queen and his Sardinian Majeſty; at the Conciufion of the 
Pais £3127 ba Be 02 iel naß 1, (61,63, 292! 

By the Treaty of Ax la Chapelle; a proviſional Eſtabliſta. 
ment was made for the royal Infant Don Philihb, en 
ſvallowed- up the Duchiies of Parma and Placentia, aud Gua/- 
talla, and confequently reduced the Dominions of the Houſe bf 
Arfiria, to the Duchirs of Mantra and Milan only z und tht 
hater of theſe ſeverely diſmembered, Yet notwituiſtanditig hefe 
Misfortunes; the Territories ſtill: preſerved are very cnlideg- 
gle, more eſpecially if we conſider two Advantages Wit ieh 
they are attended: the firſt is, that; they are capable f Main- 
faining a Forte ſufficient for their own Defento, and nent, that 
pon any ney, the Court of Viemma cun phur hM Reis- 
xeement ſhe pleaſes into theſe}: Duchies through the ? tb 
at notwithſtanding the Power and Ambition of the Hquſe of 
Parbos, there is good Reaſon to hope that theſe Countries, in 
be Condition they are now in, will remain in che peaceable. 
Poſſſion of their auguſt Sovereign, not only from the Forer 
of the general Guaranty contained in that Treaty, but from the 
Intereſt of the other'Powers in #aly;' to preſerde the Houſe of 
Auſtria in its prefent Condition, as à Point eſſentially nextſſit y 
0 the Ballance. eee en ee ? & e - 
There has been, ever ſince the Goncluſion of that famous 
Treaty, a Rumour of a Congreſs to be held for cortipoſig'«« 


anl WWnicably the diſcordant Intereſts in Hay; for whaover the 
2 reaty bf Ax Ja Chap lle might bez with- Reſpect to. ihe ether 
+ Parts of Europe, it was very fur from being definitive ere, fc 
e 


t has" left Things in ſuch à Situation as it is -irtipo ſible they 
ould continue long. But then this Defect is attended t 
ircumſtance, whether owing to the Penetration of rhoſt able 
oliticians who negociatod it or not, we will not preſume 
ietermine, which. in a good 8 6 
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- hat” Circamſtance is this ;. all the Potentates. whole Ilten 
were regulated by that Treaty, are equally diflatisfied and if. 
treſſed, Wich will probably. have this gaod Conſequence, that 
"hey. will copcur in Gs ſuch Alterations for their mutual Con. 
, Yenience may procure a definitive Eſtabliſhment of their 10. 
ſpectite enten for the reciprocal Benefits of the ſevera 
Parties. Something of this Sort has been long in Agitation; 
and hen by ſecret and ſilent Negociations, the principal Point 
are ſettled, it is thought that a Congreſs will be held at Piſa fa 
-adjuſting leſſer Matters, and putting all Things into Form. When 
this is over, and not till then; we e ſhall have a clear and diſtinct 
View of the Diſtribution of Power in this Part of the World, 
apdabeuefhre what has been already ſaid, and what wer have far 
15 er to. lays! muſt remain ſubject to the Conſequences that may 
un from any Exchanges or other er dich * be 
ten made NN 
AInithe menn Time it is ee ne Intereſt of dhe Houſe of 
"Auſtria; with Reſpect to her-Dominions ae preſerre 1 
ſtrict Friendſhip with the King of Sardinia, and a fair and equl 
Behaviour Ward all her Neighbours. his would hate been 
Times enceeding proper and advantageous, but at preſent 
itpis:indiſpenſably neceſſary, + For tho it may ſeem, a Parador 
10 Maiatain, yet in Time it will be found a political Trut, 
that the. Loſs of Power in ah may prove the Means of 
augmenting the fluence of the Houſe of Auſtria, A mo- 
derate, firm; and juſt Conduct, will not only excite Vene. 
ration and Eſteem, but will by Degrees beget Confidence 
$9.9 ſtrong Attachment, fince now In jectous. Apprehenſion 
oved, and the Protection of that Pawer may be ſo 
dou au Fear: that this may give Occaſjon to dangerous It 
Eroachments., 

"Wheneyer this wall be brought about, It will promote i 
Terr e and an extenſive Union, founded Upon 4 mutual Re. 
0 5 and a Concurrence of natural Intereſts, Which will a 
di, 2 much bigher | and mote effectual Security chan an 10 
Tr Guarantees. It may poſſibly be ſuggeſted, that yen 
e 9 Bore J #8 4 a, private ren, e cannot d 
mbeh- Rega this Conjecture be founded in " 

ature. of -.- Things and ariſes: from a ſerious” Cortemplativi 
Facts 1 cannot, be denied, it may be juſlified'by Cor 
75 tit be whoſe Gonſecture it will. For after al, 

Nin be. a that private Specolatifl in poltticks Have feen 
far into Events as more elevated Pofiticiins'; 2 


— neither blinded by their Paſſions, nor miſled 2 
qo Iplitay 


, 
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Lights, the 70 derive as many Advantages from thenee as great 
enden from their private Intelligence; ſiner Negocia- 
tions and Intrigues, howſoever ſo well contrived, of how fe. 
crelly ſoever managed, rarely reach the Ends s propoled by by them 

but are counter acted by Circumſtances neglected or overlooked 
by their Authors; and' yet obvious 95667 to thoſe ho dentént 
themſelves with ot 1 inſtead of s the Phe 

Fx of of 05 — 
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4 ant Aer if the Grand Duchy of Toca 
be Manner in wbich it is pg 77 % bis pre ſent 
' Imperial Majeſty, the Rank * thereby as 

mont the Italian Princes; the Aduantuges de- 
rived from thence to the Auſtrian” Dominion; 
and the Reaſons which particulariy tere, he 
Maritime Pawers in Reſpect to this Souereigniy, 
and the Preſervation of it in the Hands its no 
in, and in the ſame (TY in i e 


fu Jabs. 
1 . 315126 


Tus Grand NO of ound is ER? of the, Terti: 
tories that formerly belonged to the three ſmall but 1. 
Republicks, iz. thoſe of Florence, Sienna, and Piſl iſa. LS 
bout the middle of the fifteenth Century that Cn de Medicis fei 95 
pho. had the glorious Sirname of the Father of his Country 
ſumed the ſupreme Power. a de Medicis, bis Defc 

dant, was made Doke of Florence, by the Empetor 1 5 
n 1531. He was ſucceeded by his Cota Coſmo, who ha 7 


we ( 121016" oy: is 


Title of Grand-Duke beſtowed upon him by Pope Pius V: 


1 


order to raiſe him toaRank ſuperior to the Princes of 1 10 aly,ths 
he had the Title only of Serene Highneb, whereas that 7 Roy ; 


eb was given to the Duke of Savoy About the in 
of the preſent Century the Grand Puke G nd the Th in, 
ing the, Title of Royal Highoeſs given by the Pali 

to the Duke of Lorrain, app llecbi Ae likewiſe to i ue 
ral Majeſty in order to n the ſane Fayour, Wh ich 1 * ace 
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This Prince, after a long and happy Reign, deceaſed Ochles 
31, 1723, and was ſucceeded in his Dominions by his Son 7% 
Gaſton de Medicis, the laſt Heir Male of his Fan NV. The ln 
fant Don Carlos, at preſent, King of the Two, Sicilies, was, de 
clared his Heir, and ſoon after his Arrival in Italy aſſumed, wit 
the Conſent of the Grand Duke, the Title of Hereditary Gray 
Prince of Tuſcany. But upon the Concluſion of that War hy 
which he acquired the Kingdoms he now enjoys, it was ſlipuly, 
ed by the Treaty of Vienna, that the Grand Duchy. of T; »ſcam 
ſhould be given to Francis Duke of Lorrain in Exchange for tha 
Duchy, which was yielded to.þis moſt Chriſtian. Majeſty att: 
the Demiſe of King Stan iſlaul un. 
The Bounds that are generally aſcribed to Tuſcany; are th 
River Tiber, the Apennne: Mauntains, and the River Mapry, 
The whole Extent of this Countiy from South to Notz 
is about one hundred and thirty Miles, and about one; bundrey 
and twenty from Eaſt to Well. It is waſhed on the South: and 
on the Weſt by the Maditerranoan, and with Reſpect to Streng 
and Coavenience, it has all the Advantages from. Sikvatiqn d 
can be wiſhed. As to the Soil of this Country, . itcis in ſaue 
Parts mountainous, where, there are Mines of Copper, Ito, 
Silver and Allum, and Quarries of five Marble, Alabaſter at 
Norphyry. In other Parts it abounds with pleaſant Hills -whi 
axe covered with Vioes, Oranges, Lemons, Olives, and. or 
Fruits, and in ſome Places there are Vallies which /-produe 
Abundanceof Corn and Gras. 
It has many little Rivers, but the chief of them is the 41m. 
'The other Commodities beſide: thoſe. already mentioned, 
Wo I, Flax, Saffron, Serges, woollen Cloths, Silks, Tape 
ties, gilt Leather, earthen. Ware, Perfumes, c. Tbere d 
no Country in the World here the People are; generally fpeik 
ing, better adapted to mercantile Affairs, or where they:knox 
better how to make this Diſpoſition of theirs. turn to Accoutt 
All the Prioces of the Houſe of Medicis were themelves Mer 
chants, and by their Example Commerce has been always thougit 
8 ought to be thought elſe where, a Thing not wal 
id compati le with Nobility... PU oth * 3 194 _— 
The Country. round about. Florence is.excellently cultivate, 
and ths City .xlelf ſo rich and ſo beautiful, that: it, is tiled 
Home and,Abroad.Fiozz re the Fair, according to the lain 
Humour of beſto ing Epithets upon all their gieat Ciues. In 
other two Parts of the Grand Duke's Dominions, viz. ts 
Piſan and the Sienngje, tho“ the Country is not at all inferior u 
the Florentine, are far from being fo well peapled, and ood 
wy ns | quent) 
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vently from being ſo much improved. On the contrary, in 
— Places they lie almoſt waſte for want of Inhabitants, which 
has been owing chiefly to the ſealouly of their Princes. As this 
Humour is now pretty well wore out, theve is good Reaſon to 
hope that theſe Countries may reeover, at leaſt to a tolerable 
Degree, tho“ not to their aricient-Spiendor in the Times when 
Piſa and Sienna were Republicks, and eit: er of them very capable 
of making Head againft Florence, This ſhews the different Ef- 
fects of Government, and that Places may derive from- Liberty 
almoſt as great Bleſſings as from Nature... 

But the great Glory of T»/cany, and the true Source of her 
Power and Wealth, at leaſt in modern Times, have been her 
famous Port of Leghorn, or as the [talians call it Livorno, ob- 
tained in Exchange for Sarzana from the Genoeſs, The Coun- 
try about it was formerly a vile Moraſs, or rather Quagmire, 
the noxious Steams of which rendered the Air unwholefome; 
but by the Skill and Pains of an Engliſiman, Sir Rbbert Dudley, 
Son ta Queen Elizabeth's potent Favourite the Earl of Feiraftep, 
and himſelf created Duke of Northumberland by the Emperor, 
the Soil was rendered habitable, the Air much leſs unwholeſome, 
and the Port improved ſo as to become the belt in-/raly;” - | 

By his Advice alſo it was made a free Port, that is, the Du- 
ties inwards are very eaſy, and upon Exportation there ave-n& 
Duties at all, This has rendered it for about a Century paſt the 
great Magazine of the Levant Trade, and drawn thither Me- 
chants from all Parts, more eſpecially cus and Armenians; of 
whom many refide there, and have great Privileges allowed 
them,” But aſtet all, the greateſt Part of the Commeree was and 
is carried on by the Subjects of the Maritime Powers, who far 
that Reaſon have their Conſuls reſident there, and intereſt them 
ſelves upon all Occaſions in its Favour, | UTI: oft 

On this Account, Care has been taken to ſtipulate in all the 
Treaties ſince the Quadruple: Alliance, that the Port of Leg 
in ſhould remain in its preſent Situation, in whoſe Hands 


ever it Was left; which however to ſole may appear almoſt a 


needleſs Precaution, ſince it is of ſuch very high Imporranoe to 
the Sovereign of Tyſeany that it ſhould ſo remain. It is in Truth 
the great Wheel which gives Motion to the Trade of: that 


Country, and attracts thither the richeſt Commodities and the 


moſt valuable Manufactures of Italy, from whence vaſt Advan- 


ages ariſe; not _— the Subjects of the Grand Duke; but alſo 


to the Prince himſelf ; hence one would be tempted to ſu 7 
hat Reſpect to his own Intereſts might ſupetſede the Neceſſity of 
any ſuch Interpoſition. | e 

N D d 4 Beſides, 


4051 
Beſides, the Friendfhip of the Maritime Powers is'a Thing of 
ſo gebat Conſequence to whatever Prince is in Poſſeſſion of 3; 
cany, that the bare Conſideration of that ſee ms to be a Motine 
more than ſufficient to ſecure all the” Immunities gramted to the 
Port of Leghoru from the ſmalleſt Violation. However in Ma. 


ters of ſo tender a Nature nothing ovght io be neglected, and 


therefore we have the greater Reaſon to perſuade ourſelves, tha 


a Thing ſo perfectly agreeable to the Intereſt of all een 


never become the Subject of any Kind of Diſpute. 
Join Gaſlon de Medici, Grand Duke of 7 — 'boving ha 
the-Moritication to ſee his Territories diſpoſed of in- his Life. 
time to Strangers, notwithſtanding all the 1 
paſſibly give to that Meaſure; left this World 7 9; 4737, and 
his Royal-Highneſs the Duke of Lorrain ſucceeded him withouy 
the leaſt Diſpute, in Conſequence of the Fourth Artiels of the 
Preliminaries figned at jenna in 1735 Throughout the whole 
Courſe'of the laſt: War, the Grand Duchy of Tuſcany was cot 
ſidered as a neutral Country, as indeed it ought; Forty 1m perizl 
Majeſty: holding it in Exchange, and under the ame Kd 
Surceſſion with thoſe of his hereditary Countries of Lorrain and 
Barr, there could be no Pretence formed to his Prejudice; ot 
iat could ſo much as afford _ Colour for diſtutbiog or d. 
ſtreſſing his Subjccts. * lo W 
At is to be hoped that this: Procedent will be: exaQtly followed: 
incaſe any further Diſturbances ſhould-break out in ihis Comty 
and it is very eaſy to perceive what real Advantages are deri 
from ſo valuable a Privilege, more eſpecially when it reſpects v 
Country which Iubſiſts in a great Meaſure by Trade, and which 
in Conſe quence of this Privilege muſt always prove, as it did 
the laſt War, the Aſylum of ſuch as have v other Deſre m 
to live by the Fruits of their own Induſtry. 1 
It is now Time to ſpeak of the Revenue md Farm of this 
Principality. The Grand Dukes of T7; uſcany were always le. 
markable for their prudent Qconomy, which rendered then 
withaut Gampariſon.. the richeſt Princes in Zaly ; ihey "were 
graat Patrons of Induſtry and Arts, very attentive*to what migtt 


ptomote the Welfare f their Subjects, and omitted nothing: 


that might engage Strangers of Merit to feitle amongſt them. 
Vet the Polniciags of Haly had always a Notion, that though 
in all other Reſpecta theſe Princes made very good Shepherds, 
they were nevertbeleſs apt to ſhear their Flocks a little too cloſe,” 
Howeret that Matter may be, it was never thought-an- exttaes- 
gt Computation when the Revenues of this Grand Duchy 
were eſtimated at between three. and. four; Millions of Crowns 
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yearly, one Half of which, at leaſt in Tĩmes of Peace, remained 
fe in the Goffers; of the Grand Duke, or if it found its Way 
out, was employed in Trade, or lent to his Subjects at a good 
lntereſt. Whether the Savings are aitogether as great now as in 
fumer Times, may poſſibly admit of ſome Doubt, but there is 
none with Regard to the Income, which is as great as ever. 

The Grand, Duke had alſo commonly thirty. thouland Men 
in Pay, or rather inrolled; but as they were ſeldom called to 
Service, ſome have ſuſpe cted that inſtead. of coſting him any 
Thiog, his Troops might poſſibly. contribute to the lucreaſe of 
hb Revenue. Iu the Situation that Things, are now, there is a 
{mall regular Force, and but à very: ſmall one, maintained by 
the Grand Duke, but the Militia either are, or might be, put 
upon the ſame Foot as in former Times. he Princes of the- 
Houſe: of Medicis had like wiſe a conſiderable maritime Force, 
by, which; is meant a conſiderable Force in Reſpect to their? 
Noigbbours, which tho' in itſelf no great Mauer, yet the Grand 
Doke's Squadron of Gallies, in Conjunction with choſe of 
Naples, and the Pope, kept the Sea clear of Privatetts, and the 
lohabitants of the Coaſt without Apprehenſion of being inſult- 
ed by the Gorſairs. of Harbary. lu à Word, the Grand:Dukes: 
of Tyſcany,/ through their Wealth. and their Power, under the 
Direction of a right Plan of Policy, maintained a high Repota- 
noa, and were eſtecmed and treated by their Neighboors as 
the greateſt Princes in Italy; as in Return, they, uere never 
wanting either in good Oſtices, or in any other: A ſſiſtance to- 
wards ſuch of their Neighbours as were oppreſſęd, or ſecmod 
to be in Danger of Oppreſſion. This therefore, as far as it is 
practieable, ought to be the Policy of modern Times. 

Before the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, the Communicaion 
between Tiſcany and the Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria 
in Maly, was open and eaſy, but as Things nod ſtand, it is 
quite otherwiſe; for all the Dominions of the Infam Duke. of 
Parma, as well as Part of thoſe iof the Duke of Aſtdena, lis 
between the Grand Duchy and that of Milan; and the Duchy 
of Madena, and the Dominions. of the Church interpoſe them 
ſelves; between Tiſcany and the Duchy of Mama. This will 
explain to the Reader the true Reaſon of the: Pains that are 
laken to make a large and convenient. Road from the Frontiers: 
of Tulcany to Bologna, which would indeed: facilitate a Com- 
munication with Ma tua, but then it muſt de through the 
Dominions of other Princes. T bis is a great andviſible In- 
conreuience, and ſo much the more mœtifying, as there ſee ms 
to. pe no Poſſibility of, finding a Remedy, becauſo it ĩs not any 


Parcel 


1 rn 

Parcel or Corner of a Country that interpoſes, but the whole 
Length of one, and the whole Breadth of the other, which in 
Time of War at leaſt, will render all Correſpondence preez, 
nous, if not impracticable, and without Doubt is * 

which deſerves Conſideration, _ | ef whe in 
But however troubleſome and inconvenient this Change may 
be for the preſent, yet aſſuredly neither the Grand Duchy of 
Tuſcany, nor the Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria, are in 
any imminent Danger from it, or the Ballance of Italy much 
affected thereby, The Grand Duchy, as we have already 
ſhewn, belongs to the Emperor by ſuch a peculiar Right, that 
while there is any Faith, any Honour, or any Shame in 
Princes, it can never be attacked. On the other Hand, 2 
his Imperial Majeſty ſucceeds the Houſe of Medicis in all their 
Prerogatives, and is from the very Nature af his Tenure ob- 
liged to purſue their Maxims of Government, that is to ſay, 
avoiding as much as may be, all Diſputes with his Neigh- 
bours, we may well expect that the interior Strength of his 
Dominions may prove a ſufficient Security to him, as it did to 
them. We may add to this, that the Sea muſt remain always 
open, and conſidering the Intereſt that the maritime Powers ham 
in the Port of Leghorn, as well as the Guaranty they haue 
granted to the Grand Duchy, there is no Room to fear that they 
would be remiſs in ſending a ſpeedy and ſufficient Naval Force 
to his Aſũſtance. 111910 197131039 3140 
As to the Auſtrian Dominions, their Safety cannot be en 
dangered through the Want of a direct Communication with 
Tuſcany, becauſe Experience has ſhewn us in the laſt War, that 
they may be very well defended, tho? the Grand Duchy main · 
tained a ſtrict Neutrality. Beſides, if contrary to all Appear- 
ances, Tuſcany ſhould be attacked on both Sides, that is, by the 
King of the Two Sicilies, and the Infant Duke of Parma, or 
any of their Succeſſors, a powerful Diverſion might be made 
from the Auſtrian Dominions, and a new Communication 
quickly opened. As to the Ballance in Italy, there is not the 
leaſt Colour to ſuſpect that it. ſhould ſuffer at all by theſe Means, 
for the Safety of that ever did, and ever will depend upon the 
ſeveral Governments that ſubſiſt there, attending to their re. 
ſpective and ſeveral Intereſts, without incroaching upon, ot 
iſturbing their Neighbours; ſo. that whatever contributes to 
this, may be very reaſonably conſidered as advantageovs to 
that likewiſe. But tho? this is a great deal to this Point, yet i 
— -* | I * 
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For we muſt conſider at the ſame. Time, that if the- Eftas 
vliſhment of the Royal Infant, and the Duchy of Modena, lie 
between the - fu/trian Dominions and the Grand Duchy of 
Tuſcany, the Grand Duchy of Tuſcuny at the ſame Time lies 
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allo not only between them and the 7wvo Sicilies, but alſo be- 
tween them and the Sea, which is a Point of very great Con- 
ſequence, I mean to the Tranquiility of nay: and to the Bal- 
lance of Power there; becauſe it puts both the Houſe of Auſtria 
and Bourbon under equal Difficulties, in caſe of their forming 
any Projects to the Prejudice of each other, or of any of the 
relt of their Neighbours, which in whatever Light they may 
regard it, cannot certainly be diſpleaſing to other Powers, who 
have no other ' Intereſt or View, with Reſpect to this Part of 
the World, than to ſee it remain quiet, and the ſeveral Princes 
therein: employed in promoting the Welfare of their reſpective 
Subjects, which if chey would do, they might be all Rich and 
Happy, and free from the Fear of ſeeing ultramontane Armies 
in its Bowels; © | | | „ eben 
It is plain from what has been ſaid, that there is very little 
Probability, and no Sort of Neceſſity, of ſuch a Change as has. 
been long rumoured of this Grand Duchy, for the new Eſta- 
blikment- of the Infant Duke, with a Sum of Money equi va- 
kat to the Difference of the Revenues produced by the tuo 
Countries. Such an Exchange it is true would remove the Ob- 
ſtacle beforementioned, would reſtore the Connection between 
the Auſtrian Dominions, and thoſe of his Imperial Majeſty, 
and make the Royal Infant Sovereign of Territories, that con- 
fine not indeed upon his Brother's Dominions, but upon thoſe 
of the Church, through which his Armies might always com- 
mand a Paſſage. It may however be doubted, whether this 
Plan would be acceptable to the other Princes of Taly, as 
well as whether it would be really productive of any extra- 
ordinary Advantage to the Parties intereſted therein, for the 
Reaſons that have been already given. The Point however 
ſeemed worth explaining, becauſe notwithſtanding the Noiſe 
this Project made, there were but very few at this Diſtance 
who ſeemed to have a true Notion of the Motives upon which 
it was founded. ; 4 | ADs. 
To conclude, the plain Intereſt of his Imperial Majeſty, in 
Quality of Grand Duke of Tu/cany, is to maintain the ancient 
Form, and to purſue the old Maxims of Government in that 
Country, to take every Meaſure requiſite for preſerving, eu- 
couraging, and extending the Commerce of his Subjects, and 
cultivating with all poſſible Care a ſincere Friendſhip with the 

os neighbouring 
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neighbouring Powers. tech Meaſures cannot fail of procyr, 
ing the delired Effects; that is, cannot fail f making thy 
Grand Duchy fich aud flouriſhing, Which is the only "Means 
to ſecuxe its Sovereign a great evenue, while Ins 'Subjeth 
enjoy the Wert, of e ar gf ns ao Pear, 
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rians, to be without Controverſy one of th the moſt ancient 

and illuſtrious: in ltaly, but alſo ip Europe, This. Family de. 
rives_its' Deſcent from 4zon, Lord of Eſte, which is 15 
but pleaſaut Tovn in Lombard: not far from Padua a, hg 
flourined ia the tenth Century. His Deſcendants, became wei 
conſiderable Princes, and ſo continued down to 122 h 
who was Duke of Ferrara, Modena, and Reggio. bis 
bad three Wives, the firſt me . Daughter to the Duke. 
Milan, by whom he bad no Iſſue: The ſecond, Lucretia, 
natural Daughter to. Pope Alexander VI. by whom he 1 
Iſſue three Sons; Hercules, who ſucceeded kim: in bis Do- 
winions ; Hypolita, Cardinal of Eſie, the greareſt,; Prelate of 
his: Age; for he was Archbiſhop of Milan, Arles, and Lyau, 
Biſhop of Autun, Abbot of Flavigni, &c. and Franeis, Margui 
de Ia:-Meſſa: His third Wife was Laura Euſtachia, the Davghs 
ter of a; Citizen of Modena, by whom be had Apßonſo 4 
He; Marquis de Montec hig. 100 

. — 11. ſucceeded his Father, and married: the Davghts 
af the French King, Lewis XII. by whom he bad Ap 
and . filled Cardinal of Ferrara — 40 II. 3 5 


1 


— under, Pretence that 1 de Eſte was ; illegitimate, be 
marched in Perſon with an Army into the Territory of. 17 


Ne 1 by Force of. Arins drove out the pew. Duke. 
x T fl 
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Tranſaction muſt be entirely attributed to Ambition, ſupported 
by Violence, ſmde the Pope had no Colour of Right; oy firſt, 
Abphanſo de Eſte was no. Baſtard, his Mother, tho much inferior 
in Degree; being lawfully married to the Duke his Father : In 
the next Place, he was expreſly Tegitimated by ihe Emperor, to 
remove all Objection: And, thirdly, if he had been a Baſtard, 
he might heve fucceeded in that Duchy by a Cuſtom ſanctified, 
if not introduced, by Authority of the Holy See. It is there- 
fore not without Reaſon, that the Dukes of Madena always infiſt 
on their Right to the Duchyrof Ferrara. . 
Cæſar de Eſte, however, tho? he loſt the Duchy of Ferrara, 
received the-1nveſtirure of Modena and Reggio from the Emperor 
Rodolph 1T. He married Virginia, Daughter to Co/me I. Grand 
Duke of Florence ; and having reigned thirty Years, deceaſed in 
1628, He was ſycceeded by his Son Alphonſo III. who had 
married in his Father's Lifetime the Princeſs 'J/ablla, Daugh- 
ter to tie Puke of Savoy, from whom he bad do tender an Af- 
fectibn, that * her Death he renounced the World and be- 
came a Caput hin, leaving the Government of his Dominions to 
bis Son Francis, who became Duke of Modena in 1629. This 
Piince'was thrice married; firſt to the Daughter of the Duke of 
Parma, by whom be had his Succeſſor Aphenſo, and ſeveral 
Princeſſes; ſecondly, to her Siſter, by whom he had an only 
Daughter, who died an Infant; and laſtly, to the Daughter of 
the Prince of Palęſtrina, by whom he had a 8on Rinaldo; ho- 
noured with a Cardinal's Cap from Rome in 16866. 
Alphunſo, by ſome reckoned the ſecond, by others the fourth, 
ſucceeded” his Father in the Year 1658. He married Laws 
Martin1zz3, Niece to Cardinal Mazarme, by whom he had a 
Daughter Mary Bentrix Eleanora, who' eſpouſed James theſe 
cond, King of Great Britain, and Francis, who ſucceeded him 
in bis Domintons while a Child in his Cradle in 1662. This 
Duke married in 1692 the Daughter of the Duke of Parma; 
and dying without Hue in 1694, his Uncle the Cardinal of Eſſe 
1 alide his Purple, and aſſumed the Title of Duke of Modena 
F lee e e 
Kinald' de Eſte attached himfelf from the Beginning of his 
Reign to the Houſe of Aiſdria, and remained firm to thoſe En- 
gagements ſo long as he lived. He eſpouſed in 1695 Charlotta 
Felicia, Daughter to the Duke of Hanover and Siſter to the Em- 
preſs, which very probably fortified his Zeal to the Imperial 
Family, which difcovered iffelf at a Time when it was far from 
turning to his Advantage, that is, upon the breaking out of the 
War gccafioned by the diſputed Succrſſion to the Throne of 
: * 4 Spain; 
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Spain; which induced Lewis XIV. towards the Cloſe of th 
Year 1703 to diſpoſſeſs him of all his Dominions, and to unit 
them to the Crown of France. The Duke of Modena had ſome 
Time before retired to Bologna, and went from thence to Name in 


order to ſollicit the Pope's Interpoſition with the eldeſt Yn of 


the Church in Favour of a Prince, whoſe Crime was of 0 
deeper Dye than acknowledging the Archduke Charles for King 


of Spain ; but except ſpecious and deluſiwe Promiſes bis Serene 


Highneſs reaped nothing from this Journey. 
The moſt Chriſtian King however perceiving, that tho' the 
Duke of Mauena could not defend his Dominions, yet the Man. 
ner in Which he bad treated him was univerſally offenſive to the 
Tratian Princes, and did him much more Hurt than the'Poſſeſſion 
of Modena and its Dependencies could do him Good, thought 
Ry all Title to his new Conqueſt, declaring it w 
elong to his Grandſon the King of Spain, and uniting it to the 
Duchy of Milen. - In this Situation it continued till Prince 
Eugene with the Imperial Army entered Italy in 1506, when in 
the Night between the 19th and 20th of November the City of 
Mauena was taken by Storm, or rather by Surprize, and the great- 
eſt Part of the French Garriſon cut to Pieces. The ſmall Remains 
of-:that:Gurrifon retired into the Citadel, which they not only 
threatened-to-hold out to the laſt Extremity, but even pretended 
to bombard the Town and reduce it to Aſhes, which bis Serene 


Highneſs Prince Fgene prevented by acquainting the Governor, 


that if he proceeded in his brutal Deſign, he would infallidly 
eauſe him and every Man under his Command to be' hanged 
upon the Walls. This gave a new Turn to Things; for Mon- 
ſleur di Bar, the French Governor, being informed that the Duke 


of Modena was returned from Bologna to his Capital, ſent him 


u very polite Meſſage, importing, that he deſired to have the 
Honour of delivering up the Citadel into his Hands, as to its lav. 
ful Maſter ; which Propoſition” was immediately accepted, and 
the Duke entered again into the Poſſeſſion of his Countries, 
which had been miſerably haraſſed and exhauſted by his En6 
mies, who treated his Subjects with inexcuſable Severity out 
of Hatred io their ' Sovereign. | 

His Serene - Highneſs,” in 1708, had ſome Hopes given hin, 
that uſter ſuffering fo much by the War he might at length be 1 
Gainer by it, ſince his Brother-in-law the Emperor falling oui 
with the Pope feized the County and Caſtle of Comachio, to 
which the Dake of Modena had the ſame Right as to the Ferri. 
Feſe, and it was generally thought that he would have reſtored 
both Duchy and Gounty, as he might very eaſily have done « 
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is lawful Owner, But his Imperial Majeſty having carried his 
Point with the Pope by a Treaty ſigued January 15, 170g, left 
the DeciGon of the Duke's Claim to a Congregation of Cardi- 
nals, who. to be; ſure, were molt equal Judges between the Pope 
and any Prince whatever; but in the mean Time the Emperor 
kept Comachio, in his on Hands by way of Sequeſtration. In 
this Situation Things remained, very little to the Satisfaction 
eber of the Pope or of the Duke, till by a Treaty between 
henedict XIII. and the Emperor Charles VI. dated at Rome 
November 24, 1724, Comachio. was reſtored to his Holineſs, but 
with an, expreſs Reſervation of the Rights of the Empire and of 
the Duke of. Modena upon that Fief, and a. Proviſo that this 
Reſtitution ſhould have no Operation whatever in Favour of 
the Pope's. Title, IM | | 

But if his Serene, Highneſs of Modena failed in his reaſonable 
Expectation of being once more put into Poſſeſſion of the Pa- 
timony of his Anceſtors, he had however the Satisfaction of re- 
ceiring a noble Equivalent for the Loſſes he had ſuſtained by his 
Fidelity to the Houſe of Auſtria, For the French King having 
piven the Example of trans fert ing the Dominions of one Italian 
Prince. to another, his Imperial Majeſty made no Difficulty of 
granting to the then hereditary Prince, and now reigning Duke 
of Modena, the Inveſtiture of the Duchies of Mirandula and 
Cncordia,; their Sovereign of the Houſe of Pio having thought 
fit a little imprudently to declare himſelf very early in Favour of 
the-two Crowns, by which thoſe valuable Duchies were united 
to 9 of Modena, and have continued Part of them 
ever; ice. | by 

The, Tranquillity of Europe being in ſome Meaſute reſtored 
by the Treaties of Utrecht and Baden, his Serene Highneſs 
thought. fit to provide for the Succeſſion to his Dominions, by 
marrying the hereditary Prince in the Month of June 1720, to 
Charltte Aglae d Orleans, Daughter to the Duke Regent of 
France. This Marriage ſoon after it was celebrated, became, 
from Cauſes: the World has never been acquainted with, the 
Source of ſome Family Diſcontents, upon which the Hereditary 
Prince and Princeſs quitted the Court of Modena, and endea- 
roured.to mitigate the Senſe of this Diſaſter by Travelling. The 
old Duke in the mean Time remained firm to his original Syſtem, 
and in the War which broke out upon the Death of the King 
of Poland, adhered. ſteadily to the Intereſts of the Houſe of 
Aiſiria, which coſt him as much Trouble and ill Uſage in the 
very Decline of Life, as he had experienced in the Flower of 
bis Age. He had however the Satisfaction of ſurviving his 
g | f : Misfortunes, 


ih 46/1 
Misfatunes and of returning from Bols (which 
gain choſcg for bis a his Capital of; 5 
Aer in Gratitude to the Yiewes of d 
Neat and 2 nga him a Preſent of a moſt nabe 
- Loggttip id Hungary, and entailed it upon his Family, -. Age 
2 — thropgh..Juch, a Variety of Fortwues without the. le 


bib n- of Character, this venerable: Duke: departed. th 
e Peace in jo um Palace ens 17, e 
7. 78 
. Hereie Iuris d tr feet his. Fabenin Dominion, 
mY viag married a Eee hs herb Begin 
xs Bas a numerous Iſſue, he entered iat Engagements wü te 
+-Cxowns- uf France and Spain; tho with great, Secrecy bely: 
Sethe breaking aus of the laſt War, raiſed Forges, Sad font 
z he wong Places in his Dominions. His 'Serdiwan. Matz 
- however,. taking Advantage of the Pithculti . de 
„unte mat who: commanded the. Span:/b g ples, ya 
ee emed the Dominions of his Serene .Highnels.y 
. Forte, and upon his withdrawing 40 the Aug, 
red and reduced chem, having fit diſar̃med his Forces. N. 
#his, all the Territories of this Prince in Ialy were admin 


the Authority and: for the joint Benefit of the Emprefs b Quet 
wt, the King of Sardinia- The former like wiſe eee 


B¹ fed of his Eſtates in Hungary, to which. hawgs 

155 10 All his Rominions in Italy, his Ser 00 gp 2 
red by the caty of ela Chiphlle, and 

ok ent at ibis Time. He has alteady Now Fo: 


L i former State, by directiag the Wee by is 
5 iy 
8: 


no Ec oa Aa 


be! 5epaired and fortified, and that be may; appear 50 
Abt his: ts: Sabjetts {lntereſts.tban .of his own. Secu, i 
aboliſhed various Duties and Impoſitions that Were. 
Commerce, and is meditating otben ſalutary Reſalatians,. 
x Which it d faidia cordial Reco ;ciliation with the 12 ils 
* eie chief... Fhis is ſo much the e 
no. ri in Mah to whom the Friendſhig of. e ALA 
. mat; 1 fie: af Auftria is of ſo great C 2nlequenes.as. lade 
e Deng, Thei Truth EN rk wi y japped 
m following Deſcription: o erritories. + wink! 
_ e of his Serene. Highneſs the Dake of 1 
e Reader has already ſe N {ri aſl 
HOO: -ACq uirec d. different eee hel 82 61 t Tis 
pars the preſent State of- fe 5 
8 e to bo e im dice "bl 
collect upou the een af this! 


SS regst 22 2 2 iy dm © * 


2 
nh 


5 82828 


8 
1755 


Doch 


vf Ferrari, id ny of Gmail, 6c g. Du 
chies of Modena. and z were in its Poſſeſſom We mall find 


It far ſhort'now'6F-whatit was. However thi; 
Modena is a far more —̃ ſÄ—Ä—ͤ thar his 
whether we conſider the Exnenv' of -his D&wiion — 
mount of his Revewoes © neither is it at all itmpollible,/ 8 
any future Altefutionsit the Biftribution ef Power“ in Tealy; this 
Pace his Saucer lors may N e Frege 


w_ were in —8 > 
Huchy of cated comprehends 5 . 
of Ty wid moſt fruit — — 


Com, Wine: Oil, 1 very popotons, — inhabt 


— 4 


an ingen ius + *The* mall — 
r — rr borderiug o — 5e, is antiex6d try it vr ohe 
1 aſd Part of 3 Coy of *C on the other; che 


ef tele Lech dhe Republick of Len. It is very Hiouh- 
dur fur from bein — For ul} that; uo in tie ſe 
Mountats there ate Mines of great 2 and —— 
ne. Race” of People; bot, „hardy; and bras; 2 
bil, 7 be Dildhyiof Rene des Weit from tat bf n 
u by lere ueudunted the more confiderable Huehy of the 
two; auch inc eil ſo it is; if we confider its Deperdedeles; fach 
as cht PRncipalties of Cortogie' and (M5, the former hetetofpre 
poſſeſſetk by Pliaces of the lame Name, and the lati 
wo the Fam of Pio. In the North weſt Gomer of this Bu- 
chy, ſtands Berti upon the Poyformerly 4 Place Gf gitat 
deer b;' yielded by the late Duke of Moe ua im 1 ' he 
Impertalifts, "to fre ae Operations in mah, und 
for that Reaſon; entirely denioBihed by the 
French'in t765, nor i been ever ſince reſtoret]'to irs u 
Condition. 45 fie / 19 + 1. fe 743v End): 44 Ss | 
The Duchy bf Mitandolay including that of Contordia, la 
wont twenty 5 in — five in fe pI [1 
a ver enti erritory . 7 
by Gr people e about them ee ly cultivated. 
Mirandila'is be Sitvation, anch has been fortmerly Weit r. 
tified. The Mt y o vum ſtauds on the Sete hte, at tn Dif. | 
tance of ſix Miles from Mir andola between weh Cities chere is 
ane Canul Calfed che Nevilio, Which facilitates the Gomt 
of both. Theſe Brhies werd very great 1 
mily of Efe, ince their Revenues ate, moderately, computed 
at one? hundred thoufand Crowns 4 Tear. Having ſpoken of 
| — Gountries ſe 1 we will confider them ls hy _— 
le together, and make * of this: 3 oy 
et 


— — 


— — — fo 2 2— 2 


' it | 7 
. 4 
N . — ? £4 
1 } l 
l i 
n - 
[ 
( 
" = , 
1 4 
: k 4 
4 
1 1 
| . ) 4 
SW 
1 1 
' RAS 
" J F k 
N 1 
' * 
1 * 4 
4; £9 
I F1 d 
þ IL 1 
1. : 
= | N 
4 j 
, EE 
4 
; l . 
j 1 if 
. 4 4 . 
f. ' t 
9 110 
N 4 4 F 0 
| 1 f 5 
11 fl 
M 4 ' 
— * q 
1 Le 
* ” „ 
3 
4 
ih 1 
{ ( 
, 6 1 4 
4 | b, 
= k % 
, * 
| * 4 
4 * 
. n i ? i”, 
4 MN 
8 „ai 
© '# F | 
= „ 19 
; 9 . 
N | * F. 
= __T 4 
: 5 
[4 
o p * 
” = , 
. 
[7 74 
| 1 4 

4 * 

5 

* 

444 \ 
| 33 \ 
: J 4 

11 4 | f 
1 5 
1 
PF j 
| q«F » 
* 
+. FM + : { 
1 - 
4 * 
} \ 
: * 
1 . 1 
"4% 4 
{ "& + 4 
, 
N. ( 
: * 
4 q [24 5 
* 1 
! * mf 
* 
, | 
- 1 * 
" ; 
. 
4 i 
1 n 
f y 'T 
we "2 1 
. 0 4 
09 
[ 
' \ 
b! * 
+1 . 
N 7 
1% 
a * 
U F 
* 
1 , 
"1 — 
* In 
- 0 
1 1 
4 2 
N on 
0 ef 
4 £&% 7 
” | 1, 
{ 4 1] L 
0 ' p 
Wy » 
. J 1 
7 * 
4 * |», * 
1 i 
5 . 
wg 


— ——— —f— — — — re oo 
- 1 * 


[418+] 

ſettled and confirmed, as well as guarantied, by the preaty 
European Powers. | | | 

The whole Eſtates af the Duke of Modena have the Duchic 
of Mantua and Guaftalla on the North; the Grand Duchy of ; 
Ty/cany on the South, together with the Territories of the Re. 

yblick of Mae; thei Bolagreſe-and+the Duchy of. Ferrara, 
the Ea(k.; and the Duchy of Parma on the Welt, . Abe Fn 
0 theſp:Counrries from Southto N orth, is about . Bfty-ſix Ex. 
JM. Miles, and they are about fifty Miles in Breadth from Wet 
40, Eaſt n enjoys a 

venae of about one hundred tho gunds a Year, at.leal, Will 
vi rich, en ſplendid Court, Nr bis 


ircumiſtanbes render it requiſite, can keep up à Body of cight i 
thauſand regular Troops. The greateſt Inconvenlency in, the a 
Situgtion ot his County is, that it has po-Communication. with a 
the Sea, which might. Deopily removed, if he could recover ci. | 
ther by Treaty or Force the Duchy of Ferrara, which lies upon : 
the Gulph of ener deni I: 
It is to be obſerved, that the weſtern Part of the Duchy of 
Reggio, interyenes intirely between the Duchy of Parma and 
ofGaaſtallay ſo that they can have no Communication burfd 
dhe Rider Pn; às this is very ineonvenient for ihe Infam Dake, 
it has been ſurmiſed that be would reftore to the Empreſs" Queen 
a Part of the Duchy of - Guaſtalla, in order to angage ber ity 
grant the Duke of i Mogena*-ar Equivalent for this Part of bit 
Country, and if this Negotiation is ever brought to bear, hit 
Equivalent wid be eaſily found, ſinee the Gointy of :Novellars, 
hich is likexxiſe a Part of the Nia tuan, lies in tlie midſt of ie 
ſtates of he Duke of Madena, and would be very convenient 
Sor him On the other Hand, there has been à Rumoby as f 
his Serene Highneſs was deſirous of exchanging for \ it 
Countries that he holds in Aimpary, vhich to himano ditt 
awould be very acceptable; but wilt hardly appear in the ſame Light 


. 


to the Houſe of! Zaſtriass Upon the whole, itiis plainly the in. 
tefeſt lof: his Serene Highneſs (if he propoſes to continde dn 
Atalian Prince) to reſume his Father 's Syſiem, andito attach him 
ſielf eloſely to chat Family, which will be always able to protect 
im, and from which alone he can expect any Aſſiſtance, in Re 
ference to thechld· Claims of his Family,” which if tliey could be 
brought to beat, would alter his Condition very much. 
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2 } examine ine Nature of the Papal Power, for \many/Rea 
but-more eſpecially as it has à very great Influence! on the 
joy of Hon in general, as well as a very particelar;: Rela- 
lion to that of Italy. it would indeed tequire much more 
thao we have t9-Ipare, abd lead us t the ſame Time beſide: our 
Pupoſe,\to treat this Matter in its full Extent, and to enter der 
0 cxpreſa Dedudlian of the Means by which the ſpiritual Au 
by of the Papes-Wasgradually , tailed to ſuch a Height, as that 
Hay oe ic wad exerciſed in the Times immediately preceding 
mal imi q peither is it as all neceſſary that we fold en- 
* n Detail of the Means by which the Popes have 
acquired the ſeveral-Parts of thelt temporal Dominions. What 
we. chiefly. aim at, may be. accompliſhed by a ſocein'View. of 
be Nature, Se and Infſaence of this ſpiritbal Ma- 
e e far-as-it xelpets' the Chriſfian Powers; and a:ſhois 
Cription-bf aſk 4 2 From the Poſſellion of | which 
the Pope. is Config erg es 2 dal Prince, and as one of the 
wa endes 0 Pptehistes in laß ; which will de uad highly 
en T obtaining a e Compteenſion of i che lote- 
relts-of Europe. 
If we conſider that” the Popts riſe to that Dignity from very 
inferior Stations, were. heretofore frequently, and are ſtill ſome- 
times of meat Families, without any Support from Kindred 
of Relations, deriving a great Part of theit Revenues from the 
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of Princes Let natural Affection for their Families. But 6 Ot 
one*Hayd; the Skill and Capacity. of theſe 
ritual Mg 5 yoke om”. Time to Lime they have mak 
foch 10 gt Altrations in” - their exterior Condy 7 r 

perfectſy vp that Relation between Ke Fae fd 

151 of. et vpon which theſt bare 

ja de likewiſe, on the 280 reduced t e eh Jer 

N Od of 'Syſtem feng If 93 55 

Ponti n Reigns made e to N 

| r 15 Fate, 135 ul, 2s apreeable to he nelinations' a 

| 1 'who thought they could pever tru their Affaft 
1 30 8 ; for thernſeſres, as with thoſe WhO dw be o rt 
Cons, th "their Wealth, their Influence, * and their "Power, 

great Meaſure determine with the Life of Him from 
E 1 were receive, fri that beſides they mult Fl 


rat G lie ofa to the iKeſt poor a poſſi le! into ths 


Ode may with great Truth and Tra Pente. ventufe to 
Meet, "that the eo 86 Scheme of By Ken Kel 60 is 20m. 
rably well hoſted, ta maintain n every gie Kbe Powrr 
te! fopreme. Head. Hie is repüted infallible; that bis P. 
3 may. have the greater Weight ; te Trades of 1 
Chitreh, Which with the Members 1 it Pals for the Rule of 
Faith, are fibject to, bis Controul; all religions 'Dodtrings" * 
able to big Cepfure 3 the Power 0 Abſeldtion, even in 
higheſt Caſes, is e to bim; be difpences "the "Treaſures 
of the Church, mean pray Treaſures, ſuch 28 Pardo 
7 Indulgenices ; be iſpenſations of all Kinds; be 
| regulates F. Faſts and Gele at his Pleaſure; In à Word, 19 
reputed” the Jugceſſor of St. Peter, "and the viſible Head © 
55 5 ie Church, he has, Prerogarives with ut . , 
15 Number; Ie that 1 it is. no ſurp n "Ting os 
. 1 1 8 Power directed by ſo great Pc ſhould 
70 15 es ad ey Hoh and to 1 itſe ſelf f 
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hat ö now ny is "ea" to ſeventy-rway in Allußon to Chrilt's 
Diſc 2 Heretofote a, Ane e wh ene be ro 6h 
Excellency, but now the! tle. of 58 ha 5 7 
was formerly given to 1 5 in os temp, 
the Title of eg. he Carqinals of ths of; 
the Tofluence ariſing from the Lopes. of 
the more extenſive, 05 Nomination 
Heads is a new. Stroke. o f Kauen robe, 5 oi x crow 
to or PROP, The Holy 0 gde i ems 5 1 Fat 


that there may never be a firong Facies dy Bog $7 5 
amongſt the ay eb whith mot be 9 150 Wich ill Cons 
ſequences. All the fubordinafe P in the Bo and Fn 
be conſidered as the Nobility in the Pope's ſpiritual Em Empire; 

But in all others, ſo in this, the Strength of the. e 
conſiſts. in the Number of its Subjects, * if we take wy 
our View the ſecular and regular Clergy in the 5 1 
the former bound by the moſt ſaer Arth, and the oy ons 
by Vows, only, but by their Intereſts, to the 'Obedicatcs of the 
Holy See, we cannot but entertain an high Idea of; its Power, 
ſince long ago it was the Caleulation of a. certain: Sovereign 
Poarif, that in, Zurope be had three hundred thoufand Lens 
and fifty. thouſand Convents ſubjeR to e e 
conſtant; Reſort of all theſe to Rome upon different, Occaſians, 
muſt carry thither anovally. an immenſe Treaſure, audi tho?. 
Prelates ſometimęs complain of the .Expence. attending their 
Bulle, yet it is obſerved, that ſince the Reformation gabe the 
Apprehenſions of ſecivg eecleſiaſtical Eſtates ſecularized,; they. 
have been leſs frequent in their Remonſtrances, and choſe rather 
to fit down under thoſe Kind of Burthens, than expoſa the; 
Value of their Preferments to all the World, and ther abe . 
courage that Spirit of Envy which they fiad Rrong e 
Racy, without h Inducements. 

lt. is very ealy to ae that nothing has been v Wh 
which could p 3 ly contribute to render the Foundations o 
this Monarchy Ki m and 'Rrong. | That moſt, impdrtant, 4 
of. educating. Youth is intirely in their Hands; who aft devo 
to the Service. of the Holy See. .' The Jeſuits, are particplarly 
famous. for their Ap apes in this Reſpedt; and ben ic ave. 
received: the feſt —Tintore of Literature, ent 


o 
APY, their Studies at he Rs meet hg) ho 255 
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Notloe -and-Dilcipline, and vbate ver the Soienee be to which 
they apply, Venetation for the Pope is a Fhiag: ſo fr 

vpn andi o 1trongly impreſſed Une Js almoͤſi im· 
poſſible: rthey:flould ever; loſe it While they nur rats. 
their Religion £2The: Offices of the Church, by which en, 
Ecxluſiaſticab Rene fie : of alt Sorts; atE ſo numerous, and uff 
4 ample, Maintcnarces ant wel a; grecable Pr Ae 
Ranks and I empers, im —— — with:th 20 
* ſpiritunl Mbnarchy, rhat. — 
fecdual cProvifion is made far .#: conſtant Suce:fiion bf: Perſons 
bopad-to:ifcpport taat intereſt; which i 8 tha Suppon © them,” 
hae Leads enfiogs-c >. . {0 NN Hs 2 39 
9 care baund :findihg their dun 
3 ,:20:a; conſtant; . — ſo the proper Niebel 
bers taken: for ſubjecting the Laicks in tha nch ald to ſuch 
an: Obedience ae they cannot well: break through. Amo 
theſe: * nu reckon Auritular Confeſſion, Maſſbs £og:thoiDeadj 
the Direcuah of Female Conſcicnges, the nities they 
have « of 2 upon 22 in 2 dyiog Momegis, wid 
e-RuteC of Ft: 


Ages; bead 
= Learning thre eee aneh among Rae 
Koh r „ 10 

The Reader Eil apgrekand. mis more clearly af: N 
on View;of the European: Powets that ſtill prd feſs Obedience 
to the Sge of Eame. In Poland the Clergy, are numero 1d 
well provided. for; { davya em at Share of Power allongd'theinby 


the:Confiitation, and are the melt compoſod of the. 
Sens of: the Nohility. In Germany, pom ome hw. 
7 — i: father -prevails than declines, and the :Eccleſialtica 
Sund ther Prelates are ſo formidable a Body incttig-Die; 
a8, not % be apprehenſive of any future Seculirizatians 7 Iris 
heſides the intereſt of ſeveral great Houſes td ſupport the Chorch 
aa & is: conſtituted, pn tire Score of the Pre ferments which 
are: in a Manner entailed on the younger Sous of their Families, 
ha nat pxly to aſſord ihem noble Eltabliſdmentg, but alſo ren. 
them Ga pable af ſupporting che Head of their Houſe inſtead 
Arbeing a Harisen upon - Wee uy! |: wood! be che Case if thek 
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Lr 
— ſerularized. The bereduary Countries - of, the © 
;r4main; ſtrictly — to the See of Rome. 
Church has always: claimed a Kind: of Heedom 
_ — been im aved by the! Ser uggles that have bean 
heretofore made chem, — apex dunno allah 
had are pet Method, which ſeems to have hall a bet 
ur Effect; and while. the Courts of Nome and ſterſaillan agrec, 
both. will find their Account in the: recipracal i Suppori of ene 
other's e Ia Spain and Portigal the Papal Authos ty ſtandt 
pon murh ſtronger Foundation, as appears from the ainazing< 
Wealth of the:Glergy: in the former, asd tbe. Joy with: whioh 
the Sovereign of the latter accepted very late ſtotm the: Rohe 
the Title al h Kane In ita the: Influence of the: Pope 
extends evtry / where RI is ſo able to male: either his FA. 
voor o Reſentment felt, that all the: Princes and States of his 
Communion ſind it their Intereſt to hive upon good Trims With 
bis Rolibeſs, and as none underſtand. their on Intereſts bettet; 
ae like to continue in the fame W om cheie 
Anceſtors in that Reſpe ct. = TIT 
Ir has been generally Sec, 8 eden. 
See ol. Rimehgs: been attaching itſelf to the: — 9 IM 
ud always caurting that Power moſt: which was 
and in: Proof of 2 has and may be ſaid: barer de 
ſame: Time it is very certain, that the true — of the! 
Ste conſiſts in ſupporting the Ba LIAN CE of Pow un, 
is Inlinenęe depends chieſſy — — an Equality among the Prinoes 
of that Communion : and of thefe:ſhould gain an tie 
Accendancy, the. See of Nome — fail of feeling the firſt! 
Effects of it. This is not only evident from Speculation. bur 
from Experience: like wiſe. When the Spaniards: Wert in the 
Leniilt of their; Power; the Pope felt the Weight of ii And 
in much later Times, when: Lewis. XIV, thought himſelf in a: 
Condition! to give Law to Europe; his. —— er tho 
Edeſt Son of the Church did not reſtrain him from 
Holy Father very umdutifull y. ; upon which the! — amhees 
Politicians did not — beſitate at giving the Article for! 
* his Halinoſs g;atisfaction 1a: Place in the grand Alliance.” 
The Truth is, that while the Court of Nam continues ſamous 
for its Policy, for which it is lie to continue. famous as long 
i continues at all, we can never ſuſpect its falling frorm this! 
Maxim. For as in Decency:it imports the Holy Father to ſhew: 


n equal. Affection for all ho profeſs: themſelves his Cibdren, 


o it is bis Intereſt: to be really indifferæmt i aud to ſume Cafes 
way N require a temporary »Suſpcaſion,, of: bar: Ap. 
FEY pearance, 


| 1 THe 18. 1 426 ] . Ine 

Pearanee, yet wiſe Men will not be deceived by the Condutt of BF" 
Popes under foch Circumſtances. * But it is now T img to aj 
of the temporal Authority which the Roman Pontiff enjoys x 
Gonſequebce of his Dominions in Nah and elſewher ; and x 
wearing of theſt” we ſhall be as ſpccinct as the Subject yil 


fineſt in Taly, now ſcarce deſerves the Name of a 75 "Tie WW; 
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emely harren; the beſt Place now is Poſarg;on.the Coaſt. of 
1 e from whence, it Clays bane; le, e 
4 


fume Gulph; the City from whence it receives. its Name was 
formet] Eidos for its Port, now in a very, Io and pool Fer 
dition n Lale, which ſtands about ten Miles from it, it 
famous for its Riches acquired by the worſt fort, of Trade. 

"The Territory of Citta. de Coſtello is ſmall, and derives, its 
Vame from that Place which ſtands on the River Ther, and in 
pleaſant and well built, The Perugiano lies next, and abounds 
with excellent Wine and very good Corn. The. Capital is 


%, enriched by its famous Lake well ſtored with excellent 
lf ih. The Orvzetant lies next, lo called from its Capital C 
0. 5e a [mall but beautiful Country, rich in Com and Wide, 
* enjoying the beſt Air in the Pope's Dominions. Adjoining, 
e this Province lies the Duchy of Caſtro, belonging formerly; 
eme Dukes of Parma and Placentia, dut rejoined to the Haly 
[10s 


See partly by Uſury, and partly by Violence: The Pope's P. 
00 ws Je by a Treaty with the Emperor Charles 11 


4 
By, 
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„724, but it is poſſible the old Title to it derived from the: 
roses of Parma, on a favourable Occaſion may be yet revived, 
a Wh The Pattimony of St. Peter lies on the Mediterranean, and 
0 5 fruitful in Corn and Wine, and famous alſo for its Allom 
ry Mines: The Capital of it is Viterbo, anciently a fine Place, now 
41 


iſe better than an Heap of Ruins: Porto, formerly (as its Name 
ipnifies) a noble Haven, now capable only of receiving Barks : 


ca Vecchia has fill 2 fine Port, and would be a very con - 
nadie Place, if the Unwholeſomeneſs of its Air did not render 
{ l thinly peopled, and the Lazineſs of thoſe People who dwell in it 
len r 


did not contribute to the Unwholeſomeneſs of the Air by leaving; 


ber Country uncultivated. Umbria, or the Duchy of Spoleta, 
20! BS: : Country well watered, and much deverſified in its Appears: 
„cee, in ſome Parts mountainous, in others marſhy, but inter- 
ide: mixed with Plains fruitful in Corn, Wine, Oil and Fruit The 
alis Seto, and there are ſome other good Towns. in this 
12 ountry, which is owing to a little Trade ſtirring there. The 


Province of Sabina, which takes its Name from the Sabines, is 


Wi Wall, but very fruitful and pleaſant. . The Country about Rome, 
de led Campagnga di Roma, would be wholeſome and fruitful. if; 
and ll cultiyated, but at preſent it is neither, eſpecially in ſome 
0) P<aſons of the Year, When that Capital becomes a kind of Des... 
' — ut, being alike abandoned by Strangers and its beſt Inhabitants, 
nde fake of cyjoying a purer Climate, 
Soil dis LUDIOQNLAIVETS LY NDS ei DEL RN One PRICES The 
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alia Prince; * Sovereign Pontiff is obliged to 2055 4 

Merſmes with moſt of his Neighbours.” "The Kin 15 

Heier the be eghſſzlers, Hürm as his Faber, 18 ths Tre . 
rf Se Prince; and as wi Dae litely ſcen by His © 


Mat may” be done hie hy the e of Rome 


Parma and Modena were never: Formidable 45 


poi 7 001 en Jet they ſeldom wanted fome very Rags 
e Sion eee Noe, well, and when any 
Tae any have depattedfrons this falurary Main; 2 

gy oye heli 10 recur” to it for their oem 8 


ith the Republick-'of Venlte;. the 50 


kept fa wün the / Duke of if rs 
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Ray neithe b \ often ' differed with the Rep 8 
Lg On the other nd,” the Princes und any ll | 


ing hore frequem Occaſion than other: Potentateg, t f 
7 ibm k Tias d port well an fp 
ens; Bade ver ſeddom bern wanting in Teſtimonies of 
od Reßect, ind this thy” they. habe ſomietimes bad extou 
of be perſonal 2 of particular Popes: s 
4 48. a N Prince, every wiſe Pape! confiders-mhg*Bitt 
of Nah as his moft portant Concern,” ahd therefore 
Wo 2 für ag in his: Power hies, to p Ing 1 
50% of ihne Nobntry, and to provide a8 m e | 
t Rexvolotioh, betauſe he is _ that ws, "Ti 
Comtries muft foffer,” and 4 0 e 
wußckeridg tie many Flaws. in the 
l hen er bee gi bet. 
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ine, Bees, nsch 
ork; is 4 War in Tay, wheß de is often able 10 do Sag 5 
ale y Aitretty, And ys incapable NR 
/ Upoti,*thete Principles the P. c 
be td; e in Sat ik 25 
be und äre Alſo very attentive to prevent Ader OX ak 
„ of thetHoule of Bourbon,” 755 Salhing an 
E tlere, which may be fatal to the 5 c 
Powers; and r nh t 
by thereupon n titely depends. 1 gov 
the Cardinals ini their Chiles" of 2 van ape, to 5 IK ** on! 
uruid - electing a@*Subje&. of either 5 thoſe” power 140 
Dat Le liaiſe! very Fabticus in Are c 1 Gu He 24 Pap 
any: Cardinal "Who" tas" An himſelf 
Intereſts. 4 Ro 
The Pope is jealous and afraid, not whhove hood Reaſon 
of the Turks:and of the pyratical States of Barbary, his Coaſts 
being very liable to Deſcents from the one, and to Inſults 
N other. It has indeed been ſuggeſted, thet from n 
oke in Polities, the er Aying on the Gulph 
of Venice and on the Nfedite rr aniean have — ſuffered 0 
waſte and uncultivated; that the Ua wholeſomeneſs of the Air, 
and the Poverty of the Inhabitants; 0 take 
tations — an Enemy that 9 obere pro wot 
% If one could \imagite" any Truth im this; i 
fr. Aran gn Tidew! of bis Ho es" Sodbell; bet Je be HL 
1 haue been always eſteemed ſubelh PoliticHin N 
have yever' been w ing a betta Claſs of Writhrs' 
tog attribute the an Miſtakes eee m 


Arrius Defign'fatiiabdve the Reach of 'ordinaty Cpäcit 
ar Brel is refluing!to 4 Pope EL 
putily-ridicutous.s! rafter all, the Yea SGufte of the tr 
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to, the, Bottom, of it, and. of Lee the, Riſe: and —ů | 


that Eltabſichmeut, which has chiefly, ogcupied.-the- Attention 
of the. Eurggean, Powers ſince the; Goncluſon of the vlaſt. ge⸗ 
e #. Utrecht. By bat 1 5 N 2 
ol;ſhqn., of, the Dominiom of 
40 d, t waz thought this, Gordon had 1 4120 the-Bak 
of Powen in ae e ite. of almoſt all;;Eycnts,.-B@ 
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tmobſerve. rits, their: Attention, ; ſo in bis 
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. not be ſaid of the gabel . yet this was aſter · 
„a x pager, 
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to the Duchy, than; chr ary to body 1 
lob, be, marrleck 2 Prneeſs fu ietta of A 
14 heme fortunute enough to have had any Ile, ie 
dubcelgon of the Whig of Serre Children by Fey 2 
* behn de fcated, and this Duke's: Deſcendants would 
3 the Heirs; — DE 


5 % in 


E 


Ulntions in the n . — 8 
— — aud in Conſequcher . WE 
cinen Nun n Caftor, the laſt Duke of Tſo, 
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. his Crown, and in the Month of March 1 734, the Infant Don 
Carlos his * — through the Eeclefiaſtical Dominions, 


aritved with 5 Spaniſo Army, commanded under him by the 


cBunt d Menrenur, on the Frontiers of the Kingdom of Napte,, 
The Gobhr de Viſconti was at that Time Vieeroy of the King. 
Jm fox 'the Emperor Charles VI. and had the Misfortune' ty 
ſutterd his Predeceffor” in the general Hatred of the People, 
h rewölted almoſt unanimotiſſy as ſoon as the Spaniards en- 
tered their Country; upon which the Viceroy quitted'Nayl; 
8 ing aff the Mounts 6f Piety; Funds, which had 
been accounted ſacred in al former Revolutions. The only 
Cities that were in a Jondition to make Refiſtanee, were 
thoſe of Vata and Capua, and in theſe there were pretty good 


Garriſbns. The Imperial Troops chat kept the Pield Were 


about nine-thouſind Men, and they retired to x very ſtiong re- 
trenched Camp, under the little Town of Bitomo, N they 
Were attacked and forced by the Count d who 
dined the moſt ſignal Victory in che "Neapolitan Hiſtory, for 
ich he was deſervedly rewarded with the Tirle of Dube of 
B which however I do not find chat . * Wis 
aftetwards Niled Duke d- Montemar. ' 
The Infant Don Carlis, Duke of Bara uns Plubinia, "ai 
Hereditary Grand Prince of 7uſeany, became King of the , 
Sralies, in Virtue" of the Oeſſion made to him of his Father's 
Rights } weich Rights however he had renduneed over end 
Over, f in Favour of the Emperor. Hating fo” good à Tide, 
De Was pleaſed” to conſtitute the Duke ar Montomer the Yeu 
foltowthg Viceroy of Stetly, "who made the*Conqueſt of that 
Iſland in'as'fhort a Time as of the Kingdom of Maples, if in- 
« deed Git could be called a Conqueſt, where the People roſe in 
ever Province to favour” his Expedition, as Having been al. 
ay 4frand of a Spaniſh Governmient, in the ſame Proportion 
Qt at they Hated "that of che Germans.” Upon this Don Carls 
went oyer thither, made His publick Entry thto Meſa vith-all 
"Ye Magnificenice imaginable, and after having done the ſame 
25 Pulrno, Where he was crowned, he returned to Napls.- 
1 the Revolution in theſe two Kingdoms, and by the other 
$which*the En pa had ſuſtained it! Iiay, where he had 
i 3 gno left but the City of Mantua, the Ballitice was agun 
91 ered; and the T7tallan Princes Had then as much to fear from 
Houle of Bourbon, ub they apprehended a very few'Yeats 
3 front the "Houſe of Hiria. But Things did not long 
long wear this Füce Frunt' was reſolved to get out of the War, and 


10 * Wivethitig for going into'ir 3/the mms" > 
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Gereſore with the W at the Expence of her Allies. In- 
ſtead of the Duchy of 4: lan, the King of Sardinia Was 9888 
to be content with two very ſmall 2 „though the. Em- 
peror would have given him three, The Duchies of Parma 
and Placentiq were beſtowed upon his Imperial Majeſty, as an 
Equivalent for the tus Sicilies, which was rather a worſe Equi- 
ralent than had been given the Houſe of Savoy by the 5 | 


Alliance. 


As for the eventual Succeſſion. to Tuſcany „it was iven to 
the Duke of Larrain, according to the old Plan of Frances 
which many Years before had offered to exchange for it the 
Duchy of Milan. By this Treaty of Peace, to which Dan 
Carlos was obliged to accede in December 1536, the Dominions 
of the Houſe of Bourbon were reduced to the Kingdom of the 
Tue Sicilies, and the Fortreſſes on the Coaſt of Tuſcany. | 

All the World knows how much the Court of Madrid was 
dpleaſed with this Diſtribution of Things, and how ſoon the 
Queen of Spgin began to revive her Pretenſions to. her heredi- 
try Dominions in Favour of her ſecond Son the Infant Don 
Philip. It was to pacify her, and to give a Kind of Security, 
that on the firſt proper Occaſion, France would aſſiſt in obtain - 
ing her new Demand, however unjuſt and unreaſonable ; that 
aPrinceſs: of France was given to Don Philip, which the. Car- 
dinal de Fleury hoped would have quieted Things for his Time, 
&in all Probability it would, if the ſudden Death of the Ein- 
peror Charles VI. not obliged him to abandon ; his pacific 


«Syſtem,. I mean by this, that it put an End to all his Expe- 


dients, and forced: him much againſt his Inclinations upon a 
new. War, for which he ſeemed to have provided, but was 
really in Hopes that ſome lucky Event would have, afforded 
him che Means of diſengaging himſelf from the Meaſures he 
entered into for the Sake of gratifying the Court of Madrid, 


or rather the Ambition of the Queen of Spain. 


The Conſequences attending theſe Meaſures, together With 


te ere of the laſt War in Laß, , have been ſo often and 


lo fully conſidered. i in Fuer Parts of this Work, that there is 
10 Need: of ruaping them over again here, and therefore it 


hall ſuffice | HY Chapter to take Notice-of the Effects of 
: this War with R 225 the Kin King of the Two Sicilies, as In the 
next Chapter we "hal thew.the Nature and Valve of that Eſta- 


blibment, which by the definitive Treary: of Peace was ſtipu- 
ted in-Favour of the Royal Infant Don Philip, in whoſe Cauſe 


| perhaps more Men. have bled, than there are bving Souls in 


Hoſe Territories which have been at laſt given up ts him. 
Fi Theſe 


20 ann 1 i 436 1 ene ay 
Fink Rems ba wil 383 auſwer our Inzentian.” PG, 
kibiva:contiſe;;but-as:the ſame; Time 2 clear Account. of th 
JratianPertizoties.in-the Hands of the Hovle, of Bourhen, b 
perfect to comprehend not only che Acceſſion! s made to they 
in the: two: laſt Wars, but alſo the, preſent Profpett 1 805 
in chat Hart of the World, and the Danger. a fot 
in Hh the! pfeſent definitive P 
maybe again violated, upon — as idle pon of Pore 
gate Birth to that — which ended but. Weste 
His Majeſty of the Two Sicilies ſeemed at firſt di 
black / a Neutrality, hut whea.l it ms *: One Hs A, 
g iis he declared himſel by. 1.5 

81. This Conduct of his, — ot. 
his Advantage;: but on the contrary-irritated, ted thaſs Þ 
had:camtibued moſt t bis Eſtabliſhment. in 128 
hie Subhects inexpreſſible Inconveniencies, 52 55 
his Crown and his Perſon to very great Ha 
of renn ſee his 
abmoſt as often as they came to Action, hm 
ſulted; his Ports blocked up, and even his Capital 
Briiſb Squadrons. His gubjects alſo, gaye frequent 
Teſtimonies of Diſaffection to his Goyerament, : wi 
hita to take many diſagreeable Precautions, which, 
to increaſe che Malady they were meant to remo Eee Ka 
da Forces ravaged' n Part of his Dominions j 
to pas himſelf at the Head of an Army deſlined ty hh 
Imaders; and though he had the goodForiune.tg preye 
nctrating into the Heart of his Keef Fr 
bably bave:been. attended with a total Rey. ut ian. 
2 e 17 without feeling ore 
cies, untl expoſing his Perſon in à Manner 
of gel. giving him much Chagria.. e this, 25 81 
ing — Conqueſts: or Laurels 1 Danga 
he was again conſtrained to have Recourſe ta, 1 
ee 
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Was progurcy for him chiefly by the 2 


for fipaikich Situation, as, litele plealing 25 it. * 175 | 
te fawthe repeated Defeats of his my * 5 mY Fl 
Troubles and Anxieties, ſpun out the Remain Ya 
fromiavhich-after. all. that he had ſuffered, pe 5 05 
either the leaſt Honour or Adyantage. 14020 W 
The Hngdoms of v — "Wy ps is in b 
themſelves-as rich, as fruitful Fare uate Loy 
d moſt ambitious Monarch ec e ire. They —_ 
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with all, the Neceſſaries of Life, but with a Variety of 
'Coninnodities that night ſerve ro entertain amextenfive | 
Ane for-which both Kingdoms were formerly famous; 
and for the'carr}in; 6h of which they-are- furniſhed: withacas 
picious arc Collvepfent Ports," His SubjeQg rare numerous, 
aid under a better Government might de rendered induſtrzch s. 
Fit this Pretogatives' vf the Crown aro of ſuch à Nature the; 
Abtt6tity & of the Nobllity over their Vaſſaly ſo exorbitant, and: 
abott All th Power and Property of the Clergy ſo exceſſive, 
that there late hardly any Countries upon the Fncr ef 

obe, the Bulk of the People are more diſſolutei in 
het Moir ls, N vVretehed in their:Circumſtances, which! 
- TD Real, ſon thitm the 'Midſt of ſo gud Lig 


* 2 5 2.54. 


10 e 5 of the 750 Sicilies is regarded in Wight 
at ao fo ble wo; by meſt of our Politicians,: and their 
% fie confirmed by that Impunity 
0 8. je eee and its e are inſulted by: 
i he Patte ts. ou 2id 


"Fit mut be ac nodes ages, "tae inde lis Countrychat 
bien reſtored: to the * in ſote Meaſure of an ode 
bndent Sövernmegt. and that Providence has been pleaſad to 
. — itn Majeſty wird Male Iſſue, there might be prod. 
tnds to hope, that in Time, and by Degrees, many 
Ae milie be removed, the real — the 
OWE increaſed B5 a wiſe Cirewaſcrip tion of Rights, rather, 
= than uſeful, by 4 ſtric Ease dn gf feen and b 
obſiging all Ranks pes to ſubmit to ſuch Laws u are for 
the ein Benefit. But then this is not to be expected tiſt 
tis Admir en 15 delivered from all Cares, but tho lot 
Rs gens affe 2 Welfare, and releaſed from the Eorifidorar; 
4 bir of Ty NY reſt, N th be oF the* Crows che Tree tles 
0 ab nk 1 Thee are Objects that might ſufficienthy 
ti ee even of able Politiclans, and from a; 
07 eg i very conſicderable Advantages would ariſe: 
6 theſe Coun tries 1 "ip part cular, and in their N cy 
EE 72547 % 9019 e 
ils Doiibis ur ſti remaining 1 ſpire of ome; occa/ 
e as 10 tlic fururc Fate of uhoſo Kingdoms, 
of the Court of Neplet receive their irſt 
1 We n that of Madrid, while the Ambition of mar 
. 14 e is the rung Paſſion in Breaſts where 
he Stud eople's Happineſs ſhould alone take Place, 
ere is e act to wonder that's Cs: ſo apparently 
ene Rca 25. "as 5 that of a King: for a — "ins not 1 
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Th has been A FORE: FR at 19 Tine 4090 ith 
J > Alliance was formed, the late King of Spain, 4 
[the Fi Al had two very ifferent Pretenſions to certain Don 

" on us i hah, neither of which could be ſaid to be oyel. ud 
4 unded.. As King of Spain, by a mixt Right of Deſt, 
of me Wilt of Charts the Second, he cohecived himſek 1 

"I, an indefeaſible: Right to all the Dominions i in the Poſe! 
50 "fon. that Prince, from which therefore he could Hor berlin 
bs Wie any 1 His other Claim Was in Right 

ife; in Cafe the*or her Hue became Heirs to the rp 

Duke of Parma;-and” the Grand- Duke of Ff, 

- the firſt of theſe Ruhts he inſiſted before his Acceſſion to l 
adruple Alliance, in Conſequence of which he actually tw 
nat Sardinia; and attempted the Conqueſt of Sicily, 50 

bs D 7 his former Renunciations. Pen his' Acceſi 
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boſe Rights, in Conſideration of the eyentual Succeſſion to the 
Duchies of Parma, Placentia, and Tuſcany, being lr jo 
his Children of the ſecond Marriage, which 17 

Requeſt of the Regent 9 oſs by He. 
11 theſe Pretenſions wer by, 
| Treaty of Suille, when it ſeemed, 21 999 7 
contracting Parties, that the Succeſſion of Don Car: in the 
Manner preſcribed 25 that Treaty, ſhould. ter Ins 25 
—. and extiriguifh all Rights, Except thols tha at Mere. tled 
there A 

— the next War broke out, it ee AZ the King 
of Spain had no fuch/Meaning, but that after engaging, the Em- 
perer ta grant the Inveſtiture of the Dominions claimed in Right 
8 a WA he was reſolved to keep up ſtill his Sede For 

mperor himſelf in Reference to the Coy or- 

OY bebt to the Kings of Spain, or the Hahſe of Au- 
vu, and in Conſequence of this Bon Carius invadled and pol 
ſeſſed himſelf of —— and Sirih. Then came the FISHY 
Henna; by which. thoſe Kingdoms were leſt 10 3 
Para ald Placentia given up to his Imperial N „ and 
Tuſcany exchanged for Lorrain. But notwithſtan ding this this laſt 
Treaty, upon the Demiſe of the Emperor Curl NJ. — 
Gatholick Ma well revived.: his old (aims tothe Puchy of 
Milan, as -He the . Houſe: of Au/tria, aud to Parma, and 
Plaththa," as belonging to his: Queen and þer:Children, and 
hence aroſe the Pretenſion of procuring a Setttemagnt:for Don 
Philip, which after a — and bloody War, was at — — — 
tained by the definitive Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, hi 
put that Prince in ET Ry; ah 9 605 
tag! upon certain Conditions.) ..:17; 41, 44 144 1s 2 

A* order to underſtund "METH why. he holds theſe Gopn- 

ties, as well as the Conſequences of his having (his Eſta- 
blimment given im in itah, it. is abſolutely ne ceflary. to Ire 
the Reader a fuccinft Hiſtory: of . the: Houſe of Furneſe, f 
which he is ſuppoſed to Ae Right; for without. — 
. of this, and of the Sitnation of the Countries he 
polleſſes,. it is abſolutely impoſſihle that we ſhonld- have a 
diſt Conceptian-of the pictent, State of Things in ah, or 
frame any tolerable Opinion of tha new Claims that are 
already 4 the Subje& of. \Difeourſe, will in all. Probabi- 
lity ſerve for the Foundation of ng] Treaties, andi it, ĩs not 
ut all impoſſible may ſooner. or later become, the Cauſes of 
another War. But theſe points being once ſertledy this Matter 
which 1 is at preſent fo very obſcure and perplexed, will ap- 
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lust in his — nk | Years * 
worthy of his Dignity, inſomuch, that on e 
Huhn — advanced to the Age. 
4 his Sucecfior;::and wok the. — of 


ST * 


He governed fiſtean Tears; with great Repu 
dou ee <A f t © Churthe. 
be hong it no Dinünution to his, x.to take of 
wa nay Anceſtors had. lent very; 7 I FRy 
lick Chamber, and were in. and 
ani The datter ati the very Gates . 


747A ag A 
afonting- & to Henkrupts and other e, 
lum, it Wass Wery inconvenient. 0 the Holy See, „the P 
rr to give up ihaſe Places, and tg entiggni 


* 


al che Debts Aua to hie Family, in caſe the Cardinals would 
. the Duching bot Par i * 5 
— in 12 fo 
ture of 2 of 5 
ta him and W Bots Male. ar: ever, wr 3 ed on es 
19th of the-ſame Month, in the Cathedral S of Placentia. 


by Gardial Marine Grimani the f polalich Legate. It m 
not be woobſerve, that aung. Prince, Aly, 
rained theſe Duchies, his: Father et HIDES upon. him 
thoſe of, Sire and Cammerini, . which lic within the Ec leſj- 
altical, State, as: WE barer ene thewn,. in . 75 
temporal Dominions: annexed. to the iy Of Oh ; bu 


the INNS ſo they. aulas one of his... | 
bortowing a ge Sum of om the - Jr 
rw Cham 1. computing itte a a Ine . 
— 1 the Church re- entered T 
Naw en — — me Kaen rm 15. 
e Papal D. domains. 201! och. 255 Ine re . 
4 Min forzune befell | 'the Houſe 53 the. 


Reign, of Rennegia II: the, died. D Keen. 
beforementioned. He vas 2 wile,. 17 jo HET 
fonunate Prince, zee this ole: * 


non and: Mildaeſs. He was thrice, x | 
16, by whos be had SEED $ 


4421 
er of Efe, by whoin he had à Bon” Edvard; und 
= ters rs Mary of Ehe, his ſecond Wiles Ag 
by em he Rad Fruntiſed atid Antonio. Edward, N 
Price of Pariht, married Dorothea Sophia of Nrwbur ng, Du: 
ber to the Electr: l in 1690, "by Whom bel 95 in 


9 born Oetsh 255 165 92, ap Fes 
of Septen. Following dled, thi the" ift ene 
- Frantiſto \ Pings of Pama, mafried his Brother's 55 =Y 
| became*thereby Durheſs' of Pha, {por che Demi of het 
S ao -which ha ed in 169 and the * 
: t ip bis Bibther's Baußhter . bh dang 
Francis I. Duke of Pa and Bern, 1 hs F 0 
be Father's Temper, and By à ile and e Adin 


1 


From Yoſſering'ss e feſt of Rah did, Bo e Jong War oh 
Akcount of the Spaniſß os Sin of Ne tie Þ eace of 
Derbi, And the Deich of the Qu len 1 35 he Altened with 
1 Satisf to the Pro e 'of A Marg tween 
WV; and His Niece and 1205 tel Dau ghter Sy rinceſ 

* ERzab#th," who Io looked. 9 55 1 the Heiteſs of Parma-and 
Fifth, ber Great Orafd-mötker being Margaret 1 
Daughter to Duke 1 255 II. and this e bee rinet 


tiotr &f his Airs, 'ke -his Dominions 1 7 8 a 


2 Furneſe was living, becauſe it was hel Ke 
Had An habe Aeli to Marriage A «hich, if 
date Truth in ſome Valin Eohjefures, (ONO 
©" thi his Niece might contribute, Howeyer W rg Al i 
bez the Succeffion was looked upon a3 a. Thin ves: of an 
at leaſt on that Side; for it was Known ate Pope in 
3 * queſtion it, and that it Was Hot \ Ver, ace tn be 
eror. a * 
But upon the Demiſe of Francis Duke. of ar 
and the Acceſſion of Prince Antonio, "Thing 8 < nged 
pearance. The new Duke wWas no ont 1offeſſed. pom 
-\ Dignity,” chan he declared his Diflike of "Marriage aro 
mie Narrowneſs of his Ci reuthſtances, while be. 75 3 r 
Brother, but that now he was a ſovereign Prince, 111 fe la 
Heir Matt of his Family, he judged it Fee on bim 
1 io 9 ＋”¶— the ExrinQion of the Houſe, of Far meſes. e mat- 
fied accordingly Henrietta de El, Daughter to the ; Duke of 
ene, but had notwithſtanding the 1 PN to dic wich. 
but Iſſue, Funuory 10, 17 15 tho” upon his Demiſe ! it. ys 
"hr Gut, tät the Duchels his Nelick Was with Child; bu 


being quickly found to be Without any Foundation, tht 
Royal Infant Don Carli, eldeſt Son to his Catholick 1 
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the Princeſs Elizabeth, Heireſs of the Houſe of Farngſe, en 
el into the queer Polteſlion. The old Ducheſs. Dowager 
Sophia Dorathea,, eli 8 | Puke Rane, and of his ler Bro- 

ther Prince W Ms as to the a Dawager of Spent 
and Grandtnòther 9 ON to, Gel Garlos and Philip. — 
of the Cardinal of ate, Monk the Gloſe.of, — 
War, 11 A- 8 a Age: for the my 
get, WI. dow of fry hg 0 hs laſt, Duke of — — 4 

46. 5 ag 


AT d'in, i of, Hee Bam. with 
pho, the reſides 1 1 an 


i 


As to We . Sina and Value of the Covintrics 
which form t the Seftlement ng, Infant Don ht ve are to 
conhder , the e The Duchies of Pavia 
| 1 Mr genie 1 form 1 80 Fal very conſiderable Sovereignty. ;; in 
1 from We elt to Ea — are about ſixty, &ngiþ Miles, 


F 'Breac th from South. to North is about forty. On che 
Ya HY axe ounded by the Dominions of the Empreſs 
Cubeen and the Kin of 5 ing; on the South, by the Territo- 


155 5 ee of C renea 3 on the Eaſt by the Duchies of 
 Midena. Ei,; * on the North they are divided by the 
Fit Pom the Duchies of Mantua and Milan. As to the 
N Without Exception, being equally healthy and plea- 
tand with this the Soil likewiſe cotreſponds, hich ĩs won 
us fivitfol ; the Vallies abound with all Kinds of Fruit, 
ih rich Paſtures and excellent Vineyards; and in che Moun- 
_ they lade both Copper and Silver Mines; the Inhabitants 
1 15 e er s of black Cattle, and alſo numerous 
| 700 s of 8 the firſt enable them to-make the beſt-Qheeſe 
fn 12 5 * Opinion of many, in £rpe.z and the 
latter unc Sa with vaſt Quantities of very fine Wool. 
The Cities of Parma and Placentia are the; only Places of any 
' Conſequence in the Royal Infant”s Dominions; the former is an 
old irregular Place, and not very large, meanly fortified, but 
: tommanded'by a Caſtle of ſome Strength 75 latter is larger, 
better ſituated, more beautiful, 00 fuller of People, within a 
very {mall Diſtance of the Po, which is a great Convenience. 
While theſe Countries were held from the See of Neun, the 
Pikes of Parma paid an annual Acknowledgment of ten thou- 
ind Pucats 1 at preſent they are conſidered as Fiefs of the Em- 
and their Poſlellor applies for and xeecives his Inveſtiure 
| 175 bis Imperial Majeſty 48 the ſame 1 e other Prin- 
ecs. The Revenues have been formerly computed, at fix.hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns, but it pes queſtioned, whether in 
their preſent Situation the People can raiſe above. two Thirds of 
that 
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ing ound däfficult SY and which is fill mere, t oh 


725 1 0 ppear to ſubſiſt and act — > 4 — 
Nader 5 this to ſat e us, if we refle on 


geat Pyetits that have happened in our own Time, here the! 
5 ep from this Part ide World, on ther 1 | 
a. Pe, þ lag uſually been new Claims, u 

tlitions, | din a ſhort Space of Time; new Preparations 55 
the” Commencement öf : 'Freth War. It may Weretewe tie 
. i heater to make a Trial, whether it may not be poſic! 


= cover ſormethitg of theſe Matters before theꝶ are còn- 
"Fins us in foreign Gazettes. t ein 
it with! eſpe” to the Reſtrictions by which the Royak 
ne 1%) Is, or may be thought cramped in bis Pod- 
We ka [har at Aix la Chapelle, the SpanifÞ PleMO 
5 expreffed ery clearly the Diſike of the Burr f 
Mit to thoſe War dn, by Which « ReverGortehy"RI_HE 
aeg to the two Crowns, | which! * Ceflivn Way? 
me of this Settlement for Don ; and though 
ty was cken got over, yet we are no Strangers to the Inter 
ga by wich i Was get over; nor is it at all inconhftent“ 
the 10 " * Reafon' or Experience to believe; that en 
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But this is not all, there has been a Proteſtation in Tom 


upen' a late'Qtcaſion, as well as upon others, in fayour of tte 
See of Rome, from whence, as the original Right of the Houſe 
2 was derived, it is not eaſy to fee how its Claim i 
eſe Duchies has been vacdted. On the other Hand, fuch j 
the Spirit of à certain Court, that we have no great Cauſe jy 
ſoppoſe (he will ſuffer. theſe Pretenſions to ſubſiſt, 557 fear thut 
me Time or other an Opportunity ſhould offer for enfore 
them. It is true indeed, that there is no Proſpect of any ſuch 
Thipg 4 preſear, but the Politicks of the Court of Renear 
vedly famous, and the very Care; that the Fopes har 
taken to keep, up this Claim upon eyery Oecaſion, ſufficienij 
mdicgtes that they would not ſuffer an Opportunity to ſlip, a 
caſe any ſüuch Opportunity ſhould. offer. The Deſire-therefar 
of emancipating this dear-bought Settlement even from thi 
dormant Pretenſion, is a Point that will hardly eſcape the Hy 
of 4'Coutt, thar has been ever famous for Jealouſy, ina be 
geee not at all inferior to its Ambition 5 


We are yet farther to conſider, that it Was urely to 2500 
this Claim of the See of Rome, that Parma was acknowledge 
to be à Fief of the Roman Empire. Duke Francis, Uncle h 
the Queen Dowager of Spain, when the Emperor leyied.Ca 
tributions: from his Dominions, upon Pretence of their bei 
Fiefs, exclaimed againſt it as an Act of Violence and Injuſtic, 
the Pope: alfo proteſted againſt it upon the fame Moth 
Since that Time his Succeſſors have ſeen Things in. quite 


4 


different Light, or rather have been under a Neceſſity of # 
mitting what their Predeceſſor ſo warmly diſputed. ALY 
now ſtand, there can be no Diſpute that Homage is due tf 
Emperor, and that his Inveſtiture is neceſſary to the Poſſely 
"of theſe: as of other Fiefs. But poſſibly there may game, 
Time when this may be accounted either a Grievance, f 


leæaſt an Tnconvenience, unleſs in the enſuing Congreſs at d 
mona, or Where- ever elſe it ſhall be held, ſome Method cut 
found to ſettle it to the mutual Satis faction of all Parties; Mme 
tho? this may be a Thing far enough from being impoſing... 
" 3 may venture, without fearing to ſin; againſt Truth, ot 
hazard a Suſpicion, that it will not be without its Difficulties rat 
In the next Place, the Augmentations of this Settlen d: 

which may be endeavoured, deſerve our particular Notices ! | 
have very good Reaſon to apprehend at leaſt, that, after Miſery 
| Fialene whe F. dee Struggles, ſo long and bloody a en 
And ſince the Concluſion of the Peace nuch a Train of kg ! 
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and filent Negotiations, ſome Enlargement of the * | 
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ps Territories is a Point ſtill at Heart 0 
aebi Settlement, d who In. going ſo f ho nc thats, 
11 95 115 55 ro the Colt With Ae it was ne * 
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rr 25 1517 om their Enterprze,, till attege e 77 ont 
os" propotti nable to their Chara&t ers W ove 9590 2 


ul. Let us chen conſider, whether from the 
ed us by theſe hiſtorical Memoirs, and the 
been gi #20 wo as. to the Tendency 0 f thoſe mY We Def JA 
dene eng, we may not be able to fo  fome Gueſs.as 

to the Nature of theſe Agumentations, and the 0 Which 
may be polhbly' ractiſed in order to 7 0 Foe them It is ve 
unlikely that We mould be able to go to the —— bl t 
Matter, or 10 ont out exacU and in their proper Order, 
the very Steps at will be taken in this Buſineſs ; But tho? 
mould not do this, yet we. need not deſpair of giving. _ 
Reader ſome, Satisfaction, ſince in pointing out moſt 0 
Roads that are poſlible, we can hardly miſs thoſe chat t 
active Politicians, will, think prafticable N and what may not be 
atchieved' in Gur Times, it is very likely may occupy the 
Aitention'6f Poſterity ; at leaſt, we have pall LANG on 
the Side of this Conjecture, , 4 

The Royal Tofant's Settlement was hardly fixe d, before it 
was obſerved that ſome Alterations, Ceſſions, a 0 
would be neceſſary, in order to accommodate Things between 
that young Prince and his Neighbours. We have touched 
pon this Subject before, and ſhewn that a Part of the Duke 
of Madena's Dominions would be exceedingly commodigus, 
and that it might not be impracticable to aſſign his Serene 
Highneſs an Equivalent with which he might be well con- 
tented. "Something of the like Sort might be Expedient alſo 
with Reſpect to che Feier Queen, there being a „ ll Por- 
ion of th "Duchy of Guaſtalla that cannot well, be ſeparated 
fromher hereditary Countries, and is certainly of much too 
ittle W to be Worth diſputing about: theſe taking 
them altogether, though they may be convenient and eyen 
neceſſary, Things, are of no mighty Importance, and there is 
nothing regs in ſuppoſing, that Thr the Sake of mutaal 
Eaſe and , ſuch Matters may be ſettled i in a Shri 
of 92 fact on of all Parties. 4 

ut there has been an Augmentation mentione quite 
thet Nature, 113 an 110 Iſland of Cor/ica, Which, —— 
ſome Time looked upon as the Fiction of E azette-Writets ;. 


it preſent it ſeems to wear another Aſpet; 94 198 Abun- 
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vid Yoke. - On th# other Had, f has been à Re 
lation fettled between the Republic: andthe See 
Mediation of his Moſt — an re here grea Care ant 


Daliberation ;; yet if this u fare. m1: ble td either 
Party, or if. Odjections ſhould be made to it o both the 
aamiming of a F reary of Parchaſe; in eee der 
parting with its Sovereignty, may be thot 0 
eat}, or at leaſt ĩt could never have been introdute 
eeptianable Way. In that Caſe; however, ſome 
— be taken before — — wb c9. 
preſens Settlement, duc if this e grand Purchaſ& is 

not be abſolute] yimpra 


the whole _ be thought à proper Fatale 0 
og i db of which his Brother Bon q rew 
the Title of hereditary Prince. £24170 vd Ha 
-Befare-we-quit this Subject, it may not be ah 
that the farmer Dukes of Parma 
treated by the Pope in the Affair of Ca/tro ; and once by the In- 
of the Crown. of Frauce, that Matter was brought 
ſo far, that upon Payment of ti An, oe 2 and . 
the Pope engaged himſelf to reftore * Teas | 
Teuder of che Money he king 
that it was not in his:Power, © / — ä 
Matter was 1 by Treaty with the Houſe of $5 
whenth the ,Duchies of F 4 2155 3 ; 
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v But tho! it tit true, that the Republick ie not What the ha, Wl 


been, that any Wa pig rev 
banda. — — Iſlands, the bas: n 2 


dee een e eee ber 
Trade, and gave her ſo, gonſiderable a Rant 
177 15 e Mer is ſtill Miſtreſs of- 

rye Notice, but alſo to he regarded a 
le Pojantotes, in ahn and maſt i 


ee N 194 tos lig 2s eO 15 
nb to, _ _ of this, State, that for ypwards of 
8 preſerved her Freedam, and fora great 
Part 1 95 Time has, lived. under the ſame; Govornment,wih 
out, fi Rn. ny; of thoſe dreadful. Revolutions, by which may 
of, hex. powerful Neighbours have been: involyed in Blood and 
e ee This has, juſtly. given a: high; Reputation; to dt 
her Senators, who by their eat Policy and wol- 
derful Secrecy, haue heen able through ſo long a Tack of 
"Tie, to, 5 — with equal Diligence; and Suerefs gin . 
reign Gonfederacies and domeſtic Go eee 
ithey. — defeated, when laid with the deepeſt; Cuaning, a 
ſupporte with no | derable Stre Sth 71 ver yorlt 2 
sex, very loſſes are fo, far from reflecting Diſcredition-th 
Kepublick, that on the Dan 0 do ber tha greateſt lo 
nour in the Sentiments gf thoſe who are of forming 
ight Judgment of Hiſtary, and know-how. 1o-diſtinguil pro- 
.pcrly, in reſpect to, Cauſes; and Events. The long War in Ne. 
fence of Condia againſt the Turli, exhauſted the Treaſufeß 
"weakened the Power of this State to a Degree; Ke 
not been able to recover; but that War was. continuedif — 
n wy l the whole Strength of the Otiomam Empim d 
„dea and Land, and was almoſt as fatal to the Tarfs as dd het; 
for hey too have been. declining i in Power and N 
e $9.thar the wic be mh ſled in-thay Rope} en. 
wark of pen pe, to the Safety of which ſhe. contributed much 
more than the ſuffered by the Loſſes, that by dhe Fortune df 
War ſhe, ſuſtained. during that famous Cantention,, 's en 
ic The common Opinion that ſhe cantiaues. fill cadedline, al 
hat the very Being of the Republick is ig:Danger: from #09 
ee been perhaps taken up 92 dye, Atte, 
tion, ang for Bale, having juſt Notians o f-thewile and folid 
., Maxims by. hich her Government is conducted. Fon tho it 
betrug, that "the is in no. Condition to maintain. ſuch. wt" 
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tat df Candia yet it is no leſs true, that as Things are now 
drcumſtanced, the has very little Reaſbn to fear if) 150 490” 
ln the two laſt Wars with the Turks, ſhe ſufficicatly demon- 
frated;' that tho“ her Forces were much Weakened; ſhe was 
far from having loſt Her former Spirit, or from Hanting fuch 4 
power as Wag feceſſary for her Defence; and thie noble Sta- 
we ere cted to the Honour of the late Pield "Marſhal Sehlem 
yt in the great Squate of Corfu, which he ſo er 
fended; will remain'a- — — of the Bravery 
her Troops, as well as of her Zealand Gratitudte to that intte 
pid Officer, Which it may be hoped will not a little contribute 
to procure a Succeſſion of Generals as worthy and as fottunate: 
[Beſides all this, it ought to be remembered, that ſſte is tow 
batter ſecured againſt the Turi by her petpetual Allianite with 
the Houſe of Faris; than in former Ages; and if wei alſo re- 
ft; that in ee the latter at any Time break with the Turks, 
in Vettue of that Alliance, they are ſure of being ſupported 
the Ruſſians it will be ſuſficiently evident, that the Venrtians 
have much leſs to fear than they had in former Days. Since 
the Peace of Paſſarowitz, therefore,” which was conctuded on 
the 19th of Juh, 1718, they have remained very qufet; and 
3 they have very wiltly avoided taking any Share in thoſe Dif- 
pites that have perplexed Europe, they at the fame Time have 
thought ie proper to keep up a numerous Body of Fotets, in 
der to render their Neutrality reſpectec. 
That the Reader may perceive what we have advaiiced in re- 
lion to this Republick, is founded in Truth, it may not be 
amiſs, to give a ort Account of the Countries ſhe poſſeſſes, 
46 the firſt'Plaeey*the noble City" of Venice, and the Iffamds a- 
bout-It, whiclare {6 populous, have ſo many Manufactures, 
ind ſtill carry on fc great a Trade, more eſpecially whenever 
the other Powers df Lia are at War, and the Subjects of the 
Republiek enjoy the Benefit of her Neutrality, that the Reve- 
wwe drawn from thtem by the State; amounts annually to three 
Millions of Ducats. 1211 4 SC lf e 10 A 
On the T Firma, or Contihent of Hal, the poſſeſſes the 
Treviſan, the Pauuam, the Virentin, the Vefmeꝛt, the Briga- 


"maſe, che Pertitoty ef Breſcia, the City of Creme, and its Di- 
"RR, and the Polin; they Have alſo a great Part of Fu of 


4 


fi, of Dalnatia%and” Albania ;' and they ſtill preferve the 


Hands of Ci Zante, Ccrigo,  Finnes, Curxola and'Cefultriia - 


All theſe Countries are rich and” fruitful, and the Inhiabitunts 
drive a very grem F rade in the Levunt, as welt as in other Parts 


of Europe, 


Gg 2 The 


1 42 J 
| The entire Revenne of the Republick is computed at about 
eight Millions of Ducats, and the annual Expence docs not 
commonly exceed half that; ſo that in Time of Peate 
are -conſtatitly laying up large Bums. Befort the fatal War of 
Gandid, they had in their Treaſury fifteen Millions of Ducats in 
ready Money, excluſe of the famous Gold Chain, to which 
they annually; added foine Links, which forty Porters could 
hardly carry, and which: on certain Feſtivals was extended acroſs 
the Square of St Arn, for the Entertajoment of the People, 
ſumed — — — fail; lohan cn any 
emergent Neccſlity, they would: be n makt much! greater 
Efforts . than is commonly ima med. oitel-A id lle bas mr 


: As to the Government of Venice, it is ſo well known, that 


we need not deſcribe it. We ſhall ' only: obſerve, that i ir is 
pure Ariftocracy, and though the Duke has the Title of Prince, 
yet the Mafeſty of the Republick refides in the — =, {The 
great Maxim of this wiſe Body, is to manage the Government 
with che utmoſt Frugality, to encourage Trade as much as paſ. 
wle, and to preſerve Peace as long as they art} able. 
n They have always a conſtant Eye upon the 7H and hare 
excellent Intelligence even in the Seraglio itſelf; fo that they 
ca hardly be ſufprized, and in Time of Peace they o on 
a-prodigious Gommeree in all Parts of that Empire. They are 
jealous of the Pope, with whom they have many ancient 
Grounds of ;Pifpate, which is the Reaſon that they exclude all 
Berheſiaſtzels from their Counſels. They are obligedto lxe in 
good Frienadſtip with the Emperor, tho? its certain;/ that they 
are nat at all defirous of feeing/the Power of the Houſe of 4 
faria extend itſelf in ah. They werei beretefore: jealous of 
the Cron of Spain for the fame Reaſon; and very —j— 
this Spirit Would revive, if Don Philip ſnould gain by Purch 
any more conliderable Eſtabliſſiment in that — for the 
keeping even the Ballance of which, they are us touch or more 
cancetned than —— Potentate. LOTUS vt Xs 
An- former Times the Republick was roughly inclinedito 
vour France; the Embaſſador of this Croum\reeckied ery bien 
Honouts at Hema, and, generally e Veretiun Car- 
nals joined thoſe of the French: inthe; Conclave; per 
there is no. Reaſon to preſume, as — do from henee; that 
the. Republic is governed by theſe Notions ſtiſl for the Cirs 
cumſſances ot of. Things being c ac ohrding to the 
Rules of their Policy, the- of tho Republick muſt 
change alſo and hs very fame 2 that induoed 2 * to 
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ſide with the French in the Conclave, will engage her now to 

act againſt them, and in Favour of the Houſe of ia, be- 
. —— too p MES noni 
It may indeed be ſumiſed, that this State; Peace 
ſo much as ſhe dd, oy ar awed by the Power-of France; 
but of this there lis pearance. For when Lon 
XIV. about 171% declared — — Ortebaws;a gub⸗ 
jet of te Republic's, Protector of the Crown of France, and 


bis Eminence had accepted that Dignity, contrary tothe Maxi 


ims of the Venetian State, ' which'never permits any that have 
deen in their Serviea to enter into that of other — ; they 
proceeded without Delay; and without Ceremony, to 
kim and all his Relations of the Privileges of Nobility, and to 
batiiſa them their Dominions. We may therefore take it for 
granted, that the Grandeur of this- — bo — far from 
being acceptable to the —— * OH ing 
They have” always maintained and very peob neodidlgivillivons 
inner to maintain, a cloſe Friend(hip ſtrict Alliance with 
there being a mutual Connection between their In- 
tereſts; and tach of them having frequent Oocaſions, from the 
Viemity of their nenen to alli and — Favours from 
the other.. i oi Aal aolisgzxs 
They — — in good Intelligettes-wich 
the — the Two Sicilios, and with the Grand Duke of 
Tyſcany, on Acebount of che Difficulties to which their Coma, 
merce would be unavoidably liable, in caſe of a? 0 
en a Difference with either. There was he ore ia great 
Coolnefs between the Republiek and the Dukes of :$owy; cor 
Account that the latter afſumed'the Title of King of Cypras; to 
wich alſo the Doge of Vaniet pretends; And it is ſuar eto b 
wnceived, how much chis light Punt᷑tilio kept theſe two D 
et na Diſtance. But ſince the Duke of | Sowy-hasibecores 
king of Sardinia; and the Situation of Things in An is, tos 
much changed, that the Ballance is almoſt in his 
Hands, the Venetians have altered their Meaſuresg ind ini er- 
tan, that at preſant there is a rern 
mam that Monarch nd th Republick. | _— L 107 
and warm Diſputes that have happened retofore 
between this Re and that of Gaya, have oecafioned-ſach- 


a Inyeteraty;' as 46 ſcarce to be cone . — ale 


Cots than one — have expefte hom — — 
Gg3 dence; 


= — — ———— ES 


[ 4547 
dence; for when the Geneeſe offered very conſiderable Ama. 
ance at a Time when #2gce warted;it*maſt, upon Condition 
that an Equality ſhould {ubſiſt for the future, they rejected the 


P on (vith Niſdain, and chaſe. rather to run the, | 
ed Ds og chan to receive Aftffine © on 0 7 


28 AHA 39 $3 Wager. 


vet even this Quarrel ſeems now to be laid afleep, if not 
rey Etats 1 te late Diſtreſs of e | f 
thiat the Henetiam inte! ofcd not 
_ "but with great Earieſtriefs's leder Vienna; ud I. 
if wie depend — Reports that have been current in Ri" m 
the nd received pecuniary Supplies 6a Nature that fu: BN B. 
clently declared the Depth of the Purſe from Wnches de d 
were drawn; though it was not held cofventent to embarł d 
ly in their Quarrel. 2Þ.azsd dug , vw St 191iw. mort lis 
Thus by u brief Enumeration of Facts, we Have ſtie wn; thi 
notwithſtanding what Has paſſed: heretofore,” the 'Republick'sf 
Venice is ſtill in a Condition to ſupport herſelf; and in 96 Di 
F either from the Power of her Enemies, dr of her Neiph- 
ours; chat if ſhe loves Pence it is from wile atid prudent No- 
tives, und hot from Timidity; that as ſhe forms no Prerenſin 
vpon her Neighbours, ſo ſhe is inelined to live with them i 
the greateſt Harmony" imaginable ; and in « Word, that as The 
has no Views of Conqueſt for herſelf, ſhe is bound —.— Intech, 
as Well as led by Inclination, to give all Gs off: 
ble to ſtich as diſturb the Peace of Ah. 2 n. SUING 
he Conſideration of this to thofe wits — 
Things of ſo important a Nature will appear of no ſmall Ui 
ſequence. For as no Government inthe Univerſe vtidetſtzith 


is o0Wa'Tntereſts better, or purſues them more cloſely tha 4 
the Penetidn Senate, ſo lit is a mighty Thing to be ſecurc, ef 
ne Temptation will ever enga S this State er wle li the! 
ot aim t iticreafng her Wealth or her Dominions at the Ti 6 | 


Fe of bel Neighbours.” Beſides there is an abſ0ut 
aint that in Caſe the BALANCE was 4 Patents anclc 
— rk would take the Part oe the Op | 
reid, and venture all for preſerving che Freedom of M 
5 to this, that che Venttian Ambaſſadors in tlie ſeven! "C2 
Courts is ö Eaghe, never Want the Means of inſinuating tht 
Sentiments to the Miniſters; and giving fuch true Lights BP 
ſpecx to the Concerns of Nah, as _ event Falſe" Jae 
pn, would omen che making thoſe tht are true, neil 
of which c otherwiſe be brought to pas: 
11 » 32 | SECT 
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f I'S. Republick made anciently very good Figure — 
T conſidered as a free — Tajy, but in 
Europe. 7 —— Her Domimons were large, her. Of) 
merce extenſiwe, and her Naval Power extremely fo —— 
But a ee to the Nature o alk Commonweniths,) Ela 
tions and Revolutions in Government have been very — 
dere and to them it has been chiefly: owing, chat Cenas has 
fallen from what ſhe was, and been driven at ſeveral Times t 
ſubmit herſelf, not only to Emperors and Kings of France, but 
to e of. rat. the Dukes of Allan and on 
ther qdittle rinces. Bei 41 Hiſh ei winch 
in Hort, the Characters given by ancient Writers of ,thi 
Nation, under the Name of Ligurians, have been always, 
a.all, Times, but too applicable to the Genzeſe, who from 2 
ſactious Diſpoſition, and almoſt perpetual Diſaffecon to the 
Form. of Government under which they lived, have kept them. 
ſchres in continual Diſquiet, and loſt unaccountably the, Ad-. 
images rived to them from their Trade, and from their 
Situation, which might otherwiſe have enabled them t9 attains 
what ſeems, after all: to have been the utmoſt Extent of. their 
Wildes, 2 Power as great, and an Eſtabliſhment. Oli ap 
e e Republick, Janice. >tioup 3! 

As. to their, preſent Condition, by which I mean the Forms 
of Government, they are now under, they owe it entirely to 
the Virtue. of Andreu Doria, who in 1527; reſcued. themrout 
of the Hands of the French, -and-refaſing. the Soperrignty ſecs 
d him, fixed their Condition as a free State, regulating.th 
ancient Nobility, fo as to conſiſt in twenty-eight Families, a 
ther new-Nobles in twenty-four. --It.is not neceſſary for us t 
wi into the Particulars of their Hiſtory. from that Tim — 
cauſe they are well known; and therefore we ſhall cont 
ele with ſaying, that if it had not been, for the F aQions 
detween their old and new Nobility, which in 1573 5 ſo 
dich as to Ocaſion a. Civil War, and their Diſputeg with the 
Puke. of Savey, Which engaged them. in ſeveml Wars, they 
— * from that Period to chis, enjoyed Peace and 


Gg 4 In 


ebunt of ſomèe Offer ner he n . 


det Riglas the Dukes of Sh bad to this Gountry, they 
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10 1684, they were ay boomers N 


Ln NIV. on Ae. 
cir "Tomdud; or N. 


ther r from a — sf N ks Nj wy NR of by" donde. 
and obliging the Doge, 
8 2 Vs) woos 4 eee 1 
tle Kbnburdble' to 2 5 ce Nepehiek In te War ve 
eaſſoned by the Shun Sucbſfion, c —_ but indfferenth/ 
neren ＋ 5 whe Aj 'þy" the Fra 3 bot ar che Coe of 
e. 8 l dend e ö 
22 Mae bad ſo pets 6 c Matter already, 
üble may heur ſo much inore of it hereafter, thai 
we moüld ſay ſomething of it here; and ag we bade ne kind 


. 25 hi 80 m Favour of e we Thall fate the 
Mtar The C. 


few Words; and as fairl a9 ils podiible/” Tor C. | 
auch had very old Pretenſions upon A this Country; in gu 
a 0 by the Princes to Wem it belon apt; 0 
a Felony gp by 6ne of choſe e oon 
ned by the Houſe ria, and _ d tothe" Spin 
Aue that Tiunily: It us by this Means that it ume 
Parry e reſt of the ſtolign Dominians of ti ook into'thh 
de of the late Emperor, and on his Behalf 2. 0 e Mo 9. 
Rake put ia Garriſon into it. But upon the'Sg) e of 
by bis Imperial Mia in 6913, 3, the Mg yogi 
inal, yvacuated it, Corficant took Fob 
e e for the Gow, 21 ho it till the Juſt W 
DE vir is alſo neeeſſury to obſerve; that the Dukes of 369 
hd *tikewiſe. Pretenſions upon this Marqtifate; the 1 they 
were not in a Condition tv aſſert, ox mae mg dd 7 and 
therefore on the Coneſuſion of the T Treaty © 1 ab 
83 in another Plage, his Sardtrian Majeſty 0 en „ 
Feu the Gaoſe Satisfaction for the Money id on 
Ay: — it Pare of this Country, ir ſhould” belong to dlm. 
This the Republick confideret! as fo great a e thit thy 


oy iy Tho with the French for theit 

-Becotity; and far che 8 * der Domibiom) 
— moths of __ —4 

ut - with reſpect el N ieee 


d. Cquatry: 1 the Treay Hes, 10 there are three Points 
x-deſervs well to de evabtered, 55 e Thae wht 


nos be prejudiced by the Eanperor's Sale of it to the Fey 


e mmmh amn r 8 Aa _ ww 
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und therefore there 8 the clas of, Sorin 
— Adyantage e Confuntiore f l bimelf 
. n e . 
Were to here 
— 12 tho” it RE ood 4 


of, bane conven 
this Country, 


md-kegping at. 4 

Tho ane From Renſors: — 
Country Ne 2 that Pringe, had the ſame Rigiu 10 
employ; their. kendo bes the Accompliſkment of .heit, Wilkes 
in this Reſpe n 2 OM 8 

be dert Boing ir, That the Deſire. of making this Akaep 

dan, was ng, as has been ſuppoſed, either wanton or arb 
trary 3:1 On, the contrary, it appears to have been founded, upah 
principles of good. Folicy; for on the one hand, as it , 
kat immediately 1 a Communication betweer the Dor 


minions of his el Maritime Pow 
which is apparently of the higheſt Conſequence for or che Profes 
vation; of the Tranquillity — Ballance of :Power in Ma 
on the other hand, it was provided that it ſhould be: equally he 
poficial,, ta Commerce, by an expreſa Stipulation - that. Bnet 
Mould be e in the lame Mme, 


ſane bade ay harbors n on oro 
ut none: of theſe Denflerationg weile Minh the Ganorſe, 
boy ventured the Subverſion of their gtate forthe dake of pre 
krving this Territory, which neyertheleſs was taken from them 
by the Chance of Jar, together with Saen, which is ang 
ther fins Port, that they have long ago filled up. amt: rendered 
ulolels,; for the Sake of confining the Commerce of that Pam 
of lauch to their on Harbour; which haw conſiſtent it is with 
the Law of Nations, and the general Intoreſt of other trading 
e . ſhall. not take upon me. to determine. One 
Thing, however, is: very. clear, that à State wu ch: gohſickebe 
nobady's Intereſt but her own, . has, no.great Reaſon. to expect 
moe an. Row copier ker rc r 
ahb x 5 to 22 re Tu 1 how? 1572 22 7 90 10 
ws | Bs The 
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458 1 | 
he Dominions of this State conſiſt of the Countries ex. 
2 a Sea-coaſt, on both Sides, from the Et 
Genes, "which re ſtiled -d the aden and Weltem 
Word. in 0 Canis. a Eran) and 2 the 9 
h t aving high, cra and ſt 
2 i be the "0s, Theſe” by 40 noe . arten 
are r eſc nted, op ty little v. ey, an Led every 8 
55 7 MN admit Pf it, being Fete . and e 
to WE, ſo that Frui its,” OY, and Silk l eren 
at Funde 
The hand 7 Genf belong s alſo to this R epublick; 1 
1 es e and 5 5 Miles =p 225 
10 590 abounds with all. Sorts « of. Proviſion; AE Winter at 
Hy to 9 5 hogs kept, are "ar 17 4 ith 9 55 


ere aue gehe r; 00 Fi 
5 pon n its Coats, and 2 120 Mines BY 1 oil hte of the 
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The Revenues of the e are ae 15 AS. being 
conſiderable, nor is the Trade thereof near > go as it was; 
however both are till capable of being recovered. The prirat 


Perſons in this City, of great Families, are co 
oy Me FH ſtates, Emo in Naples and e 
Spain, and not a few in the Halian —— belonging tothe 
Houſe of Auſtrig; which is attended with great Inconvenia- 
ces, as throwing them into Intereſts inconſiſtent with; or 
Aly oppoſite the of their Country i bt Var v2 
che Conſtitution of Cena is of 'a mizt' Nature: but ſeem! 
from Experience to be but ill- contrived, as having ſo much A 
an Ariſtoeraey as to make the People uneafy; and yet ſo ma 
2 # Democracy as to keep up à continual Ferment!“ IN 
or Duke, is elected every two Years, during which Ter 
he — Ss thePalzee, is maintained at the publickExpeni; 
Conſt and other Enſigns of princely Dignity, and tuch 
nſcHorscontinuallyabout him, lle the Signo y, in u our 
the Majeſty of the Republick reſides; but with regard to 
Dernizr Reſort, er Legiſlative Power, it is veſted in the ge cl 
Council, which conſiſts of four hundred. And this, in un 
Worts, 's 2 clear Dera! of that Government, which: fon F 
ne do n. KH 70 5 in 
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Wricers. hay e affected t to obſcure by, as and" Feifcxed ige. 
counts, 1 are very. liztle to the Pu GEO 
The. Ruling Maxim in this State, is Woche peter 

e = Home, and "Peace with : wy 9 5 
which if ſtead! 1 e 'would ſpe ecdily Ice" 

her Affairs; and though there js very N lle ot N ty $4 ty 
ſhould ever 18 er former Power or Geelchele, 705 ter 
might. a 1 T e ene a Meaſure, of } t, as mg ht fle eh 
fom any Apprehenſions of hor e Her 17 
for Trade i 5 es an Ti ime of Peace Moriey 7 
to he had ther 4 o low: 0 Intereſt, that without doubt, * lelr 
1 5 0 85 amuch greater Commerce than they' 
do, i were not ſo o fond of Ban ing, which though in. 
ſome M Par e is in other Reſpects "ay Incon- 
renſent to, the State. Her Diſputes with the King of . A 
haye bean. Pays . to her Intereſts, and of Tate 'h kad 


85 el ni been deſtruftive, The Peace of Ai I Chapels h 

Ty omprile „ or rather ſilenced thoſe Diſputes for 4 Time, W 105 
i WW owever, may poſſibly make Way for ſome new Altiinct ru 
i lefinitive 1 in that Reſpett, ſince without i it one Power cat > 


e long ealy, nor the other Rel. 


9 1 1152 
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9 baer bene of the 84/166 Cantor, "tbiir 
th Allies and Subjetts... >& bus ning? 
Bel. 


HERE « are 1 Very . 3 that are lech. wh yet har 
ly any in Europe deſerve to be better known... than the 


% They are placed in a Country which, though furround- % 
i of G'S with — pe and in a manner inacceſſible, yet is very e 
wa derable, n, a8 9 


2 Conſequence from its Situatio 


n appear rom as ſuccinct aDelcripyion of. it as. can Us 


"nf yen. 4 a $7 

m T heir Domlaiens: are bounded; on the North by. Partof 

en 31k. Foref, 122 the Circle of Suabia; on the Eaſt by th 

hoo untry of Tyre; on the South by the Nuchies, of er EE: 
TY. LAW the {oye of Bergamo. and Breſcia; an 

ol lt by the Franche Cunha or, as it „emo ed, — 
fel my of Bur gundy. n 


it appears from hence, that they have for. Neighhours. the 
ubjects of the Houſe of Auſtria, thoſe of the Crown of France, 


Le King of Sardinia, and the State of Venice. We need - 
other 


| E 460 J 
otber-Aceouat to ger us very high Notions of the Force ay 
' Bravery of this Nation; than the bare Obſervation,” that they 
have not o —— their Freedom in Spite; but have — 
alſa always midable to the moſt potent of their Nei 


et. their Cbuntry is very far from being in Le 
ſomewhat leſs than three hundred, and in Brea . 
— ——— — wn 55 yh "2942 0 ot 200 t e 


a Gacwidly, The Subjects of. the Aer, . 
Towns and Bailliages as belong to them all; or to ſevemiſ in 
common; — upon ſeparate Cantons. Of the ſor. 
mer they reckon — viz. the County of Baden the Fu, Vit: 
Ates the Counties of Turgory, Sarguntx, and Rbinial, und the 
four Italian Bailliages of 2 Drarno, Mendriſdo, and Val. 
madia w — 4 we _ add the three Cities without I = 
tory; 115. Boemyerten,' Mollingen, und Rapper faba. Phe 
Bailliages of :Lygano, Locurao, Mendr:iſco,, and Walmoliay were 
diſmembred from the Duchy of Milan, and belong to all the 
Cantons except Ampenzel, which at that Time was not admit. 
ted into the Alliance. Three other Bailliages in diah; ui. 
Hallen, Halbrima, and Riviera, were conquered by the Can. 
tons of Zurich; Sutz, and Undtrwatd; from the Dukes of 


Mr The little Territorę of Aar, and the Gounty of 


Merdenberg, both ſeated on the Rhine; belong, the former to 
—— Zurich, 7 the latter to that of — =_ 
Baill :Gefteren, belongs to the Cantons of Sutz 
Gin and the Cantons of Bern and Friburg poſſeſs che fou 
Bailliages of :: rot; Grimm, Brbeleint, and — 
which: Thin Songacted from the Dukes of: 

-Thirdy,This Allies of the Swvitzers, art the Grim, who are 
divided into thret Lengues, that of the Griſont, of che Hoe of 
Cad; and of this Ten Nur iſlictins. They are partly Proteſtants 
and partly Papiſts, and have alfb a-corifiderable ruHũuered 


Country that belon to them. The Town and County of 
* * Nerf, 
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of which we have 
Sovereign ; the Abbot and-City: of St. Ga/l; the little 
of Vallais; which the Germans —— the City and 
Republick of i Grneva 5- the Down: of Been ar Ait, ich is 
allied to the Canton of Hern and he Toun :of 
far from Ball; to whith it is allied; 57 no 1g 

It is not to be expected that we ſhonld eine 2 long De. 
nil either Hiftoricat or Pohtical, concerning theſe People for 
that would require a confiderable Volume; Mhrieas whar we 
have to ſay about them muſt be confined within averrynatrow 
Compals, | Tbere is hardly one of | the Cantons, States, 2dt 
Cities before mentioned; that agrees: with another in P¹, f 
Covernment; and indeed every kind of Government that b ver 
vas inyemed, is to de found amongſt them; yet they rd all 
maintained under their reſpeciive Forms, and in their r 

Rights, from that common Love of Freedom and Juſtice) 
which ptevaits gene among the whole Natioms 0 

The greateſt Part of their Country is the moſt ragged in 
Appearance, and naturally the moſt barren im its Soil in 
kurpe z und yet by the Dint of Labour and-Culfivation;: e 
render ĩt tolerably: fruitful. All their Cities are well huilti po- 

pulous, and moſt af their Inhabitants live pretty much at their 
—— partly to their Induſtry, and partly t 
their Frugality : Ths Centiy of Switzerland, notwithſtanding! 
what is commonly reported of them, are, | 20-90 Kucerm, 
tolctably educated, aud from their ſeeing 
eommonly well bred. Their Traders — great Peridot len? 
and ſome of them are in wealthy; Circumftances; and! — 
their Peaſants, they are very hardy and4aboriogs: As their 
Women are juſtly reputed very honeſt as well fas very: gobd 


Houſe - wives, ſo they are — ſpeaking very prolifitky 


and their Country being but narrow, this lays them under an; 
abſolnte.Neceſſivy of ſending out e every Year to feel\ 
their-Bread in foreigu Countries. £5} 15d akin 
As they are 2 Polio and aceuſtom 
ed to Arms from their Louth, they uy ſeek ſome fodiga 
Seryice or other; thoſe of the Popi iſn Cantons go into the 
French- and Sanya: Pay; thoſe pd the Proteſtants, and not 
2 few of the Popiſh Aikewiſe, into that of the State Gens. 
ral; but wherever they are, they have the Honour tobe 
accounted as good Troops as any in the World. After ſume 
Years Service more or leſs, accortiing to'theif Cbrmratta) the 
piirate, _ return —_ 6 thic&Gorphingthalg) fil in- 


ig ar ed 2ynoied 1692 ,jůq . 
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forcign Service, and arg from Time to Time filled up wit 

Recruits . N h ron O g: Ils beobc; 
I is going to theſe People that have ſerved Abroad | 
ers and Sgldiers, that the Stoiſi are move, at a Lol 
nas lange: and well-diſciplined. an Army ag any Govem, 
ment. in &4rgpe carr. raiſe, which are at the ſame! Time the 
Cnardiansnef their on Liberty, and-the Proteftors; of thei 
Neighbours Frgedom. Neither is the Power grounded unh 
pin ion, for che have defended :theniſclyes: at different 
Times agaioſt moſt of the great Powers in Europe, and thongt 
they. have been ſametimes outwitted, yet they were nejer 
beaten, or geduced to demand Peace by any Power: whatever; 
9, hat they, may: be Juſtly gonſidered, taking in-thoir Situa- 
van jand. their, Militiag. as the, moft unconquerable People in 
Lope. | enn. 
It. is very difficult, perhaps hardly poſſible, to mae aut 
Computation f the Force of the Swiſei Some ſay, that the 
2D, of Bern alone can bring into the Field one hundttd 


22 
„ 
1 


| N and Men; but thoſe who ſay, this allow, Ahat they 
Huld not maintain them for any Time. Things are much 
changed, with. this Nation from, w at they were farmerly;1for 


ing Frains of 


very beſſ. Neighbours in the Worlds ſo void of Ambition, that 
theyihayg ng Idea of Conqueſt, ſuch. Lovers of jſuſtice, that 
the very 1 of Oppreſſion will bring them to the Relief 
the Diſtreſſed. 1, By theſe Means the City of Gerevn has been 
u, „and will, probably: be always protected againſt tu 
Aer OAK 14 


i moſt enterprizing, and che other the molt 
- bit dus m Kurops. Dass 2 sdoig 97 366922) 
ib T boſe who have: reated of the Intereſt of the Soi, ſeemto 
e they may be ſome Time or other in Danger from 
lunce zi but of, this there ſeems to be at preſent, very little Ap- 
Pearance. Fox in the ſuſt Place, it is not eaſy to-concriveviy 
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he French ſibuld: quarrel with them, ſinde ks'theraſetves attow, 
and indeed all the World knows, the Swiſs Troops in their 
Pay make the Flower of their Infantry! It is f che next 
place very difficult to n Sto ſheuld 

vith the French, from whom it is cer 


Sto 
le tems Sun e 
able Advantages It is true, that th 5 HE open on the 
Side: of — Clrper; atid it has been thought great 
tin this Nation to let the Nench becom Maſters df 
r; but in all Probability they depended” pon! theit natürgl 
gwength; and within les“ than half 4 Century, "when Fra 
talked very big and threatened in Relation'td the Sovtrtigh 
of Neuftharet and FVulingen, the Swiſs were ſo far from ſfib . 
ing any Ooncern about it; chat they 3 to Have taken 
op Arms; if Laus XIV. had not immediately changed his 
Language. f wo 3 
"As Rebe; Houls: of Auſßtria, they will never attack''o 
offendithe $10 for Fear of | throwing them into the 
of Frunte; and there is no other Potentate in a Coniti6n" tg 
liſturb tem: The only Point of their Intereſt Which they 


ſeem: not perfectly to underſtand, is the Power they Habe 5 


protecting 7tahyj for if the Princes of this Country could 
brought to enter into a Treaty of petpetual Neuttaliry, 
could prevall upon the $wi/e Cantons, in Conſideration 61 
mmual Subſidy, to join in it, and keep up a conſtant Body® 
Troops; to give Weight to that Neutrality, the Ballamce we 
might be effe qtually ſettled; but private Intereſts,” and dhe fin? 
baions Views of ſmall Princes as well as great, render this 

Thing not ſo much to be hoped for as wiffied. 
Thus we have made the compleat Tour of Hay, and Rave 
uken a Virw of all the Kingdoms, Principilittes, and REL 
publicks, of which it conſiſts, Lucca and St. Marino excepted, 
which:are not of Conſequence enougli to claim a Place in a 
Mork of this Kind. We have feen the comparative Stit Sth, 
and the natural Intereſts of all theſe Powers, from Hence It 
mumifeſlly appears, that every one of theſe Potentates has — 4 
liy but 6ne/great Object which ought ro abſorb all theit Vie vs, 
und that is the Maintenance of the Peace of ah, which the 
bare Force ſufficient to lecompliſh, and which if they cc 
agree upon a general Treaty of Neutrality and Guarafity, 
might very probably be maintained without any Force at fl, 
dat is, without keeping up Land Forces for that Parpblt, ö 70 
ünct from choſe, Which every Power will judge it requiſite 
to keep on Foot, for the Safety of its vwn' Bommions. This 
would enable chem: to turn the Cares of theit reſpeQive' Ga- 
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vernments to their proper Subject, the Welfare of their peo 
by employing them in the Improvement of the Countries they 
jnhabit, and 2 that Commerce, which was once, an 
might be again the Glory of Italy, This the Reader oupht og 
to regard as the viſionary Scheme of a private political Writs 
unacquainted with the Manners, Notions, and Deſigns of thy 
Tralian Powers, fince it is really a Thing in which their om 
Authors agree, and which in its Nature is as capable of Ds 
monſtration as any Thing of this Kind can be, and therefor 
ought to be taken as a certain and eftablifked Truth, to which, 
however repugnant the Practices of Men have been, or ny 
be, it yet remains, and will ever remain unaltered in ide 
and confequently worthy the Attention of thoſe, who from 
rational and well grounded Principle of true Policy, wiſh wel 
to Mankind, and deſire rather to ſee them eaſy and hapyy, 
than poor and oppreſſeq, and their Countries rich and flour. 
ing, than barren and uncultivated, contrary to the Laws d 

We have likewiſe ſeen what indeed could be ſeen no og 
Way, from à ſuccinct Deduction of their reſpettive Intereſt 
from Hiſtory, what the real Sources are of that Condul 
which has hitherto counteracted, and will probably eonting 
to hinder their Concurrence in eſtabliſhing this plain and & 
Jlutary Syſtem. We have ſeen in ſtaly what may allo be 


ſeen. in the North, in Germany, and indeed every where elle, 
that the Ambition of Princes, the Deſire of aggrandizing a 
tain auguſt Families, the pernicious. Inclination —_— 

private and particular Views, inconſiſtent with univerial P 
Feller, and gonſequentiy inconſiſtent with themſelves, har 
duced thoſe who have the Power of commanding others, y 
enter into Confederacies Pn plauſible Appeargaces, and gs 
ing tha 


nerally ſpeaking with a fallacious Promiſe of 

vality, Independency, and Tranquility they were reap 

culated to deſtroy ; and we have ſeen to how little Purpot 
long and bloody Wars have been carried on, immenſe Tree 
fares ſquandered, the real Welfare of the People neglected, il 
through downright Weaknefs and Wearineſs, all Parties hav 
been content to let their Quarrels reſt, until they xecovend 
Strength, and compaſſed the Means of revising them agus; 
we have ſeen that as fatal, and as fruitleſs, as thek 
have been, the Sceds of them ſtill remain, and we have toy 
much Reaſon to fear will ſhoot once more even in our Times 
We have ſeen this, but to what Purpoſe? To deſpair pen 
haps of ever ſeeing it otherwiſe, but not to deſpair af * 
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bition, but on the ſolid Baſis of publick Utility, not haſtily ne- 
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hearken, becauſe it is their true and natural Intereſt, and it 
is alſo very far from being improbable, that they may in re- 
turn ſuggeſt Methods proper and effectual for the Prevention 
of ſuch Evik as are juſtly feared from them; for as they are 
firſt to be expoſed to them, ſo it is impoſſible that they ou 
be the laſt in war nn and comprehending them, Thi 
may in Time produce Treaties of another Nature than thi 
Age has ſeen, founded not on Views of private Intereſt, or Am- 


gotiated to ſerve a particular End, but thoroughly weighed, 

and maturely deliberated before they are finally concluded, 
* Hiſtory will inform us, that heretofore, and even fo late à 
the laft general War, occaſioned by the Spaniſh Succeflien, 
the Commonwealths of Venice and Genoa, the Pope, and the 
Grand Duke, were always neutral, and other Princes would 
have been ſo if they could. It muſt be confeſſed, that Thing 
have ſince changed their Appearance; but if this proves ſome- 
thing againſt our Notion in one Reſpect, it proves more for it 
in another, for as they have changed, they may change again, 
There is a certain great Prince of [taly, whom upon this Oc- 
caſion I will not name, that may find it expedient to male: 
Semblance of changing his Maxims, for doing which, he 
cannot be made reſpenſible by his former Allies, fince they 
ſettled and changed their Plan without him; but beyond a 
Queſtion that Prince will go no farther in a bad Road than 
Neceſſity carries him, and whenever he ſees a tolerable Provi- 
ſion made for the Support of the true Intereſts of Iiah, he 
will follow the Example of his Anceſtors, and recur tothe 
Intereſts of his true Friends, and the Maintenance of the old 
Cauſe with Pleaſure. There can be no Queſtion that the Sus 
Cantons and their Allies would countenance fuch a Deſign to 
the utmoſt of their Power; and if it ſhould be ſuggelted 
that they thrive by Wars, the Anfwer is obvious, provi- 
ded thoſe Wars are at a Diſtance, and r not in 
aby. A defenſive Alliance like this might have always Strengtt 
fufficient to keep the Ballance even, by joining their Forces to 
thoſe of the weaker Side, difclaiming all ambitious Deſign 
of Conqueſt, and preferibing as the fettled Terms of Peact, 
every State's being contented with its own Dominions. One 
fucceſsful Trial of this Sort would be ſufficient; for when 
certain reſtleſs and ambitious Powers ſaw an Alliance ſubſiſting 
upon ſuch Prineiples, they would judge it proper not only to 
ſubmit to, but alfo 00 fall] their reaties, a Thing otherwik 
not to be expected. The 
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The only formidable Objection that can be made to this 
Scheme, is the Want of external Aſſiſtance of Force and Mo- 
ney, becauſe Experience ſhews, that the beſt diſpoſed States 
in Italy are not inclined to riſk their own Safety, by entefing 
into a League for theſe ſalutary Purpoſes, to countenance 
which, however, ſome ſucceſsful Precedents might be men- 
tioned in former Times. But the true Solution of this Dif- 
fculty muſt ariſe from ſhewing, that there are in Europe cer- 
tain Powers, that have no other foreign Intereſts but that of 
ſupporting the Ballance, and that in this they have ſo near a 
Concern, as to render them always willing to venture both 
their Forces and their Treaſures to preſerve the Freedom and 

of their Neighbours and Allies. And this fully 
obviates the Objection, and plainly proves that it is not only 
poſſible, but praRicable, to preſerve the Peace and promote 
the Proſperity of Itah, in Caſe thoſe [talian Potentates that 
have no private Intereſts incompatible with that of the Publick 
will exert themſelves, and concur to make ſuch Meaſures ef+ 
ſectual as are requiſite for their own Preſervation, To be 
SpeRators of Miſchiefs they cannot prevent, is a great Miſ- 
fortune, yet no Crime; but to look upon a Fire at its firſt 
breaking out, without uſing the Means to quench it which 
are in their own Hands, till the Conflagration becomes irre- 
ſiſtible, is Madneſs and Folly, and therefore not to be ſuſpec- 
ted in thoſe Governments, which have been for Ages cele- 
brated for a ſteady Adherence to wiſe Maxims. But it is 
pow high Time to leave Itah, the Intereſts of which have 
been ſo largely diſcuſſed for Reaſons already aſſigned, and 
which to the ingenuous and well meaning Reader cannot but 
prove ſatisfactory; and to proceed without Delay to what re- 
mains, in order to compleat our political View of the Intereſts 
of Chriſtendom, ; 
Ibis leads us to ſpeak of the Maritime Powers, and firſt of 
that Republick, which tho' the laſt erected, is far the moſt 
powerful in Europe, the UN TED PrRovixces, and then, by 
Way of Concluſion, of the fareign Interefts of GREAT 
BuiTain, Theſe were defigned to be the laſt Chapters of 
the Book, becauſe our Intention was not barely to amuſe and 
entertain the Reader with hiſtorical Relations and politieal 
Remarks, but to make them ſubſervient to more uſeſul Pur | 
poſes, by inſpiring a true Senſe of what is meant by Pus · 
LICK LIBERTY, the INDEPENDENCY of EUROPE, and 
Common Causs ; Terms that ought by no Means to 
be confounded with the Cant Mardi of à Party, calculated to 
aulc the Minds, bewilder Fre. and uy 
* 2 ; 8 
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the Paſſions of rhe Vulgar; but decent and proper Expreſſi- 
ons of Things that concern the Peace, the Safety and Pro- 
ſperity of MaANK IND, which it behoves thoſe who aim at 
diſtinguiſhing themſelves from the Herd, clearly to compre- 
hend, thoroughly to digeſt, zealouſly to maintain, as far as 
their Sphere of Action extends. Happy the Man ! who in an 
Age like this could ſet ſo glorious a Subject in a Light ſo 
true, as that it ſhould be generally ſeen, and as generally 
apprehended. We might then hope to ſee that divine Spirit 
revived, which once enabled us in the very Dawn of our 
Maritime Power, to break the Chains of Europe, to burn 
the Beard, as Sir Francis Drake pleaſantly called it, of that 
_ Cathalick King who formed the wiſeſt Plan of univerſal En- 
pure, to baffle, with the Aſſiſtance of Heaven (ever to be 
expected in confounding BABELS) his invincible Armada, aud 
to protect the poor di/irefſed STATES of HoLLanD, till they 
became High and Mighty, And how this came to paſs, will 
be ſhewn in the enſuing Chapter. SET 
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CHAP. XIV. 


A ſuccintꝭ Account of the Riſe, Progreſs, and Eftabliſh- 
ment of the Republick of the United Provinces, the 
Sources of the amazing Succeſs of its Subjects in 
Commerce, and the quick Growth of their Naval 
Power, the Nature of their domeſtick Government 
truly lated, and their real Intereſts with Regard 10 
= 4 of the Powers of Europe impartial'y conſi- 
ed. bly 4. en- e 


| 1 P ON the Declenſion of that Empire which Ghar 
magne erected in the Weſt, the Countries of Low! 
Germany, which had made a Part of it, fell under different 
Modes of Government, in Reſpect to the Title of the ſupreme 
Magiſtrate, and ſome Points of Form in- Regard to the Ad- 
miniſtration of Affairs, but with Reſpect to the fundamen- 
tal Principles of Rule, the ſame. That is to ſay, the Go- 
vernors under various Names took upon them the ſupreme 
Dignity, by the Conſent of the People, to which they were 
- equally indebted, both for their Power and for their Titles, 
there being nothing clearer in Hiſtory, than that the 4 
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tants of theſe Countries had ever high Notions of Liberty, 
and would no farther ſubmit to Rule, than they thought re- 
It was with this View, that 
they were content to have one ſupreme Magiſtrate, who was 
to preſide in their Councils in Times of Peace, and to be at 
the Head of. their Forces in the Field when they were obli- 
ged to make War; but the Regulation of civil Affairs, by 
fepealing old, and making new Laws, and the Power of 
giving, raiſing, and appropriating the publick Revenues, was 
in the General Aſſemhly of the States, compoſed of the No- 
Clergy, and Cities. 
ſe Provinces, according to the common Computation, 
were ſeventeen in Number, viz, four Dukedoms, Brabant, 
Limburgh, Luxemburg, and Gueldres ; ſeven Earldoms, 
Flanders, Artois, Hainault, Holland, Zealand, Namur, and 
Zutphen; five Lordſhips, Friefland, Malines, Utrecht, Ove- 
Mell, and Groningen; and Antwerp, which has the Title of 
the Marquiſate of the Roman Empire. Theſe Provinces were 
anciently ruled, each by its Prince or Lord, but afterwards 
ſeveral of them were either by Inheritance, Marriages, or 
Contracts, united together, till moſt of them fell to the 
Share of the Houſe of Burgundy, from whence they came 
to the Houſe of Auſtria, by the Marriage of Maximilian I. 
who had married Mary the only Daughter of Charles ſirnamed 
the Hardy ; and were afterwards all united under Charles V. 
who governed them in Peace and Proſperity. He was a Na- 
tive of Ghent, and had both a paternal and fraternal Affecti- 
on for the People of the Low Countries, and therefore met 
with a reciprocal Return of Duty and Loyalty from 


quiſite for their vwn Good, 


His Son and Succefſor to the Crown of Spain, and the 
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Poſſeſſion of the Low Countries, Philip II. was by no Means 


of his Diſpoſition, but beheld in the Light of Sedition what- 
ever croſſed his abſolute Will and Pleaſure; tho' in forming 
his Reſolutions he had ſhewn ever ſo little Regard to the 
Laws and Liberties of his Subjects. 
eſt Prejudices againſt the Inhabitants of the Low Cuntries 
before he quitted them, for he was there at the Time of his 
Father's Reſignation, on account of the Application made to 
him by the States, that he would withdraw the fareign 
Troops, confide the Defence of the Fortreſles to the na- 
tional Forces, and beſtow: all Places of Truſt and Profit upon 
the Natives. He is allowed to have been a conſummate Po- 
litician ; but ſuch as allow him this Character, muſt of No- 
ia the Low Countries, which was 


He conceived the high- 


celity execpt his Conduct 
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certainly the very Reverſe. He diſobliged the People to ſuch 
a Degree, as to ſpread amongſt them an univerſal Spirit of DiC. 
affection, and at the ſame 'T'ime gave them an Head, by mal- 
treating the Prince of Orange in ſuch a Manner, as no Man of 
his Rank could endure. I hoſe who love refined Strokes in 
Government, have ſuggeſted that King Philip did all this by 
Defign, in Hopes of becoming abſolute Maſter of the Pro- 
vinces, and enjoying befides the confiſcated Eftates of the 
Prince, which were very large, and of great Value. If it was 
poſſible to believe this true, it might with Juſtice be ſaid, that 
the King was as much diſappointed as he deſerved to be. The 
Severity of thoſe he intruſted with the Government, drove the 
People to take up Arms; and the Prince of Orange, who 
could not ſee his Country ruined, and his Countrymen de- 
ſtroyed without Regret, reſented at laſt their ill Uſage and his 
own with ſo much Spirit, as laid the Foundation of the Peo- 
ple's Liberties, and of the Grandeur of his Sueceſſors. 

William of Naſſau, the firſt of that Name, Prince of Orang, 
to whom Cardinal Grenvelle gave the Sirname of the Slew, 
may be juſtly ſtiled the Founder of this Republick. He wa 
endowed with great Qualities by Nature, which were impro- 
ved by conſtant Study, and an excellent Education, in which 
he had the Emperor Charles V. for his Tutor, who took him 
for his Page when he was twelve Years. old, whom he ſerved 
for nine Vears, and by whom he was truſted with the greateſt 
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Secrets of State, at an Age when others could have ſcarce ( 
comprehended them. He preferred him at the Age of two [ 
and twenty to all his old Generals, and gave him the Con- 
mand of an Army when his Affairs were in the moſt critic | 
Situation. If it was ſurpriſing that ſo wiſe and great a Mo» Ne 
narch ſhould have ſuch a Confidence in a Perfon ſo young, it U 
is ſtill move ſurpriſing that he ſhould juſtify that Confident * 
by his Behaviour, more eſpecially when he had to do with tl 
the ableſt and moſt experienced Officers of that Age. H b 
was born to a great Sueceſſion in Germany, the Low Countria, Wi 
the County of Burgundy, and in France, and coming early u 
fo large a Fortune, he lived with that Magnificence vid C 
which it enabled him to live, and added Luſtre to the Cout th 


from which he received the Honours due to his Birth, and 
nothing more. He had a Magnanimity that neither Proſper 
ty could elate, nor Adverſity depreſs; his Wiſdom enable 
him to act in all Situations ; he was never wanting in his D6 
ty to his Prince, till his Prince rendered that Duty a Fall, 

by withdrawing his Protectian, and laying Snares for his Lik; 

his Courage, his Conſtancy, his Sinoerity, 2 4 
3 riend 
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Friendſhip of the Nobles ; his Probity ſecured him the Re- 
pet, his Aﬀability gained him the Affection of the People. 
All Ranks and Degrees of Men looked up to him in their 
Diſtreſs, as the only Perſon who could protect them; he re- 
paid their Confidence by a generous Contempt of Danger, 
and ſacrificed his hereditary Fortune for their Preſervation. 
With all theſe Virtues he could not eſcape Envy; but he did 
e more, he triumphed over it; he bore with the calling in the 
$ Archduke Matthias, and then with a Prince of the Blood of 
t France, as willing to yield to any thing that might fave his 
e Country from Deſtruction; and when theſe Hopes were 
c 
0 
p 


found vain, he was content to take up Things, deſperate as 
they were, and by his Prudence laid the Foundation of the 
- publick Freedom, by engaging the Provinces of Gueldres, 
is Holland, Zealand, Friezland, and Uirecht, to aflociate ſor 
Q- their mutual Safety in 1579. 
The great Difficulty in rendering a People free, who have 
r, felt the Weight of Tyranny only for a ſhort Time, does not 
I, conſiſt ſo much in perſuading them to hazard their Lives and 
723 Fortunes, by taking up Arms againſt their Oppreſſors, as in 
o- prevailing on them to ſubmit to ſuch Regulations as are ab- 
ch ſolutely neceſſary for conducting their Affairs to an happy If- 
im ſue. The Prince of Orange experienced this from the very 
red Beginning of the Civil Wars in the Low Countries, to the 
teſt Time of his Demiſe. He felt it however moſt towards the 
ce Cloſe of his Life, when the Duke of Auucan, by his raſh and 
wo perfdious Attempt upon Antwerp, excited the People to ab- 
m- bor the French as much as they had ever done the Spgriards. 
ic ln the Aſſembly of the States General at Dort, it was with 
Ho- extreme Difficulty that he prevented them from diſcovering 
p, it their Reſentment without Reſerve, by repreſenting. that ir 
en was not only impoſſible for them to think of refilling bach 
with the French and Spaniards, but likewiſe, that the only proha- 
Fe ble Means of defending themſelves againſt the latter, was by 
ric, ſecuring the Friendſhip and Protection of the former. Some 
ly to BY Mention was made in this Aſſembly of giving the Title of 
Count of Holland, with all the Prerogatives anvexed to it, to 
o the Prince of Orange; but the States were too fond of their 
n Sovereignty to liſten to any ſuch Thing; and thoſe who 
„ WY were Enemies to his Serene Highneſs and his Family, have 
taken Care to repreſent this to Poſterity, as a direct Proof of 
his boundleſs Ambition, which conſidering the limited Autho- 
rity of thoſe Princes, and the extreme Danger the. People 
were in of being reduced by Force of Arms, under the abſo- 
lute Power of the King of Spain, is a very unjuſt Imputation; 
| H h 4 perhaps. 
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perhaps we ſhould not carry Things too far, if we ſtiled it: 
roundleſs Calumny. All that he could obtain of that AC. 
embly, was to ſend an Embaſly to the Duke of Alencon. 
with InfiruQions to negotiate. an Accommodation that they 
might not be totally deprived of the Affiſtance of France, and 
while at his Requeſt they thus bappily temporized, Pyoyi- 
dence delivered them from their Fears on this Side, by the 
Death of that Duke, which happened on the 1oth of June 1 584. 
© The News of the Duke of: Alencon's ſudden if not violent 
Death was brought to the Prince of Orange, by a Perſon who 
aſſumed the Name of Francis Giqon, and pretended to be the 
Son of one Peter Guyon of | Bezancon, who had been put to 
Death on the Score of his being a Proteſtant, to which Re- 
ligion this young Man appeared to be a-zealous Bigot; His 
Highneſs had employed him in ſeveral Affairs of Importance, 
in which he had diſcharged his Truſt with great Diligence and 
Integrity. His true Name was Balthazar Gerhard, a Native 
of Burgunay, and about the Age of twenty ſeven, a Man of 
a determined Spirit, deep Diſſimulation, and a furious Papiſt. 
He took the Advantage when the Prince was juſt riſen from 
Dinner, in his Palace at Delft, and was calling for a Stan- 
diſh in order to ſign a Paſſport ſor this Man to take another 
Journey, to diſcharge a Piſtol laden with three Bullets direct- 
ly againſt his Highneſs's Breaſt, of which Wound he imme- 
diately died without ſpeaking a Word. Ihe daring Aſſaſſn 
had taken his Meaſures for his Eſcape with great Sagacity, and 
was very near effecting it. Being ſeized, he avowed the 
Fact, and affirmed, that if it was to do again, he would per- 
form the ſame Thing; and in this he not only perſuted 
throughout all his Examinations, but even in the midit of 
-thoſe Torments, in which he ended his miſerable Lite, with- 
out owning a Syllable of the Conſpiracy of which he was 
barely the Executioner. Moſt of the Dutch Writers charge 
this Murder. upon the Spaniards and indeed not without 
Reaſon, ſince by an Edict dated March 25, 1580, Philip II. 
had proſcribed the Prince oſ Orange, branded him with all 
the Crimes imaginable, expreſſed in the groſſeſt Language, 
and promiſing Pardons, Honouis and Rewards to any who 
wouſd difpatch him. But others conſidering the Iunctule in 
vhich he died, believe, that Balthazar received his Inſtructi- 
ons in a Language more familiar to that Country than Spe- 
niſb. However that Matter may be, it is certain that the 
Death of this great Man, who was always the Darling of 
the People, and whoſe Maxim it was that Happineſs ought to 
be extended to all Ranks and Degrees, that the an 
| bio # 
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of Men ſhould be free, and that whatever was raiſed on the 
Publick ſhould be ſpent in the publick Service; I ſay, it is 
very certain, that his Death was equally agreeable to the Par- 
tizans of Spain, and to the high Republicans; that is, to ſuch 
as diſdained to haue —— than a King for a Maſter, and 


to ſuch as deſpiſed the Thought of having any Maſter at all. 
The poor People who loſt their Protector, their Patron and 
their Friend, the Soldiers who had loſt an Officer, wha 
without Severity maintained moſt ſtrict Diſcipline, and the 
Friends to rational Liberty, who in loſing him were appre- 
benfive they had loſt all, deplored him with unfeigned Tears. 
Such was the End of Milliam the firſt Prince of Orange, Fu- 

l 10, 1584, in the fifty ſecond Year of bis Age. ; 
The States 'Generah, as ſoon as the Prince of Orange was 
dead, declared themſelves Sovereigns of the United Provinces, 
and after ſecuring to themſelves the ſupreme Authority, in 
Condeſcenſion to the general Grief of their Subjects celebrated 
the Funeral of the deceaſed Prince with great Solemnity, and 
decreed the higheſt Honours to his Memory. His Highneſs 
had been four Times married, and had Children by each of 
his Wives. By his firſt, Anne Daughter to Count — he 
had Philip Count de Baren, and a Daughter Mary, who mar- 
ried Count Hohenloe, By his ſecond, Anne Daughter of Mau- 
rice Elector of Saxony, he had Count Maurice, and a Daugh- 
ter Emilia, whq married Emanuel, Son to Don Antonio, 
whom the Spamards deprived of the Kingdom of Portugal. 
By his third, Charlotte de Bourbon, of the Houſe of Mdonipenſier 
had ſix Daughters. And by his laſt Wife, Louiſa de Coligny, 
ughter to the Admiral of France, he had a Son Henry Fre- 
derick whom he left in his Cradle. Philip Prince of. Orange at 
the Deceaſe of his Father was a Priſoner in Spain; Count Mau- 
rice about the Age of eighteen, was taken from his Studies, and 
declared Governor of Holland and Zealand, and the Nephew 
of the Prince of Orange, William de Naſſau, was declared 
Stadtholder of Frieze/and, from whom the preſent Stadtholder 
of the Union is lineally deſcended. The States General found 
the Authority they had aſſumed, in a ſhort Time very ſevere- 
ly ſhaken, by the Progreſs which the Duke of Parma made, 
in taking many Places of Importance, and at Length beſieging 
Antwerp, which he reduced after a long Blockade. Theſe 
Misfortunes, which were very near overturping their new Re- 
publick, taught them how great their Loſs was in that Prince, 
whoſe civil Skill and military Prudence was the real Source 
both of their Power and Safety, In this Diſtreſs they were 
as 
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as ready to part with their Sovereignty, as they had been to 
aſſume it and were now willing to ſubmit to any Maſter ex- 
cept their old one. With this View they applied themſelves 
once more to France, but the moſt Chriſtian King found his 
Afﬀairs too much embarraſſed at Home, to think o defending 
Subjects at a Diſtance; they next offered themſelves to Queen 
Elizabeth, from whom they had already derived very great 
Aſſiſtance, but ſhe too, for Reafuns of State, rejected that 
Propoſition ; yet to prevent their total Ruin, conde | 
to their Requeſt. of having one of the principal Noblemen in 
England ſent over to fupply the Place of the Prince of Orany,, 
and to adminiſter the ſupreme Power, both civil and military, 

This Nobleman was Robert Dudley Earl of Leicefter, the 
chief Favourite, the great Confident, and the principal Mini- 
ſtor of Queen Elizabeth, who the Spaniſh and Drutch Wr.. 
ters fay, was ſent over out of the Queen's Affection for him, 
and her Deſire to raiſe and diſtinguiſh his Character; but Can- 
den, who was likely to know theſe Things better, inſinuates 
that he was ſent over to Holland by a Stroke of his own Po- 
licy 3 that is, thoſe Members of the Privy Council who were 
moſt forward in advancing him to this Charge, wiſhed hin 
the leaſt Good.. It is certain, that the States General did nat 
underſtand the Thing at all in this Light, but believing that hy 
Had an abſolute Power over the Queen, endeavoured to make 
their Court to him, by granting him almoſt an abſolute Power 
over their Subjects, which diſpleaſed his Miſtreſs, and very ſoon 
grew troubleſome to themſelves. The Earl of Leicefer wasa 
compleat Courtier, and a great Stateſman, where he knew his 
Ground, but either never knew, or had long before forgot the 
Art of War. So that upon the Whole, he made but a very 
indifferent Figure here, tho' he ſhewed great Abilities in ra- 
fing, extending, and maintaining as great Power as any Fa- 
vourite ever had in Eugland. His Campaign in 1586 was far 
from doing him any Honour, the Duke of Parma carried every 
"Thing before him, baffled all the Attempts of Le:cefer, and re- 
keved Zutphen, after a ſharp Action, ia which Sir Philip Sid 
ney was mortally wounded, in a Manner that raiſed his Reps- 
tation in the ſame Degree that it depreſſed that of the EAR ric 
Stadtholder. The Earl of Leicefter finding his Conduct di- oy 
Iked, as might well be by the States, fell to flattering the E 
Minifters, and cajoling the People, in which his counterfet 5 
Piety wrought ſo ſtrongly with the former, and his diſſemblel 
Patriotifm had ſuch Effects on the latter, as threw every Thing 
into Confuſion ; and when Matters were in this State, he r- 
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turned to England, leaving the Dutch Affairs in a much*worſe 
Condition than he found them. 1.0 

Aſſoon as the Earl was gone, the States General, at the Per- 
ſuaſion of the Penſionary Barnevelt, declared Prince Maurice 
their Captain-General, and made his Brother - in lw Count 
Hohenhe his Lieutenant, which gave Offence to the Court 


of England, but was undoubtedly a very right-Step with re- 


gard to their own Affairs. But Zeicefter, who had ſtill as great 
Credit as ever with the Queen his Miſtreſs, and was very fond 
of the Title of Excellency, and the Power he enjoyed in Hol- 
land, reſolved to return thither the next Year, which the States, 
who depended upon Queen Elixabeth's Aſſiſtance, could not 


prevent, and were therefore forced to admit him, and reſtore 


him in a great Meaſure to his Authority,- which he 
worſe than before, and thereby confirmed the Suſpicions which 
the States had entertained, on Account of ſome of hisCreatures 
betraying the Places with which he had entruſted them, to the 
_ He made two or three unſucceſsful Attempts to relieve 
%, and the ſame ill Fate followed him in all his Underta- 
kings; ſo that he. quite loſt his 1 Character, if indeed he 
was ever eſteemed a good Officer. - By this Time the States 
had diſcovered their Miftake, and that their Complaints againſt 
him would not want powerful Patrons, which encouraged them 
to deal roundly with him, and plainly with his Miſtreſs, who 
thereupon recalled him, and appointed the Lord //7/loughby, an 


honeſt Man and a good Officer, to command her Forces in 


the Low Countries, All Hiſtorians agree, that a little before 
his Departure, Leiceſter encouraged a Conſpiracy at Leyden, 
which coſt ſome People their Lives. He is accuſed by ſome 
foreign Writers of attemping to make a Peace between Spain 
and England at the Expence of the Dutch, but the Proofs of 
this have not been as yet produced. There is yet another 


Charge in Camden, which I ſhould not mention, but for its not 


appearing in any of the Tranflations of his Annals, nor even in 
any Edition of the original Latin, except that of Hearne, print- 
ed from a Copy corrected with the Author's own Hand. This 
Charge is, that he had framed a Deſign of ſeizing Prince Mau- 
rice of Naſſau, and the Penſionary Barneveit, and ſending them 
over Priſoners into Exgland. "ms the Faults of this 
Engliſb Stadtholder might be, the Engliſb Troops and the Eng- 
Money did the States moſt uſeful and acceptable Service, 
3 themſelves very fully acknowledge, and in ſome Meaſure 
repaid, when by a Stratagem in 1588 they contributed not a 
little to the Deſtruction of the Spaniſh invincible Armada, in 
which they were true to our Intereſts and their own. 
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The Neceflity they were under of having a Perſon of diflin« 
guiſhed Character at the Head of their Armies, and the Inſtances 
that Count Maurice of Naſſau, for ſo he called himfelf while 
his Elder Brother lived, tho he is generally ſtiled by Hiſtorians 
Prince Maurice, induced the States General to confide their 
Armies to him in the fame manner as to his Father, He was 
indeed the true Succeſſor to his Virtues and Abilities ; which is 
not at all ſtrange, ſince from his firſt Appearance in the World, 
he made it his ſole. Study to copy that noble Character, agree- 
able to this Device, which was a Tree cut to the Stumps with 
a Shoot growing out on one Side, with this Motto, Tandem fi 
furculus arbor, It has been already obſerved, that he entered 
into the publick Service at ſeventeen,, and at the Age of twen- 
ty-one he had the ſupreme Command. He ſhewed himſelf at 
that T'ime not at all inferior to the Duke of Parma, who had 


been ſo long eſteemed the - beſt Officer in Europe and which 
iz very {ingular,-tho'.no Man gave greater or more ſrequent 


Teſtimonies of perſonal Courage, yet he diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
very early by Stratagems of War, which are commonly the Ef- 
ſects of deep Judgment and long Experience. Ne was at the 
fame I ime a very enterprizing and a very cautious General; 
enterprizing, as he often undertook Things deſperate, and in 
Appearance impracticable; cautious, as he never failed to ex- 
ecute them with ſo much Circumſpection, as to ſhew that he 
did not dępend either upon Fortune or Force, but upon Mili- 
tary Skill. He ſtudied old Authors carefully, and more eſpe- 
cially the Writings of Cz/ar, upon which it is ſaid, that ſe- 
veral of his Expeditions might be conſidered . as Commenta- 
ries. His Succeſs was anſwerable to his Courage and his Abi- 
lities ; in the ſpace of twenty Years he taok forty Cities and 
Towns of Conſequence, and beat the Spaniards thrice in the 
Field with great Difproportion of Numbers, and under ſome 
ether Diſadvantages. As his Father laid the Foundation, ſo 
this Prince raiſed the Fabrick of the Dutch Republiek, delivered 
them from the Fear of their Enemies, and gained them the 
Title, as well as gave them the Power, of a free and indes 
pendent State. 8 | 

In this Time, however, thoſe Diviſions aroſe which fubliſted 
ever after, and which many think are not yet extinguiſhed in 
that Commonwealth: As there is no forming any Idea of the 
Domeſtick Intereſts of the United Provinces, without having 
5. Notions of the Principles to which both parties have pie: 
terded, during theſe long Diſputes ;- it will be . 


treat chis Matter freely and fully, at leaſt ſo far as is conſiſtent , 


with the Bounds that are preſcribed to this Work ; and wy 
| ol 
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ut any Prejudice againſt one, or Prepoſſeſſion in Favout of 


the other Party, both having in certain Circumftances ſneun 


themſelves equally to blame. Wi | 
The Civil War in the Low Countries having laſted full 


ivcty Years, and brought inexpreſſible Miſeries as well on the 


Subjecls of the States General, as on thoſe who remained un- 


Jer the Obedience of the Houſe of Auſtria, the wiſer and 
better Part of the People on both Sides were inclined to an 


Accommodation. This was by no means agreeable to Prince 


Maurice, to apprehend a Diminution of his Power was the 


rincipal Object aimed at, by thoſe: who were for pacific 
eaſures among the Dutch. At firſt the French King Henry 
the Fourth was againſt this: Pacification, but the Penſionary 


Barnevelt' having repreſented to him by the 5 of the 
onger able to carry on 


Republick at Paris, that they were no 
the War, without running every Year in Debt, that by De- 


Burthen, from which it was impoſſible to deliver themſelves, 
as many had lent their whole Fortunes to the Publick, and 


had no other Subſiſtence than by receiving their Intereſt te- 
pularly ; the French King being convinced, promoted that 


Meaſure all he could, fo that a 'F ruce was concluded in 1609 
for twelve Years, by which the Republic was left free, and in 


full Poſſeſſion of thoſe Dominions which had been * 
rince 


during the War. After this, the Diſputes between 
Maurice with thoſe who adhered to him, and the Penſionary 
Barnevelt and his Party, roſe very high, his Highneſs being 
extreamly jealous of his Authority, and ſuch as oppoſed him 
no leſs anxious for the Preſervation of their Liberty, which 
they conſidered as equally loſt, whether they ſubmitted to the 
Sovereignty of one of their own Countrymen, or a Stranger. 
It happened very unluckily for the publick T'ranquillity, that 
at this Time there aroſe religious Diſputes about the Doticines 
of Grace and Predeſtination, which divided the whole Nation 
into two Parties, under the Title of Arminians and Gomari/ts. 
The Penſionary Barnevelt was in the Sentiments of the former, 
but out of regard to the Peace of his Country, was inclined 
to have ſtifled theſe Diſputes by a publick Edict, which Prince 
Maurice and his Party who took the contrary-Side prevented; 
and laying hold of this Opportunity, inflamed the Minds of 
the Populace to the highett Degree, by repreſenting the A- 
miniaxs as ſecretly inclined. to the Spantards; and under theſe 
and otherPretences,making uſe of the Attachment of theArmy 
to his Perſon the Prince ventured to make ſome beld Altera- 
; , wg > ” : : [ORG 
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tions in the Civil Government by changing the Magiſtrates 
of Cities at his Pleaſure, fo as to gain an abſolute Aſcen- 
dancy in the Aſſembly of the States General. 

Tpbe Death of Philip Prince of Orange in 1618 without 
Iſſue, having added to the Titles, the Credit and the For. 
tune of the Stadtholder, he reſolved to puſh Things to Ex. 
tremities againſt his Adverſaries, and therefore cauſed Penj. 
onary Barnevelt to be arreſted ; as alſo, Mr. r Pen- 
ſionary of Leyden Hugo Grotius Penſionary of Rotterdam, and 
the Sieur de Leedenberg Secretary to the States of Utrecht, al 
Perfons equally diſtinguiſhed by their Capacities, and by their 
Probity. Of theſe, Barneuelt only was made a Sacrifice, be- 
ing accuſed of the moſt enormous Crimes, before Judges 
who ated by Commiſſion from the States General, who in 
reality had no legal Juriſdiction over him, if he had been 
ever fo guilty, the States of Holland being his ſole Judges; 
but they having taken him under their ſpecial Protection, 
were not like to ſerve the Purpoſes of his Enemies, who pro- 
cured him to be condemned by the Judges beforementioned, 
and executed him the next Day. Tho' he was upwards of ſe- 
venty, he died with the fame Calmnefs and Courage he ſhewel 
in all the Actions of his Life, and his Death produced the d- 
rect contrary Effect to that which was expected from it. 
Prince Mauriceof Orange found his Authority more generally 
diſliked than ever, and by none ſo muchas thofe who had aſſiſted 
violently in the Perſecution of the Penſionary. He faw that he 
was no hace popular, and upon the breaking out again of the 
War in 1621, he perceived that he was forſaken by his good 
Fortune. An Attempt which he made for ſurprizing Antwey 
failed, tho' he thought the Deſign ſo well laid as to ſay, that 
God only could diſappoint it; he ſaw his. own Town of Bred 
taken by Ambroſe Spinola, the Relief of which he attempted with- 
out Succeſs; and by reflecting on his Reverſe of Fortune, he fit 
Toft that even Temper for which he had been always famous, 
and then his Health; fo that broken with Care and Sickneſs, he 
breathed his laſt in the Spring of the Year 1625, in the fiſty- 
third Year of his Age. His Enemies allow this Prince to have 
had great Virtues ; and, except his Ambition and Averſion to 
Marriage, few or no Vices. He left behind him a natural Son 
Mr, de Beververt, who was Governor of Bolduc, a Gentleman 
of great Parts and Courage, who lived and died with unſpottted 
Reputation ; one of whoſe Daughters married the Earlof Of); 
dy whom ſhe was Mother te the late Duke of Ormong, and the 
preſent Earl of Arran; and the other Henry Earl of Ariingin 
'Secretary of State in the Reign of King Charles the Second. 


Prins 


[ 479 ] 

prince Henry Frederick, the youngeſt Son of Milliam the 
firſt Prince of ranges ſucceeded by the Death of his Brother 
Manrice to all the Eſtates, Titles and Dignities of his Father, 
being at that Time about forty Years of Age, having ſerved 
the States in their Armies in a manner from his Childhood, 
and yet having riſen no higher than a Colonel of Horſe, till 
he ſucceeded to the ſupremeCommand. He had in the time of 
his Brother's Adminiſtration given frequent Teſtimonies of 
is Courage and Conduct, and yet it does not appear that 
thoſe who were in the Government had any Idea of his be- 
ing near ſo great a Man as he really was. It is ſuggeſted by 
De Witt, and the Obſervation is worthy of ſo great a Man, 
that the Difficulties the two Brothers Maurice and Henry 
had to ſtruggle with in their Youth, and that Circumſpection 
with which they were obliged to behave, had very good Ef- 
fects, and was a principal ſe of their acquiring thoſe great 
Accompliſhments, by which they raiſed their own Credit fo 
high, and rendered ſuch uſeful Services to their Country. 
In 1626 the Prince of Orange took — 4 and the 
ſame Year Vice Admiral Hein made himſelf Maſter of the 
Spaniſh Fleet in the Bay of All Saints inBrazdl. In 1627, 
the Prince took Erol, in the Sight of a Spaniſb Army, 
who durſt not attcack him in his , wit and to- 


wards the End of the ſame Year, the Vice Admiral before- 


mentioned took the whole Spaniſb Plate Fleet, with five Mil- 
lions Sterling on Board. In 1629, the Stadtholder reduced 
Bolduc, a Place of great Strength as well as Importance, which 
Prince Maurice had attempted in vain ; and this notwithſtand- 
ing the Spaniards made an Irruption into the Country about 
Utrecht, which engaged the beſt Officers in his Army, as well 
a the States themſelves, to deſire him to raiſe the Siege; but 
he was of Opinion that a ravaged Country was not loſt, 
whereas a good Forteſs gained was a great Acquiſition ; be- 
fades by ſurprizing Wexel, where the — had all their 
Magazines, he compelled them to retire in haſte, and to the 
Character of an excellent Officer, added that of a General 
happy in his Enterprizes; a thing of the higheſt Conſequence, 
inſomuch that the Roman Dictator Sylla chofe rather the Sur- 
name of Fortunate than Great. 4. 

Henry, Prince of Orange, married Amelia Daughter of the 
Count de Solus, by whom he had a Son, Prince William, and 
four Daughters, In 1631, the States General, to ſhew their 
ReſpeR for, and Confidence in the Prince Stadtholder, granted 
the Survivancy of all his Employments to the Prince his Son, 

and prefeated him with the Patent in a Gold Box, tho' be 
WED N Was 
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Stretch of Complaiftnee, and far beyond any thing they had 
Joe bor E Faber nd Brother, Which was the Effects of his * 
Teal or ſecniing Moderation ; and as ſome Writers ſay, thi 
1. from the Conneits'of his Mother-in-law the Pfinceſ 
Jowager of Orange, who had been always a true Friend to 
e e thereby 4 great Infloence over his Party. 
In 1632, he took Ruremind Venlo, and Strale, beſieged M. 


N the Ambaſſadors of all the other Courts of 
© own Powr of Breda, in which Siege the eth Ambaſſüdor, 


. *t6 "Thew' his Reſpect for the Prince Stadtholder; ſetving de. 
A the Head of His own D Regiment, was unfortunately killed: Je: 
In 1639, the Spinih Fleet was defeated and deſtroyed. onthe f pul 
AER Rug by Adinirat Tft. YN for 
it Inf64t; Prince Mliam married the Princeſz Mar; Daufb- v 
: Brief I. King of Great Fain; with great Pomp and i 
Splendour; arid in Hondaref this Matfiage he Hd the Province WP ty 
2 of Nieren Added ts hi Governinentz or rather to the ur- BY oth 
(vivoHhipe In 1641 Pine Frederith Huy wide himſeff d“ 
after ef Sa, Vim Ghent, and the Year following be too © BY ve 
FN nichraf thofe Days was loched upon is a Place of reat . & 
"Shot and Tnportamee! In # Word, his'wholo-Adapmifira- © 2 


i gp rious from the Begintiing/to the End, and 
Might have been ſtill more ſo, H thoſe whe envied his r 
an 
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Greatneſd, had not taken all imaginable Care to 
a Conqueſts in Proportion to his Inclinations and 
Abilities, and particularly hindered him from reducing Antwerp 
which was of all Things what he moſt defired. He di 
March 14, 1647, was buried with great Magnificence, as one 
who had deſerved well of his Country, who had added Glo- 
and Influence to that Liberty which it received from his 
Father, and that Security which reſulted from the Labours of 
bis Brother. De Mitt informs us, that there were ſome who 
reproached him with his Profuſeneſs and Luxury, after he came 
to the Poſſeſſion of the Principality of Orange, and the vaſt he- 
reditary Eſtates of his Family, as alſo his Lewdneſs, in which 
he did not uſe much Diſſimulation; and above all, his Am- 
dition, which induced him to keep up a great Army, that he 
might extend his Glory by his Conqueſts, and maintain his 
Power by the Continuance of the War. It is true, that hav- 
ing the Title and Revenues of a Prince, he kept up his Digni- 
ty, but this being at his own Expence, was a Benefit rather 
than a Prejudice to the, Public. He left behind bim a natu- 
ral Son, the Sieur Zuyle/tien, whoſe Deſcendants are at this 
Time Peers of Great Britain, and ſecured to his only Son the 
Honours that had been enjoyed by his illuſtrious Predeceſſors. 
In the Year following the Death of Prince Frederick Henry, 
the States General concluded at Mun/ter a Peace with the Crown 
of Hain, without any rd to the Endeavours of the French 
King and the Prince of Orange, to diſſuade them; which is 
believed to have been owing to the Suſpicions they began to 
entertain of both, apprehending,very much the Conſequences of 
having France for a Neighbour, and. the Spirit of the young 
dtadtholder, who had been accuſtomed to Authority, and to 
Magnificence from his very Cradle, and who beſides bad mar- 
ried the Daughter of a King, It was not long before theſe 
Jealouſies roſe on both Sides very high; for the zealous Re- 
publicans, who were, the Remains of. Barnevelt's Party, were 
for taking Advantage of the Peace, and disbanding, or at leaſt 
reducing the Army, which the Prince of Orange oppoſed. It 
ls ſuppoſed that he did this merely to preſerve his own Power, 
by moſt of the Dutch Hiſtorians, but it is certain that he gave 
other Reaſons for it, which brought over a Majority of the 
States to his Opinion. He ſaid it was ungrateful, becauſe they 
were ſafe at preſent; to diſmiſs thoſe who had purchaſed that 
kafery with their Blood; that this was ſtill more imprudent, 
conſidering the War continued between France and Spain, 
vho might take Advantage of * in that defenceleſs Condi- 
:& 4% tion 
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Gion. Herfarthier obſerred, that hitherto they bad been pitud, 
but that now they had Reaſon to fear the Envy of moſt of the 
States of Zurupe, and that ag their Tranquility Was procured, 
s ie would de belt preſetved by kecpiug up their old Troops, 
hich if they did not recruit, would: with leſo harard to ibn 
> dichinifivfaſt:tnough-of them Wes 2 os 20 to olim 
«| +> Bir theo hib — nn prevailed upon the States, yet it wi 
dt at alt reliſhed in the Provinces, or by the great Cities; 
-| Lad Winch his Friends propoſed, that he fhould viſit them 
eme de chat Time ne Inclination to the Honour of his Hig 
Ane Company, which the Prince took: for fuch.a Mak of 
Gontempt, that he cauſed Mr. D Vit . 
end RyE other Members of the Fries Gemral, to be ſent to the 
oy Ciftle of Huben, and gave Orders to Body of Troops to 
10 Sv nee: towar Amſtrruum 3 but the Poſt- boy from, Hama 
2 thro his:Armyy" gave Notice of it to the Citizens, who 
2- Fnvertev''to exchude it, made no Difficulty. of: Jaying;all th 
d Acſteent Country under Water. Theſe Pifferenccy wer after 
nds compromifed, and Burgomaſter De lu and his Fe. 
e Prince ſet at Dwerty ; yet from the Irapsiſenment, the 
Party to which they adhered, from the Place of bis Confne- 
ment, received the Name of Tonveſtein. In all Probability thei 
„ Differences would have been revived; if the Prince of roy 
-- 1 Ha not: ſoon after-fallen ilk of the Small- po, Which proved 
ata tg him; and ſome Months after his Deceaſe; - Nownir 
he tb, 1650, his Widow the Princeſs was delivered aſ 3 5n, 
5% Tallech ufter His Father William, who became in Proerfa of Time 
® StadtRoldet, and King of Great Britamm £07 bung 
„ Onde will. herr make a ſhort Pauſe, in order to conſider the 
Geberhment, Commeroe, and Strength of this Republick, and 
eaten refarne our Hiſtory; the rather becauſe it is generally bt 
1 ):3vedothe Unired Provinces came to the Height ef their Prof 
5 ty not long after the Death of Prince M alum II. and in eien. 
ing theſe Points, we wilt be as clear; as che ſe, Ang n 
„ petri ds in our Power, which is ſo much ide more nec 
. 2129 Ry; beenuſe few of the many Writer who: have 3lred) 
-0:7 a mentidted this Subject, have — — 
wh 
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Relatiom that on hing has to another f wor 47 447 
At the Entrance of this Chapter, we. deſeribed\the original 
Form 6f Government chat ptevailed im theſe Countries, which 
Form continued! fileewiſt when they became A Part of the Do- 
minions of his Catholick Majeſty:; / ſor as the Hrinde hf Ong 
juſtiy obſerveck im his Apology, whatever Title that; Mobarch 
migbt aſſumeg eher in Sm or im ther India he was no-more 
khan Barb of Fhlltnd;'or 6f Flandern, Rt the Time Pg II. 
Jeft "thoſe Provincrs, he conſtituted the Prince uf Qrange Ho- 
vetnor/of four of them, the mib Word is Stadtholdrr; which 
ole! the fame Thing with Lieutenant, and tbe, States 
bich tar Power; with which they were veſted by the Conſti- 

- 4#tion. \'Whett therefore they threw off the Yoke of Sein, 
"the Queſtion ws; whether they ſhould retain their old Form of 
Government? which if they had done; they muſt have choſen 
mmotbet Prince, and to this thoſe: were inclined whowere moſt 
ntzehed to thePrince'sf Orange. Indeed the Generality of the 
People were Veſt pleuſtd with the old Form, and this induced 
tem to think of the Archduke Matthins; the Duke of Auncon, 
and afterwards of the Frenth King and een Eliaabeil Fr but 
ak ſengeh thofenthat bad Seats in the Aſfembly ef the States, 
"begin de think of ſecuring the Sovereignty to themſelves; Which 
on; Actually ebanging the old Conſtitution into that of: Re- 
pußlick. It is true,” that for their own Conveniency theꝝ were 
ditpofed te givo the Fitle of Stadtholder to a ſingle Perſon, as 
". they a ually did to the Earl of Laitefrr ; but though. the Title 
continued, the Office was changed; for: the Lieutenant of a 
Pries is! a Thing eafily conceived; but the Lieutenant of an 
Aſſembiy, ſuch as the States: General; is not ſo readily compre- 

0 | 


hended, beeauſe it implies the Repreſentative of thoſe; who are 
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but Repreſentatives themſelves, and this was the very. Reaſon- 
dog that De unt uſed for abolifhing that Office alſo aſter the 
Denth of in H, nd yr e eg Heß ank 


Tue Treaty of Union doneluded in 150, at; Lyrobt, was L 


Confederaty of ſo maty+ different Repubheks, as the were 
Pros inees chat entered into it, and the Srater Crnerai ware pro- 
bperly and diſtinctly the Suarrr bf all theſe Provinces taken toge - 
© > ther} but becauſe: ſuch a Meeting was inoontenient, and for 
"other Reaſons likewiſe; à kind of Committee compaſedsof De- 
puties from each of the Statt was appointed to ſit at th Hague, 

And theſe have bein ſiuce ſtiled: the Suite Gemral, though in 
Reality they are rather the Repreſentatives of the States General, 
in whom the Majeſty of the Republick reſides. They have, 
Ii 2 purſuant 
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with 4 a e be becauſe they might t enjoy ir 


wort? 
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purſuant to 770 Form of their. new Conſtitution, ſuch Po 

ag are requifit e for the Management. of pablick.g 29 "= 
have alſo the Government of thoſe Torn 7 70 iQ that 
delopg»49, the Republick, and yet are 2 25 within anz gf the 
contederated, Provinces, and Te other. e And for 
abe better Management of fuch a Varig tant Concerns, 
they-commit, Fart of the Adminiſtration 1 5 a Council of State; 
Bot whereas in the Aſlembly of the States. G. ener {;there Ae no 


mdfe-Votesithan there are Frovinces, whatever.the Number of 
Membem may be-that compoſe that Aſſembly ; in, the Cound 
of States: it, is ahr eng and though ſome, Provinces ſend there 
two. Deputies, and charm. opt one, yet. every Member haz a 


diſtiad Vote. Vo her al „with zeſpect to, the g t Points | 


of:Sqyereignty,. they, {ti 8 in the Sas off 9 5 
 Ieko, parker War Na eace, e e [2x 


vines has. ig own. States, ſo each has alſo à Co 
andithe-fame. kind of Government prevails 5 
ties, ſo chat they are all in ſome Meaſure independ independ 
lie From this View of. the Government i in the 
winces, one would naturally conclude it a Democr 
really as with reſpect to its Form, but by — 
od gteat Cbanges. The Senate or Council in all th 
ties Are, —— were . for 115 but 1 85 the Rk 


this ſmall Alteration has in proceſs 2 3 1 


garchyy; which ſhews how much Car pa Gon 


cies Was —— _ to, or 9 — by: thoſe At 
GW 
he, ta FR 
changing or tamperin with the firſt Springs 


„Me, have at the Beginning of th by of Work given Rt 
Historical NoduGtan of. the Progreſs 


Commerce, a 
different Parts of Europe... That of Holland aroſe chi dag 
the Deſtruction of Antwerp, which, when the Civil Wa 1 


tbe L- Countries .. e Trowle and Lp nu long the Cen. 


tex of Traffick.in, 1 8 Nan Frunce, t 17 5 
in Cumam and the religious Pe t 5 LL 
other Parts of Europe, contributed. io 11 

0 00 A 


09 Induſtry, in Peace, Thoſe, who 
—— were ſuch as had wherewitha] e oe 


acquainted: with ſome Manuf e or. 15 by..whi 
Living, might be obtained. .. 4 Me 


wer 3 4 5 and d 


ſorts of People were very ſoon. x their. Eaſe 3. A, Magpie 
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kites were every Day ſet on Foot, and Trades too big even far 
1 wealthy Bur "wete managed with Facility, and to great 
Advant int Stocks; the Fiſheries were ahnually — 2 

ed, new eat ches of Commerce were continually opened and 
in the Compafß of twenty Years," their Villages felled inte fair 
Towns, * tho chat were good Towns before; role into rich 
Cites, At firſt the Trhabitarits of ' theſe ProvineeWarried-on 
2 large Trade to Port al,” from ' whence the received'great 
Quantities of Bui G. 3 but when Phil II. became Ma- 
ſter of Porrug al, Ale an end to that Trade, which inſtend 
ofprovinp 2 5 was in Reality of High Advantage to 
the Dutch, them to attempt opening Trade to 
ks 34M aneh in the Compaſs of a few Years they did 
457 W Hopes; and this Commeret being 
no by a Co 1055 with great Prudence, Prugality, and 
produce in the Period of which we have given 


95 ;pious Advantages. This encouraged chens to 
yo 15 17 Huld Company, and that too became very flous 
ning in 4 a aer pace of Time; Fhe Subjects of the 
$tates tikewifſe, by the Recommendation, and under the Prov 
nekion of the French King Henry IV. obtained Leave to mate 
in f che Ports within the Dominions of the Grand Seignior 

ſo that theft! Commerce in the Levant became alſo with 


this Period very conſiderable. Taking thereſore their — 
ries, Mahiificures; and foreign Trade altogether, we may ea 
fly account for the Growth of their Naval Powet, the lachen 
of their Wealth, and the Poſſibility of their ſuſtaining that in- 
finite Variety / of Taxes, Cuſtoms, and Exciſes, which were ne- 
celſaty to TA 2 robs fo Fog and ſo expenſive a War, 20 thut 
which their Liberties: 5 eſtabliſhed and ſecue . 
— vught Nkewiſe to obſerve, that the Situation of Affaire 
in Europe through this whole Period was remarkably favdut- 
able to the Growth of this new Republick. The overgro en 
Power of Shan was equally dreadful} and dangerous to 
the Potentates of Eurche, which induced them openly or ſockets 
ly to gie all the Aſfiſtance poſſible to the Tnhabitarits of the 
Pro it ces upon their Revolt; and the inteſtine Diſturbances in 
ſeyeral Chf dut more —_—_ in Germam and France, 
prevetiied their fe g with a nf Rivals and although it be 
true that eg n at that Th ime to extend her Commerce, 
„ 2 hi ber Naval Power, 1 this was ſo far from being 
etriment, that it was in Reality of very great Secvice to 
he Dutt,” with whom the Hythe cotifiinaly in Warllke Ex 


eh and from Won, the Peneation Uf Hy Wages 
they 


1.436) 
they. drew. Numbers of experi Pilots, and able Seamen, 


o were 5 uſeful em in their early Voyages both 

een and een e Quzrrel between" Tala 
kn wi 715 505 turned alſo very Niueh to theif Advans 
3 ald Gr before 125 8 of Enyy or Emulation 


3 65 ick was not only beyond the Reach of Dan: 
6 ut in Ty * in every: Reſpect to any that but 
Ot. 7 ber Grandeur 43 the 8 of her 


e quicker than either Expoctation 
6 Friknce could: Tap, but beyond any khing which eithct 
ane ent or modern Hiſtory records, ARE ya y. Folk 
eech hardly believed. N 5 217 Olls a 
+ that we may not ſeem to deal wholly; in Generali, tho! thi 
ht be executed from the narrow Bounds to which we ate 
i 


ned, = will enter into a few Particulars, from whence the 
15 will | very eaſily . the Trath of what we have - 
adya aced, . as to he ſud den and immenſe Grotyth of the 
Se ee yr r The ne Fund or Capital 
"1 mpany, was in their e fixty Ton 
e by, which Phraſe of a Ton of Gold, is 7 
| fh nd Florins, or about Ten thou fand Pounds Ster- 
Weed. that this Capital was very little above S hungredtho- 
| Ne Pounds of our Money. In the Space of Six Yearsydeduding 
„All their. N and Charges which were very Fteat; and their 
| Dividends which were extremely high,” the Fund or Capitiꝭ a 
# { Comp any increafed notwithſtanding to Six hundreff Tom 
2780035 t is, to upwards of Six Millions Sterling. It is in- 
ed.grue that the eſt. India Trade has not kept any ufig 
ike 505 ee ince, but in point of Wealth, pm 
0 . and real Power, the Dutch Eaſt Jidia TI 
this Days only out of any Compariſon with all: 
; mercial Eſtab gbliſhinents,” but might be eſteemed a 
State 2 Itſelf, If it as independent of their High Mig — 
. che 7 General, who reſides at Batavia,' W teme 
: I and | alike Ay rs, has the State,” the: Court, 225 
1 yereign Prince; makes N and Pxace at 
eaſure, can  emble 7 an A of Twenty or Phirty'thou- 
Ma and if Occaſion ſhould require, could put to Sea 
. of fey: "Sail, of the Lane of Battle, ithaur building 
4 1227 +6 74 211 VAC 
"The. Weſt bidia Company yas at the inn ing as great ani 
* 1. een, but they raitied' themſelves by g too large 
10 1885 nds, and by neglecting Trade, that they might attend v 
oy air Co nqueſts, wh which ore was very excuſable, * 
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eren 


improve it to the beſt of their Po 


4877] 
were Maſters of Bregil, of e ba 
Maſters, if 3 purſued on he EO ft 
pany and N 
they ſtood, 2 7 | 
though, they are nov an ingonſigerablę in ce 
were, or in regard of the. E. on 

poſſeſſed of eee Places in 
5 510 a a Profit in e 
Settlement of Sunn, N 5 
Continent of: Sawth eee ih {6 are wel xre 
Grandeur.of theſe.two.Co 


panics, 
ation alſo the vaſt Extent of the D lh 5 
earh Days of this Commonwealth, e 0 p/ 
ſunk// the maritime Power of. and P artugel na 9 
dure-ruineds;the Vigour of the Hanſe 1 0 
eclined, the Commerce of fragt Britain in 
danilx any Trade at all in the North, we A. 1 5 
cejve)how;theSahjeRs, of the United # 1 505 at. 89 e ü 
of the daſt 1 came. to have more Ship than mal hs 
reſt:of, Eurape | We may likewiſe, by reviewing 0 
own Minds:the Changes that fave fince happened in N 


ol Eurqpa, the great Application of this an other. Nations, 


- the promoting Induſtry, and encouraging Commer comp! 


Heng; Ta: any Difficulty how this pul 17 7 een a 
el to the degree which has been ſet forth in the . 9 of 
ic 


— Work notwithſtanding which, the Republi 


"Provinces ſtill. is, and has ſtill the Capacity of ma 5 the 
Rank of, a very great maritime Power. 0 ns 4 
$ 


ut beſides the Reaſons before aſſigned for the ſpeedy 175 


af chi Republick in Power, Wealth and Trade, there are , 
Points that ought not to be omitted, becauſe they ave þ en ſs 
abſeryed than..ghoſe. beforemeatigned, by molt c, de Auth 
who have treated this Subject "The B he Barrennels 6 the I. 
Want of Subſiſtenge in. a and Weſt 5 Was a iy 
cipal Cauſe of Induſtry and Wealth; for boy le not bein ad 
to live there with the Practice of ordinary La ur; , Were « ; 
poelled to join that of their Head with their Han 5 0 6e f ke 
Frugality the: Steward of what, was acquired by a ie which 


1 oon ſtrengtheged into ſuch Habits of Thinking, 


Saving, as rendered thoſe Countries famous, an ie Me 
all who. had a little Maney to live and Aja wi ing to 
wer. „ next P e 

Part of the Pegple that were drawn into theſe P Provi 5 
. 


e of che Liberty 71 f chere, 40d. ch the into, — 
ene 
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7 ither e eee Movies i 

ned ſubje 1 ing of, Spain, Which gave then 

ble / ranges, by din dimini Og ce Wealth ang Powe d 

| ſame Proportion; it :ftvengthenc [ 

err Bk LING 4 this, that their Government in- hoh 2 

Jays great Advantages, ſor their military Power by i 

N | ferns Yi; eras hy the Direct ien of their Stadt | 

7 77 0 Beef ee fromitbance a ths BI » 

Hout freun . Ine c ies of HI. a 

Hate, ne having al eee Wl 1 

Tg it; eection and: Management, they. were vety wich il * 

- 92 5 . thei oro ns t 

| b U 

I ct | G 
? 2 
Spirit, things lor, ehe fert. botty Tem- 2 

89 0 25 1 2 degree CO 

| es cou Id reach, iH Patton's, it 
| MG Jecong Prince of O, ti 


7 Nerg 3 executive as: welloas legiſlative: t 
P ee overnment. Into their Hands, and conceiving E 
the "moſt violent Apprehenſions of falling-under the Dbarinic | t 

| of a, U lingle Perfon,: made it the. capital Object of their Puli ti 
4 2 o provid againſt i it, which had very bad Effects. In 1 5 9 
| they, Id another. general n in which the Laonafrl by 

| Utrecht was ratifiedy : After this, the Zoywe/tein Party projcctel th 
the | erpetual Edict for aboliſhing the Stadtholderſhip; that is bh 

for e the Conſtitution which had been the Parent ani": an 

Nuife of their Liberties; they diſmiſſed chejr heſt Officers, they b 

d iſhanded. dir old Troops, and gave the Command of thoſethats! th 
were AER” ly kept. up, to their own Friends/and Relationl. th 
In Wort, their ruling Maxim was that which upon ſome Occz- T 
ſion they made their ez Peace and a goed Covernnient e. 
things very. compatible for a Time, but which enn neper ſub- H. 
ſiſt Jong together. For Peace in proceſs of Lime; introduces WH "= 
Effemigacy. and Corruption, which of courſe debaſe and in- 
feeble. a Goyernment to. ſuch a Degree, as readers. it n 1 = 
of reſi fling external Inyalion, or inteſtine Commorions; * the It 
former of which it invites, and ſeldom. ſaik to kindle the latter. 
- But tho! theſe Miſchief might. have been obvio(is-enouph! th abe of 
8 and diſintereſted Politicians, yet Concern for private Advantage, © pul 
| hid chem from, the Eyes of che prevailing, Faction in theſe Pro- 
rings boa With all thee Heal Mg = to poſſeß 
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themſelves WW... — ſeed 
of che NN 
Aed,otoithemoft abſclute and 1 1 * 
When 1 fr they poffeſfed themſelves of it, poor oy under 
food tu mean, they filled by Degrees all Poſts of Nonsuf, N 
and Proht with thoſe of 27 — 2 0 Vers. 
well uſfestech to the 'Family of Or ;* notwithſt: ig tha 
Nombers of RI e mery wieh deſu? el 
and Reputation! This What d i 
alt Countries, Where any thing of the like Kind has bappene: 10 
Envy, Diſcontent, Jealouſics, Heats and Animoſitica, equally de- 
rr cape} rare nd Publick Welfare. Those in Power, 
treated ſuch as they had excluded, as if they had been Enemies 8 
their Country, gad these chat were oppreſſed,” regarded all 
Poſſeſſion of Employments, not as their legal Govertiors,. br 
» many Tyrants, who violated thoſe Laws they pretended 1 
aiminiſter," and treated as Slaves, thoſe they ſtiſed Aero ag 
At this Juncture, as we beforeremarked,'t the” NEE Se 
its greateſt Height in reſpect to Power, to Wealth and Reputa 
tion; and this tempted — — Men then at the Head of A, 
to-ſignalize their Adminiſtration by entering into a War with 
England, "which was ſuddenly W a Republick alſo. What * 
tbey hoped would have added Strength and Fame to that Autho-. _ 
tity, of which they were juſt become abſolute Maſters, had the © 
quite contrary Effect, for it exhauſted their naval Power, and 
by its unfortunate Iffue leſſened their Credit extremely. Th is. 
they aſeribed to the *Difaffeftion of ſome Officers they were 
dbliged-to employ; and to the Contagion of their Principles * 
among the Seamen, which acquired ſome degree of Probability, 
by their manůging with much better Succeſs a ſecond War wit 8. 1b 
that Nation; after the Reſtoration of its Monarchy, and When 
the Luugſein Faction employed none but their own Creatures. 
Tbeir good Fortune; however, as it made them infoleht, ſo it 
rendered them Hated ; for tho John di Witt who was at the 0 
Head of Affairs lived very modeſtly, and acted with great Mode. 
cation, yet his Brother Cornelius; tho a brave and able Man, ad. 
ſuch a Tincture of Vanity, aud conducted every thing wi 
ſuch an Eclat, as ratfe@ the Envy of the better Sort, as much as 
| excited the Jeabouſy and Averſion of the Populacr. 
The Situationtof their Affalts, and the extraordinary "Power | ws 
of Lewis XIV. made ie neceſlary for the OGoverfots öf the Re. 
pudlick-to:court him, Which the” they ſometimes did, yet ſueh 
vas the heughty Spirit of their Adminiſtration, chat by wanton - =y 
Diſplay of what they too to be the Effects of this great Wiſs * 
hem *nd good: Fortune, they provoked this great Monarch to 
enter 


fr: 89000 


enter intoa Conſederacy: whichaimedat noleſetbamthe Deſtrudi 
og of the Rægubiick . This produced the Inraſion of 1675 and 
as that appeared to the People the mere Effects of the vſtentatious 
idev of — Rulers, it brought about 4 ſudden, and in ſome 
— Ab conf anche ar vers ely — — 
DP $* 1TNE entirely | 
Hillium the third Prince of Orange, — — 
— — teſtored to the high Offices w hieh bis Anceſton 
had diſcharged with ſd much Glory. Fhe. great 
Prudence with which he conducted that War, and;extrivated bi 
Country from Difficulties very little inferior to thoſe againk 
which his; Great Granifather ſtruggled, | procured to him che 
fable Poſſeffion of thoſe Honours, which the Inelination of hi 
\Countrymen' had beſtowed, — Rerher a aa 
-as well as legal Baſis. When that great Prince raiſtd himſelſ to 
the: Thune uf the Britiſh Nominions, he: Ri} eta ined the Dig 
nity of Stadtholder, which in caſe he had been bleſſed with bi- 
2 was before that Time declared hereditary, but wanting 
this Support, and being obliged: to be often abſent; his Pawer 
was actually, — vrkile in out ward Appeui 
ant it was at its greateſt height. The remains of the Lug 
- Fadtion,: partly by Compliance, and partly. by dint of the gat 
Interoſt of their Families, crept again into Employments, ſo that 
at: the Demiſe of King William, they became once more in ſone 
+ meaſure Maſters, and being taught Prudence and Moderation y 
Adverſity, ſtrengthened themſelves imperceptibly; and at iengib 
ſettled their Sway uren much brondeoBoundaticn than it lad 
dener ſtood before. Di ness 3 eiſ 03 bnd 2 
It is not known to many Peaple, but the-matter of; Fahy 
neuertheleſs true, that the protracting the laſt general War; and 
the continual Oppoſition given by the Field Deputies of tho Siu 
5 to the Duke of Marlborough, more eſpecially at his fitſt Entraice 
bfr his Command of the Army of the Allies, was owing er. 
tirely to this State of Things. The Faction ver 
afraid, that if either a Battle ſnould be loſt; or: their Troops: 
N moved at any Diſtance from their Frontiers, the Inbabitantz d 
the great Cities would diſcover that Diflike, which they en 
aden bore to their Proceedings. The happy Pregreſs of that Na 
made them eaſier by Degrees, —— after the unſotti- 
nate Death of his Serene Highneſs the Prince of | Oronge and 
- Naſſau, Father to the preſent Stadtholder, who was drowned i 
his Paſſageat Meredyb, July the 1th, 17115 ag he was Were 
eee erer all en e between the 9 8 
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Pruſſia an himſelf. in Relation to the Succeſſion of the late 
King 3 the third * en being Heir. by Will, and the 
King cent; + 2 7002 2 2.9513, OJ 2 ꝗ q 16113 er 
By een: . e in ſo critical a Skaſong vyhen the 
Claims of the Houſe of Orange deſcended à fecont Tie d 
poſthymous/Child, - the AL AT ſuppart. tham were teh» 
dered-abortive;] and at the fame time ittruined ãm a manner A 
the Hopes of thoſe who! were. either attached by Inclination;;:op 
connected 2 Citcumſtanegs to that Houſer The dominant 
eee he Advantage therefore of this fauonrable Opporta- 
d their utmoſt Skill and Powet᷑ in diſpoſingiof all 

— in ſuaha manner as might render them for euer ſecure, 
and prevent ſo much as the glimmexing of à Recdvety to their 
Opponents, in which if they. did not act as worthy Citizens;.chiey 
certainly behaved wifely upon party Principles, and fo ſome 
time heir Scheme was attended with all the Succeſa they could 
wiſh,/ as in other Countries is generally the Caſe, tillkPacky der. 
eb erna upon itſelf. IN len. FH 2 3543, 240 iet 3 * 4019383, 


In this State Things continued for enger -and-;rhis 


Continuance encouraged ſuchias were Maſters of Power;:to-be- 


lere it a Thing inherent to them, that they had amexchufive 
Rigi to enjoy it, and that whoever fought to riſe: without their 


Conſent, thol he ſought it in ever ſo honourable a manner, was 


do be regarded as a public Enemy. A Man might be learned, 
induſtrious and Fs \miight — in what manner he would, boild 


'Palaces,-fet Equipages, "Keep Aſſemblies; or even Operuas in 
7 


his own Hou but if ſuch a Man lived frugally, 
was kind to his poor Neighbours, and took pains to be acquainted 


with the better Sort at the ſame Time, che was held in-Suſpicion, 


and if he attempted to get into the Magiſtraey, he was accounted 


a dangerous Man! Tbeſe Apprehenſions, grounded upon the 


known Diſcontents of the common People, had ſuch an Effect 
upon the Grandees, that. inſtead. of regarding the Welfare and 


Spirit of the Republick, they ſtudied only to ꝓreſerve it in race; 


and this becauſe. they ſaw plainly, that whenever War was de- 
clared or entered. into againſt any Enemy, but againſt France 


more eſpecia lly, it would ſooner or later make a Breach inotheir 


dyſtem, through which the Stadtholder: would certainly enter 

and bring in his Friends nn bins which ay ae ad much 
as they ＋. em laſt Day. 7 — 

1 of urope in gene — 

ta of Hens Publick in « Hiſtory of for 0 1 bf what I 

y. Treaty after Treaty was made for the ſake of preſerving. 

er rather patching up of Peace; the N „ — 

uffere 
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altsthe Oppbſition tar wic be gen to t | MY 
Poe f FMH; and this" Marmed he” TR ane af 
exe#kbdly..'* They: ta "that this would gi vive Lite” arid Spirit 
t4w\P414ke; 584 tpak as his Nene 9 ou 55 5 
played upon dll-Occafions the hereditary Vit A 
th Number of his Adherents' mod nereaſe, 00 9500 
died cher Management would not be without an'Heat, a 
had been the Caſe for many Years; and this e th 
A 't6'every' thing that had the leaſt Appearanite'of Vi 
gone or f Spirit, at the fame Time it drove theft into tit 
Ccmplaffaner ihr à certain powerful” I Wy 
fo detfimahtal'ts che true Tirteteſls of Hur Rr 

| When- in Hßite of all cheir Care, and 1 5 frond 
terfiporiving and negociatin found themſelves 

to take * in nh laſt W, Her Conduck was (6 Ns. 
tuating and frregular, that it gare no fmafl Diffatisfaction 0, 
boch; Putte: Orr 2 22 the 1 not Pr 7 
* Her; and; on th other nd twithitan 

3 hin they ey rendered te 1 015 Bunz 55 ther. 
Teens he eerturign) they auc — FX 4 
dedwi®hthem® In the Art Place, 502 10 0 0 
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more difhc 2225 — dangerous for theſe great Sta temen 
(9. under up figce 8 an yſtem was-n9W.thoroughly'manifthy 1 
ia, ſtrange. in which the War dad been on- 
yy their 907 e weakened, that they were. s l 
able e by Violenge upon their nets 0 to oppade - 
e Ee the . the Length f the Mat 


rtable. to the and they found themſelyen 

5 a he Roi Fan $0 Exttemities, e ff 

ing what falling von 7 fe v LANG 
— ph e {Ie mi boca. Teſpeed»:! . Ice i hut 
e 5 e was not altogether unferelsen 

3 4 nerals,. from the nature} Ipfor: 


LE and. Ln a 4 5 ol 2 2 made ſo little a Set 
of the Expectations ot their Court, when they fell upon wah / 
Flanders. that the 1 5 who had long before opened their 
Eyes, were tempted b y. Deſpair, to open their Mouths too, and 
to declare in plain Terms againſt that Government Which et- 
e nar Contrivange had ſacrificed them. 
1 they could haye tecourſe to, was ſetting 
up his = Highneſs the. Prince of Orange and Naſ for + 
allles ; 3 TN Fete there is no ind of Wonder, 
that they had recourſe; to it. But however. the Spirits; af tha 
Naga were ſunk. to fuch a Degree, that whatever Figure be 
A pught, make, that brought this important Event 
in gur Gazettes, a mſelneꝰ 
wg eee e t TN Or three good T00p3$.,0t 9b 
78 dN bets: them with est Faſe . Thees: 
Ty: bal b f_conceiving e * 
who wiſhed. Tf 925 eee only the Dregy of the- 
tele for there , no leſs @ keg, but * ED 
le contented t 1 101 thats 20d Ate... 
0 give any p Signs of their Satisfaction unt 
laune 5 eee 1 ae ee, — 
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| a y. were amazed it had fiot been 
Jorg before; Let they . 


een eee . —. eee PFacifiry! with 
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* Om it's 
22 12 Far — LR . da unte- 
ble Pi Hy- ef a ting agu ffrft tkofe t6' whey hn: h 
Jong ſubmitted, they left the . eit Work 
* ea ene eden. * e in 
edlated Stadtholder- of the Unidny! June e T) 1 10 tay % 
n eh, certain, chat if thefg poor” dee hen 23 
el hour to 20 aBouÞ their Affairs, "1s Hh ht te 
 \yeutt tive bern at3iithey would have e 
112Hieſs of Reformation t Mfraele ; and e 
egked thoſe Neſoutions her have 
l been! done ſſciee p and Which Will in che Fug peebme the 
io ndameéntul Rrineiples of the Bei” Liberty,” ether by 1 fe. 
aſterition-of the old Conſtitution; br the conftreRin cher. 
Bot how upright ſoever their Intention might be, the'Volftrou 
Mlafiner in which they purfued them, was manifeftyIncoii- 
| ent wich zny Kind of Government, and therefere fes of 
| Sbuntenancing them, the Prince Stadtholdef Mikel) un- . 
40 der s Neceſßty of- teftraſming therh. This Vote 
mad two very unlacky Conſequences; che firſt, Rt Wo 
-0b- aged the fallen Party to form new eme And cht wert thi 
At her only damped the Spirits of the gas, but Ibonerdtbot 
— — BS, "tb fufpes ttt Thin 
would take another new Turn; and chat elbe 
. get 
n n 1 Tarts id oth 
hat Wos ein dee thd%f" WK Yo yon 
— -rd foul forttan Tek "except thoſe NRO atfid'obfſerved 
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them. Eee dangeroud Di vith vrhich 
bis Serene; Highneſs Mas then afflicted, the 2 which being 
| very doubttul,! kept the; Hopes of ſome, and the Fears of others 
in ſuſpenſey hy which, aa the domeſtick Oxcanomy of the Re · 
9 ſu n ſa it is to be ſeared he 
Cauſe, met with. irreparable Da by the Neglect ofia War, 
25 4Mpartant,d,its eee as in its Nature it was juſt 
and neceſſary. notre gmonk - 1. 2 by mA 
« 2 compared to the Image of Juni, 
the Eyes in he Head that look backward;. being inſin lolyſbetrer 
28 than thaſe 4 reſpect A future Events. It is very cer- 
| . — trigts at this JunQure, were under v iclent Ap- 
abe ee e e there was not a ſingle Man in /. 
eee e Conſequences-of this dull and indulent 
deaſon that requited the utmoſt Activity as well 
N Re eee It had, however, good Effets ; 
| cake People's Patience being quite worn out, and no Sign of 
1 of what had been promiſed them, they teſiſmed 
o Reformation, and reſolved. to demoſiſh the Farms. 
eee ee out, it ſpread like Mdſire. 
„ Publicans were ever ha ted. in alh Countries, and by · all Nations; 
tbatris thoſe; who, ſpail their Neighboute under Goloun of ext - 
",/ating,therl {but in, Reality to entich ' themſelves. This 
0 Wag i plainly and undeniably the Caſe of the Fatmera tem tlie 
ace to the leaſt 3 and, whatever, Authority they might de- 
2 
1, MJUXUTY { their on; 
were maſtt juſtly, puniſhed- „ e ee ln Mee 
eee imagined; that the ſhorteſt and eee 
ane F to theſe Diſorders, had been to hau com- 
gmiſes made to the People in the Month of Ja- 
—.— 12 maxthe very Method to which the Magiſtrates 
0 ae erg inclined to have recourſe.; but the Lovers 
e N ho could not bear the Thoughts of loſing 
2 . the e 3 afforded at once d ech 
ane; and: a mumet ilitia, interpoſed, cancelled the 
pale Att of chaſe Magiſtrates, and: endeavyouxed to maintain, 
dg eſſential t the La e e ee was. become anf inſup- 
portable re the Peopie 3 towards whichaheꝶ malle 
i a very free. Uſe his Serene Highaeſs's Name, endeavguring to 
14 trench their own Meaſures behind his Titles, Hhis, Though 
10 not "AA 71 but 4 e e k and 
nels was; he ſhewed the true Spirits and gene- 
8 ee of his illuſttious Family; he came in Perſon 
an 


t. 
ahd vfferod- that Propoſition, b e eee 
publick; ſhewing che Plan upon Which he meant to proceed, 
and that he was in Earneſt reſolved to put the Government 
upon its old and right — the Love, the ap 
2 —ů—ů— 4 A a > tn 44, 
dale. ——— 

his Care in reference to the Diſturbances at C 
den] Wis" — to-undergoithe: Fatigue af the. 
ſupreme Direction of Affairs belonging-to. . 


patiyy and diſcharging it in ſach . —— 4 De- 
of the — vrdmaeewog 


— Lc and to the —— 
c) by hivWiſdom and Virtue. Wien Order alle mk 
bliſhe . Credit reſtored, the naval Power of the Stats: revi 
A — —-— od. he KAIR * 
— — — . Aug 
Things take a new Furn in Humpe, and the 
much revered and eſteemed at the dle a they s. 


of the preſent Centu "4 8 q4t. itte e 
; the ſenſible and. dilinerreflal 5 part of the . 1 


are by this Time convinced, that the Notion of a 
eriry, and a — — — 
Wealth and Power, is mere Deluſion, invented 

by ſuchg as mean to poſſeſs. themſelves of as much of 1 
they eat poſſibly. graſp, and then cover them ſelues and thalt 
Aﬀdeiates wick the ſpecious Title of the Rulers ofa be. 
People, when-they-are:in Fact no more than Leaders of a cer. 
tam Faction. The Nation muſt be — Kxporiena, 
that ſoch x Regimen as this, participates of both Extremes, o 
Tyranny and Anarchy ; inclining to · the former in a. Seaſon of 
 full:iPeace;cand declining towards the latter in a Time of Trai- 
blen Phe: Dutch Nation muſt by this Time apprehend,// that. 
the only natural Poine in their Conſtitution,is the Power of 4 
Stedtholder 3 in hom an Exceßb of Authority can neuet bt: 
„While chat innate Love. of Liberty, 2 


hy 
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that — — elfectuatly reſtore the. 
of their r Affairs. 884% 22 munen ee „ 
4 to the foreign Intereſts of this Republick, — nad in 
wn: ů———ů— ON 


yg ae n 
— Fhings 
= to, without due —— 


1 — — Yet wg 

liek —— — Ang of her Allies wheor, . 
ef her Circumtunces aire it. But thats Pusce m 
5 : 4 from it, that the Endea- 


4 and that her Alle, m 
Vieh their Eng gage ments — Favour, ie ista bſohutt 
aſap np me Rave fhetd'be peeve. —— 
9 wir Being to che Republick, which vas ſuppomted is 
* irre rder r ſeſſem cha exorbitant Power of Shi 
HORN che Beflaree theetd:boloft, it is ſure-tadeck the bad 
ERS FT RAR ard inthe moſt imminent Degree i Aythele-- 
% Froths, Which may be demonſtrated from Reaſan, — 
have" been dle them one juftifted by Experienceytonce.the 
Aﬀetty of Proof Were never iti; Oriſis in th — but... 
thiſe of the Hyitel ier were in the utmoſt Manger, as the 
ir ur us Meng yen, from 2-Deduation.of Fan.. 
I the Ny t d pa rentlyntheelertereſt of Holland to - 
W f che ſeveral No ura i that Fart of EA 
fer Wifeſt KM Have always rnaintuinad- his and 
AH Aeeentheſt wanaged, ſhe has acted ac ο,ẽme, 
ny e Feects: re the once deoured the K ng 
| everwhelmed:;z:-and ſhe has f. 
A cchcerß for the Bre, Rr. the n 
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which Occaſion. ſhe acted againſt the. Danat; 


in preſerving the Ballance between the Houſes, of An, 


\ 


and Bou hen, and of what Importancę it 8 to ber Safety, 


airs 
his Pru one 


, / woo 


near. Neighbour, in Conſequence of-hav 
yielded to him by the Treaty of Utrecht ; the Duchy of Claw, 


by his Treaty of Partition with the EleQor Palatine ; the Di- 0 
tricts that fell to 2% — Heir of King William III. and 1 
the Principality of riezland; which: is acquired by the , C 
Ein dtion of the Line of its ancient Princes. With all thel oy 


Powers, the Republick is under Engagements by ſolemn Tie- 

ties, and it is by an exact Performance of theſe, that ſhe mult 
maintain her Rank, her Reputation, and the Benefits 1 
ſult to her Subjects, from the Conſtitution of her Govertiment; 
which in Virtue of thoſe Treaties, all theſe Powers are bout 
iii n 273% 2 46t O8 "iS 2} 30 500 
In Reference to the Ballance in Jay; ſhe has alſo eonſiden. 
. De: Intereſt; reſulting from the large Share of Commerce wh 
. -het Subjects enjoy in the Mediterranean and the Lavant; abi 
+: which will always depend. on the preſerving the Independence d 
the Princes: and: States, in that Part of Europe 3 ſo that ſhe s 
bound to promote that, as far as in her lies ; and in Times pal, 
has ſhewn a due Regard to this Obligation. - She bas belide 
ſome particular Engagements with the Si? Cantons, and the! 
Allies 3 and has ſar u long Courſe of. Years, had a conſider 
Corps of their Infantry in her Service, who with great Cowip 
- and Fidelity have fought in ſupport of her Liberties, went 
zothey were in Dae de een ee 20am eee 16 ee, 
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ive in perſect Harmony 8 it as BENS 
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boch Countries har cont bor made teft 

den hiv Union Hts nd Bier And 8 oth*fele"t 
© Effects of bein 3 and "re fe their 
time Forces againſt each other, thr EN & 
mmon Taemies. it i indeed trüe; "4 
hive an equal Inteteſt in Commerce:; by 5 25 Wen 
ood Terms, and conſült their r nes only, 
ean without any Di cilty ktegulate he Vi e their Subje 
{5 is to prevent their claſtfing wirn each other, And fot 
dmmon Bemefft of boch, which in the prefent” 1 
Things, is far eaſief than in former Times ; and 5 
Conſequence than N confiderir 
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. — every Day formed, and 10 in different 1258 
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1 " to the other Powers f Europe, W e 
| ln 491 any .94% b 36 3926 got dent we Nt. 057 i 
THE grdud Changes that have happened: in che © 


ſtances: of this · Nation, may be — * — 

| — had a. ſtrong Influence upon it Intereſts, and yet chis 

does not ſeem to been ſufficiently confidered'y' for iflie 
had, we-ſbouldiſcarce-find-fo many People as there — 


2 * 


triots ĩn the Beginning oſ the laſt Century, that the true Ixie · 
reſt of this Nat ion conſiſts in keeping their Affairs as diſtiact 
ſtom thoſe of the Continent, as their Country is removed from 


dave made it a World by itſelf. It muſt be oonfeſſed, that 
Dany . plaufible Things have been advanced in vfiahis 


- that” of the lestned Antiquary Sir Robert Cottonp who wWrotk a 
Treatiſe to, this. Purpoſe. in che Reign of Kings Janus L. winh 2 
View of convincing Henry Prince of #atzsy that' he:ovghtrinot 
o pay any Reſpect to the Arguments which had been infinuated 

CR againſt the-pacifick * that were then in * 
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who adhere to the old Notions ſome of o Pa. 


it by Nature, whiek by ſucrounding it with the dea, ſcemsito 


ag. well as great Authorities alledged, more eſpeciallyß 
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re ions, as calculated to gratify the Spirit of 
for 55 ogg hart Expence of —— Which Ty 
been, of 2 uſted, dat never received any real: Benefit fron 


Expeditions,” as he undertook 10:ſbew from li 


3 TE in 23 + : © ata 23 02 Dag 316 3GW, 1 90 
atever Frueh ethere mi t be in this Dog tine, ad, it 
15 e Yr and how well ſoever it. might he 


3p: the Inſtances which: he has, produced, it has not hing 0 d 
ith Gin te preſent State of gut Affairs, and che only Uſe that cu 
Wn of it, ts ſofar'toxxamineit, as that we may be con: 
Wee, of. the Truth of this Obterration- The 
made b. v Princes for the Maintenance of the (un. 
Ties they pollefled- in Nunce, or in Support of theim Caim 10 
that Crown, might very probably impoveriſh this Nation, ai 
w mitch” ſoeyer their Succeſſes might enlarge the Power, or 
exalt the Glory of thoſe Monarchs, they might be far-engugh 
flom being aſc to their Subjects. It is however very poſſibh 
that they might be in ſome Meaſure neceſſaryn as;0ur-Gonlti 
tation cle food; and we ſhall have the more Reaſon to cit. 
fit this, if we conſider” that ſuch of our; Prigees were nl 
moſt popular at home, as made themſelves. renowhed by thei 
Qvtious Arms abroad and that ſuch. as, purſued conttar 
e were very ſeldom free from me Ioſurrectom 
foreign Invaſiotis.* 0 booktisbay 
he only: Objections that can = raiſed to chis Poſitin 
19 de taken from the Conduct of Henry) MIL. who t i- 
deck very wiſe Prince, and yet is reported to haya;meddled 
dess with fore ige. Affuits than moſt of bis Predeceſiors, Vs 
7 mote riet —— ie will) be foundz-that hi 


— annexing the Duchy of — —— uti 
dots Rot appear that this was at all in his Power, He 
made Uſe,  boweyery: of the. Jcalouſſ hich the Nation com 
Hey on upon this gteat Acceſton to. the French Power, a 
1 oe ged in a * againſt — Pow 

huh hd vaſt Supplies granted him þ 8 

To ws did not after all this carry en that Wat in 
. = was expected, but contented himſelf with 2 


- ing, from the Terror of his Arms, a Peace upon very 20. 
vantageow 
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yantageous Terms, that laſted during his Life, by which he 
ſecured to himſelf an annual Tribute from two - French Mo- 
perchs ſucteſſvely; und which left. them at full. Liberty : 


purſus their” Deſighs in tay, that exhauſted: their Auf. 
aud wenkened their Forces as much as a. War with, 19895 
wodld have done, and proved conſequentiy more td his Ad: 
wuntagen He took Care like wiſe during that 55; 5 Mea- 
ſure ers to enter into- a *. — Alas with che H 7105 
of Aaftrin, which was a ver right Connection at that Time 
cemented that Alliance dyn reiagez and, matried his 0 own 
Daughter to the King of Scots, Which, as he, fareſaws Upites 
in Proceſs of Time the whole Hand into one ngdom. T. 
true Inference thetefore from his Conduct is 18 that y 
nec ng more or leſs with the Om of rd ontinent, 
ror wrong, according to the Judgment the Prince who 
Dig — the Situation and. Steine Jas {4 
YICYT 107? A319 G00 mii vir nwo 
that Great Aae makes. at pre n, 72 7 
dries" from * bert deing im a Situatiom very different from, that 
ſhe held In Times pit, but we owe our preſent Greatneſs to 
Maxims very: different from that of a den Je THe t ing 
that paſſes: without the Bounds of our own 
wiſe: Queen -Btrzabeth, Who laid the N of 55 
Wealth #nd\Power-which we now poſſeſs, acted upon quite 
different Plineiples, and was ſo far from paying no Attention 
to foreipw' Affairs that it plainly appears they. were never ip 
well underſtood or managed as in her Time, She it was that 
prevetitsd-'Philip II. from accompliſhing his Scheme of uni- 
vera Eempire, not barely by providing for the Security 9 
het Dominidns at home, but by employing both Money ang 
Men to occupy him: with perpetual Dixerſions abtoad. She 
pteventedb France from becoming à Province to Spajn, ach 
muſt have beenfatal-to the Liberties'of Eur þ and the. af 
forded" that Affiſtance to the Stater of the ited, Pipomces 
thit enabled them to become an independent Republick, Te 
nd nec; ae g Times contributed fo int the: gel the la⸗ 
ependener of the Hur err the am i 
of the Houſe of — + __ FFP 
It is xrue that ſhe like wiſe grentetad — Naviga tion. and 
Commerde of her Subjects, opehed a Paſſage, for them, into 
both the Indus; and excited that Spirit which! afterward f my 
duced us ts make Settlements in the moſt diſtant 2 0 
5 wth 


Globe; and by a wiſe: and happy Conjunction of gur 
both thete and at hoes at 1 our 
eme 0 aK R $Þo?? a+ ROME 


þ, x) 


By 
CT 


. * 1 


L. 502•1) 
Power, without the leaſt Diminution of our People, cont 10 


the Effects oi Plantations made from other Countries, ah 
havg ſuffered at home, by aggrandizing themſelves abroad, 


rend on Power at hame is conftantly augmented, in Pie 
——— Adyantages derived from our Sertlements abroad 
and cd eee our. Commerre it is in reality owe. 
ing, unt our Strength is ſo much grrater our Lands ſo muel 
mgre- band our intrinſic Wealth ſo much inerexſed, 
as it is nee, that 3 and this, in pite of lung Wars). a 
. events Accidents, not at-all-favourable.to our ln 
* ads AL 8122150 Ge, len eee eee aff 
max: look like 4 Paradox to: fome, and there may be 
a —.— will regard it as a Thing taken upon Truſt 
——— Facd are abſoJutely. certain, and it is to ibe 
1 Ae Growth. pf. on Plantations that we owe the Strength 
fe ny f Apis and, which could never otherwiſe ha 
ed its pr ndition- A very little Attention wil 


Fed plain. The Commodities and Manufactures of ia) 


ntry have a certain Limit, beyond which it is impoſſihi 

extend without an Alteration of Circumſtaners, thi 

— ay ehen they are carried ſo high, as that no new Markti 
e de, found, domeſtick Induſtry can. proceed: nd farbe: 


o it 1 to our Colon ies, that hitherto we haue tot 
very: ſenſible of this Truth; for the People eſtabliſſel 
there, from a Variety of Cauſes, into which I; haue not Noon 
enter at, preſen take off much greater Quantities: of cu 
= 


- 
— 


ties and Manufactures, than if they had remained a 
that one of our Countrymen eſtabliſhed in Amin, 
ads full Employment for ſeveral Hands here and as full Em- 
play ment will always draw People, it plainly, follows fron 
, that our Settlements abroad muſt inoteaſe the Numb 
Le at home, As this Method of arguing ſhews iht 
ſon. of the Thing, ſo the Truth of it may be likewiſt de 
from Experience. It is eertain, that the Numbe 

"of SR je in the City of 4ondan is about five: times as great u 

. at the Death of Queen Elisabeth and thoꝰ it · cannot ibe ſug 
poſed, that the Number of. People i in this Mand:bath-increaf 
in * ſame Proportion, yet it is certain that they have ve 
ed increaſed, as. is apparent from the Growth of other gre 
ities, the ſwelling of ſmall Villages into large Towns, and 
raiſing DB. our Coaſts of many new Sea Ports. It may indes 
* qhiected, that if People remove out of the inn 
te Fauna, chis augments the Number of their tant 
erde of, the Nation, bue then be F — muſt be 1 
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joys to the full the Advantages derived: from the Laws; and 
that gloridus Freedom which is the Reſult of their being man- 
tained in full Vigour. The Subjects as well as the Soil ate ever 


thoſe Who are hear the Center of Government, ſo 


= Þ aid ought to be the” ſole” point of View to'GurStateftirign 
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which is a Thing impoſlible, for ſuch as dwell in great Towns 
confume-a larger Quantity of Proviſions, and all other Necef- 
faries, than ſuch as live ſcattered up and down the Country, 
they muſt conſequently be ſupplied with theſe, and thereſore the 
Growth of Towns muſt increaſe the Number of People in the 
Country about them. Thus the farther we tracecthis Matter, 
the clearer and the more certain it appears, and therefore-whitc 


is deduced from it eannot be rationally called in queſt ion: 


We may from hence likewiſe diſrern how the other Parts öf 
the Britiſh Dominions have alſo increaſed in the Number uf 
their Inhabitants, as well as Eaglund, and have reaped a pro- 
portionable Benefit from ſa happy a Change in their Cireu 

ſtances, which as it demonſtrates how much they oe to that 


excellent Conſtitution under which they line, ſe it ie kewiſe 


an evident Proof that it is the Intereſt, and ought to be the 
Care of ſuch as are intruſted with the Adminiſtration of the 
Government, to ſte that every Part of the Britiſi Empire eu- 


to be taken into our Notion of the Hritiſb Empire, and as Obe · 
dience is expected from ſuch: as are ever ſo remote, as well as 
| | vate en- 
titled to the ſame Protection and Encouragement, h while 
they receive, there is no doubt that our Affairs will continue 


$ 


in a flouriſhing Condition, and the Fears which many hape 


entertained; that ſome of our diſtant Colonies may ſome tite 
or other throw off their Obedience to their Mother Country, 
will be but Dreams and Vapours; for in the Body politick,'as 
in the natural Body, while the vital Parts are ſtrong and ſound, 
the Circulation wilt be every where briſt and lively, and the 
Effecta of it perſectly felt, to its very Extremities. In Fheory 
this looks very fair and probable, but it is our peculiar Feæheity, 


| that through the Piety, Virtue, and Wiſdom of our Ariceſtors, 


we know that this may be, and is reduced to Practice. We 


need only look into the State of our Aﬀeirs at preſent; coftipare 


tem with what they were in times paſt, and reflect on the 
Manner in which theſe Ahkerations have happened, to be chn- 
rinced this is al Reality, and not Uifiloon .. 
It is the maintaining the Brit Empire in this Situation, 
and thereby providing for the Happineſs of chis Nation, that 


and Patriots, as: of old among the Griels and Num. Our 
Conſtitution like theirs is of a mixt Nature, but one may with-. 
i KR 4 out 
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oub Partiality / or Vanity affirm, that it is mort Happ 

pounded ſo that Mulajeſty and: Liberty treſpaſs not ut Nes. 
| the Prerogative of the Frince heing without reſſmiat, 
whete it may be g Rerted for his SubjaRt's Good; and the Pars. 
mount ive, being tk is, that the Crawn can do ho hurt 
at ull - It is moſt evident therefore, that at thi Day our Prixcs 
aan no Temptation to enterprize Wars of Conqueſt as in 
former Times q ſo chat a true: Spirit of Patriotiſm enn neutr be 


fhewn; an oppoſing! :Proj that will neuer be ſet on foot: and 
inl1this 4ieth our great Happinefs, that having no Views or Pr 
ten ſionb upon our Ne — there is no ſolid, indeed not ſo 


much-as a plauſible Ground ſot us to hate them, or they us 
"Eris is: che true fundamental Pt inciple of our Policy ip that in 
Reſpect to the Affairs of the Continent, we are not to be go. 
— — of thoſe temporaty or accidental ——— , 

tron, and that juſtly — — 
me K ingdoms but by this ſingle Rule, of their acting 


to our national. Interim, ſo far a0 is — 
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4Eheteiis a Diſtin&ion: — — oi chielly by Foreigner 


between the latereſt and the Commerce of: Great Britain j but 
in, realiry" this is a Diſtinction without a Difference; ſor thy 


Intereſt and the Commerce” of the Braifh Empire are ſo inſo- 
united, that they may be ver GO conſidered as one 


andi the ſame. For Commerce is that 


Wermdy eaffly, conſidering Things in this Light, (and if we 


confider- th m in a 5 other, we: ſhall deceive ourſelves) dere 


— — true Notion of the Intereſt of Creat Britain, wich 
„toe other Powers of Europe; and be able to judge 


—— is w Purſned, gl ry. either ne. | 


xt") - 8 55 ; 


gleaet) or abandoned. 


The Hrſt Point diQated by e 1 ſihe, nivintainiag | 
others in their Rights; or to make uſe of a more known Term, 
to ſupport the Independency of the Powers of Europe; \-becauſe 
the 


ſubjecting, or ſubduing ſeveral Countries unde 


engrofling, 
One P naturally and Sven neceſſarily — | 


ie; by which the ſeveral” 

and'even the moſt diſtant Parts of this Empire, are connoctel 
and kupt together, ſo as to be rendered Parts of the fame Whole, 
and to teeive not only Countenance and Protection) but 
Warmik and — from the vital Parts of our Govern | 
ment, of Which, if I may be indulged ſo figurative an Ex- 
preſſiong dur Monarehy is the Head, and our Liberty the do. 
Whatever thereſore aſſiſteth, promoteth, and extendeth our 
Commeres, is conſiſtent with our Intereſt, and whatever weck · 
eneth, impaireth, or circumſcribeth- it, is repugnant thereto,” 


D . A om. oat ae es 
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leſſen the Number of Inbabitants; to extinguiſn Induſſry 
amongſt them, and conſequenily to enfeeble and impavetiſh 
them; which muſt be detrimental to us, if we cotreſpand ot 
trads with ſthemb Another Point is, the ſtipulating with ſo - 
reign Nations proper Terms of Security, Indylgentez t and | 
Reſpect for our Sᷓubjrcts, and: forthe Effects which fiom (time 
io time they ſhall carry into thoſe Countrias, in treturt for: 
which we muſt covenant on our Parts, to do and perform. it 
ſhall be thought rea ſonable. Muhen theſe ł inds oſ Alliances ant 
made with: due Delibera tion, they become ſacred Ties » with: 
reſpet to u, and wr are bound; to fulſil them punctually, fo! 
that ha teven diffrrent Form Appearances may Wear, the:trus: 
Intereſt af Gteut Britam is always to comply exactly ith tied 
Treatidse? 10 g's 2m ο⁰]jöõfdud- 507 C eu wit O03 HH 
A third Rule is, to reſent 9 — 
without delay, more eſpecially where it is in our Power tu do 
it, by employing; our maritime Force, fnce in this Caſtcit 
anſwereth a double End; firſt, it redreſſes the Miſchief; What 
ever it is, for the preſent ; and next, it raiſeth our Reputatium 
ſor the future. We ought likewiſe to be ready to aſſiſt any 
Nation that is unjuſtly attacked, or in any Danger of heing 
oppreſſed, that ĩt may be ſeen we are true Lovers of Freedom, 
and are as un willing to behold the Necks of others put unſſer a 
Voke, as to ſubmit our own. Theſe Rules conſtantly attended 
to. are ſufficient to keep us upon good Terms with alb the 
World, and to make it the Intereſt of every Potentate and 
State in Eurape, to court as well as to reſpect out Friendſhip &;: - 
which ought to be freely beſtowed, and not either pure haſed 
or proſtituted. It may ſometimes happen, that a/ ſtriſt Com- 
pliance with theſe Rules will interfere with ſome Branch or 
other of our Commerce; neither in ſuch a Caſe muſt thatcha- 
regarded, for: it is not this or that particular Branch of Com. 
meree, which coincides with the general Intereſt of this Nation. 
but the whole Cixcle-of our Commerce ; and thereſate there in-,;; 
nothing abſurd, or contradictory in affirming, that the Whole / 
muſt take place of a Part, any more than it is ridieuſous tan 
affitm, that whatever reſpects the Intereſt of a Nationacber 
cometh worthy the Concern of a Monarch, let its Nature hs 
what it will. And therefore they are in an Error, who think. 
the Royal Character any way leſſened, by being obliged d 
attend to Trade, a T hing already acknowledged in many Faris N 
of Europe, and which by. Degrees will be found trus in, all x; to . 
which let me add another Truth, that Trade is a mran andin ? 
Au ente Thing; in thoſe Countries only where this Errer 
prey ails. $303 nene 2593 üg vans 281817 2309 Y 
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It appears in forme isdn from our Hiſtory, and much more 
Hows money ON that we have always [fe ourſe)ves very 
much in the Affairs of the North.” Our old 135 ies wit 

Stora Ditimark; and Poland, ſpeak this plain! 7. and gur Al. 
-Hances with 2 Are elder Than thoſe of molt other Power, 
We have as Occaſion Tequired, acted either, as Mediators or 

Allies, in fayour of all theſe Powers. The edes 1 In Particu- 

lar Rave been frequently indebted to us for Affiſtance, and in 
the laſt Century, they detached. themſelves j in a great Meaſure 
from the Intefeſts of Hunte, for the ſake of Ta — 
which was a Meaſure very beneficial N 2 At 1 * 
we are cloſely eontiected with Ruſſia, and wit 
[fort 3® neither can our Alliance ever 15 5 1 
Poten tates, while the Baltick remains As F ogy that 
ie while we remain à maritime Power. his Con 
Joined te thoſe important Points hs, 
Hinder us fröm entering into improper or inconſi 2 
-cannot- fail "of keeping up our Reputation in this part of ie 
World, and Loads le preſerving that Reſpett to thoſe Pri- 
vileges, and that Attention to our Demands, which the Sin- 
ation eicher of our Affairs or of theirs may require. Fot as ur 
can never have any Fntereſt ſuperior to, ot inconſiſtent wit 

the Care of the Ballance in the North, ſo that myſt alſo remain 
»the-great Object of all the Potentates there, wa 1 not likely 

— to ſuffer any great Alteration within the Compaß of 
that r to which human Fe foreſight, or Na Policy can 
extend. © > % agi U 
: 31 0626 de Airs of the German Empire. i in general, 27 
the ſeveral Princes in particular, we have always maintai 
fair Correſpondence with 55 and . manifeſted. * 
neceſſaty, a juſt Concern for their Liberties ; the. ſame Conduct 

will be ever incumbent up 42885 ſo Jong as we pierce af 
ſpect for the Proteſtant nd for that great Principle 
-of Independence, which Foy 555 no ona cultivated fo,mutt 
1 in Germany, and where it ſtill continueth to. make à conſ 
derabſe Figure. It hath been thought alſo, the N of the 
Nation; to ſhew an extraordina N. in fayour. of of the Houſe 
of Auris, not withſtanding the Rectitude of that Meafureh 
been at different Times controverted, if I miſtake. not, U 
both Parties. It is indeed true, that in reference to or Com- 
"mrerce, we have leſe Connection with the Houſe of, Aufm 
than with many, I may fay with moſt of the. great | owers If 
Europe; u alſo, that we have ſupported her in times paſt, it 
Avery large Expence to ourſelves, without any viſible — 
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reaping any immediate Advantage, from the EffeQs of thoſe 
Sree; which were 0. liberally..granted..;../To/this- it hath 
been added, that by this wonderful Attachment, we have 
greatly promoted the Power and Influence of. that Houſe over 
the Cermaniel Nan, which bow , uſeful ſoevet it might be 00 
the” Sovergigns of that illuſtrious Family, might turn in ſome 
meaſure t6 pur Prejudice, ag in could. nat fail of giving Offene 
to many of the Princes in 3 who for that very Reaſon 
bad fecbürſe to another Power, at a Time when if we bad | 
gent mote equally, they would have relied ſolely; uponius,no1 
But notwithflagding l we eonſider that the Houſe 
of Huſtrin is on one Side the great Bulwark-of Chriſtendom 
anaint the Turi, and on the other, the natural Ballance agaiuſt 
France; aid alſo a near Nei bour to us in Part of her Domi- 
"pions; it is 0 Wonder at all, but rather an Honour to us, that 
we have fo cloſely adhered to our En ents. In rene 
that auguſt Family in three ſeveral Wars, .we juſtified our Fi- 
felity to dur Treaties, which in itſelf is a Point ever of the 
higheſt Conſeguence, as it is a kind of national Honour; which 
once loſt can hardly ever be regained. As to the Judgment: of 
Parties, they are not aſways to be relied upon, hut if they 
were, it would be nb diffcult Thing to ſhew, that all Parties 
have in theit Turns approved this Meaſure, which when pru- 
dently purſued, is certainly right; and although immediate 
Advantages may not ſpring from it, yet if there be no other 
Way than this of ſupporting the general Ballance of Power, and 
maintaining that Independence which is the primary Point in 
our foreign Syſtem, we acted well and wiſely in ſuſtaining it 3 
neither could any Offence be juſtly taken at this by any of che 
Cerman States, Dako if they had conſidered. it in a true Light, 
it was as much their Intereſt as ours; and many Inſtances 
might be produced to prove, that they have injured and weak - 
ened themſelves by à contrary Conduct. If indeed our Par- 
kiality to the Houſe of Aaſtria had ever carried us into the 
Breach of Treaties with other Powers, or put us upon ſupport- 
ing the ambitious Schemes of that Houſe, or any other Houte, 
to the Prejudice of their Neighbours, the Charge would be joſt, 
and the Adniiniſtation culpable that bad led us.into boi be. 
een ca 3473 i 29442576 $242» * N 4g . 
An invet6rite Hatred,” ef a perpetual Oppolition-to rene, 
+» x Maxim that never was laid down by any wiſe £ngh 
Miniſtet, and ought never to be received or countenanced. n 
Quet Elzabrth's Time we, afliſted.,the preſent reigning En- 
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mily, and Medals were ſttuck with the Arms of Pup, 


Habe, and- Holland, as. . or ey wa a Were thorouph- 
ly, united, and, e e ch they 9 nd Har. 7 
ee ee ounded 175 hat which we reltify fo 
— oula ef, e M is ſel : Tanck 
when Sure +29 ;haye 0 hanged, we” of to 
Meaſures, and Cx een n hs 
ramp e ee tion of Schemes that haye 
Loce ſo. d 7 * to, Europe in general, 5 vo Ye in 
anden The Miſtake, wWas e 41 
— reaifed.s The eee 
| ep eng againſt.the nv $2 
by Nation. When we. recovered 11 


MEry — to retrieve e 
Me. managed a long and very expend) we W W. je 5 
9pgarent Huccels, hut this War. ber e Maa £ 
out ther Strength of France.ſo much, 
rigus VA dories that were obtained in that "which quickly ce 
155 ity bich is ſufficient to conſole us for 1 5 and Ex Kpence 0 
Cauſe, It is that Cauſe. that we Kr N c aha" Not Nane 
nag, Pereditaths and-graundleſs Averſion 
for whenever their Stateſmen ſhall — af tha 80 f 
dengergus, and deſtructive in its Nature go .themſelvey.as wells 
others, they will infallibly, diſarm us, and, extingui \ that 
mobity, which, their boundleſs Ambition, and ns our Dir ; 
Ferxyerſeneſ, bath excited. There haye bern, within j 
ory: oi / the preſent Generation, certain Sea g br 
h 
jr 
0 


French Miniſters. either. really or ſeemingly laid 
— and affected to act upon other Pr. y 
ſoon e e ion in t Conduct of ot other Pope 
towar fully guſtifies, e 5 ae 
re their; ie have no juſt (. n he uting tt to che 
Kjerceneſs of gut Manners, that Alacrity we 8 
tering intq all Alliances againſt t 3 racher. to aſcri 
it ta that Rectitude of udgment;which.is natural to'a free Fro 
ple, n will always . S . 45 " 
Mue zes. 2 17 2113 (M9 
* he Ballancę in- dial js, thought. 8 us more. 128 
W. eee which, we have hitherco ſh wn a ute 
e ee and indeeed. Diſtan nee in thy 
of little Conſequence, 5 eſpecially i a; 2 
_ Our Commerce in the Medilerrancon, and in tb 
van, is of very high eee ee qo 
3: Ms 299% 22Y T1210 ot uns & yi <&: ibn ih 


Y 


8 * FEY I 50 alabo d b. 
05 at e Ali ire hi och Fae in the le Rules bah 
ei have. likewiſe affected Hranches of ort Comimerc 
in 1a very enible De ree ; ſo that whatever Steps we have taken 
either d ring | the ends of der ef tiat Dns, For ir 
Time FW 85 by ne Gale, und rs re Bay wh de. 
clared. for be common Cauſe, and rue tolkis own 
tells, which Wer e likewiſe vir, eren ht #4! jut Men für 
td hoe, 66 Deuhe lefe 55 indeed en ze 
effac any Arts or Intiſgues, ever may y be: 
45 e Pld — 40 uch às wiſh t N 2 
Ibe recent Infuries N ants have ſu pe ec 
great Infult re td'the Nation by the Golla e aphid 
l. not allow; us to doubt, that lt FA dur true Intereſt to x 
the 4155 Koons — * 40 unkech to us, chat EH Occaſion re 
quires us Al the Conveniencies in theſr Power 
towar no belt g 15 Infidels, as out ting vigotdus Mea ſutes 
in uch Cafes, and ſenditig a 4 * Fleet into the Adr 
nan, will contribute not à little 
lalan Poten rates, "as well as to obtain Juſtice ſtom thoſe 
tical: overpmerits, which is A : thing ſcarce to be expected — 
1 5 r Mesſures. * 45387 end 10} 
ur Affalrs with the den of Spain have vj Bhgaainges 
plexed Fitäation, notwithſtanding that it is gener: 
the Spani/b Minifters have ſach true Notions of their" n 80 
telt, as to be perſuaded that nothing concerns thermore; 0 


12 upon good Terms with Great Britain,” Withoüt an 
veſtion 15 is our Intereſt likewiſe to live in à perfect Corys⸗ 
ſpondence with that Court, and therefore no Pains vught'to be 
ſpared that ate tequiſite to remove all Jealouſies and Dffcontenes 
on both Sides.” It was hoped that this would Have been hes 
tually done by the Definitive Treaty of ir n Chapelle,” But 
em that the Neceffity of reſtoring bees, of: Europe 
it requiſite roms that 1 without adjuſting th 
Di tences between the Britiſh and & 1% Courts,” hich were 
kft to a particular Negotiation, which is ſtilk depending, le 
from this Negotiation that we are yet to expeck in Abſdete 
Concluhon” öf this important — which; às ft hg pro- 
ceded flowly, we haye good Grotind' to apprehend Wilt; hend 
ever it is brought” to a Determitation; ente ce Tete 
Correſpondence to the mutual Satisfaction ef both 
Delays are very difagreeable'in Alf Points f ned Conenet 
but more eſpecially ſo in Points of great Cotiſequerict} fucks 
this undoubtedly is, both to us and to them. Yet after all, if 


by 


to make us reſpected by t the | 


| 
| 


1") 

y bearing with thefe Delay: „ Thing dan be-engi wi 
fo as to rt no Grounds or fore Diem nie : i, 
ing up expedient Agteements . ery es Oy n, 
never afford Sendet 9 Party, W 7 — lo er 
ſerved,: we half have ih Cauſe t excule dle Nie 3 
to be well ples 2 the final nil Ie of them. In the men 
$64 we have fort , Of knowing, that at, length the 

m of” Pg is "ik ploded ; for it ere had: een the 
bi lasse 4 Ax o that dort pf Practice, we might 
ave had 485 nvention long "ago. . It was certainly better h 
treat with Cleiroefs' and Dignity, to explain. and go-to-the 
Bottom of Grievances on both ng {that boch old and freſh 
Wounds might be thoroughly healed, 1 de ones 
zuck that ſucceeding Minifters ma have. a full, explicite, 4nd 
well- concerted Treaty for their wa Hive 1 Which the Sub- 
refs of both Crowns may rely, without any, ubts as to the 
Cale of Moc reſpecti ive Articles, or IDF Fears. ot their not being 
— 2 y execute. a 
e have lived ſo long, and'i in 45 fri : Friendfhip with te 

Ce n of Portugal, that I mention it here only for the Sike of 
Cy that there ſtill fubſiſts an Taſtance, of that bing ef 
Oonnection which it is molt our Intereſt to have with een 
foreign Court. Our Subjects trade largely with thoſe of Party 

, to their mutual Benefit and Advantage; We havgall the 

Privileges there that we can reaſonably defir ire in de of ou 
Metchants, the Portugueſe are conſidered: he god 

L = as dur faithful . and Allies. ſe, — been-the 
Rules of | Behaviour to both Courts in Times of perfect Traq- 
quillity, and when nothing farther was neceſſary to 6vince the 
refality of Eſteem on both Sides. But when a * 
Far between the Spaniards and the Portugueſe, which (well 
0 high, as that the latter were threatene with an Invalion, 
N made no Difficulty of ſending in due Time, and withert 
y Delay, fuch a Fleet to Lz/bon, as ſerved to protect the Sub- 
jects of the King of Portugal from any In Ou the other 
band, in the preſent Diſputes between the Courts of Lon din asd 
1 Bis ueſe Majeſty has interpoſed al along bis geol 
\ es in dur favour, and has r all, that vy in hi 
s. Power to accelerate, as. well as adjuſt the Negotiations. bore 
us. WF 
93 4 We fe at preſent to be — perſuaded, that it i; our 


Inteteſt to live not only on good Terms with the Republick o 


the United —— but alſo in the cloſeſt and moſt perſe 
wart 4 Harmon), 


_ _—_ — „ * — —_—. 1 ng —— 1 OIY 
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Harmony, in which it is 8175 chat wy A mable both 
to the tights" of Reaſon" and 4 + Ne the 
common is of the Arne Powers, 1585 7 ame time 
they have many othet Rivals, of 7 they have no, Grounds 
hy rr, * a ſtrict Union ſubſiſts bet 0 and a 
eh 50 to Wee} then to 1 en: dhe joint Inte- 
- of _— to rivate and particular ei 7 — 
Another ſtrong Naa for their living always up goed Kenn 
ic the ſameneſs of their foreign Intereſt, that is, A 
Who are Friends or Enemies to Los are likewiſe Fri s and 
Enemies to the other”; which is a, Point that e kept 
always in View, | ch as are entruſted with dminiſtra+ 
tion of either Government. In a Word, the ea Oye 


there is det Veen the 0 the Conſtitution, and th 
abjtants of both Countries, . is "ut 
eto any intelligent and diſinter 
that nothing can conttibute ſo much to their joint 
as: ſupporting each other upon all 


nl Inclinations of the To 


ent to d 


eiten. 
appine(s, 
ions, and. that nothing 


can bring about their Deſtruction ſo ſoon, as ſowing the feeds 


of Diſſention and Diviſion between them, 


Type many Alterations that happen daily in the World, afford, 
” will always afford ſufficient Reaſons for our exerting, gut- 
ſelves; not without Hazard and Expence, in favour of ſome 


and à reſpected People. 
Characters by a ſelfiſh and ſurly, 


or other of our Allies; which however muſt be done, and done 
with Spirit and Chearfulneſs, . if we win remain a free, 2 great, 
It is in vain to hope to maintain our 
or by a lazy and inactive Be- 


baviour ; if we reaſon ever ſo ittle with ourſelves, we may he 
ſatished of this; if we conſult Hiſtory, Hiſtory : will Convince 


us if we have recourſe to Experience, E, 
the ſame Lecture. 


xperience 
Neither ought we to conſider. w 


will read us 
hat; we do 


a3 any Burthen or Inconveniency, fince it ariſes from the Rank 


that, is 


much j it is in our Will. 


* * 
* 4 A 
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These 


and Figure we” make in the World, from thoſe Connections 
' which have been the Fruit of our Significancy,, and, by, which, 
upheld and ſecured. In ſhort, when we. ſuccour:gur 
Neighbours, we do it from a Principle of J oftice. to ourſel £8 3 
-we'flouriſt' in Part, from the Commerce that we have... 
them; and having thus a Stake i in their We 
conſulting! our own Inteteſt, when we fulfil thoſe Enga 
that were entered into, on account of that Stake; an 
fore inſtead of repining that we are obliged. to it, ws, ought to 
"rejoice that it is in our e and thee HAY Of 


ith 


te, it is real 4 


it t — 
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* Theſe; are the general Principles of Bririſ Poli educed 
from thoſe Tranſactions, which after 1 ben and 
feriouſly examined in the wiſeſt and greateſt Aſſemblies, have 
received repeated, as well as publick Sanctions; fo that if pri- 
vate Men err in adopting them, it will be very aifficult to eſta. 
bliſh another Rule attended with clearer Evidence, and ſupported 
by better Authority ; "= 


. £24 53%. 


